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Losing nurses and 
patients for profit 

by Htun Lin 

Recently, two nurses were killed on the job by 
patients at state healthcare facilities in California's Bay 
Area. Contrary to management’s attitude, these are not 
isolated incidents. More than 50% of emergency room 
nurses, for example, experience violence by patients on 
the job. For many years, like nurses all across the coun- 
try, the staff at those healthcare facilities have been 
complaining of chronic staffing shortages which endan- 
ger patients and workers alike. 

I work at the largest HMO in California. In spite 
of our best ever quarterly profit report, management is 
conditioned to protect the budget at all costs, patient 
care be damned, and never mind the workers. The 
prime directive to nursing supervisors now is "just-in- 
time" staffing, which often is not "just-in-time," but too 
late. 

Management falsely blames chronic understaffing 
on a nursing shortage. But many nursing school gra- 
duates tell me their job applications have been rejected 
by one employer after another. Hospital administra- 
tors have been repeating this mantra of a "nursing 
shortage" for almost a decade, while we see them use 
plenty of traveler nurses from out of state. 

They insist on using temp agencies to supply health 
workers. They don't want to make a commitment to 
hiring permanent workers, because they prize the abi- 
lity to get rid of workers at a moment's notice. A nurse 
supervisor's prime duty these days is to constantly 
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Harriet Tubman and 
the Civil War 

by John Alan 

Editor's note: We commemorate the 150th anniver- 
sary of the Civil War with excerpts from John Alan on 
Harriet Tubman from the April 2004 News & Letters. 

Since the 1960s there has been a growing interest 
in Harriet Tubman. Catherine Clinton in Harriet Tub- 
man: The Road to Freedom (Little, Brown, 2004), lets 
her reader know immediately that the life of a slave 
was a process of dehumanization from birth to death. 
Thus, when Harriet Tubman was born in Dorchester 
County, Maryland, in 1820 or 1822, she was just an- 
other commodity to be bought and sold. 

Slaves rarely knew the actual year of their birth. 
But as children they "learned the twin maxims of slav- 
ery by harsh experience: their labor is not their own, 
and they could be deprived of kin. Although African 
Americans toiling in the field might be seen as the 
quintessential image of slavery, the more potent sym- 
bol of the system was the auction block.” 

Families were destroyed on the auction blocks. 
Mothers and fathers were sold to one slave buyer and 
their children to another slave buyer. Harriet Tubman 
wanted her family to escape this vile fate. 

Harriet Tubman was to challenge this ruthless 
economic system that lived by the brutal exploitation 
of Black slave labor. Clinton points out that both the 
invention of the cotton gin in 1793 and the prohibition 
of the importation of Black slaves from Africa and the 
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European revolts confront 
economic and political crises 


by Ron Kelch 

In one of the biggest demonstrations in Ireland 
since its revolutionary birth in 1916, 100,000 marched 
in Dublin on Nov. 27 against the terms of an 85 billion 
euro loan package put together by the European 
Union (EU) and 
the International 

Monetary Fund (IMF). 

The marchers were 
outraged over the Irish 
government agreeing to 
new taxes on workers, 
huge spending cuts in 
public sector services, 
as well as a 1 euro 
decrease in the hourly 
minimum wage, which 
will drive wages down 
for all workers. 

NO SWEATSHOP 
FOR 'MY TODDLER! 1 

As one marching 
mother put it: "It's 
not the short-term, 
immediate pain that 
worries me.... I don't want my toddler to end up in a 
sweatshop." The Irish economy, which has already 
shrunk 15% since 2008 with unemployment stuck at 
over 13%, now faces the specter of a more protracted 
downward spiral, accelerated by the "rescue” loan, 
which will have to be repaid at a crushing 6.7% interest. 

A prominent sign at the demonstration read in 
German "6.7% Nein Danke!" (No Thanks) because 
Germany has insisted on punitive terms for rescuing 
Eurozone countries who were the victims of speculative 
finance capitalists. Ireland had no substantial 
problems with public debt or deficit spending. Indeed, 
with a public debt of just 12% of gross domestic product 
(GDP) in 2007, it was more fiscally prudent than even 
Germany, whose debt was 50% of GDP. Ireland ran up 
a huge debt with a $70 billion bailout of its banks, in 
hock to mostly foreign bondholders who were facing 
huge losses after the 2008 collapse of their speculative 
real-estate bubble. Foreign bondholders repaid Ireland 
by betting against the government's ability to pay its 
debt, driving up interest rates and precipitating the 
present crisis. 

The impact of the kind of economic hole into which 
the Irish are being forced to dig themselves is already 


being felt in Greece, where workers staged a seventh 
general strike on Dec. 15 against draconian austerity 
measures still going into effect after their "rescue 
loan" in May. After Ireland and Greece, bond dealers 
are now eyeing Portugal, Spain, Belgium and even 
Italy. The only alternative for these countries may be 

default on their national 
debt and the breakup of 
the Eurozone. In any 
case there will be an 
even deeper economic 
contraction in Europe 
that will impact the 
feeble global economic 
recovery. 

European 
economic integration, 
including the eventual 
introduction of a 
single currency, was 
promulgated after World 
War II to foster "human 
solidarity" and put an 
end to Europe's plague 
of bloody nationalism 
and permanent war. The 
revolution that led to Irish independence was against 
their British imperial overlords then thoroughly 
embroiled in World War I. It helped to inspire the anti- 
capitalist revolts in Russia and the rest of Europe. Will 
a new internationalism and genuine human solidarity 
emerge now that Irish workers, along with their Greek 
counterparts, are again leading the fight for autonomy 
and self-determination — this time against global 
finance capital? 

POLITICAL UPHEAVAL NOT ENOUGH 

In an expected Irish election this year, there is 
an impending political upheaval against Fianna Fail, 
the party that kowtowed to transnational finance 
capital and, under the banner of preserving national 
sovereignty, has dominated Ireland for most of its 
existence as an independent state. However, only part 
of the opposition coalition that is expected to win is 
even raising the issue of renegotiating the terms of the 
EU loan. 

In neighboring England, which is outside 
the Eurozone and not subject to its rules, tens of 
thousands of students marched on Parliament on Dec. 
9, the culmination of a nationwide student movement 
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Bloody reality of reactionary ideas 


How predictable was the Jan. 8 massacre in 
Tucson, Arizona? So much so that shooter Jared 
Loughner's primary target, Democratic Rep. Gabrielle 
Giffords, had this to say last year: "We're on Sarah Pal- 
in’s target list, but the thing is, that the way she has 
it depicted has the crosshairs of a gun 
sight over our district. When people do 
that, they have to realize that there are 
consequences to that action." 

The furious effort by right-wingers 
and Tea Party figures to distance themselves from the 
shooting of Giffords and 19 others (six people died, in- 
cluding a nine-year-old girl) is unconvincing and omi- 
nous. Palin's use of targets in her campaign endorse- 
ments is just one telling aspect of the eliminationist 
rhetoric that has permeated the Tea Party Right in 
this country, in which even the most moderate politi- 
cal opponents are vilified as "traitors,” monsters, to be 
destroyed. 

HEALTHCARE REFORM BRINGS THREATS 

Rep. Giffords had been threatened with real vio- 
lence before. Her campaign office was vandalized by 
right-wingers who objected to her support of health- 
care reform, and at an earlier public meeting one Tea 
Party protester had a gun fall from his pocket. Sicken- 
ingly, playing off Palin's imagery, Giffords’ opponent in 
the mid-term elections posed with an M-16 stuck in his 
crotch, inviting supporters to take Giffords out. 

Loughner is the perfect assassin for the Tea Party 
era. His mind was filled with the same paranoia and 


conspiracy theories that have been called up from the 
underworld of history by today's Right: anti-Semitic 
conspiracies about the "New World Order" that actu- 
ally trace back hundreds of years, revived for mass con- 
sumption by Glenn Beck and the John Birch Society; 

and newer ”9/11” conspiracies as set out 
by internet figures like Alex Jones. As 
bizarre as some of Loughner's internet 
postings were, they are no further from 
reality than those who raise questions 
about Pres. Obama's birth certificate, "death panels," 
or any number of other far right-wing "talking points." 

The horrific events in Tucson build upon a now 
familiar pattern, as seen in the murderous attacks 
on abortion providers, most recently the killing of Dr. 
George Tiller. Anti-choice fanatics demonize their tar- 
gets, declaring them to be murderers who deserve to be 
destroyed. They amp up their rhetoric until someone in 
their movement decides to act. Then after the crime is 
committed, "respectable" leaders like Randall Terry of 
Operation Rescue wring their hands and declare that 
no one could have imagined such a terrible thing. 

The Tea Party Right is playing this game now, on 
an even larger scale. Dick Armey of so-called Freedom- 
Works has both decried the shootings and called upon 
his Tea Party supporters to "redouble" their attacks on 
the mild healthcare reform that Rep. Giffords was so 
demonized for supporting. They are also trying to deny 
having influenced Loughner at all. They are conscious- 
ly trying to overcome the Oklahoma Syndrome — the 
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Condoms & corruption 


WOMAN ^ REASON 


by Terry Moon 

The Pope made quite a splash a few months ago 
with his comments in Peter Seewald's book Light of the 
World, where he grudgingly accepted the use of con- 
doms in extremely limited situations: "there may be a 
basis in the case of some individuals, as perhaps when 
a male prostitute uses a condom, where this can be a 
first step in the direction of a moralization, a first as- 
sumption of responsibility." So ridiculous was the limit- 
ing of condom use to male prostitutes, that that lan- 
guage was abandoned. Some AIDS activists reportedly 
were "thrilled" with the Pope's comments, while the 
right wing of the Church reacted with dismay. 

Why issue this pusillanimous statement on con- 
doms now? Has the Pope finally understood that to 
win the struggle against AIDS, activists need every 
resource available to them, especially condoms, which, 
despite endless comments from Church spokesmen as 
well as the Pope, are 80% effective when always used in 
preventing its spread? Considering that this has been 
the well-known proven truth for well over two decades, 
it seems unlikely that the reality of the tragedy of AIDS 
prompted the Pope's comments. 

POPE PRACTICES DAMAGE CONTROL 

Rather, the condemnation of the Church for its in- 
human stand against condoms in the struggle against 
AIDS, along with the latest revelations of the wide- 
spread sexual abuse of children by Catholic clerics in 
Ireland, Germany, Belgium and the Netherlands, has 
compelled Pope Benedict XVI to attempt damage con- 
trol, to try to paint a human face on an inhuman, puni- 
tive, sexist, racist and deeply homophobic institution. 

The deep hole the Church is in because of its cor- 
ruption, its legions of pedophile priests, the decades- 
long cover-up of their activity, and its inhuman posi- 
tion on condoms and AIDS — and for that matter birth 
control — can be measured by the Pope's turnaround. In 
2000, as Cardinal Ratzinger, he despised an article in 
the Jesuit weekly America, which revealed the "moral 
consensus" among Catholic theologians that it was OK 
to use condoms in the fight against AIDS. When he be- 
came Pope in 2005, he helped force the resignation of 



by Artemis 



On Dec. 17, 2010, the Eighth International Day to 
End Violence Against Sex Workers was observed in 15 
cities in the U.S., seven cities in Canada and six cit- 
ies in other countries. In candlelight vigils, the names 
were read of 60 sex workers murdered in 2010. The 
speeches, discussions and video showings made state- 
ments on how violence towards sex workers should not 
be socially acceptable, as well as statements about the 
harm done by keeping sex work illegal. 

* * * 

In the past five years, single women's organiza- 
tions have spread throughout India. They have a mem- 
bership of over 58,000 women and represent over 36 
million who are single (unmarried, divorced, widowed 
or deserted). On a local level, they use creative means 
to change social attitudes, and on a national level they 
work to get single women the rights to inherit property, 
to work, to participate in family rituals and to receive a 

pension and land from the government. 

* * * 

Jan. 1 was the first working day of a new UN 
agency, UN Women, which will partner with UN mem- 
ber states to develop and promote standards for gen- 
der equality. Its goals also include fostering women's 
equality, reducing violence against women, and empow- 
ering and providing greater opportunities for women 
worldwide. 

* * * 

Luleki Sizwe is a Cape Town, South Africa, organi- 
zation working to change negative perceptions of LBT 
women. Although South Africa has led the world in pro- 
viding many legal rights for LGBT people, more than 10 
lesbians a week in Cape Town are raped by men saying 
they want to "correct" the women's sexual orientation. 
Luleki Sizwe has provided shelter and services to the 
victims and rallied 125,000 people from 163 countries 
to petition the government to make rape a hate crime 
with a minimum 25-year sentence. 


the editor. In 2009 on his way to Cameroon he opined 
that condom use "aggravates the problem" of AIDS. 

THE REVOLT IS FROM WITHIN 

Had the condemnation, ridicule and revolt against 
his statements only come from outside the Church, he 
might have felt he could continue his hypocritical ban 
on condoms while at the same time pontificating about 
the so-called "culture of life." But the revolt is also from 
within, as hundreds of thousands leave the Church in 
Europe because of pedophile priests and the cover-up 
that continues to this day. Who can believe it when 
those in the Church act surprised, or when the Pope 
says that the abuse scandal reached a "degree we could 
not have imagined..."? How could they not "imagine" it 
when the Church was the entity not only covering it up, 
but enabling it by moving around the abusing clergy 
instead of removing them and turning them over to sec- 
ular authority? The Pope has been labeled a "serious 
global public health problem" and Catholics for Choice 
started a Condoms4Life campaign against his stance. 

Furthermore, those on the ground, especially in 
Africa, have seen the devastation caused by condemn- 
ing condom use, making them difficult to obtain, and by 
demonizing sex workers, most of whom are poor women 
who work to keep from starving and to feed their chil- 
dren. There has been widespread, albeit quiet, disobedi- 
ence, with some church workers involved in AIDS work 
using whatever means are helpful, including condoms. 

PEPFAR EXACERBATES PROBLEMS 

But that quiet work cannot undo the billions of dol- 
lars the Bush Administration threw at the AIDS prob- 
lem through PEPFAR (President's Emergency Provi- 
sion for AIDS RelieD, key to which was the insistence 
that a third of the money be used for abstinence-only 
education. So desperate were some organizations for 
funds that they abandoned programs that worked in or- 
der to get PEPFAR funding. Billions flowed to hard-line 
religious organizations who would toe the Bush Admin- 
istration's ideological line, but had little knowledge of 
what to do to stop the spread of AIDS. 

The Pope's comments on condoms are not a cause 
for celebration, although one can hope that those who 
actually care about human beings will take his remarks 
at much more than their face value and run with the 
idea that condoms make sense, not only as a barrier 
against disease, but as an effective form of birth control 
that even the Church can't accuse of being an aborti- 
facient. 

Hegel on the Church 

[T]he.. .corruption of the Church. ..was not an ac- 
cidental phenomenon; it was not the mere abuse of 
power and dominion. A corrupt state of things is very 
frequently represented as an "abuse”; it is taken for 
granted that the foundation was good - the system, 
the institution itself faultless - but that the. ..arbi- 
trary volition of men has made use of that which in 
itself was good to further its own selfish ends, and 
that all that is required to be done is to remove these 
adventitious elements... But when accidental abuse 
of a good thing really occurs, it is limited to par- 
ticularity. A great and general corruption affecting 
a body of such large and comprehensive scope as a 
Church, is quite another thing. - The corruption of 
the Church was a native growth... 

— G.W.F. Hegel, Philosophy of History 

Muslims protect 
Coptic Christians 

The Egyptian story of the human shield shone 
forth in January amid all the mayhem and murder 
that captured the news. Thousands of Muslims from all 
over Egypt stood guard as Coptic Christians worshiped 
during their Christmas mass or held candlelight vigils 
for the 21 Christians killed a week before by religious 
extremists. One Muslim student expressed it this way, 

"This is not about us and them. We are one. This 
was an attack on Egypt as a whole, and I am standing 
with the Copts because the only way things will change 
in this country is if we come together." 

Some very well-known actors, politicians and busi- 
nessmen and at least one televangelist stood beside 
their unknown comrades at churches all across the 
country. It was a strong statement of solidarity with 
those who want Egypt's recent, very violent, past to be 
just that: past. 

The arts dealer Mohamed el-Sawy came up with 
the human shield idea and the slogan "We either live 
together or we die together." It's such an inspiring story 
when the majority of the population uses their own bod- 
ies to protect a 10% minority. 

Ordinary Facebook profiles all over Egypt were ex- 
changed for the symbol of a cross within a crescent — a 
modern way to express and "share" an old idea. 

For more information and political analysis go to 
http://english.ahram.org.eg/News/3365.aspx. — Jan 


Women transforming 
the Middle East 

Paradise Beneath Her Feet: How Women are Trans- 
forming the Middle East, by Isobel Coleman (Random 
House, 2010) 

Many people in the Western 
world observe the fundamental- 
ism, terrorism and oppression 
of women in Middle Eastern 
countries and assume Islam 
is the problem. In fact, many 
in the Middle East look upon 
women's rights as a threat to 
their culture, not only because 
of indigenous male chauvin- 
ism, poverty and ignorance, 
but also because European 
colonizers and, in Afghani- 
stan, the Soviets, attempt- 
ed to force it on them in the name 
of modernization. Of course, women in Afghanistan 
were struggling for their freedom long before the Rus- 
sian invasion. 

Coleman, however, states that the sacred texts of 
Islam, the Quran (considered to be the word of God) 
and the Hadith (the sayings of the Prophet Moham- 
med), have been interpreted in different ways. She 
describes how, since the 1800s, both male and female 
Islamic feminist scholars have argued that these scrip- 
tures had given women more rights than they had 
previously. They argued that the fundamentalism and 
misogyny of Islam's past 1,400 years are heresies that 
completely changed the original religion. 

Today, even some secular feminists are beginning 
to think there is a necessity to work within the philo- 
sophical and legal framework of Islam and work with 
its religious leaders to avoid cultural backlash and to 
change the lives of rural women, many of whom are re- 
ligious themselves. 

THE NECESSITY OF WOMEN'S LIBERATION 

Coleman explains why women's liberation must be 
part of the modernization of Middle Eastern countries 
if they are to survive economically and become part of 
the global society. The education of women and their 
inclusion in government and business in all economic 
classes leads to improvement in public health, includ- 
ing a decrease in maternal and infant mortality and 
in the birth rate. Women also tend to spend the money 
they earn on their families and community projects. 
When women participate in the public sphere as equals 
with men, that becomes an important means of fight- 
ing the terrorism and political tyranny that comes with 
fundamentalism. 

Coleman describes in depth the activities of indi- 
viduals and groups, both local and international, in Af- 
ghanistan, Iraq, Iran, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Mo- 
rocco. Some rural mullahs are beginning to allow girls 
and women to use mosques as classrooms and govern- 
ments are sponsoring higher education for women who 
want to run businesses and go into professions such as 
journalism to change their countries. 

Schools emphasize the importance of girls learn- 
ing to form their own opinions. Women and religious 
leaders appear on new television talk shows to discuss 
controversial issues, including sexuality, and to show 
that women's rights have religious justification. Wom- 
en risk their lives to run for office and become judges. 
They have the support of some religious leaders and 
scholars in reforming laws, usually sharia laws based 
in Islam, to make them humane towards women. Some 
women become religious leaders and are asked to coun- 
sel youth who are at risk for becoming terrorists. 

'ONE STEP FORWARD, TWO STEPS BACK' 

Coleman does not gloss over the fact that changing 
the intensely patriarchal and misogynist culture in the 
Middle East is extremely difficult and slow, that women 
are always making "one step forward and two steps 
back" and that progress or backlash often depends upon 
which ruler or type of government is in power. Women 
often have to make compromises and pick their battles, 
such as focusing on the right to be educated over the 
right not to wear a headscarf or veil. However, the in- 
ternet and the ability to network internationally are 
important new tools in what Coleman sees as a move- 
ment that "has the potential to be as transformative in 
this century as the Christian Reformation was in the 
sixteenth century." This movement includes both femi- 
nism and the ability of the average person to reevaluate 
the scriptures and to think for themselves. 

This book is important because Westerners often 
have a vague idea of what is going on in the Middle 
East, and Coleman describes some of its history of 
constant dynamic struggle, not only between different 
forms of government but between forces of progress and 
fundamentalism. She explains that its culture, like any 
culture, is never really unchanging because there are 
always people willing to risk their lives to struggle for 
change. She has confidence that these small changes 
can add up to a larger cultural change. 

— Adele 
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Mine owners and Congress desecrate 29 miners' graves 


Detroit — Following the coal mine explosion that 
killed 29 miners at the Massey Coal Company's Upper 
Big Branch mine last April, Congressional hearings 
disclosed the horrendous safety violations at that mine 
and produced a lot of breast 
beating and outraged outcries 
vowing to pass mine safety leg- 
islation that would "never al- 
low this to happen again." 

At that time I wrote that 
legislation to increase mine 
safety law enforcement, close 
existing safety avoidance loop- 
holes and hire more mine in- 
vestigators would result in the 
100 coal lobbyists and lawyers 
working overtime to make sure 
that the legislation would con- 
tain many loopholes for coal 
operators to sleaze through. 

That was then, when everyone 
thought that such legislation would certainly be en- 
acted. 

Since then, there has been such a regressive politi- 
cal shift to the right, fueled by both a Supreme Court 
decision that gave a green light to unfettered corpo- 
rate political contributions and the dismal failures of 
the Obama administration, that the unbelievable a few 
months ago is now menacingly looming in all of society. 
One of the victims of this frightening threat was the 
coal safety legislation. 

The coal company lobbyists, along with their 
Chamber of Commerce and other financial and 
corporate allies, were so effective that the safety 
legislation in the House of Representatives fell 
short under lame-duck session rules, while in the 
Senate the proposed legislation didn't even get to 
the floor to debate due to the Republican minor- 
ity's filibustering to block legislation. 
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monitor each floor for "overstaffing," or they are called 
on the carpet. They even send nurses home mid-shift. 

What they call overstaffing, we call safety. They say 
budget overruns are a danger to the survival of the hos- 
pital. But they are killing patients and workers in the 
process in the name of improving efficiency and produc- 
tivity. Often nurses will get into arguments with their 
supervisors over staff assignments because of their con- 
cern over safety. 

JUST-TOO-LATE 

Just-in-time staffing in healthcare is counter- 
productive because management's budget obsession 
doesn't allow room for a spike in patients showing 
up in the emergency room. Often these patients need 
intensive care. They cannot be moved into the ICU un- 
til other patients are moved out. But they do not have 
enough nurses to make other rooms available. We are 
trapped in a Catch-22. 

This chronic crisis condition is really a crisis 
in thinking that goes with capitalism. What I see in 
my shop is a cadre of highly talented veteran nurses 
with decades of experience, whose primary function as 
supervisors has been reduced from that of a nurse to an 
accountant, constantly made to monitor not the quality 
of care but the company bottom line. Made to obsess 
over labor time, that is, any excess nurse-minutes, they 
behave like production foremen in an assembly line. 

This total inversion of thought and reality, that is, 
treating units of labor-time as real instead of treating 
concrete labor like providing healthcare as real, is the 
animating delusion that runs through the whole econ- 
omy. It's the delusion behind all the draconian budget 
cuts that will, in California, for example, cut millions 
from the state's Medi-Cal program. California's new 
Governor Jerry Brown said: "It's better to take our 
medicine now and get the state on a balanced footing." 
That medicine is deadly for patients and workers. 
WHO PAYS THE PIPER? 

There is a constant effort in the workplace to force 
workers to internalize this inhuman thinking. At labor- 
management team meetings we are told to be mindful 
of the customer. By "customer" they mean the corporate 
and state bureaucrats who hold the purse strings to 
employer-sponsored healthcare for their employees. 

Their conventional wisdom tells us to believe that 
what’s objective is the economy "out there” and their 
budget battles are what’s real. They want us to believe 
that there is no alternative and that these nurses' 
deaths are just the way it is. 

We workers know better. Through our concrete la- 
bor, we know the essential economy is in our daily inter- 
actions with each other as human beings. The bureau- 
crats are right to say that there is "no alternative" to 
these recurring crises under capitalism. For us workers 
then, there is no alternative to abolishing capitalism. 


A recent New York Times editorial stated that the 
failure to pass this much-needed legislation is an insult 
to the memory of the 29 miners who were killed in the 
Big Branch mine explosion. But it is much more than 

that, and much more than 
being the moral and ethical 
thing to do. 

It means that the ex- 
isting woefully inadequate 
mine safety laws-laws that 
permit coal operators to es- 
cape punishment for their 
negligent safety practices 
that lead to the injury and 
death of miners, to delay and 
avoid payment of lines levied 
against them for their in- 
fractions and to allow them 
to continue to harass, in- 
timidate and lire any miner 
who dares to complain about 
mine safety violations — all remain in effect. 

Unfortunately, prospects for mine safety legisla- 
tion are at best very dim. With the Republicans in new 
positions of power in Washington, and with President 
Obama's continuing shift to the right, coal safety legis- 
lation is at best on the back burner. 

There is, however, one bright spot in the aftermath 
of the Massey coal miners' deaths, and that is the res- 

Musician solidarity 

Detroit — At the Detroit Symphony Orchestra strike, 
Oct. 4, 2010, I dreamed I saw Clifford Odets alive; I 
heard the clarion call. In 1935 I was an eight-year-old 
innocent barely able to play "Chopsticks.” The older 
folks went gaga over a Group Theater production. I 
caught the bug. We were all "Waiting for Lefty." 

Now it all comes back. My fellow musicians are 
waking up. On the surface it's just toast and butter 
unionism on the part of Local 5 of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians: NO to a 33% wage cut and a 42% 
cut for new orchestra members. NO to changes in the 
work rules that would reduce the status of the players. 
Hardly class struggle commitment, but it's a start. 

There is support and solidarity from the commu- 
nity of musicians. On Oct. 24, 17 members of the Cleve- 
land Orchestra came to Detroit to play a strike benefit 
concert. Money pours in from members of the New York 
Philharmonic, Boston Symphony Orchestra and other 
orchestras. 

We're not ready to Rock the Cradle or to "Awake 
and Sing,” but give us time. 

— Local 802 Member, American Federation of Musicians 


Mexico City — In October 2009, Mexican President 
Felipe Calderon ordered the destruction of the publicly 
owned City Light and Power Company, and with it the 
destruction of the union. The union members, men and 
women, were informed only by watching television, 
where we heard that troops would stealthily be occupy- 
ing our workplaces. 

I had been working with City Light and Power — a 
company with a 150-year history — for about 15 years, 
before Calderon destroyed it. I had previously worked 
12 years as a service worker with the Mexican Elec- 
tricians Union (Sindicato Mexicano de Electricistas, 
SME), so together I've worked in the industry about 27 
years as a union worker. 

There was a highly contested election in the union. 
In our statutes it says that every worker has the right to 
join with other workers to form groups to discuss inter- 
nal union politics, and that is what we did. There was a 
split between the union president Martin Esparza and 
Alejandro Munoz, who tapped most into the feelings of 
those of us who were fed up with corruption. We rank- 
and-file workers said, "Enough is enough," and went 
with Munoz. 

We went before the governmental Board of Concili- 
ation and Arbitration to question the legality and trans- 
parency of the union election. We used legal means, and 
the government took advantage of this in their coup of 
Oct. 11 when they took over City Light and Power. 

Some of the women workers got together the next 
day at the union hall as soon as we heard, and we were 
there all day and night. There were meetings and as- 
semblies, with the leaders of both currents of the split 
debating the way forward. During this internal strug- 
gle, Munoz — who had always said, "When our jobs and 
our union are at risk, we have to form a united front" — 
went back on his word. 

The two leaders went their separate ways. The way 
I see it, Munoz ended up driving about half of the mem- 
bers to accept a severance deal with the government. 
It's not just by chance that about 15,000 workers took 
the deal within the first month. 

Now there are only about 12,000 of us, down from 
45,000. About three-fourths of us are gone. Some of this 
is purely because we lost our jobs so quickly. One day 


ignation of Don Blankenship, the owner of the Massey 
coal empire in Appalachia, beginning the first of this 
year. The negative publicity he generated for his abu- 
sive and dictatorial practices, his violent opposition to 
unions and environmentalism and his contempt toward 
anyone who disagreed with him, all swelled to engulf 
him and threaten the profitability of his coal empire. 

Even his brutish and barbaric practices could not 
withstand the turmoil he created. He had to go — and 
while his departure was certainly unwilling, it was 
inevitable. 

— Andy Phillips 

Teachers mock boss 

New York City — The following statement along with 
others was delivered at a press conference called by the 
NYC Green Party on Nov. 30 at 11:00 AM at Hearst 
Headquarters, 8th Ave. and 57th Street: 

I am applying to head the Magazine division of 
Hearst Publications, a position vacated by Cathie Black 
[to become Schools Chancellor]. Although I have no ex- 
perience either in business or in publications, I wel- 
come the opportunity that Mayor Bloomberg, a leading 
figure in the mass media, has given to those with no 
prior experience in that field to head an agency. 

As the mayor pointed out, he feels that Mrs. Black 
is eminently qualified to head the public school system 
because her experience in business will fit into his plan 
to organize public education into a top-down business 
model. 

Likewise, I believe that businesses like Hearst Pub- 
lications would benefit greatly by having a person like 
me who believes in a bottom-up democratic model. I 
would urge Hearst publications to democratize its op- 
eration by giving its workers the right to elect their 
supervisors, including the company’s top management. 

This would put Hearst in touch with the needs of 
the majority of the U.S. people. Hearst would expose 
the corruption of our economic and political system and 
give a voice to the voiceless. 

Hearst would put forth the programs of indepen- 
dent parties such as the Greens, which are frozen out of 
the mass media but who advocate solving the economic 
crisis by bailing out Main Street, not Wall Street, and 
by getting off dirty fossil fuels in favor of clean solar and 
wind energy. 

Hearst would become a beacon challenging the en- 
trenched power of the corporate/financial oligarchy by 
giving the people information to change a society based 
upon greed into a society based upon social justice and 
environmental wisdom. 

— Tom Siracuse, retired public school teacher 


we said to each other "See you Monday,” and then the 
work disappeared. Others left the union and said, "I'm 
not sticking around, because it's not clear where this 
movement is going." 

In the first few days the response of some of the 
workers was very energetic and militant. We demon- 
strated at all the buildings, we blocked entrances so 
nobody could leave or enter. But those who went in the 
split with Munoz said, "No, we have to negotiate with 
the government, they're offering cooperation, money, 
etc.” 

Those of us who remained in the resistance were 
led by Martin Esparza who, it is true, probably half of 
the 45,000 union members suspected of being corrupt. 
But he stayed on, and over that nine-month period 
gained recognition because he’s been at the forefront 
of the struggle. He has continued with the struggle, 
although the government doesn't recognize him as the 
legitimate and legal representative of the union. 

They are taking advantage of the fact that many 
of us who are still fighting for the union don't trust 
Martin to be the leader, to continue for a second 
term. Whether he is recognized as the Secretary 
General or not, the most important thing is that he's 
leading the resistance and that he's stayed with that 
perspective, that direction. 

The true motive of the government coup is 
to eliminate the union; it's a cornerstone of their 
privatization project. But after nine months, a solid 
number of workers are still resisting. Those of us 
who are still fighting, think differently. We're going 
to the general population and telling them that this 
isn't just an attack on the electricians' union, but an 
attack on the working class. 

This experience has transformed our thinking 
of this as just a union problem. Now we see it as 
a problem inherent in the system. Continuing the 
resistance and not accepting the government sever- 
ance has created a new type of worker through a 
leap of working class consciousness. This is the type 
of transformation we've gone through for more than 
a year. 

— Woman electrical worker, SME 

(Translated by Brown Douglass) 



Mexico: Betrayal in electrical workers union 
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Marxism and the U.S. Civil War 


FROM THE WRITINGS OF 

RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA 


Editor's note: 2011 marks the 150th anniversary of 
the start of the U.S. Civil War. The piece excerpted 
here, originally titled " Marxism and Freedom: From 
the Industrial Revolution to Automation — An Outline 
of a Book in Preparation, " shows the profound impact 
of the war on Marx's thought. It can be found in the 
Supplement to the Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, 
#11786. 


INTRODUCTION 

The todayness of Marx's thinking is seen in this: 
Not only are the problems he posed one hundred years 
ago battled out today as concrete problems in the fac- 
tory in this stage of automation, but also as funda- 
mental questions in society on a world scale. "Can 
human power bring freedom to man out of totalitari- 
anism and under threat of H-bomb rule?” is asked by 
everyone from the man on the street to the philosopher 
in his ivory tower. 

What is little known of the development of Marx's 
thinking is the impact the Civil War in the United 
States had on the structure of his greatest theoretical 
work, Capital. It was not a mere exchange of letters be- 
tween President Lincoln and Marx as the general sec- 
retary of the First International. 1 What Marx stated 
in the introduction to Capital is well-known: that just 
as the American Revolution sounded the tocsin for the 
French Revolution, so the Civil War sounded the toc- 
sin for the Paris Commune. What is not known is that 
under the impact of the Civil War Marx scrapped en- 
tirely his first draft of Capital and re-wrote it entirely. 
Not only did he thus develop the new structure for his 
work — which we now have — but his correspondence 
shows that he was collecting data from America which 
would do for Volumes II and III what the English and 
American struggles for the shortening of the working 
day did for Volume I. 

Marx's fundamental critique of political economy 
is the basis for his answer to the various tendencies in 
political economy. Unlike the representatives of these 
other tendencies, he saw that capitalist crises arose, 
not accidentally and not because of a deficiency of ef- 
fective demand, but out of the very vitals of the eco- 
nomic system — the contradiction between the produc- 
tive forces and the production relations. He held that 
the mode of labor under capitalism was the underly- 
ing cause of crises because: 

1) It was not merely the product the laborer pro- 
duced that was alienated from him. "In the alienation 
of the object of labor is only crystallized the alienation, 
the renunciation in the activity of labor itself." 

2) The domination of the capitalist over the worker 
was in reality "the mastery of dead over living labor.” 

3) Hence, the ultimate development of capital ac- 
cumulation in any given society "in the hands of one 
single capitalist or.. .one single corporation,” or the 
statification of production, would not abolish the capi- 
talist antagonism but only drive it to the extreme. 

However, the alienation of the laborer creates a 
striving for universality on his part. Under capitalist 
production man is degraded by the accumulation of 
the productive forces. At the same time, faced "with 
the intellectual potencies of the material process of 
production as the property of another and as a ruling 
power," man feels the need of appropriating the mass 
of accumulated labor for his own development. Marx 
saw that such an achievement of universality on the 
part of the laborer, the chief productive force in society, 
would become an economic necessity. The only solu- 
tion to capitalist crises lay in the abolition of the alien 
mode of labor. 

Until the development of the totalitarian State, 
this philosophical foundation of Marx was not fully 

1 The letter to Lincoln from the Central Council of the In- 
ternational Workingmen's Association, Nov. 29, 1864, was 
written by Marx and signed, Corresponding Secretary for 
Germany. — Ed. 


understood even by Marxists. It is only today that it 
is possible fully to comprehend that Marx's analysis of 
alienated labor was not a nineteenth-century humani- 
tarian adjunct to his scientific theory. Far from being a 
vulgar materialist, Marx based his perspectives of the 
inevitable collapse of capitalism and its transformation 
into socialism on a realization that labor would seek 
universality and completeness in its actual material 
life as a producer. 

Marx foresaw the present trend toward state capi- 
talism, not because he was a prophet, but because of 
his dialectical method of tracing through all trends of 
economic development to their end. It is impossible to 
understand Marx's major theoretical work if one begins 
by thinking that the particular method, Hegelian dia- 
lectics, is an absurdity. The absurdity would be if the 
method were the proof. The proof can only be in prac- 
tice, in the development of society itself. 

THE MARXIST METHOD 
Dialectics and the New 
Humanism 

Marxism is wrongly 
considered to be a "new po- 
litical economy." In truth, it 
is a critique of the very foun- 
dations of political economy, 
which Marx considered to 
be the bourgeois mode of 
thought corresponding to 
the bourgeois mode of pro- 
duction. 

Marx was concerned 
with the freedom of human- 
ity and the inevitable waste 
of human life, which is "the 
absolute general law" of the 
constant growth of machin- 
ery and the constant degradation of the laborer. 

Marx saw capitalism as an historical social order, 
the negation of a previous social order, feudal society. 
The modern society consists of two opposites, capital 
and labor. Marx set himself the task of laying bare the 
law of motion of this modern society. To discern this 
law, he applied dialectics, which he considered to be 
"the science of the general laws of motion both of the 
external world and of human thought,” to the material 
development of capitalist society. "In the method of 
treatment," he wrote Friedrich Engels [Jan. 16, 1858], 
"the fact that by mere accident I have glanced through 
Hegel’s Logic has been of great service to me...." And 
again: "Hegel’s dialectic is the basic form of all dialec- 
tic, but only after it has been stripped of its mystical 
form and it is precisely this which distinguishes my 
method." [Marx to Kugelman, Mar. 6, 1868.] 

He accused the Young Hegelians of dehumanizing 
the Idea as if ideas were not the thoughts of human be- 
ings. Human freedom is the principle towards which he 
worked. His whole philosophy, which he called dialecti- 
cal materialism, 2 is a new humanism. 

Marx took the bare laws of the dialectic: 1) the 
transformation of quantity into quality; 2) the inter- 
penetration of opposites; and 3) the negation of the ne- 
gation. With the help of these laws he tried to penetrate 
the mechanism of the capitalist mode of production and 
show the "new passions and forces" for a new social or- 
der. 

Marx begins with the discovery of classical politi- 
cal economy that labor, or the activity of man, is the 
source of all value. He states, however, that it is insuf- 
ficient to reduce wealth to labor in general. You must 
see the contradictory form in which labor appears in 
capitalist society: 1) abstract labor which creates value, 
and 2) concrete labor which creates use-values. Marx 
considers this his original contribution and the pivot 
upon which all political economy turns. The use-value 
and value of a commodity contain, in germ, all the con- 
tradictions of capitalist society precisely because this 
dual nature of commodities arises from the dual char- 
acter of labor. 

The growth of capital is seen to be not merely a 
quantitative but a qualitative relationship. Along with 
the concentration and centralization of capital, there is 
the socialization of labor. Along with the degradation 
of the worker to "an appendage of a machine," there is 
the discipline and growing revolt prepared by the very 
mechanism of production. The contradictions are seen 
to rend the system apart and make it impossible for 
it to continue. The negation of the negation is seen to 
contain a new affirmation: the socialization of labor and 
the development, instead of alienation, of the activity 
of man as the basis of the new society. Marxism thus 
incorporates into the science of economics the subjec- 
tive element, the laborer, the gravedigger of bourgeois 
society. 

Marx’s application of the laws of the dialectic to 
economic development revolutionized the whole study 
of economics. This had dealt with economic categories, 

2 In Philosophy and Revolution Dunayevskaya notes that it 
was Plekhanov, not Marx, who invented the term "dialecti- 
cal materialism." See p. 302, n. 106. — Ed. 


such as wages, profits, money, as if they were things, 
instead of expressions of production relations. For 
Marx, all economic categories are social categories. The 
relations between persons in a commodity-producing 
society, he said, are of course attached to things and 
appear as things. But this appearance belies, instead 
of manifests, the underlying essence: the relationship 
between capital and labor. This relationship dominates 
the whole of capitalist society and hence the whole of 
Capital, including Theories of Surplus Value : 

In Volume I, it appears as the relationship between 
constant and variable capital (c/v). 

In Volume II, it appears as the relationship be- 
tween the two main departments of social production: 
that of means of production and means of consumption 
(mp/mc). 

In Volume III, it appears as the relationship be- 
tween surplus value and total capital (s/c+v). 

In Theories of Surplus 
Value, it is analyzed in the 
various theories as they 
appeared historically and 
reflected partial or dis- 
torted aspects of reality. 
The reality that Marx de- 
scribed, beginning with the 
struggle for the shortening 
of the working day, brought 
with it a new philosophy: 
"In place of the pompous 
catalogue of the 'inalien- 
able rights of man," comes 
the modest Magna Carta 
of a legally limited work- 
ing day which shall make 
clear 'when the time which 
the worker sells is ended 
and when his own begins.' 
Quantum mutatus ab illo!" [ Capital , ch. 10.] 

From then on Marx's concept of freedom was al- 
ways solidly based on "the fundamental prerequisite: 
The shortening of the working day." 

THE STRUCTURE OF CAPITAL 

The Impact of the American Civil War and the 

Paris Commune on Marx's Greatest Work 

Marx had begun the study of political economy at 
the time of his break with the bourgeois world and with 
the Young Hegelians (1843). At the end of 16 years, he 
published his Critique of Political Economy. It was no 
sooner out than he decided not to continue with that 
structure. The quietude that had descended upon the 
working-class movement after the defeat of the 1848 
revolutions put a limitation to Marx's own creativity. 
He returned to his theoretical studies, including the re- 
reading of Hegel’s Science of Logic, of which he wrote: 

"I have thrown over the whole doctrine of prof- 
it as it has existed up to now. In the method 
of treatment the fact that by mere accident I 
have again glanced through Hegel’s Logic has 
been of great service to me." 

Nevertheless, the logic of a theoretical work and the 
logic of the actual class struggle were pulling at him in 
different directions. Once the revolutionary movement 
came to life again, he broke with the concept of theory 
as a matter of debate between theoreticians. Where his 
Critique of Political Economy, in 1859, was a mere ap- 
plication of dialectics to political economy, his Capital, 
in 1867, created a new dialectic out of the struggles of 
living people. 

Marx wrote enthusiastically to his friend and col- 
laborator, Engels, that a new era of European as well as 
American history had opened with John Brown's revolt. 
As he was to put it in the preface to his first edition of 
Capital, 

"As in the 18th century, the American war of 
independence sounded the tocsin for the Euro- 
pean middle-class, so in the 19th century, the 
American civil war sounded it for the Europe- 
an working-class.” 

Under the impact of the Civil War in the United 
States, the mass of economic material, on which Marx 
had worked for nearly a quarter of a century, finally as- 
sumed shape in the form in which we know it. There has 
been no appreciation of that fact in America just as the 
European scholars have failed to see the direct impact 
of the Paris Commune on the French edition of Capi- 
tal (1873). The French edition was the first to contain 
the famous passage about the concentration of capital 
in any given society in the hands of "a single capitalist 
corporation," or "a single capitalist," which was later to 
be developed into the theory of state capitalism. 

It was only in 1943, when the Russian Communists 
proposed a revision in the Marxian theory of value and 
a break with the dialectical structure of Capital, that it 
first became clear that Marx's most abstract concepts 
had come to life and that the Russian theoreticians 
could no longer associate with Marx and hold to their 
revisions. One or the other had to go. 





Fifth Massachussetts Colored Regiment charging Fort Wagner, South 
Carolina, July 1 8, 1 863. Marx wrote Engels on Aug. 7, 1 862, "In my view, 
all of this is going to take another turn. One single Negro regiment would 
have a remarkable effect on Southern nerves...' 1 


Marxism and Freedom: 
From 1776 until Today 


by Raya Dunayevskaya 

"...as Marx's new continent 
of thought develops and 
deepens, it is clear that the 
great historic events like 
the Civil War in the U.S. 

... exercised so strong an 
impact on Marx as to 
change the structure of 
his greatest theoretical 
work, Capital." 


To order see p. 7 
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ESSAY 


Philosophy and Iran's revolution: Where to now? 


by Raha 

Recollecting Raya at the end of the Dunayevskaya 
Centenary is intertwined with the Iranian Revolution 
at its 1979 high point and as it suffered through three 
decades of counter-revolution, and now, as it searches 
for a new beginning. 

One year ago, the unprecedented turnout of mil- 
lions throughout Iran on the 31st anniversary of the 
1979 Revolution revealed something new that has not 
yet been brought to light: the deep desire to reclaim 
that Revolution as one that belongs to the people as 
its true creators (see "Iranian workers enter the fray," 
March-April, 2010 N&L). Thereby the instrumental 
use of the Revolution by the Islamic Republic as but 
a means to terrorize people into submission became 
undermined. While the oppressive state has unleashed 
an ongoing absolute terror to suppress what it calls 
a "velvet revolution," it has, at best, only managed to 
drive it underground. Nevertheless, what the year-long 
sustained mass mobilizations brought to center stage 
is the historic divide between continuity and disconti- 
nuity with that 1979 Revolution, its unfulfilled goals, 
and its meaning for 
today. It is here that 
Dunayevskaya' s theo- 
retic contributions 
become indispens- 
able. 

THE LEFT IN 1979 

Let's admit it: 
the Left completely 
screwed up in 1979. 

We were shattered. 

In 1979 I went back to 
Iran having encoun- 
tered the Marxist- 
Humanist ideas of 
Raya Dunayevskaya 
and having met her 
on my way there. I 
became active with 
unemployed workers. 

It was a massive movement, given the factory shut- 
downs, departure of capitalists, etc. Those who took 
control of the movement were all Left intellectuals, but 
were wearing working-class clothing and acting as if 
they were the workers. One day, at the end of a march, 
we gathered at the Ministry of Justice. The workers 
heard speeches, then were divided up into committees 
to write up demands to be presented to the provisional 
government. I got involved with one of those commit- 
tees. Workers themselves were open-minded and were 
attentively listening, discussing different points of 
view. I spoke about workers' control, that you need to 
shape your own destiny through workers' councils. Here 
then comes this Fedayee (a Communist group) intellec- 
tual who grabs me by my collar and says intellectuals 
are not allowed among the workers! He threw me out. 

Dunayevskaya singled out "new passions and new 
forces” within the Iranian Revolution that no one else 
had seen. She was the only Marxist who comprehended 
at the time the significance of women on March 8, 1979, 
as opening a new chapter of the revolution (see "Iran: 
Unfoldment of, and Contradictions in, Revolution," 
March 25, 1979, included in Women's Liberation and 
the Dialectics of Revolution) . Moreover, she singled out 
these forces as also Reason. She had immersed herself 
in Iran's history, not as an "historian," but history as 
ongoing and future. This history recollected, revealed 
also the world context, i.e., the two Russian Revolu- 
tions of 1905 and 1917. The 1917 Revolution leading to 
the Gilan Republic 1 — a truly forgotten page in Iran's 
revolutionary history — and women's Anjumans (com- 
mittees) as the extension and deepening of the soviets. 

As she intervened in the 1978-79 Iranian revolu- 
tion, Dunayevskaya projected a recreation of Hegel’s 
Absolute Method, which is not an external reflection of 
objective reality, but is immanent within reality. This 
internal development revealed in an ongoing revolution 
what Lenin meant by his aphorism: "Cognition not only 
reflects the world but creates it." Here Idea is Power in 
the concrete because it is not "applied" but recreates 
dialectics for that particular situation. 

WHAT IS CONCRETE POST-1979? 

Thus, at the outset of the Iraq-Iran war, when 
some even within the Iranian Marxist-Humanist ten- 
dency wanted to apply Lenin's slogan "turn the im- 
perialist war into civil war," Dunayevskaya warned 
against skipping history and its process. The concrete, 
she showed, in the Hegelian sense of the concrete and 
total, would reveal that Iraq's attack on Iran in 1981 
was, in essence, an attack on the revolution. Therefore, 
revolutionaries should fight it on that ground even as 

1 The Socialist Republic of Gilan, the Iranian province, lasted 
from June 1920 until September 1921. See Dunayevskaya's 
Political-Philosophic Letter "Iran's Revolutionary Past — 
and Present," Nov. 13, 1978. Several of those Letters are 
available from News and Letters as Iran: Revolution and 
Counter-revolution. 


the grave contradictions within the revolution reached 
a counter-revolutionary turn. Never did she lose her 
confidence in the masses who had achieved that 
revolution against the Shah and U.S. imperialism, and 
who had made revolution, not oil, what defines the Mid- 
dle East. 

I recently re-read Dunayevskaya's Introduction 
to the Farsi edition of Marx's 1844 Manuscripts 2 with 
which she armed young Iranian Marxist-Humanists 
during the revolutionary upheaval. I find it, as well as 
her Introduction to the series of "Political-Philosophic 
Letters” she wrote on Iran, of great value for today as 
a summation of the revolution and of Marx. Absolute 
Method, as practiced by her, allowed for no divide be- 
tween philosophic mediation and the new self-mediat- 
ing forms of social solidarity, the workers' councils. 

The point for today is that we cannot reappear on 
the scene with the same symbols, banners, language 
and political sloganeering and pass it off as "radical- 
ism." Islamists proved to be more "radical" in pursuit 
of their fundamentalist demands. They were even more 
"anti- this and that" than the Left. 

To me, the present moment in 
Iran bears out in life the indispens- 
ability of Dunayevskaya's path- 
breaking approach: projecting what 
Hegel called the Self-Thinking Idea 
as what immanently unfolds within 
the revolutionary movement. She 
"translated" this Self-Thinking 
Idea as Marx's revolution in perma- 
nence. This speaks loudly, at least 
in my view, to the dialectics of ac- 
tion in Iran now, when the masses 
seem to have gained self-confidence 
in the actuality of their power and 
the non-actuality of the existing 
reality. The immanence of the Idea 
can no longer be left at the level of 
abstraction Lenin reached when he 
said "Notion = Man." We need to go 
further by trying to grasp the No- 
tion in-and-for-itself in order to ap- 
preciate how it is the concrete in an actual revolution. 
Otherwise, "the day after revolution" we will, yet again, 
remain stuck with the objective, material restructuring 
alone and not the free release of human creativity and 
totally new human relationships. 

LABOR AND THE DIALECTIC OF REVOLUTION 

"Labor" is such a distorted and misunderstood cat- 
egory, especially among those who shout the loudest 
about labor in the context of today's mass movement 
in Iran. Yet Raya makes one so "smart" when it comes 
to opposing other Left tendencies that one can easily 
harbor the illusion that "I know all there is to know," 
without actually knowing! Imagine a 23-year-old like 
myself, who had translated Marx's essay on "Alienated 
Labor” in the midst of the Iranian Revolution in 1978, 
and done the same with Georg Lukacs' "What is Or- 
thodox Marxism?" and yet kept labor and dialectics 
in two separate compartments. That's precisely 
the point, because by the time Dunayevskaya wrote 
her Introduction to the Farsi edition of Marx's 1844 
Manuscripts, addressing revolutionaries in an ongoing 
revolution, I had already become too "familiar" with 
Marxist-Humanism and too involved with practice to 
really grapple with the "negation of the negation" as 
the meaning of the challenge issued by Dunayevskaya 
in that Introduction. 

When it comes to labor, the vanguard parties deify 
labor and mythologize it in their "revolutionary art" 
and symbolism, even calling it the "Universal Class,” 
while in truth they regard it as but a Force in need of 
a consciousness injected from the outside. Lukacs, 
despite his Hegelianism, actually elevated the concept 
of the vanguard to a philosophic level. He made a cat- 
egorical opposition between the class "in-itself ' and the 
class "for-itself," which the Left never stopped repeat- 
ing because this opposition is mediated by the Party 
as the historic "bearer” of the class consciousness of 
the proletariat. This Hegelian par excellence actually 
did not even come close to Lenin in his encounter with 
the dialectic in-and-for-itself, let alone how it unfolds in 
an actual revolution. Naturally, no new unity of Force 
and Reason can be achieved when theoretic discourse is 
based on such a great divide between the self-determi- 
nation of labor and the Idea. 

ABSOLUTE METHOD AFTER THE REVOLUTION 

Contrast this to how Raya practiced Absolute 
Method in engaging labor during the Iranian Revolu- 
tion of 1979, specifically the oil workers. She highlight- 
ed their achievements, from the political general strike 
to their opposition to the counter-revolution ordering 
them to go back to work. Yet precisely at their high 
point she revealed a duality within labor when it came 
to their perception of "anti-imperialism," in which they 
did not fully distinguish themselves from the counter- 

2 Included in Iran: Revolution and Counter-revolution. 



"Women's Liberation is society's liberation" was a slogan women 
carried on the March 8, 1979, demonstration. 


revolution's appropriation of that concept. 3 

In other words, she did not leave the universal of 
labor as an abstract generality. On the contrary, she 
demonstrated that there is differentiation within la- 
bor, that class consciousness is an internally manifold 
totality, which contains its "Other" within itself. Only 
through the negation of this "Other" — i.e., through the 
"negation of the negation” — does that universal become 
concrete for-itself. 

Thus, when Dunayevskaya projects the power of 
the Idea as it shapes the course of the actual, it is wholly 
immanent because it reveals that the impulse to tran- 
scend the duality is within the revolution itself. Work- 
ers who achieved the overthrow of U.S. imperialism in 
Iran, opposed the counter-revolution when it sent them 
back to work, even if they were not able to fully deal 
with that counter-revolution's pseudo anti-imperialism 
trying to consolidate power against them. Therefore a 
theoretic articulation is needed to reach a new determi- 
nation of self and reality so that workers can transcend 
the Other. Isn't this how theory and practice merge into 
a new unity to usher in a new beginning also the day 
after the revolution? 

Every revolution discloses something new and 
unique. The new in Iran at the end of the 1970s found 
articulation in what was then Dunayevskaya's book-to- 
be: Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution. Suddenly the question of 
women's liberation, spontaneity, Luxemburg's "Mass 
Strike," the 1907 London Congress of Russian tenden- 
cies, and organization — all became life and death ques- 
tions pertaining to and interwoven with an ongoing 
revolution. 4 

Yes, the masses proved, once again, how all-pow- 
erful they are as they unfurl the banner of freedom. 
But Iran’s greatest tragedy was that it was without a 
philosophy of liberation, and therefore did not disclose 
the path to total freedom. Thirty-two years later, that's 
still where we are. Can the Iranian roots of Marxist- 
Humanism be rediscovered? Will Dunayevskaya's re- 
lentless engagement with that revolution and her new 
theoretic points of departure be made known in today’s 
movement? Moreover, will all this be treated as the im- 
mediately given, or will we be able to respond to the 
challenge of "Where to Begin?" as she posed it in that 
undigested Political-Philosophic Letter "What is Phi- 
losophy? What is Revolution?” The task remains to be 
done even as she left all the doors open for our genera- 
tion to engage with her body of thought as what can 
make a difference in an actual revolution. 

3 See Dunayevskaya’s discussion of the takeover of the U.S. 
embassy in Tehran, and the holding of the employees hos- 
tage, in "Grave Contradictions of the 1979 Iranian Revolu- 
tion," included in Iran: Revolution and Counter-revolution 
and reprinted in the December 1999 N&L. 

4 As Dunayevskaya put it in 25 Years of Marxist-Humanism in 
the U.S. (News and Letters, 1980): "Rosa Luxemburg, Wom- 
en's Liberation and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution greatly 
illuminated the events of 1979 and 1980. History had paid 
little attention to the 1905 Russian Revolution's extension 
to Persia... though especially the women's Anjuraan (soviet) 
was a true historic first. Suddenly, however, another element 
of that revolution in Persia — its first constitution — became 
a focal point for the 1979 Iranian Revolution. But what the 
Islamic fundamentalists meant by it and what the young 
revolutionaries related to, were absolute opposites." 


Rosa Luxemburg, Women's 
Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution 

by Raya Dunayevskaya 


“Barnett'* 

Lihetutw* 1 - 


"Iranian opponents of the Shah kept 
referring to the 1906 Constitution ... 
whereas the Iranian women who had 
participated in the revolution ... were 
recalling a very different aspect of 
the 1906-11 Iranian Revolution — 
that which had created, for the very 
first time anywhere in the world, a 
women's soviet (anjumen)." 


Women's Liberation and 
the Dialectics of Revolution: 
Reaching for the Future 

"As if Workers' Councils, Neighborhood 
Committees, Anjumen, many new forms 
of spontaneous organization, and 
youth dominant in all, did not take on 
the apparition of a dual government, 
there came. ..a mass outpouring of 
women, bearing the banner, 'We 
made the revolution for freedom, 
and got unfreedom, ' which may 
very well have opened Chapter 2 of 
the Iranian Revolution. " 

Order on page 7 
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THE OPPOSITE OF WAR IS NOT PEACE BUT REVOLUTION 



Your Statement, issued on your 
website on Dec. 9 had it just right! "The 
continuing threat of war on the Korean 
Peninsula underscores the urgency 
of the Marxist-Humanist perspective 
that the opposite of war 
is not peace but 
revolution. " 

And you 
had it right 
that "Obama’s 
diplomatic 
plans to defuse 
the situation 
began and ended 
with leaning on 

China to rein in North 
Korea, revealing that Obama had no 
plan at all." But most of all, you had it 
right that "this is a time when global 
crises are so profound that a relatively 
minor incident raises the specter of 
nuclear annihilation." 

The only real future that state- 
capitalism, in all it forms, has in store 
for humanity is "endless wars and 

immiseration." The only meaningful 

opposition to that is, indeed, "a 

revolutionary uprooting of the old and 
the creation of a new human society.” 

Marxist-Humanist 

Chicago 


When I look at Arizona today — not 
just the recent terrible shooting but the 
total climate of repression and racism — 
it makes me think that Arizona has 
become what Mississippi represented 
as the Civil Rights Movement began 
in the 1950s and '60s. We need an even 
more profound civil rights/human rights 
movement today to roll back what is 
happening — and certainly not only in 
Arizona. 

Veteran of the civil rights movement 
California 

*** 

I agree with N&L that the right- 
wing Republicans and the Teabagger 
thugs are counter-revolutionary. They 
say the Constitution is being violated 
but they don't say how. When they say 
they want to "take back the country” do 
they mean lynching and women back in 
the kitchen? Their "ideal past" was filled 
with racism and women held back in a 
form of servitude. 

The far Right seems interested only 
in lower taxes and the complete failure of 
Obama and the Democrats. Do we really 
want to let them kill off all progressive 
legislation, get rid of Medicare, social 
security, unemployment insurance and 
our other rights? We have to fight to 
keep our rights and values in place. 

Mark, a Patriot for Peace and Justice 

Chicago 


TEABAGGERSAND RISING FASCISM 

As a person of color, I immediately 
identified with two recent articles 
by Gerry Emmett in N&L: "The new 
white supremacist U.S." and "Rising 
fascism grounded in American racism." 
Racist fanaticism is a fundamental 
aspect of this country's founding. The 
Southern delegation at the Continental 
Congress had the section aiming at the 
abolition of slavery expunged from the 
Declaration of Independence. The recent 
manifestations of newer forms of racist 
tendencies represent a continuity of an 
old reality of North American society. 

Efforts to totally uproot America’s 
racist tendencies can be facilitated by 
projection of the philosophy of Marxist- 
Humanism. The philosophic viewpoint 
is needed to unmask the economic 
uncertainty. Exposing the true reality of 
capitalism, its law of motion that breeds 
accumulation of wealth at one end and 
abject poverty at the other, will make it 
possible to finally bridge the gulf that 
has divided humanity and bring us 
together on a shared commonality. 

Faruq 
Pelican Bay, Cal. 


SINGLE-PAYER MEDICARE 

A nationwide organization of doctors 
issued a statement on Jan 7, rejecting 
calls by Republican leaders to repeal 
the new health law and saying that the 
enactment of a single-payer Medicare- 
for-all program was the only way to 
assure high quality, comprehensive care 
to all Americans and rein in skyrocketing 
healthcare costs. 

I had thought all the doctors who 
believed in the single-payer concept had 
died with my father several decades 
ago. He complained then that Kaiser 
treated people like things. Where have 
we heard about that concept before? He 
was one of the early followers of Raya 
Dunayevskaya's Marxist-Humanism. 

Judy 
Los Angeles 


COMING HORRORS REVIEW? 

N&L provides a national review 
of coming horrors, like the article in 


the November-December issue on the 
"Superheroes in Honeywell lockout.” 
You are accurately describing where we 
are headed with increasing speed. Years 
ago, when I was growing up, parents 
would tell their children "Eat all your 
food, people in China are starving." Now 
people in China can tell their kids, "Eat 
all your food. Children in America are 
hungry and homeless." 

Prisoner 

Texas 


GAY LIBERATION STRUGGLES 

It was shameful how the 
Smithsonian Institution caved in to the 
Right by removing David Wojnarowicz' 
classic short film "A Fire in My Belly" 
from its exhibit on Gay history. 
Congressional Republicans Erik Cantor 
and John Boehner threatened their 
funding. In this case it would have been 
worth the fight. 

I was happy to see that many 
other museums, including three here 
in Chicago, were taking up the slack 
by exhibiting the film. If anything, it 
is more powerful now, when the face 
of AIDS has changed — AIDS is now 
disproportionately affecting Blacks and 
Latinos, and so this racist society begins 
to forget. 

Tim Finnigan 
Chicago 

*** 

It's a proud time in Illinois with both 
of its legislative houses passing a civil 
unions bill that will be guaranteed to 
have Gov. Quinn's signature! Applause 
for the legislators who voted "Yea" for 
it. Its provisions for the LGBTPQI 
and straight communities are limited 
compared to a federal equal marriage 
bill, but it's in the direction of liberation. 

Liberation would mean all the 
benefits currently granted to married 
couples would be granted to consenting 
adults in committed relationships no 
matter how many people are involved 
and to all parents. If we truly treasure 
the precious children, let's keep 
marching in that direction! 

Pansexual 

Chicago 


FIGHTING SHARIA LAW 

To mark International Human 
Rights Day on Dec. 11, One Law for All 
held an all day conference on Apostasy, 
Sharia Law and Human Rights at 
Conway Hall, London. 

The urgent cases of Pakistani Asia 
Bibi, who has received a death sentence 
for blasphemy; Palestinian Waleed Al- 
Husseini, arrested for criticizing Islam; 
and campaigners in Iran charged with 
"enmity against God," were highlighted. 
The conference unanimously demanded 
their unconditional and immediate 
release. 

Rounding off the event was a play 
"Masculine Law" by Ghazi Rabihavi 
which demonstrated how Sharia laws 
subjugate women and endanger the 
welfare of children. The conference was 
dedicated to preventing the stoning of 
Sakineh Mohammadi Ashtiani in Iran. 

Maryam Namazie 
London, England 


SOUTH KOREAN LABOR APPEAL 

On Dec. 3 of last year, the prosecutor 
in the Seoul Central District Court 
demanded prison terms of five to seven 
years for eight members of the Socialist 
Workers' Alliance of Korea (SWLK), a 
revolutionary socialist group. These 
activists in the Korean working-class 
movement were indicted under South 
Korea’s notorious National Security Law 


(passed in 1948 and theoretically still 
stipulating the death penalty for "pro- 
North" activities). The eight militants 
of the SWLK, who as internationalists 
advocate working-class revolution in 
both Koreas, were accused of no specific 
crime except being socialists, but in 
reality the indictment resulted from 
their intervention in several strikes and 
movements going back to 2007. 

It is not impossible that a barrage 
of e-mail protests to Judge Hyung 
Doo Kim of the Seoul Central District 
Court will help reduce or obviate the 
pending sentences. Let Judge Kim know 
your feelings in your own words about 
this crackdown on "thought crime" by 
writing to swlk@jinbo.net 

Please distribute this appeal 
as widely as possible. Messages in 
languages other than English are 
welcome. For more details on this case, 
contact me at lrgoldner@gmail.com 

Loren Goldner 


OBAMA AND THE GOP RIGHT 

I read your excellent editorial on 
"Capital on Strike" (Sept. -Oct. 2010 
N&L). It was elegantly, persuasively 
and clearly written. But there was one 
item that I would characterize as a half- 
truth: "The Republican Right agenda... 
is to cut Social Security and Medicare." 
This is, of course, a correct analysis but 
only tells us half the story. The other 
half is that this is an agenda that is 
shared by the Democratic Party as well. 
Sure, the GOP will more boldly raise the 
issue. Yet it will be the Dems that will 
carry the day and drive the crucial nails 
into the coffin, "reluctantly” bowing to 
the pressure of the Republicans. 

The pressure that Democratic 
leadership responds to is only in the 
direction of the Right; in the direction 
of dismantling the entitlements of 
the popular classes. The Progressive 
Caucus is the largest in Congress, 
but Obama has found little cause to 
make any concessions to them. Rather, 
concessions have been all in the direction 
of the so-called progressives delivering 
their constituency to the Right while 
attacking the Left. 

Reader 
Bay Area 

One of the points Senator Bernie 
Sanders made in his eight to nine hour 
filibuster against the Republican/Obama 
tax break for the richest Americans 
is that the USA has the most poverty 
in the industrial world. That's a major 
reason why we have the most people of 
any country in prison. 

Basho 
Los Angeles 


FOR BEN EPSTEIN (1918 -2010) 

A memorial for Ben Epstein on 
Oct. 24 at the Niebyl-Proctor Marxist 
Library in Oakland celebrated a long, 
rich life as a Marxist, psychologist and 
father. I didn't get to know Ben until 
he was already in his late 80s but the 
circumstances were remarkable. At that 
age and with great intellectual capacity, 
Ben put out a call for a group to read and 
discuss the whole of Hegel’s Science of 
Logic. He felt Marxists needed to study 
Hegel straight in order to comprehend 
Marx's roots there. A roomful of people 
responded but only a handful completed 
that journey over a year later. We had, 
as might be expected, somewhat sharp 
differences at times, but we became 
friends. His daughter said his memorial 
was at the library because of the 
importance Ben attached to the Hegel 
study held there. 

Ron Kelch 
California 


RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA'S MARXIST-HUMANISM 


Now that the centenary of Raya 
Dunayevskaya (1910-2010) is over, it 
seems to me one part of her character 
and philosophy was not dealt with 
adequately. She was not a Hope Seller. 
Certainly some of her merit and 
greatness rests on that fact. 

She innately understood, 
as did Marx, that basically 
humans make their own 
hope. She never stooped 
to selling hope, while this 
country has been inundated 
with sleazy hope-sellers. 

Thank you, Raya. Hope is 
the ultimate merchandise 
and snake oil is capitalism's 
finest product. 

Robert Zani 
Tennessee Coloniy, Texas 

*** 

For Raya Dunayevskaya, nothing 
was ever separated from anything 
else, with all pointing to the need for 
revolution. She saw what Marx meant 
in writing that "Time is the place for 
human development." In her writing 
there is an insistence on the past and 
present reaching for the future. The 
shock of recognition when we deal with 
history is that it presses upon us the 
need for revolution until we arrive at a 
new way of life. 

Dawn 

California 


One of the significant aspects 
of Raya Dunayevskaya's American 
Civilization on Trial is how she made 
the distinction between the established 
literary writers and the Abolitionists. 
The literary writers, by virtue of their 
narrow vision, tended 
to attribute changes in 
societal development 

to the government's 
administrative policies, 
whereas the stalwarts of 
the Abolitionist Movement 
became the unified voice of 
the actual mass movement of 
slaves fleeing their Southern 
bondage to Northern 
freedom. By their constant 
contact with the slaves, the 
Abolitionists discovered the 
human source for the reconstruction 
of society. Dunayevskaya's drawing 
this out serves to reinforce the point 
she made in her other writings, that 
a theorist cannot write out of his/her 
head, because real theory grows out of 
the activity of masses in motion. She 
saw it as the duty of the theorist to not 
only see the duality in mass practice 
which is a form of theory, but also to give 
assistance by articulating the theory 
while simultaneously demonstrating 
the inseparability of practice to theory 
and theory to practice. Prisoner 

Crescent City, Cal. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL STRUGGLES CONTINUE 


Hazel Johnson, one of the 
most important fighters against 
environmental racism in the U.S., died 
Jan. 12. She began organizing in 1979 
with other African-American residents 
of the Altgeld Gardens public housing 
project on the South Side of Chicago. 
Initially, they were seeking proper 
maintenance of their homes. 

Her organization, People 
for Community Recovery (www. 
peopleforcommunityrecovery.org), is 
still active today with Cheryl Johnson, 
Hazel s daughter, as Executive Director. 
Hazel learned that her community was 
surrounded by polluting industries and 
waste sites, and had been built on top of 
a landfill. She called it a toxic doughnut 
and became an environmental justice 
activist before the phrase was invented. 

For the rest of her life, she never 
stopped fighting for the people of Altgeld 
Gardens and every community around 
the world whose health is under attack 
by polluting companies and complicit 
governments. (See "Environmental 
Justice Wake-up Call," Aug. -Sept. 
1995 N&L.) She pointed out that poor 
people of color were most affected. Last 
year she fell ill and received the kind 
of low-quality healthcare the poor in 
our country so often receive. We need 
more fighters like Hazel Johnson. The 
struggle continues! 

Franklin Dmitryev 
Chicago 

After only a day and a half, there 
were nearly 1,000 signatories to a 
coalition letter thanking Gov. Cuomo 
for his "continuation" of the executive 
order for further environmental review 
of hydraulic fracturing (fracking). We 
are not out of the thicket yet, but things 
appear to be getting brighter. 

Walter Hang 
Ithaca, N.Y. 

The flooding in January that killed 
over 600 in Brazil, while floods in 
Australia devastated an area the size of 
France plus Germany, forcefully brought 
into the new year the message that 
scientists released at the same time: 


2010 was the wettest year on record, 
and one of the hottest. Even insurance 
companies are commenting that the 
recent surge in "natural" disasters — 
making 2010 also the most disaster-filled 
year — can only be explained by global 
warming. We are witnessing effects that 
will get worse if humanity doesn't get a 
handle on climate change. The fact that 
so many people in power only want to 
deny it and push off action is a sign of 
a system that feels its coming end in its 
bones. Let’s make sure it’s the end of 
capitalism, not of human civilization. 

Environmental activist 
Southern California 


OUR CRIMINAL INJUSTICE SYSTEM 

Javan Deloney seeks release from 
over 20 years in prison. His "confession" 
was forced with torture. On Jan. 6, Cook 
County Presiding Judge Paul P. Biebel 
was to render his decision to assign a 
special prosecutor for Deloney. After 
more than an hour and 45 minute delay, 
Biebel allowed an assistant Cook County 
States Attorney to make a delaying 
motion in response to Deloney’s petition. 
Biebel accepted the motion and ruled to 
reserve his decision until Jan. 20. 

As a former torture victim, I am 
outraged that Biebel delayed this case 
until Jan. 20, clearly knowing that 
Jon Burge would be sentenced on that 
exact same date. (See "Forum: Stop 
the Culture of Torture," Nov. -Dec. 2010 
N&L.) As a former torture victim, I 
remain shocked by the leeway that 
judges provide the Cook County State's 
Attorney office, knowing that this office 
should not be assigned these cases. Mr. 
Deloney, and all victims tortured under 
Burge's leadership, deserve hearings 
on their claims of torture based on 
evidence from the Special Prosecutor's 
report released in July 2006. It found 
that tortures were an "epidemic" at 
Police Station areas two and three and 
"systematic" under Burge's command. 

Mark A. Clements, Wrongful Conviction 
Coordinator, Chicago Alliance against Racist 
and Political Repression 


On Jan. 11, the Illinois State Senate 
passed a bill to end the death penalty 
in Illinois. If Governor Quinn signs the 
bill, it will be law. (It has already been 
passed by the House.) This represents 
decades, if not more than 100 years, 
of work by people from all walks of life 
who see the death penalty as barbaric. 
I, for one, cannot imagine that it is 
OK for the state to take a person in its 
custody, who is in a completely helpless 
position before enormous power, and put 
that person to death. Most people don't 
know that on the death certificate of an 
executed person the cause of death is 
listed as Homicide. 

January 

Chicago 


MAURITIUS: FREE CHAGOS! 

Late last year Lalit (a left party 
in Mauritius) held the International 
Conference on Diego Garcia and Chagos 
in Mauritius. The UK split the Chagos 
Islands in the middle of the Indian Ocean 
from the country of Mauritius in 1965 
and the native population was forced 
out to make way for the U.S. military 
base on Diego Garcia. The conference 
recalled street battles won against the 
Riot Unit, victorious court cases when 
Chagossian and Lalit women were on 
trial for illegal demonstrations, and the 
2004 Peace Flotilla to Diego Garcia. 

Lalit thanked News and Letters and 
several other groups for their messages 
to the conference. Strong opposition 
was voiced to the "Marine Protected 
Area" declared by the UK. A Wikileaked 
U.S. cable from May 2009 quoted UK 
Foreign Office official Colin Roberts 
saying, "former inhabitants would find 
it difficult, if not impossible, to pursue 
their claim for resettlement on the 
islands if the entire Chagos Archipelago 
were a marine reserve." Conferees 
agreed to continue a unified struggle for 
closing down the U.S. base, dismantling 
the British colony of the islands, and 
assuring the right of return for all 
Chagossians. 

Solidarity activist 
Illinois 


VOICES FROM BEHIND THE WALLS 


I am 
presently 
held in 
a High 
Security/ 
closed 
custody 
wing, 
locked 
down 24/7, 
with zero 
movement 

for prisoners. 

Everything that comes into the pod 
that is readable is passed from cell to 
cell. 



Your paper has sparked many 
debates and flat-out arguments about 
what's good for the workers, what’s good 
for the country, and how the government 
has pretty much abandoned the worker 
(the backbone of its revenue) and the 
people. 

Thank you for keeping us informed 
about issues the mainstream papers 
skip over, or openly refuse to print. As 
long as prison industry (slave labor) 
exists, the worker is in danger of being 
imprisoned simply for the purposes of 
production. 

Prisoner 
Amarillo, Texas 


The struggle is an ongoing process. 
It never ends. Our education never 
stops. As we grow and develop and 
transform ourselves into whatever we 
are to become, the question that most 
demands an answer is: Did you learn 
anything? 

I hope to soon contribute to your 
pages and share a few of the things I've 
learned in the struggle. It never ends. 

Prisoner 
Bennettsville, S.C. 

What a publication! We who are 
in the belly of the beast get equal 
treatment. Your paper sheds some light 
on the capitalist thinking of our country. 
Keep up the good work. The devil is mad. 
You serve a purpose. Be strong. 

Prisoner 
Gatesville, TX 
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South African shack dwellers: 'a new social movement 1 


Editor's note: S'bu Zikode of Abahlali baseMjon- 
dolo of Western Cape spoke recently in Oakland, Cal., 
on a U.S. tour about this movement within South Africa. 
Here are excerpts from his talk: 

People are born and live in 
these shantytowns, at least 2.3 
million of us. In 2005 Abahlali 
baseMjondolo, an organization 
representing 25,000 people, came 
together to build a movement. 

Abahlali is a Zulu word meaning 
residents; baseMjondolo means 
living in shacks. 

The movement was born out 
of anger, hunger and frustration. 

It started spontaneously as a 
road blockade. Twenty-five peo- 
ple were arrested, then beaten 
and tortured in the local police station. 

After that we realized that a road blockade is a po- 
litical action. We were not aware we were playing with 
fire. The objective was to fight for and protect the inter- 


BLACK/REDVIEW 


continued from p. 1 

Caribbean after 1808 "had a profound impact on slav- 
ery in the United States — with especially drastic re- 
sults for slaves in the upper South, where Tubman and 
her family lived. 

"Suddenly, enslaved African-American women, al- 
ready expected to perform harsh and exacting physical 
labor, became the sole legal source of slave labor." In 
other words, enslaved African-American women were 
forced to produce both material commodities for the 
market as well as human laborers who would produce 
more commodities for the market. 

This dual exploitation of African-American women 
made Maryland slaveholders extremely wealthy. They 
sold the children of African-American women to South- 
ern cotton plantation owners at a high price. Harriet 
Tubman lost two sisters in this diabolical exploitation. 

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD 

According to Clinton, Harriet Tubman heard a 
rumor in 1849 that her master was planning to "sell 
her down the river" and had to take action. The white 
woman who aided her in escaping gave her a slip of pa- 
per to deliver to the home of another white woman, who 
ordered her brusquely to take a broom and sweep the 
yard. This was to make her appear as a servant, at the 
very moment she had entered into the Underground 
Railroad. When the woman's husband came home, he 
loaded Tubman into his wagon and transported her to 
another town where she was directed to another sta- 
tion. 

Harriet Tubman later became the most prominent 
"abductor" on the Underground Railroad. She went 
deep into the South to bring slaves out. Only very few 
had the courage and the skill to engage in this danger- 
ous activity. Conductors only conveyed slaves from one 
specific depot to the next depot. The abductor went into 
the very center of slavery and organized willing slaves 
into an expedition. "She spread the word along the 
slave grapevine, informing members of plantation com- 
munities about the time and place for her rendezvous 
with candidates for escape. She might provide false in- 
formation at first to flush out any betrayers. Once she 
found local prospects to her satisfaction, Tubman made 
her final appeal.... 'She directed them by her songs, as 
to whether they might show themselves or continue to 
lie low.... No one would notice what was sung by the old 
colored woman as she trudged along the road."' 

BLACK WOMEN'S GENIUS 

She must have led hundreds of African Americans 
to freedom. She never learned to read or write, which, 
as Raya Dunayevskaya points out, might have led some 
to underestimate her intelligence. In 1975, Dunayevs- 
kaya said, "Sojourner Truth and sometimes also Har- 
riet Tubman are dutifully mentioned, condescendingly 
admitting their bravery — and of course their suffering 
as slaves — but never as Reason which drove the edu- 
cated to face reality: that the Black women were the 
orators, generals, and, yes, thinkers, whereas they, 
the middle-class intellectuals, were but subordinates.” 
("Today's Women Theorists” reprinted in Women's Lib- 
eration and the Dialectics of Revolution — See p. 7 to or- 
der.) As Clinton documents, Tubman was consulted by 
John Brown about the lay of the land at Harpers Ferry, 
set the date for his attack, and became a scout for the 
Union Army during the Civil War. 

Once the war broke out, she knew it had to be about 
freeing the slaves and not saving the Union. She said at 
the end of 1861 to abolitionist Lydia Maria Child: "I'm 
a poor Negro; but this Negro can tell Mister Lincoln 
how to save the money and the young men. He can do 
it by setting the Negroes free." This was Marx's criti- 
cism of Lincoln at the time, that he was not winning the 
Civil War because he did not make emancipation of the 
slaves the main issue of the War. 


ests of the shack dwellers. The initial idea was to peti- 
tion the government. As the movement grew, it became 
a challenge to the authorities. 

We are fighting for land and 
housing in the city. South Africa 
prides itself on building "world- 
class cities,” cities without pov- 
erty, without the homeless. The 
campaign to achieve that was 
similar to Mugabe's campaign 
in Zimbabwe, where thousands 
of homes were destroyed a few 
years ago. South Africa was 
writing legislation that would 
give legitimacy to evictions, 
which we had to challenge. 

In some communities as 
many as 10,000 of the evicted 
share only five communal tents. They have to wake up 
at 2:00 AM to queue up to get water. There are only six 
toilets. There is a lot of disease in shantytowns, a lot 
of HIV and AIDS, yet all have to queue up to use those 
six toilets and women are raped waiting for them. In 
most shantytowns there is no water, no road access, no 
electricity. 

Of the people in shantytowns, 80% are unem- 
ployed. The 20% who are working are in the "alterna- 
tive” economy, selling things on the street, or providing 
domestic labor in the surrounding middle-class homes. 

We began by saying, this is who we are, this is 
where we are, this is what we want. We created our own 
space, a democratic space, democratizing the neighbor- 
hoods where we work. We run an HIV/AIDS project. We 
have partnerships with some of the state departments 
who are able to fund services: more water, more toilets. 
CREATING OUR OWN SPACE 

We have victories apart from securing some ser- 
vices and winning in court against the eviction act. We 
have a space where the shack dwellers, the unorga- 
nized, unemployed, uneducated can come together and 
share our suffering. What a precious space we have cre- 
ated! We protect this space against all who try to take it. 

We encourage a culture of learning within the 
movement. We have our own university of Abahlali 
baseMjondolo to stimulate and create learning through 
opportunities we create, libraries, debates. We send 
some shack dwellers into universities to learn and then 
bring back their learning to the community. 

When you join our movement you have responsi- 
bilities from the very first day. We ask everyone to pay 
membership dues. Whatever issue brings you into the 
movement — unemployment, housing, poverty — we ask 
that you find 50 others in your community who would 
want to work with you on that. 

The work we promote is at the community level. 
When there are 50 people in a community wanting to 
work with us, we send someone to explain who we are 
and what is the responsibility that each of us has. When 
we launch a new branch, we stress that we are not go- 
ing to struggle for you, but we will struggle with you. 

'LIVING POLITICS' OF A SOCIAL MOVEMENT 

People learn that you don't act in isolation, that 
a community is people you can rely on, who will hear 
you when you are in trouble. So the movement doesn't 
depend on leaders in the office, but the community that 
takes on a commitment and a responsibility. 

This concept of a social movement is new. It used 
to be that people thought that joining one of the exist- 
ing parties was the only form of political participation. 
Abahlali baseMjondolo is unique in that we are not of 
any party. Some politicians feel threatened by this force. 
We came up with what we call "living politics,” which is 
politics that ordinary people can understand. If I have 
no water and no electricity, it is not for any other reason 
but for my life that I need water and electricity. 

In distinction, party politics focuses on electoral 
politics, affiliating with a political party as a license to 
enter politics. Whatever party you belong to does not 
provide you a job, a house — you are still here, living in 
this shantytown. A lot still needs to be done to deal with 
the trauma of apartheid, like the inferiority complex 
and the lack of confidence. The political leadership has 
failed to deal with it. But it is all of our responsibility to 
create a new society, from the family level, to neighbor- 
hood, to provincial and national level before we can talk 
about a global change of mindset. 

UNFINISHED STORY OF A BETTER WORLD 

We pay a price for organizing. Some people who say 
their job is to think for us, to make decisions for us, 
think that it is a bad thing what we are doing. They at- 
tack our form of democracy, attack our people. 

For example, we have evidence that an attack on us 
which took place in December 2009 was planned very 
high up in the government. Some people were killed, 
many were evicted, their homes burned or looted. 

We were forced into exile, we had to become refu- 
gees in our own country, in our own city. In the post- 
apartheid "democracy" we find ourselves without 
homes, without jobs, without anything. Our movement 
called for an independent inquiry into the attack, but 


the government had something to hide. 

The African National Congress (ANC) continues to 
send people to intimidate us. We may need to prepare 
for even worse to come in our struggle for social justice. 
Organizing is hard, but what keeps us going is trying 
to help people, even if we don't have any money and rely 
only on our strength and our unity. 

We have been successful in getting together thou- 
sands of people, and we find that when we are together 
we are very powerful, we can shape our country. When 
we are together we can make the law work for us, make 
our own laws. Organizing does impact policies. 

We are facing the threat of arrest and even death. 
When South Africa became democratic, we had all 
hoped that things would be much better. But the work 
of Nelson Mandela, Mahatma Gandhi and so many oth- 
ers has been undermined. The work that we do is to 
continue that unfinished story, to try to bring a better 
world where everyone is equal. 

'No foreclosures! I'm 
not leaving my house!' 

On Jan. 13 Silvia Baca appeared in Housing Court 
and found that the loan company had sold her house 
on Nov. 4 — for one-fourth what she and her husband 
had paid. Below is the history of her ongoing struggle 
against eviction. 

Chicago — My husband and I bought a house in 
2006. A year later, we wanted to refinance. Ruth, work- 
ing with TCF Bank, told my cousin not to send the next 
payment because the closing would be Oct. 8. But the 
closing didn’t happen. 

Our mortgage was transferred from Fremont Mort- 
gage to Litton Loan Servicing without notice to me. My 
papers say they are supposed to tell you two months 
before a transfer. Litton said they needed me to send 
the payments. I said, How can I send the payments to 
Litton when I sent them to Fremont already? So I was 
behind in my mortgage. All they offered me was a re- 
payment plan — with a lot of interest. 

I didn't know my interest would change every year. 
It kept increasing. The papers said the interest could 
get increased every six months, but it started to in- 
crease every three months. 

They tried a lot of things to get me out of my house. 
We tried four times to get a modification. First they said 
we sent the papers and money late, but I had sent pa- 
pers by mail and by fax. They did not return my money 
until eight months later. 

The second time, they told me they were going to do 
it internally. A month later, they sent me a letter that 
my husband didn't qualify for modification. He was still 
working. I said, Why is he not eligible for a modification 
when he was eligible to buy the house? 

My husband lost his job when his company closed. 
We spent all his unemployment to pay for the house. 
One day I told him I’m not going to send any more pay- 
ments because for two years I haven’t been able to buy 
my kids clothes, shoes, school supplies. 

After he was unemployed, we called Litton and 
they denied the modification again and returned the 
checks. I told the judge that they didn’t explain why. At 
a hearing he asked the lawyer why they sent the checks 
back. The lawyer said, "I don't know.” The judge told 
him to go back to Litton and tell them they need to start 
doing the modification. 

Litton called me and said, We're going to do a modi- 
fication by Obama's program. With the last payment I 
sent, I called to let them know. They said we'd get the 
modification, and to call them in ten days. When I did, 
they sent me straight to a message that said your modi- 
fication is denied. The judge said he could do nothing, 
we had to move in 30 days. 

As we left the courtroom, I found some people 
from the Chicago Anti-Eviction Campaign. They 
asked us, Do you want to keep your house? We 
said, if we can fight for our house we will fight. 
The day when those people told me I could fight 
for my house was the first time I felt like I was 
not alone. When I was working with those banks, 
I felt they were very powerful and I had nothing 
in my hands to fight with. 

I found my house had been sold to HSBC in 2008. 
What are they doing to us? I kept working with people 
in 2008, 2009 and 2010 and my house was already sold! 

My kids say they want to fight to keep our house. 
They don't want to move from the neighborhood and 
lose their friends. 

Sometimes my daughter comes with me to get more 
families involved in this fight. She made a big banner 
with big letters to say "STOP FORECLOSURES. I’M 
NOT GOING TO LEAVE MY HOUSE." She arranged 
with the principal to let us speak with the kids at the 
school, to invite them to join us in canvassing and at- 
tend meetings. 

If I lose my house, I want to fight for others who are 
in the same situation. The money we pay in taxes, the 
government gives to these banks. I think we all have a 
right to have a good place to live, especially when there 
are kids there. — Silvia Baca 
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EDITORIAL 


Back to the nuclear brink 


The continuing threat of war on the Korean Pen- 
insula, the nature of debate over the just-ratified New 
START nuclear arms reduction treaty, and the "wis- 
dom" Homeland Security has 
shared with us on surviving a 
nuclear attack, all underscore 
the urgency of the Marxist- 
Humanist perspective: the 
opposite of war is not 
peace, but revolution. 

North Korea last Nov. 23 
returned the question of war 
and nuclear annihilation to 
world attention by raining 
deadly artillery shells down 
on South Korean-controlled 
Yeonpyeong Island, killing two 
civilians and two South Ko- 
rean marines. It sank a South 
Korean naval ship in March, 
killing 46 sailors, leading 
South Korea to end most trade 
and aid; then it raised the nu- 
clear threat level in October 
by revealing a massive plant 
for separating out bomb-grade 
uranium-235. 

The North Korean regime has survived since 
World War II, buttressed by the mythology built around 
founder Kim Il-sung as the great liberator of Korea 
from Japan's colonial rule. Its "military first" ( sungon ) 
policy funneling resources to military forces has made 
it a nuclear power at the expense of starving over two 
million North Koreans in the last two decades. Last 
year's currency revaluation has revived fears of a re- 
turn to the worst days of famine. 

MARKERS FOR WORLD WAR III 

Escalation of international tensions, which always 
strengthens military dominance over North Korean 
society, also benefits succession to office of Kim Jong- 
il's 20-something son Kim Jong-un. As the Korean 
Peninsula remains the last partitioned country cre- 
ated by Cold War rivalries after World War II, North 
Korean saber-rattling, pinned between China and the 
U.S. fleet, renews the threat of World War III as each 
nuclear-armed power — North Korea, the U.S. and 
China — reacts in ways that raise the risk of war. 

The Obama administration, vowing to stand 
"shoulder-to-shoulder” with South Korea, hastily or- 
dered an aircraft carrier task force to the Yellow Sea for 
joint naval exercises with South Korea. On Dec. 3, the 
U.S. and Japan began an eight-day joint military exer- 
cise of 44,000 troops near the Peninsula. If there were 
a war, the ten million citizens of Seoul, a stone's throw 
from the border, would be among the first casualties. 

President Obama’s plans to defuse the situation 
seem to begin and end with leaning on China to rein 
in North Korea. China, which has an interest in main- 
taining easy access to North Korea's mineral wealth, 
pointedly did not condemn its artillery attack, but did 
condemn the U.S. -South Korea joint naval exercises. 

China’s suggestion, accepted by North Korea, to re- 
start six-party talks — between North and South Korea, 
the U.S., China, Japan and Russia — was first rejected 
by the U.S. and Japan. Now the U.S. is promoting those 
talks but South Korea is holding back. 

START TREATY HELD HOSTAGE 

Despite this months-long reminder of nuclear 
brinksmanship, Republican Senators made the New 
START arms reduction treaty with Russia unusually 
partisan by filibustering it along with all other Obama 
initiatives. Using old Cold War rhetoric they claimed 
treaty provisions, which in general cut the maximum 
missiles in active service by one-third to 1550 per side, 
fettered only the U.S. This placed Republicans to the 
right of their hero Ronald Reagan, who favored a zero 
nuclear world. They did follow Reagan’s hypocrisy, as 
he had simultaneously promoted nuclear escalation 
with his "Star Wars" anti-missile defense systems. 

Obama caught that legacy of Reagan: as his admin- 
istration "defended" the New START treaty he assured 
Senators that it would not interfere in expanding anti- 
missile emplacements across Eastern Europe facing 
Russia. By promising billions for modernizing nuclear 
facilities, Obama seduced defectors from the Republi- 
can side, including two right-wing Tennessee Senators. 
Even so, the treaty was ratified 71-26 on Dec. 22, by a 
narrow margin over the two-thirds vote required. 

1950s 'DUCK AND COVER' REDUX 

The Homeland Security Department's revised re- 
port on surviving a nuclear attack, issued on Dec. 16, 
that urged victims to get behind a brick wall and "shel- 
ter in place," was met with universal derision. "Shelter 
in place" was mocked as a remake of "duck and cover," 
the watchword of 1950s nuclear "preparedness.” "Duck 
and cover" addressed the real and near-universal fears 
of a nuclear holocaust. It did not allay those fears, as 
surveys at the time confirmed, but it attempted to make 
the idea of threatening nuclear war acceptable. 

"Shelter in place" addressed those old fears and the 



One scheme to "shelter in place." You didn't actually want to 
sleep on that mattress or sit in your lounge chair, did you? 
Should you start rearranging your furniture now, or wait for 
the bomb to be thrown? 


fears of terrorism that have been stoked for political 
gain since before Sept. 11, 2001. The Homeland Secu- 
rity report assumed a nuclear device, smaller than the 
bomb that devastated Hiroshima, 
detonated by terrorists. This re- 
port is part of legitimizing the 
endless war on faceless terror- 
ists — as against the real terror 
threat of anti-abortion and Tea 
Party zealots. 

The only real future that 
state-capitalism in all its forms 
has in store for humanity is end- 
less wars and immiseration. Nei- 
ther Obama's pragmatism nor 
that of China's Communist Party 
leadership presents a real alter- 
native to that. 

To fully oppose the war 
moves by all parties to this con- 
flict means to confront exploit- 
ative capitalism and its barbaric 
wars across the globe, and to 
base that opposition on a total 
concept of what we are for: social 
revolution. War will continue 

to be a present reality until the 

achievement of a revolutionary uprooting of the old and 
the creation of a new human society. 

'Waiting for Superman' 

New York City — The controversial film "Waiting For 
Superman" started with the premise that U.S. public 
schools are broken. It blamed the teachers' unions and 
tenure, and demonized the President of the American 
Federation of Teachers Randi Weingarten. The film ig- 
nored the facts. It held up Finland as a model but failed 
to mention that Finland's public schools are much bet- 
ter funded and that Finland’s teachers belong to a very 
strong union and have tenure. 

Michelle Rhee, ex-Chancellor of Washington, D.C., 
Public Schools, was depicted as a superwoman with a 
broom as she fired teachers and supervisors. Are we to 
go back to when there was no due process? 

It held up charter schools as the panacea and in- 
cluded Geoffrey Canada as a sort of superman. But his 
Harlem charter school receives lots of money from pri- 
vate sources and is better funded than other Harlem 
public schools. The facts about charters in general do 
not jibe with the film's admiration of them. The Cen- 
ter for Research on Education Outcomes at Stanford 
University found that 83% of charters did no better 
than their public counterparts. The new NY statewide 
achievement tests now show similar results. 

The most striking part of the film was how cruel 
the lottery selection was to children and their parents 
who are led to believe that winning would get them out 
of the problems of the inner city. They were filmed with 
high hopes going into a large auditorium. The names of 
a small minority of winners were called out while the 
rest went home dejected, often in tears. The message 
was that we needed more charters, i.e., privatize the 
public schools. 

Yes, our public schools are broken but not because 
of our teachers and their unions. They are broken by 
a society that accepts high unemployment, an in- 
creased income gap between the ultra rich and the rest 
of us, wars, the highest prison population in the world 
and entrenched racism. They are broken by a politi- 
cal system that bailed out the banks which caused the 
present economic crisis while it puts this crisis on the 
backs of workers by laying them off and cutting funds 
for our public schools and social services. 

— Tom Siracuse 
Retired public school teacher 
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QUEERNOTES 


by Elise 

The Bisexual Queer Alliance of Chicago (BQAC) 
was formed in autumn 2010, to raise visibility of the 
Bisexual community there — where we re virtually un- 
known — to erase Bi-phobia and to work towards Bi civil 
rights. BQAC applauds the Center on Halsted, a Chica- 
go LGBT resource center, for holding a space for us for 
years and now we've finally taken them up on it. BQAC 
fundraised for Howard Brown Health Center — serving 
the special needs of the LGBT community and, until 
very recently, in danger of closing — and the Broadway 
Youth Center. BQAC meets the first Saturday of each 
month. It participates in actions, including Chicago's 
Transgender Day of Remembrance vigil and several 
rallies for Civil Unions in Illinois, which passed and 
will soon be signed into law. 

* * * 

Your life may be in danger in Cameroon if you're 
merely perceived to be Transgender, Bisexual, Lesbian 
or Gay, according to l’Association pour la defense des 
droits des homosexuels and other human rights groups. 
Beatings, arrests, prison time without charge, out- 
ings by the media, prison officials ignoring abuses by 
inmates, unemployment, no healthcare and shunning 
by friends and family — doubly harmful to women in 
that culture where they're expected to be dependent on 
family throughout their lives — are the result of media- 
coined and promoted "homocraty”: the perception that 
GLBT people are power-hungry, corrupt, rich, and in- 
tent on controlling the country. 

* * * 

Toting the sign, "Keep the Promise: Fight Global 
AIDS," Boston-area college students protested Presi- 
dent Obama as he headlined a get-out-the-vote rally 
for Governor Deval Patrick, last autumn. Obama has 
only delivered 10% of a campaign-promised $50 billion 
to fight AIDS worldwide. Protesters also rallied for a 
federal gender-identity-inclusive Employment Non-Dis- 
crimination Act (ENDA) and marriage equality. 

* * * 

New Jersey Governor Christie signed the tough- 
est statewide antibullying bill in the nation. It requires 
all public school teachers, staff and administrators to 
be trained on what to do when harassment occurs and 
to report every incident. Those who do not act on such 
incidents — inside or outside of school — and school em- 
ployees and students who bully students, will be dis- 
ciplined. This is especially good news for NJ middle 
school students as, nationally, middle school GLBT 

students experience the most bullying and intolerance. 

* * * 

The 2010 International Transgender Day of Re- 
membrance (ITDOR) was marked in the Philippines by 
The Society of Transsexual Women of the Philippines 
with a film, candle lighting and readings of the sto- 
ries of those who died. In Israel people marched, and a 
Hate Crime Poster was launched in Northern Ireland 
as part of their annual Outburst Queer Arts Festival. 
The Ukraine's ITDOR viewing of "Boys Don't Cry" was 
tear gassed by masked men. The victims are pursuing 
charges of hate crime rather than the official charge of 
hooliganism. 

* * * 

Canadian prisoners' rights advocacy group Prison- 
ers' Legal Services is fighting the ban on government 
funding of sex reassignment surgery for inmates. The 
Public Safety Minister ordered the ban in November. 
The ban flies in the face of both the Canadian Human 
Rights Commission and federal court rulings. 
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loss of support the militia movement of the 1990s suf- 
fered following Timothy McVeigh's 1995 bombing of the 
Federal Building in Oklahoma City. 

Already right-wing talk show hosts are calling 
for the head of Sheriff Dupnik, who said: "The anger, 
the hatred, the bigotry that goes on in this country is 
getting to be outrageous. And unfortunately, Arizona 
I think, has become the capital. We have become the 
mecca for prejudice and bigotry." 

The sheriff is correct. The Right has no other an- 
swer to the ever-deepening crisis of capitalism than 
an ever-deepening inhumanity. This was seen in Ari- 
zona's anti-immigrant legislation, which Rep. Giffords 
opposed. The rhetoric of hatred, racism, misogyny, ho- 
mophobia, xenophobia and so forth doesn't come from 
nowhere. It has a basis in the worsening material con- 
ditions of the economy, and the "solution" it offers is 
a wrong turn through irrationality and scapegoating 
straight into American fascism. 

It is brutally ironic that a few days before the mas- 
sacre in Tucson, the new Congress — by demand of the 
Tea Party — had indulged in a farcical reading of the 
U.S. Constitution which removed all references to slav- 
ery. They wanted a history wiped clean of blood and 
guilt. That lie didn't last them or us very long. 
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involving millions in occupations and demonstrations 
against the tripling of university fees to $15,000 per 
year. The measure passed, but the new Tory-Liberal 
Democratic coalition government may have a short 
life because 21 out of 57 LibDem MPs broke ranks and 
voted no. They couldn't abide by the total hypocrisy of 
their party, which had appealed to the youth in the 
election by promising to abolish university fees. "We’re 
all here," one student said, "because we’re passionate 
about this. We feel betrayed." Many students were 
bloodied by police truncheons as they struggled to 
confront lawmakers directly in Parliament Square. 
WORKERS PAY PRICE FOR BANKS THAT FAIL 

The exorbitant fees will now exclude most workers' 
children from a university education. Those who 
persist will be saddled with lifelong debts while the 
government deepens its austerity program, which it 
says is necessary after rescuing private banks from 
their debts. Student demonstrators held up poster-sized 
covers of their textbooks to emphasize that education 
is not a business proposition. They included books 
of Marxist and other critical thinkers, looking for an 
alternative to capitalism. Though these demonstrations 
shook up British politics, even giving the British royals 
Prince Charles and Camilla a scare by tarnishing their 
Rolls Royce, an alternative is not to be found in the 
opposition Labour Party. Labour leader Ed Milibrand 
was mostly nowhere to be found, but when he did say 
he opposed the bill, what he put forward was not an 
alternative course but rather the political "lesson" not 
to make "a promise that I am not sure I can keep.” 

Similarly in France, President Nicolas Sarkozy saw 
his popularity plummet to an all-time low of 29% after 
demonstrations and strikes enlisted millions of workers 
and students in the weeks that led up to passing, on 
Nov. 10, a key part of his austerity agenda — raising the 
minimum retirement age from 60 to 62 and the age for 
a full pension from 65 to 67 (see "French workers vs. 
state and union leaders,” N&L, Nov. -Dec. 2010). 

France's political climate has changed since 
Sarkozy came to power after demonizing French youth 
from North Africa as "scum" when they revolted in 2005 
against police abuse and lack of economic opportunity. 
But, again, the revolt on the ground is searching for a 
way out of the logic of capitalist rule in its latest form of 
finance capital, which seems so far to be able to keep all 
the players in the political arena in tow. 

RATE OF PROFIT AND CAPITAL'S CLASS WAR 

The financial crises and revolts in Ireland and the 
rest of Europe are the latest fallout from the September 
2008 meltdown of capitalism's global system of finance, 
after which the world’s political leaders worked together 
with a no-holds-barred infusion of cash from state 
treasuries to bail out the banks in the name of evading 
a total collapse of the financial system and another 
Great Depression. In this moment of what Marx once 
dubbed "capitalist communism,” the financial sector's 
tremendous losses, which had been tallied as years 
of fictitious profits, were transferred to workers, who 
continue to experience depression-level unemployment 
and are now the designated owners of the bloated 
national debts. This outrageous reversal of fortune and 
totally inverted justice keeps spurring new revolts and 
a search for an alternative to capitalism's business and 
politics as usual. 

The disappearance of fictitious profits 
revealed a much lower rate of profit being 
generated in the real economy, where now finance 
capital, which is again making record profits on 
paper, is conducting a class war to boost profits. 
During the speculative bubble, consumers in 
Europe and especially the U.S. were hailed as the 
heroes of the world economy, but they are now 
considered profligate. Once the state was used 
to save the finance sector, there was no place for 
the further Keynesian state intervention to boost 
demand because, for capitalists, workers demand 
too much and not enough demand is directed to 
capital goods for capital to accumulate. 

Like the economic integration of Europe under the 
EU, it has been an article of faith that globalization, or 
globally integrated production, will stave off a drift into 
war in an economic crisis. Yet while finance capitalists 
practice solidarity in saving their status as lords of 
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the universe and in waging class war, the now evident 
collapse in the rate of accumulation has also brought 
new tensions over trade between competing centers of 
finance capital like the U.S. and China. In the trade 
arena, German and Chinese mercantilism are called 
"acts of war," as are U.S. efforts to devalue the dollar by 
flooding the world with its currency. 

The trade war between centers of finance 
capital is background to competition over real 
weapons. Skirmishes, as on the Korean peninsula, 
can set off a nuclear war (see Editorial, p. 9). 

China and Japan's clash over a Chinese fishing 
boat resulted in China's rulers withholding rare earth 
elements crucial to Japan's high-tech car components. 
This scared the Pentagon because those elements are 
critical to smart weapons, even as worries mount about 
a new Chinese missile that can take out U.S. aircraft 
carriers. China's neighbors, who were asserting their 
independence from the U.S., suddenly lined up behind 
U.S. imperialism and Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton's gunboat diplomacy in the area. 

The very day U.S. Defense Secretary Robert 
Gates showed up in China in January to meet Chinese 
president Hu Jintao to try to promote friendlier 
relations with China's People's Liberation Army (PLA), 
the PLA sent its own message by testing successfully 
its first stealth fighter jet, purportedly unbeknownst to 
Hu and the civilian leaders. 

UNEMPLOYMENT: CAPITAL'S ACHILLES HEEL 

As seen in the Republican victory in the U.S. House 
of Representatives, the outrage over bailouts and 
economic hardship can also turn to national chauvinism 
and racism, attacking Muslims and blaming economic 
problems on immigrants and unionized workers. The 
result is that President Obama has acclimated to what 
he once denounced: "the new normal" of the deepest 
long-term unemployment since the Great Depression. 
Obama joined the drive to make workers pay for the 
exploding debt from the cost of wars and tax cuts for the 
wealthy, by entertaining deficit reduction plans that 
cut Social Security and Medicare as well as going after 
the pay and benefits of workers in the public sector. 

That is why, for Marx, the significance of 
political upheavals is only as they reflect the 
struggle for self-determination in everyday life, 
where alienated labor is the source of all value 
and surplus value that manifests itself as profit 
for the capitalist. 

As we put it in our Sept.-Oct. 2010 Editorial, 
"Capital on Strike": "The totality of the present crisis 
calls for a return to Marx's philosophy of liberation. 
Marx predicted today's total contradictions of growing 
permanent unemployment and a falling rate of profit 
engulfing capitalism. However, what was essential 
to him was not proving those economic outcomes but 
rather working out its opposite in the struggle of 
laborers, employed and unemployed, against being 
alienated from their own labor and social lives in this 
inhuman system." 
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Editor's note: This Manifesto, posted by Gaza 
youth on Facebook, spoke for so many that it spread 
all over the world and was translated into dozens of 
languages. For the full statement go to: http: / / www. 
facebook.com / notes.php?id=118914244840679&notes_ 
tab=app_2347471856. 

"Fuck Hamas. Fuck Israel. Fuck Fatah. Fuck 
UN... Fuck USA! 

"We, the youth in Gaza, are so fed up with Isra- 
el, Hamas, the occupation, the violations of human 
rights.... We want to scream and break this wall of si- 
lence, injustice and indifference... 

"We are sick of being caught in this political struggle; 
sick of coal-dark nights with airplanes circling above our 
homes; sick of innocent farmers getting shot in the buf- 
fer zone because they are taking care of their lands; sick 
of bearded guys walking around with their guns abusing 
their power, beating up or incarcerating young people 
demonstrating for what they believe in; sick of the wall 
of shame that separates us from the rest of our country 
and keeps us imprisoned in a stamp-sized piece of land; 
sick of being portrayed as terrorists, home-made fanatics 
with explosives in our pockets and evil in our eyes; sick 
of the indifference we meet from the international com- 
munity, the so-called experts in expressing concerns and 
drafting resolutions but cowards in enforcing anything 
they agree on; we are sick and tired of living a shitty 
life, being kept in jail by Israel, beaten up by Hamas and 
completely ignored by the rest of the world. 

"There is a revolution growing inside of us, an im- 
mense dissatisfaction and frustration that will destroy 
us unless we find a way of canalizing this energy into 
something that can challenge the status quo and give 
us some kind of hope. 

"...During the war we got the unmistakable feel- 
ing that Israel wanted to erase us from the face of the 
Earth. During the last years, Hamas has been doing all 
they can to control our thoughts, behavior and aspira- 
tions. Here in Gaza we are scared of being incarcerated, 
interrogated, hit, tortured, bombed, killed... 

"...WE SAY STOP! This is not the future we want! 
We want to be free. We want to be able to live a normal 
life. We want peace. Is that too much to ask?" 


Review: David Harvey on capitalism's crisis 


The Enigma of Capital and the Crises of Capital by 
David Harvey (Oxford University Press, 2010). 

The British geographer and social critic David 
Harvey, author of the influential The Limits to 
Capital (1982), has undertaken an admirable 
and timely task: a serious analysis of the 
ongoing economic crisis of world capitalism 
that began in 2008. The product of Harvey's 
effort, The Enigma of Capital and the Crises 
of Capitalism, is a sophisticated treatise on 
aspects of Marx's criticism of capitalism 
aimed at a general audience. 

I say "aspects" because Harvey 
states quite plainly in the book's first 
sentence that his concern is "capital 
flow." This means that despite the 
book's title, he does not directly 
treat the true enigma of capital, 
which Marx called the "fetishism 
of the commodity and its 
secret." Harvey's focus is instead 
on the problem of surplus capital — the 
enormous challenge the capitalist class faces 
in finding profitable fields of investment for its 
accumulated capital. 

Harvey takes up in depth a number of the crucial 
elements of today's global capitalist economy, including 
the relationship between the state and capital, which 
he calls the "state-finance nexus,” the environmental 
impact of the reproduction of capital, and — importantly 
for Harvey's discipline of geography (in his words, the 
"neglected orphan of social theory") — the process of 
capital's construction, destruction and reconstruction 
of urban spaces such as cities and slums. 

In addition to these economic, or material aspects, 
of life under capitalism, Harvey has an interesting 
discussion in his chapter "Capital Evolves" of its 
important non-material, or subjective aspects, which 



he calls "activity spheres." He identifies seven separate 
spheres, including "the reproduction of daily life and 
the species” and "’mental conceptions of the world "' 
(he places this latter phrase in quotes). This is an 
important discussion that seeks to take up human 
existence in a non-deterministic manner, but 
because Harvey does not consider Marx 
a philosopher, he deals with these 
philosophical concepts within the 
limiting boundaries of sociology. 
Harvey expresses other 
ambivalences toward Marx, including 
skepticism toward Marx's theory of the 
falling rate of profit, and incredibly, fails 
to include Marx's Capital in his "Sources 
and Further Reading" list at the end of the 
book. Furthermore, because Harvey is so 
intensely focused on the problem of surplus 
capital, he neglects what Marx considered to 
be the far more important "surplus” problem 
of capitalism, that of "surplus population” — the 
masses of people totally unnecessary for the 
purpose of the accumulation of capital. 

Because Harvey is focused on "capital flow” 
(the circulation of capital), this problem of surplus 
population, resulting from Marx's "General Law of 
Capitalist Accumulation” (accumulation of wealth at 
one pole and unemployment at the other), is ignored 
almost completely. The attention on circulation of 
capital, which, following Marx, Harvey compares to the 
circulation of the blood through the body, comes at the 
expense of attention to the "cell-form" of capital, the 
commodity, which, as mentioned above, is capital in its 
ultimate enigmatic form. 

Despite these reservations, Harvey's book is to 
be welcomed as the initiation of a serious Marxist 
discussion of an economic crisis to which no end is yet 
in sight. — Kevin Michaels 
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McKibben's Eaarth: 'decline, 1 not liberation 


Eaarth: Making a Life on a Tough New Planet, by 
Bill McKibben (Times Books, 2010). 

Bill McKibben made up the word Eaarth to relabel 
a planet that is no longer the one where his Baby Boom 
generation was born. Modern societies have uninten- 
tionally engineered the planet's exit from a 10,000-year 
period marked by a relatively stable climate in which 
humanity had flourished. To survive, we will now have 
to adapt to the "tough new planet" of the subtitle. 

The book's first half details ways in which climate 
change already makes our lives more difficult and will 
increasingly do so, from storms to droughts to fall- 
ing crop yields. The second half lays out McKibben's 
vision of how society must change to avert nightmare 
scenarios. 

Far from a liberatory transformation, he proposes 
instead to "aim for a relatively graceful decline" (p. 99, 
his emphasis). He seems blissfully unaware of the ex- 
treme disproportion between his sketch of how vast a 
change is needed, and the narrow limits within which 
his vision of the future confines itself. Though McKib- 
ben refers to the need for "dramatic change" (p. 174), 
his vision revolves around exalting local small-scale 
production and distribution, in particular of organic 
food and renewable energy. It involves the "need to 
challenge the power of" the big corporations that domi- 
nate agribusiness (p. 176), but stops short of the need to 
challenge and actually overturn the underlying system 
that gives rise to that concentration of power. 

This self-limiting vision grows out of the fun- 
damentally middle-class attitude McKibben has ex- 
pressed throughout his career. His thought takes the 
standpoint of the professional writer, the small farmer, 
the shopkeeper and other small proprietors as the very 
definition of the individual, never grasping that com- 
modity production inherently drives toward monopoly 
and concentration of capital, dispossessing the mass of 
small producers. 

Identifying "growth" and "bigness" as the root 
cause of our ills, McKibben implicitly assumes that cap- 


italism is essential to human nature. Markets should 
be local and small-scale, but the thought that commod- 
ity production, private property and markets might not 
be an eternal institution never arises. This amounts 
to wishing to turn the clock back and hoping it won't 
go forward again in the same way it did before. It's a 
tendency to idealize capitalism in an earlier stage, and 
attack the inevitable results of its evolution. 

There is no alternative to this standpoint 
once you are not rooted in the lower and deeper 
masses of your country and the world who are 
struggling against globalized capitalism. He 
points out a "justice deficit" of the rich countries 
with respect to the world's poor (p. 76), but never 
mentions the climate justice movement; he sees 
the suffering of climate change refugees, pro- 
jected to reach 700 million by mid-century (p. 83), 
but does not see them as Subject, as potentially a 
human force for reconstruction of society on new 
beginnings. 

Eaarth' s attack on growth includes statements 
such as: "The way our economy works at present, any 
cessation of growth equals misery" (p. 97). This is a 
true statement about capitalism. Yet in the absence of 
any investigation of why the economy "works” this way, 
the admonition that "we’d better change" leads down 
self-limiting avenues incapable of identifying, let alone 
bringing about, a deep enough change to alter the ba- 
sic misery-producing reality. His two-step program is: 
"mature" (p. 99), meaning we have to accept decline in- 
stead of progress as our future; and "figure out what we 
must jettison," including ”[m]any habits" and "complex- 
ity” (p. 101). 

The root of the problem, he thinks, is an idea, an 
attitude, habits. Therefore, "the transition will need to 
be mostly mental...” (p. 146). 

Joining a long line of ideologues who counterpose 
natural limits to liberation does not make McKibben 
happy: 

”[0]ur national and global project has been about 


Ciudad Juarez activists speak out 


San Francisco, Cal . — The Mexico-U.S. Solidarity Net- 
work (mexicosolidarity.org) sponsored a tour for Ciudad 
Juarez activists Veronica Leyva and Felix Perez. Below 
we print excerpts of their talk given in San Francisco in 
November. 

Veronica Leyva: To speak of Ciudad Juarez is to 
speak about extreme negative impacts of capitalism: 
the effects of globalization, the precarious situation of 
workers and the resulting violence. 

Maquiladora industries started in the 1960s as a 
response to unemployment. The government wanted to 
make the city attractive 
to foreign investors. The 
investors were courted 
by low wages and the 
development of large in- 
dustrial parks providing 
infrastructure for various 
industries. An integral 
part of it were business- 
friendly trade unions to 
control workers. 

The influx of indus- 
tries migrating south of 
the border also caused 
an internal migration of 
people from central and 
southern Mexico up to the 
border: 50,000 a year were 
migrating to Ciudad Juarez in the 1980s and 1990s, the 
highest numbers at the time NAFTA was signed. 

The maquiladoras needed the many workers. Fac- 
tories worked 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. Anyone 
could get a job. Children as young as 13 were employed, 
despite laws forbidding child labor. Providing labor 
power was more important than education. 

The watershed came with the 2000 recession 
in the U.S. As you know, "when the U.S. economy 
catches a cold, the Mexican economy comes down 
with pneumonia." Production was cut, starting 
with night and weekend shifts, which employed 
primarily women who had to take care of small 
children during the day. 

In consequence of the factory job losses, secondary 
jobs were lost as well. Now, to work in the remaining 
maquiladoras, you have to be 18 years old and have a 
high-school diploma. 

Many who were children in the 1980s and 1990s 
are lacking such a diploma. They are still in the prime 
of their productive lives but can't get a job. Unemploy- 
ment is extremely high. From a transit point for drugs 
trafficked into the U.S., Ciudad Juarez developed into 
a market. Drug dealers gave out free samples in poor 
neighborhoods until people became hooked and then 
became a part of the distribution network. 

Violence soared. Before 2000 there might have 
been 400 assaults a year. Now, due to escalating mili- 


tarization, we had 7,000 deaths in the last three years. 
The only strategy being offered is more militarization. 
Nothing is being done to address the real causes of pov- 
erty. 

Felix Perez: The image of Ciudad Juarez is of a 
city of dead women and people ducking as they drive 
through hails of bullets. Life is more normal than that, 
but we are stressed by violence. The appearance of nor- 
malcy hides the fact that 10,000 businesses have closed 
because of violence related to the drug wars. Reduced 
economic opportunities lead to other forms of violence: 

kidnapping and extortion. 
Most youth gathering places 
have been closed. Children 
who would have played in the 
streets are locked in at home. 

It is important to recog- 
nize the connection between 
the maquilas, the poverty 
they generated, and the lack 
of schools and other social in- 
frastructure. 

Workers resisted, but 
their unions were neither 
democratic nor representing 
their interest. They are called 
"white" or ghost unions. They 
give an appearance with no 
substance. The maquilas be- 
came swallows: when workers did organize, they flew 
away. 

People's resistance takes various forms. Stu- 
dents march against the lack of security and they 
clash with police, who are supposed to protect 
the population. Yet students continue to protest. 

Doctors protest being singled out for kidnapping 
and extortion. Another form of resistance in Ciudad 
Juarez is an environmental movement. For example, 
Sierra Blanca, located 25 miles from Rio Bravo, was 
proposed to get a facility to store nuclear waste from 
a Vermont nuclear plant. So far, international efforts 
have halted its construction. 

Recently the general drug-war violence has over- 
shadowed the specific violence against women. But that 
has not disappeared, with more women being brought 
into drug trafficking. Ciudad Juarez raised the ques- 
tion of femicide as a crime. We set an international 
precedent by having an international court find the 
Mexican government guilty of it. 

When Marisol Valles, a 20-year-old student, ac- 
cepted the job of police chief for Praxedis Guadalupe 
Guerrero, a town near Ciudad Juarez, and refused to 
even carry a gun, she created an alternative way of re- 
sponding to violence. She is going door to door, speak- 
ing with residents about how the community can ad- 
dress its problems. That is a very different model than 
escalating militarization. 
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more than accumulation and expansion, more than 
cars and factories. It's also been about liberation — the 
slow but reasonable steady process of valuing more and 
more people.... 

"It’s easy to see how in a contracting world, that 
process could stall or even reverse-how aiming for a 
local economy and community solid enough to survive 
on this new planet might edge us back toward societies 
'traditional' in ways we don't want." 

The appeal of these ideas to broad sections of en- 
vironmentalists reflects the movement's disconnection 
from what Marx called the "quest for universality" on 
the part of the working masses. McKibben and others 
are advocating decline, retreat, austerity at the very 
time that capitalist ruling classes are striving to force 
austerity on workers in whole industries and nations. 
In a longer view, the Zapatistas, climate justice and oth- 
er movements have been debating what development is, 
and seeking alternative paths of development, as op- 
posed to controlled decline. What illuminates the way 
ahead, new beginnings as against climate catastrophe, 
is the Humanist concept of development Marx charac- 
terized as "the development of human power, which is 
its own end," with the kind of wealth he defined as "the 
absolute movement of becoming." — Franklin Dmitryev 

Prisoners STRIKE! 

On Dec. 9, prisoners throughout Georgia began 
the largest prisoner strike in U.S. history. They refused 
to leave their cells for work or other activities, dubbed 
their strike a "Lockdown for Liberty,” and released a 
humanist statement of demands. These included: a 
living wage for work done; educational opportunities; 
humane health care; an end to cruel and unusual pun- 
ishments; decent living conditions; nutritional food; vo- 
cational and self-improvement opportunities; access to 
their families; and just parole opportunities. 

The prisoners who initiated the strike represented 
the spectrum of ethnic and religious groups that make 
up the prison population. They stated clearly, "No more 
slavery. Injustice in one place is injustice to all." 

Prisoners at Augusta, Baldwin, Calhoun, Han- 
cock, Hays, Macon, Rogers, Smith, Telfair, Valdosta and 
Ware state prisons participated. In response, authori- 
ties in a number of prisons forcibly removed prisoners 
from cells and administered punishment beatings. 

It was a profound and inspiring accomplishment 
for a coordinated strike involving over ten prisons (four 
remained on strike for over a week) to be organized us- 
ing only such media as were available. Just as great 
was the way it crossed the divide-and-conquer boundar- 
ies of racism which the prison system aims to reinforce. 
It was truly the voice of the most oppressed among the 
working class making itself heard. We invite discussion 
of the strike and all issues from our readers. — G.E. 

New York's 'F' in math 

Impelled by "Race to the Top," New York State has 
mandated that by 2013, 25% of a teacher’s evaluation 
be based on a value-added system — which supposedly 
means improved student scores on standardized tests. 
New York City supports public release of such rankings. 

The "science" behind the national race to convert 
teachers from professionals into producers is abysmal- 
ly flawed. A study by a Dartmouth College economics 
professor who supports value-added teacher ratings, 
in fact undermined their value. It showed that at best, 
on average, students placed with "high value-added" 
teachers improve their test scores by only 3 percentile 
points. But schools that fail "No Child Left Behind" 
standards have test scores from 10 to 30+ percentiles 
below "acceptable." 

Even if all a school's teachers were rated "high-per- 
forming," much more would be needed to turn a failing 
school around. Further, the study found a correlation of 
.3 (on a scale of 0 to 1) that a high-performing teacher 
would receive a similar rating two years in a row. Again, 
not a strong relationship — like a 30% chance of rain. 

The United Federation of Teachers sued to keep 
these flawed rankings private. The State Supreme 
Court ruled against the UFT, which has appealed. Na- 
tionwide there are 3 million unionized teachers. Until 
teachers' unions, in collaboration with the entire school 
community, develop a sound, fair and professional eval- 
uation system, "Race to the Top" will trample the ca- 
reers of thousands of dedicated teachers, leaving their 
students behind. — Retired Detroit Teacher 
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Neo-fascists in Israel 


by Gerry Emmett 

Dutch Rightist Geert Wilders, who has also vis- 
ited New York to attack the so-called "Ground Zero 
Mosque," visited the West Bank settlements last 
month to declare that Palestinians should leave, to live 
in Jordan. "There already is a Palestinian state, and 
that state is Jordan," he lied. Wilders, who sometimes 
tries to present a reasonable facade, went so far as to 
say there: "Without Judea and Samaria, Israel cannot 
protect Jerusalem. The future of the world depends on 
Jerusalem. If Jerusalem falls, Athens and Rome — and 
Paris, London and Washington — will be next." 

Wilders is attempting to create a reactionary alli- 
ance that would include both the European far Right 
and the American Tea Party Right. The warped history 
and fantasy apocalypse he expressed on the West Bank 
catch the exact tones of those movements. 

Until the 1980s, official U.S. government policy 
held Israel's West Bank settlements to be illegal. This 
was only reversed by the world outlaw, Reagan, at the 
time of the Begin government's invasion of Lebanon. 

The alliance forged with world reaction at 
that moment has meant one disaster after anoth- 
er for Israel, for Palestinians, and for Lebanon. 

At the same time, representatives of four European 
neo-fascist parties visiting Israel published a so-called 
"Jerusalem Declaration” supporting Israel’s right to 
self-defense against what they term "Islamic terror" — 
which in their countries they interpret as any presence 
of Muslims. Filip Dewinter of Belgium's Vlaams Be- 
lang, Heinz-Christian Strache of the Freedom Party of 
Austria, Kent Ekeroth of the Sweden Democrats, and 
Rene Stadtkewitz of the German Die Freiheit all rep- 
resent the politics of anti-Muslim bigotry that found a 
home in Europe since Serbia's President Slobodan Mi- 
losevic used it so brutally in his own interests. 

According to Dewinter, "The Arab-Israeli conflict 
illustrates the struggle between Western culture and 
radical Islam." 

This latest fascist rewriting of history denies 
the genuine freedom struggles of the Palestinian 
people, which have been non-violent and cre- 
ative, particularly on the West Bank, and have 
found support among Israeli progressives. 

This was seen in the outpouring of support follow- 
ing the death of Bil'in resident Jawaher Abu Rahma 
after she was tear-gassed by the Israeli Defense Forces 
near protests of the "security" wall on Dec. 31. 

It was also seen in the subsequent words of her 
mother, Sulhia Abu Rahma, "We want to live and not 
to die. We want to live alongside Israel, but in dignity.” 

A number of these "freedom-loving" Euro- 
pean parties trace their roots to Hitler's Third 
Reich and post-World War neo-Nazi movements. 

Few things could have been more shocking than 
the coming together of the West Bank settlers, and ele- 
ments of the Israeli government, with the neo-fascist 
European Right. It will surely give rise to much soul- 
searching among thoughtful people in Israel. Israeli 
newspaper Haaretz correctly pointed out that these Eu- 
ropean Rightists were "trading in their Jewish demon- 
enemy for the Muslim criminal-immigrant model” and 
were visiting Israel to gain "Jewish absolution that will 
bring them closer to political power.” 

Apparently, the West Bank settlers, Members of 
the Knesset and others who participated in these ral- 
lies have searched their souls and found nothing there 
at all, certainly no memory of actual Jewish history, 
or of the Shoah. Instead they chose to stand with the 
racist European heirs of Mussolini, Mosley and Hitler. 


This sickening alliance is being recreated else- 
where. In Toronto, for example, the thugs of the English 
Defence League were invited to a rally at the Toronto 
Zionist Center by the Kahanist Jewish Defense League. 
This has been rightly criticized by the Canadian Jewish 
Congress, among other groups. 


Haiti one year after 



devastating earthquake. 

Oxfam, Amnesty International, the Red Cross and 
the UN issued sobering reports on the first anniversary 
of the most devastating earthquake in modern Haitian 
history. Only an estimated 5% of the debris which cov- 
ers much of Port-au-Prince has been removed. Beyond 
nearly a quarter of a million people who died, several 
thousand more have recently fallen victim to cholera. 

More than a million people still live in tents in 
makeshift camps. A fraudulent first round election 
for president was held, with a number of groups try- 
ing to ram the results down the throats of the masses. 
In the words of one critique, "Port-au-Prince still lies 
buried under the rubble of competing NGOs (non- 
governmental organizations)." 

How could it be otherwise? It isn't a question of 
good NGOs vs. bad NGOs, or of donors insisting on con- 
trol, as many do. The central question has always been: 
Will recovery, reconstruction and rebuilding of lives be 
in the hands of the Haitian people themselves, or will it 
be under the thumb of Haitian elites and their outside 
collaborators and co-conspirators? 

These powers are determined that Haitians will 
never decide their own future. They block the return 
of Aristide. They attach strings to the aid delivered 
to "fit" the Haitian masses into the gear-boxes and 
mechanisms of capitalism. As we wrote immediately 
after the earthquake: "continued 'aid' to Haiti, done in 
an external manner that denies self-determination for 
Haitians, will only perpetuate Haiti's man-made trag- 
edies." One year on, the man-made tragedies continue. 

— Eugene Walker 


The final vote for southern Sudan's independence 
from the north will be overwhelming. The days of ref- 
erendum have been days of tears and memories along 
with happiness. Among the diaspora, people in line to 
vote echoed the words of one woman who said, "I'm cast- 
ing my vote for the men and women who fought in the 
trenches of southern Sudan to bring us freedom today." 

We are witnessing the birth of a new nation born of 
unimaginable suffering. In 50 years of intermittent civ- 
il war over 2,500,000 people have died, the vast major- 
ity civilians. It was war that became alternately tribal, 


Tunisia: a revolution? 

Protests have exploded in Tunisia and Algeria. On 
Dec. 17, in the city of Sidi Bouzid in central Tunisia, 
26-year-old street vendor Mohammad Bouazizi doused 
himself in gasoline and burned himself to death in a 
despairing protest at the confiscation of his unlicensed 
fruit and vegetable cart. 

Then on Dec. 22 another young man, Hussein Nagi 
Felhi, also killed himself in protest via electrocution. As 
he climbed the high voltage power line he shouted, "No 
for misery, no for unemployment!" 

MASSES TAKE TO THE STREETS! 

Within days of these horrible incidents, protests 
were spreading throughout Tunisia. Frustration with 
soaring youth unemployment, chronic political repres- 
sion, and anger at government corruption has welled 
up from the interior to the capital, Tunis, and shows 
little sign of stopping. The government tried to enforce 
a media blackout, and the demonstrations and strikes 
received little coverage outside. But in return, sympa- 
thetic international hackers have taken down Tunisian 
government websites. 

Masses took to the streets demanding the end of 
ruler Ben Ali’s government. They are supported by the 
country's labor unions. In the face of peaceful protests, 
the government has wavered between offering reforms 
and firing on the people, killing dozens so far. Tunisia 
is an ally of the U.S., but diplomatic cables released by 
WikiLeaks reveal that the U.S. considers it "unfree," 
with a "mafia "-like ruling family. 

Meanwhile, unrest spilled over to neighboring Al- 
geria, where clashes with police over food and housing 
left dozens injured and at least three people dead. 
THERE'S NO TURNING BACK 

After the regime decided to fire on the crowds, there 
was no turning back. On Jan. 14 Ben Ali left the coun- 
try for whatever exile he can buy, and Prime Minister 
Mohamed Ghannouchi took power in his wake, but was 
replaced the next day. The situation remained uncer- 
tain. One opposition figure, Najib Chebbi, said "This is 
a crucial moment. It must lead to profound reforms, to 
reform the law and let the people choose.” 

But the overthrow of aging autocrat Ben Ali could 
have consequences far beyond the Maghreb. Across the 
region, it is certain that many would agree with the 
Lebanese student who said, "We are not used to seeing 
something like this in this part of the world. It is big- 
ger than a dream in a region where people keep saying 
'what can we do.’ Young people across the Arab world 
should go to the streets and do the same. It is time that 
we claim our rights.” 

Further, the labor movement and student protests 
show a profound international affinity to the experi- 
ences of European workers and youth resisting capital- 
ism’s austerity plans. Rising food prices and housing 
shortages around the world should place the Tunisian 
struggle in the center of global attention. 


racial, religious, and illustrated the disappointed hopes 
of the anti-colonial revolutions that remained tied to 
the capitalist world market. Neither Stalinism nor re- 
ligious fundamentalism could develop the needed hu- 
manist vision for bringing to birth a truly free society. 

As in South Africa after apartheid, the long lines 
and rebel songs are an echo of the hopes of African in- 
dependence. But the new nation will face the old prob- 
lems, with potential conflicts over oil and water devel- 
oping between southern tribes, as well as with the old 
oppressor to the north and the circling great powers of 
the U.S. and China. 


Sudan at the crossroads of self-determination 


NEWS AND LETTERS COMMITTEES 

Who We Are And What We Stand For 


News and Letters Committees is an 
organization of Marxist-Humanists that 
since its birth has stood for the abolition 
of capitalism, both in its private property 
form as in the U.S., and its state prop- 
erty form, as it has historically appeared 
in state-capitalist regimes calling them- 
selves Communist as in Russia and Chi- 
na. We stand for the development of new 
human relations, what Marx first called 
a new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, 
the year of the Detroit wildcat strikes 
against Automation and the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott against segregation — activi- 
ties which signaled a new movement from 
practice that was itself a form of theory. 
News & Letters was created so that the 
voices of revolt from below could be heard 
unseparated from the articulation of a 
philosophy of liberation. 

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910-1987), 
founder of the body of ideas of Marxist- 
Humanism, became Chairwoman of the 


National Editorial Board and National 
Chairwoman of the Committees from its 
founding to 1987. Charles Denby (1907- 
83), a Black production worker, author 
of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's 
Journal, became editor of the paper from 
1955 to 1983. Dunayevskaya's works, 
Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until 
Today (1958), Philosophy and Revolu- 
tion: From Hegel to Sartre and from 
Marx to Mao (1973), and Rosa Luxem- 
burg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution (1982) spell out 
the philosophic ground of Marx's Hu- 
manism internationally, as American 
Civilization on Trial concretizes it on the 
American scene and shows the two-way 
road between the U.S. and Africa. 

This body of ideas challenges all 
those desiring freedom to transcend the 
limitations of post-Marx Marxism, be- 
ginning with Engels. In light of the crises 
of our nuclearly armed world, it becomes 
imperative not only to reject what is, but 


to reveal and further develop the revolu- 
tionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present. The new visions of the future 
which Dunayevskaya left us in her work 
from the 1940s to the 1980s are rooted in 
her discovery of Marx's Marxism in its 
original form as a new Humanism and 
in her re-creation of that philosophy for 
our age as Marxist-Humanism. This is 
recorded in the documents on microfilm 
and open to all under the title The Raya 
Dunayevskaya Collection — Marxist-Hu- 
manism: A Half-Century of Its World De- 
velopment. 

Dunayevskaya's philosophic com- 
prehension of her creation and develop- 
ment of Marxist-Humanism, especially 
as expressed in her 1980s writings, pres- 
ents the vantage point for re-creating 
her ideas anew. Seeking to grasp that 
vantage point for ourselves and make 
it available to all who struggle for free- 
dom, we have published Dunayevskaya's 
original 1953 philosophic breakthrough 


and her final 1987 Presentation on the 
Dialectics of Organization and Philoso- 
phy in The Philosophic Moment of Marx- 
ist-Humanism (1989), and donated new 
supplementary volumes to the Raya Du- 
nayevskaya Collection. News and Letters 
Committees aims at developing and con- 
cretizing this body of ideas for our time. 

In opposing this capitalistic, racist, 
sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have organized ourselves into a com- 
mittee form of organization rather than 
any elitist party "to lead." We partici- 
pate in all class and freedom struggles, 
nationally and internationally. As our 
Constitution states: "It is our aim... to 
promote the firmest unity among work- 
ers, Blacks and other minorities, women, 
youth and those intellectuals who have 
broken with the ruling bureaucracy of 
both capital and labor.” We do not sepa- 
rate mass activities from the activity of 
thinking. Send for a copy of the Constitu- 
tion of News and Letters Committees. 





| John Aian/Aiien wans | Revolut ons in Tunisia, Egypt 


and Libya shake world order 


Allen Willis/John Alan — who would have been 95 
on June 10 this year — died quietly on Feb. 23 in Oak- 
land, California. The near-century of his life was filled 
with thoughts and experiences of Black life in America. 

One of his earliest 
recollections was 
as a three-year-old 
witnessing the 1919 
race riots, seeing 
Black men being at- 
tacked and beaten 
by out-of-control 
whites. One of his 
last recorded inter- 
views was on Nov. 
17, 2008, concerning 
his thoughts on the 
election of Barack 
Obama as the first 
African-American 
U.S. president, about which Alan had concluded, "...no 
great change ever comes from Congress or the White 
House. It comes from the people's struggle for free- 
dom. ..." The transcript of that interview by Mel Vapour 
of the East Bay Media Center was printed in our Febru- 
ary-March 2009 "Black/Red View” column. While Alan 
was well-known as a distinguished filmmaker — having 
been called "the dean of African-American filmmakers" 
in the Bay Area film community, and "one of the un- 
known geniuses of the documentary film" in the world 
at large — he was known best to the friends and readers 
of News & Letters as the author of the "Black/Red View” 
column that appeared in every issue from 1970 through 
to today, under the pen name of John Alan. 

Alan’s death was a great loss to us all. While he 
was a revolutionary activist and writer since his youth 
in Washington, D.C., it was Raya Dunayevskaya's 

continued on p. 8 


WORKSHOPTALKS 


Rank-and-file workers 
will have their say 

by Htun Lin 

All eyes are on the massive worker protests in 
Madison, Wisconsin, against Governor Scott Walker's 
attempt to totally bust public sector unions by strip- 
ping them of collective bargaining rights. Many pun- 
dits say this is a power grab to hurt Democrats, but 
the demonstrations have brought out something much 
deeper that speaks to all workers. 

As one teacher said at a Wisconsin labor rally, "For 
me, it's not about the wages and benefits. I'm here be- 
cause we workers need to have a say in what we do." 
That expresses the gulf in thought between us workers 
and them — I don't just mean the Tea Party Republican 
politicians or company management. 

"Them" includes union bosses and even leftists 
who have their own master plan. They usually are fix- 
ated on collective property or on a different form of re- 
muneration like equality of wages. 

In my shop, the bosses don't have to try to bust 
the union. They are happy with the union. The union 
is doing everything the bosses want. Here it's called 
a "Labor Management Partnership" (LMP). Our union 
reps are now called "LMP Liaisons." When our Chief 
Steward speaks, it's about "merit pay," calling it "per- 
formance-based bonus.” 

The union's concern is attendance and cost 

continued on p. 3 
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by Gerry Emmett 

The revolutionary movement that began in 
Tunisia in December, when 26-year-old street vendor 
Mohammed Bouazizi burned himself to death in 
protest at the confiscation of his unlicensed vegetable 
cart, has shaken the world. The overthrow of dictators 
Ben Ali of Tunisia and Mubarak of Egypt has inspired 
new hopes from Beijing 
to Wisconsin. The 
new human relations 
manifest in Cairo's 
Tahrir Square became 
central, within weeks, 
to discussions of 
youth, labor, and other 
movements around the 
world. 

Across the 

Maghreb and Middle 
East there have been 
demonstrations and 
uprisings, from Bahrain 
to Algeria to Morocco, 

Sudan to Yemen to 
Iran. The revolts have 
included some of the 
lowest and deepest 
layers of the oppressed 
people in the region and, as a result, have seen the 
ruling classes of the world tremble, and scramble to 
catch up. Revolutionaries have been stirred to the 
marrow of our bones. 

In Tunisia, protests coalesced around the General 
Union of Tunisian Workers (UGTT) and beyond this, 
councils were spontaneously formed to manage daily 
life within the rebellion. As a resident of Kasserin 
described: "After the withdrawal of the special forces, 
the city could turn and function without the presence 
of the state apparatus, which had also fled... We have 
been in a situation of permanent, open general strike 
for 15 days... It's the local committee, which is basically 
a strike committee, that makes all the decisions... 
During the most difficult days, the bakeries distributed 
bread for free and we all took to the street to chase off 
Ben Ali' s police." 

Since Ben Ali fled Jan. 14, mass demonstrations 
have continued calling for the uprooting of all traces of 
his rule. His successor, Mohammed Ghannouchi, was 
forced out of office Feb. 27. 

TAHRIR SQUARE-A NEW SOCIETY? 

In Egypt, the current movement built upon years 
of profound labor unrest. This was apparent in the 
youth of the April 6th Movement who played such 


Madison, Wise. — Day after day, tens of thousands 
of people — and over 100,000 on Feb. 26 — have taken 
to the streets around the Wisconsin State Capitol 
building. They filled the Capitol rotunda with protest 
signs and rallies for over a week. As you walk towards 
the Capitol you can hear loud chanting and drum 
playing spilling out of the building and into the streets 
to protest Governor Walker's "budget repair bill." 

All agree that this is an anti-union, anti-labor bill 
that takes away collective bargaining rights. Its goal 
is to break public sector unions. It will reduce wages, 
benefits and pensions. It's a blatant attempt to destroy 
the livelihoods of working people. As one protester told 
me, "This bill is simply intolerable and inhuman." 

Governor Walker alleges that dismantling public 
sector collective bargaining rights is made necessary 
by a $3.6 billion deficit in the next budget, which many 
are calling false. He says it's also due to a $137 million 
shortfall this year. This is after the Fiscal Bureau told 
legislators that the state would end the year with a 
surplus of $121.4 million. 

The $137 million deficit Walker uses as an excuse 
to crush collective bargaining is a result of tax cuts 
and incentives for special interest groups that helped 
fund his campaign, all of which Walker pushed through 
since taking office. Walker also says, falsely, that the 


a large role in initiating the Jan. 25 protests across 
Egypt. They initially came together in 2008 in support 
of textile workers in Muhalla al-Kubra who had called 
for a national general strike. That strike was initiated 
by working women, which gives a sense of just how 
deep the passion was that this movement unleashed. 
As one man said this year, "This isn't about cutting 
some branches. This is about tearing up the tree by 

the roots.” 

Across the region, 
the rebellions are fueled 
by economic crises — 
unemployment, lack of 
food and housing — but 
also represent a clearly 
articulated desire for 
a new way of living. 
The demonstrations 
have been organized 
by youth, who make 
up a huge percentage 
of the population. They 
include women, who 
are also determined 
to take control of their 
own destinies. Women, 
who are evident 
everywhere in the 
struggle in Tunisia and 
Egypt, and men as well are determined to stop religious 
fundamentalists from hijacking their revolution as was 
done in Iran 1979. Crowds in Tahrir Square chanted, 
"No to the [Muslim] Brotherhood, no to the parties. 
Revolution of the youth." 

Indeed, something new was being created in 
Tahrir Square. It was a form of direct democracy, that 
reached beyond merely formal freedom to genuinely 
new human relationships. Working class demands 
run through the whole time from Jan. 25, when those 
who called the first march on Tahrir Square recruited 
protesters in poor neighborhoods by focusing on issues 
like the minimum wage; through Jan. 30, when the 
Federation of Egyptian Trade Unions was created by 
several independent unions (a recent development 
themselves) and other workers' organizations, and 
called for a general strike; to Feb. 8-11, when a 
nationwide strike wave helped force the army into 
acceding to the demand for Mubarak's removal. 

Women, too, were present in a new way. They were 
present as active and equal, as thinkers, fighters and 
debaters. As Salma El Tarzi, a 33-year-old filmmaker, 
said, "I was one of many women, young and old, there. 
We were as active as the men. Some acted as nurses 

continued on p. 10 


alternative to unionbusting is kicking 200,000 children 
off Medicaid. 

Teachers, janitors, firefighters, construction 
workers, union and non-union workers, young and 
old, have gathered here in an unprecedented show 
of support against this anti-union, anti-labor bill. At 
the University of Wisconsin a mile away, students and 
professors walked out of classes and marched to the 
Capitol to join the protesters. 

The Senate Democrats walked out to the cheers of 
the protesters and fled the state rather than stay and 
vote on the bill. Wisconsin doctors came to the Capitol 
and offered to write physician's notes for teachers so 
they could call in sick and attend the protest. The huge 
outpouring has included support rallies all over the 
country (see p. 9). Supporters from other countries 
around the world like Iran, Egypt and Sweden have 
been calling a local pizza place near the Capitol and 
sending pizzas to the protesters. People have been 
camping out overnight in the Capitol rotunda. 

To show his support, Madison Mayor Dave 
Cieslewicz proposed that Madison's unionized workers 
have their collective bargaining contracts extended 
through the end of 2012 in order "to ensure that all 
employees can continue to receive current pension and 
health benefits for the next two years." He did this 

continued on p. 9 
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Women's freedom & Marx's dialectic 


by Terry Moon 

The contemporary nature of Marxist-Humanism 
is evident when one views the theory and practice of 
women's liberation. Today that involves both an unprec- 
edented attack on women's rights — especially repro- 
ductive rights — now taking place 
in the U.S., and women's creative 
activism in the revolutionary de- 
velopments in the Middle East, 
where they are lighting repressive regimes from Egypt 
to Iran, and, at one and the same time, refusing to let 
women's freedom be sidelined. 

That a vantage point is needed for today's strug- 
gles of women is clear, be that in the developing or 
developed lands. In Congo women are fighting their 
annihilation and a brutality that may not have been 
seen in the world before. In Haiti rape is again becom- 
ing endemic and the world seems helpless to stop the 
spread of cholera — not because the means to do so are 
not known, but because the will to do so is not there. In 
the U.S., the recent election brought into office those 
determined to end not only abortion rights but access 
to birth control. And the U.S. Senate recently refused 
to pass the Paycheck Fairness Act, thus denying once 
again the necessary legal tools to fight for equal pay. 

How does theory speak to this reality and the new 
vantage point needed? This is illuminated by contrast- 

Wangle fire centennial 


WOMAN * REASON 



March 25, 2011, marks the centennial of the Tri- 
angle Waist Company factory fire where 149 workers, 
most of them young Jewish immigrant women, jumped 
to their death from a ten-story building. The fire doors 
were locked to keep the women from stealing a bit of 
cloth or thread; the building had no fire escapes, and 
fire ladders at the time only reached to the third story. 

What makes this anniversary vital to remember 
is that women are still dying in burning sweatshops 
around the world, including the U.S. The latest is Ban- 
gladesh, where over 20 died, some of whom, like the 
Triangle girls, jumped ten stories to their death. 

DiEBi 

by Artemis 

In Ivory Coast, troops loyal to Laurent Gbagbo 
gunned down eight women as they marched peacefully 
against his rule chanting, "We want peace!" He sent 
tanks against the women, who had held several all- 
women marches. As one woman said, "We re marching 
because we're tired. We can't sleep. We are not able to 
eat. And our husbands are not working..." Like Qaddafi, 
Gbagbo is willing to foment a civil war to hold on to 

power after he lost the recent election. 

* * * 

Egyptian feminists Nawal El Saadawi of the Egyp- 
tian Women's Union and Hoda Badran of the Alliance 
for Arab Women want to ensure that women's issues 
and participation in society do not get swept aside as 
they have in previous revolutions. They also state that 
former first lady Suzanne Mubarak held back feminism 
and stifled debate on controversial issues by consoli- 
dating all activism under her own group, the National 
Council of Women. 

* * * 

The Afghan Women's Network (a network of femi- 
nist and human rights organizations in Afghanistan) 
and Amnesty International are calling on Afghani- 
stan's government to end its plan to seize control of the 
country's activist-run women's shelters. The shelters, 
where women and girls can escape from violent families 
and forced marriages, would have new rules including 
handing victims over to abusive families who demand 
them back and giving them virginity tests. 

* * * 

UK Uncut is a feminist British organization pro- 
testing government cuts to public services, which dis- 
proportionately affect women, as well as exposing the 
role of banks in causing the economic crisis. Recently, 
the group has been demonstrating inside banks and 
bringing their children to protest cuts to childcare ser- 


ing two different approaches to the Marxian dialectic: 
one, an essay by well-known feminist Marxist theorist 
Professor Nancy Hartsock, "Marxist Feminist Dialec- 
tics for the Twenty- first Century"; the other by the revo- 
lutionary author and philosopher Raya Dunayevskaya, 
"Marx's 'New Humanism' and 
the Dialectics of Women's Liber- 
ation in Primitive and Modern 
Societies.” 

Hartsock aims to explore what the "dialectical un- 
derstanding of the world contained" in Marxism "can 
provide in the way of resources for contemporary analy- 
sis." Her title is compelling because it promises to look 
at Marx's dialectic and even names something "Marxist 
Feminist Dialectics," and proclaims that it is "for the 
Twenty-first Century.” But when one jams Hartsock's 
essay against Dunayevskaya's, their differences are 
more important than what they may have in common. 
DIFFERENT VIEWS OF THE DIALECTIC 

What Hartsock means by dialectics is that: "...one 
must replace the idea that the world is composed of 
'things' with that of the importance of 'process.' In addi- 
tion, Marx's dialectical method holds that things do not 
'exist' outside of or prior to the process, flows, and rela- 
tions that create, sustain, or undermine them.'" 1 

The problem isn't that it is wrong, so much as that 
it is abstract and incomplete. Hartsock's essay doesn't 
fill out this definition or tell us how this concept of 
dialectics can help women's liberation today. Rather, 
in reading Marx, not in and for himself, but to show 
how his work fits into her project, she sees three con- 
tributions: 1. Marx "enableld ] an alternative to the 
Enlightenment account of what it is to count as truth 
or knowledge"; 2. He gives her a "more nuanced and 
socially embedded understanding of subjectivity and 
agency than... liberal theory or.. .post-structuralism"; 

1. Nancy Hartsock, "Marxist Feminist Dialectics for the 21 st 
Century,” from Bertell Oilman and Tony Bagnall Smith, 
Dialectics for the New Century (Palgrave Macmillian, April 
2008), p. 225. NH in subsequent references. 
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Egyptian women 
define the struggle 

For Egyptian women the oppression of the last de- 
cades was extreme. They could not report the harass- 
ment they experienced to anyone, and men face no 
consequences when they harass. Public spaces became 
very problematic for women: their very presence on the 
street was an opportunity for men to show their "man- 
hood" by harassing them. 

Despite a history of Egyptian women's struggle 
which began long before the 21st Century, it was a 
huge breakthrough in 2008, when women workers were 
recognized as the most militant of the textile workers 
in the strike in Muhalla al-Kubra. In the midst of the 
fight, many barriers women face were broken down, for 
example, women spent nights in occupied factories, a 
"public space,” where there were unrelated men. The 
usual harassment did not occur. 

That women came to Tahrir Square and partici- 
pated in the protest was a testament to the power of 
the movement and to women's determination to cre- 
ate a total break with the past in everyday relations. 
Women were not just present, but leading the protests, 
defending this new reality as they fought Mubarak's 
goons. 

The change in man/woman relations is not auto- 
matic. Women, including journalist Lara Logan, were 
sexually assaulted in Tahrir Square on Feb. 11, in the 
midst of the celebration of Mubarak's ouster. At that 
time, Tahrir Square was flooded with people who had 
not been part of the occupation. Logan was rescued by a 
group of women, but it shows that the struggle to real- 
ize freedom does not stop. 

The future of the Egyptian revolution will be mea- 
sured by self-determination in daily life, not just a par- 
liamentary democracy. This shows the meaning for to- 
day of Marx's singling out the man/woman relation as 
the most fundamental in his philosophy of revolution in 
permanence. 

— Urszula 


Vicious attacks on women's healthcare 


During February, the Republican Party has led 
the largest legislative attack on women's reproductive 
rights and health in recent history. The U.S. House 
of Representatives has passed several bills that, if 
passed by the Senate and signed by the President, 
would have a devastating impact on women's health 
as well as abortion rights. One would make perma- 
nent the Hyde Amendment, which bans federal Med- 
icaid funding for abortion. It would pressure insurance 
companies to drop abortion coverage by making it an 
economic liability. Another bill would allow healthcare 
providers to refuse to provide abortions even to save 
a woman's life. Another would deny Title X funding 
to Planned Parenthood and any organization providing 
abortions, even though this funding is never used to 
pay for abortions in the first place. If made into law, it 
would gut Planned Parenthood’s ability to provide poor 
women with birth control and other basic healthcare 
services such as tests for cancer. Speaker of the House 

Walk for Choice 201 1 

Chicago — Feb. 26 was International Walk for 
Choice day, made urgent in the U.S. by the inhuman 
legislation pending in Congress (see article this page). 
Besides Chicago, Walks — really demonstrations — were 
held from coast to coast in more than 50 cities, from Los 
Angeles, San Diego, and Santa Cruz in California, to 
New York City; from Olympia, Washington, to Washing- 
ton, D.C.; in the South including Nashville, Austin and 
Dallas; in the Midwest including Youngstown, Ohio, 
Detroit and Grand Rapids, Mich.; there were even 
Walks in Anchorage and Fairbanks in Alaska. 

Nationwide, it was planned as a "walk,” so as not to 
have to bother with legal permits. We met in downtown 
Chicago's Daley Center Plaza just a block from the 
"Stand with Wisconsin" pro-union rally. It was cold and 
snowy, yet spirits were hopeful and fun. About 50 anti- 
choicers showed up with yellow balloons with "LIFE" on 
them; our choice color was orange. 

The Walks for Choice were planned in three weeks. 
Had we more time, many more would have attended. 
Around the country were some great signs: "STOP the 
war on reproductive rights (and all other wars)," one 
showed a broken egg and said "These are not chickens,” 
another "Look at your life, Look at your choices. Now 
stay out of MINE," and two signs carried by women who 
marched together spoke for many. The first woman's 
sign read, "I stand for: free health care, sex education, 
young & scared teens everywhere." Her companion's 
sign read, "Stand with Planned Parenthood." 

What marked these demonstrations is that they 
were planned and attended by young women. Whoev- 
er said the Women's Liberation Movement was dying 
should have been in Chicago where young women — and 
men — ran the event and hundreds participated. 

— Sue and Terry 


Rep. John Boehner hopes to reintroduce the global gag 
rule — a rule directly responsible for hundreds of wom- 
en's deaths in other countries. 

State legislatures have also introduced a large 
number of anti-abortion bills this month. The Texas 
state Senate passed a bill forcing women to have a 
sonogram and wait 24 hours before having an abor- 
tion. After public uproar, the South Dakota state House 
shelved a bill expanding the definition of justifiable ho- 
micide to include killing to save the life of an "unborn 
child." However, the Nebraska state legislature has 
now taken up a similar bill. The Kansas House passed 
a parental consent bill as well as one prohibiting abor- 
tion after a fetus supposedly develops the ability to feel 
pain, even though scientists dispute that this develops 
as early as the religious right claims. The Iowa House 
has introduced a "justifiable homicide" bill, and one 
stating that "personhood" begins at conception. The 
Georgia House introduced a bill calling for the inves- 
tigation of "unsupervised" miscarriages. Virginia is 
set to pass a law requiring abortion clinics to meet the 
standards of hospitals. Requirements such as widening 
hallways, not required of any other type of clinic, would 
shut down reproductive health clinics that provide oth- 
er types of healthcare as well as abortion. 

WOMEN FIGHT BACK! 

Pro-choice advocates have been fighting the reli- 
gious right's attempts to discredit Planned Parenthood 
and reproductive rights in general. In the U.S. House, 
Rep. Mike Pence, who introduced the bill to restrict 
Title X, read a passage from a book purporting to de- 
scribe a second-trimester abortion. Rep. Jackie Speier 
responded with why her own second-trimester abortion 
was necessary. Rep. Gwen Moore responded to Rep. Paul 
Broun's assertions that Planned Parenthood is racist by 
stating that, as a Black woman who had a child at "the 
ripe old age of 18," she was well aware of the right's "ut- 
ter contempt” for poor women and poor children. 

Media Matters, a watchdog group that debunks right- 
wing propaganda, discredited Lila Rose's group Live Ac- 
tion. Rose made a series of undercover videos at Planned 
Parenthood. Media Matters pointed out that Rose's films 
were misleadingly edited and that she lied about Planned 
Parenthood employees not alerting the authorities when 
her actors posed as child sex traffickers. 

The protests of reproductive justice organizations 
SisterSong and the Trust Black Women Partnership 
led to the removal of a billboard in New York City which 
claimed that abortion was Black "genocide." Public out- 
rage led to removing part of one U.S. House bill that 
limited the rape exception to only "forcible" rape. Many 
demonstrations have been held across the country sup- 
porting Planned Parenthood and reproductive rights 
(see article this page). The religious right lies when it 
claims that it has the public's support, and the public 
is showing that we have the ability to defeat this sexist, 
racist, and classist attack. — Adele 
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Solidarity with Mexican miners 


Chicago — Black, Latino and Anglo workers here 
showed solidarity with workers in Mexico on Feb. 19, 
the fifth anniversary of the Pasta de Conchos mine 
disaster in Mexico. Over 100 people came out, mostly 
steelworkers, joined by Jobs with Justice, Arise Chicago 
Worker Center, and News and Letters. 

In recent years the National Union of Mine, Metal, 
Steel and Related Workers of the Mexican Republic, 
or "Los Mineros," has reached out to workers in other 
countries, including the United Steelworkers, for 
support in their struggles against bosses backed by a 
repressive state. Rallies took place in several U.S. cities 
and in at least 30 countries. 

Workers at the Pasta de Conchos coal mine in the 
state of Coahuila, Mexico, had warned of dangerous 
conditions for months before the Feb. 19, 2006, 
explosion that killed 65 miners. The bodies of 63 are 
still entombed in the mine. We picketed in front of the 
Mexican consulate here, many of us carrying signs with 
names of those killed. Speakers told of the exploitative 
wages and conditions Mexican workers face, and the 
violent repression when they organize and fight back. 

Since 2007, Los Mineros Section 65 has been on 
strike at the copper mine in Cananea, Mexico, against 
the same mine owner, Grupo Mexico, over dangerous 
conditions and contract violations. Last year, 3,000 
federal and 500 state police occupied the Cananea 
mine, driving workers out of the mine, then gassing 
those who took refuge in the union hall. 

They allowed the company to send scabs into the 
mine until a judge granted an injunction against it. 
After this, 1,100 miners' wives formed the Women's 
Support Committee. (See "Labor's battlefronts," April- 
May 2008 N&L.) 

All protesters were asked to sign a letter to the 
Mexican Consul General that contained four demands: 

• Hold employer and government officials 
accountable for the Pasta de Conchos mine explosion 
that killed 65 miners on Feb. 19, 2006; 

• Abolish systematic violations of workers' 
freedom of association, including employer-dominated 
"protection contracts” and interference in union 
elections; 

• End the use of force — by 
parties — to repress workers' 
for democratic unions, better 


the state or private 
legitimate demands 
wages and working 


WORKSHOPTALKS 


continued from p. 1 

controls. If you get sick and go over the sick day quota, 
you will get written up and disciplinary action will be 
taken. During the hearing, it's the union rep who tells 
you that you went over the quota. They tell us if we 
don’t go along with the program we can find work some- 
where else. They tell us we don't have a choice, we have 
to help the boss keep costs down. 

At LMP "unit-based team" meetings, they tell us 
to look forward to the coming bonus, so long as we keep 
sick days and on-the-job injuries down, trimming Work- 
ers Compensation costs. The company is swimming in 
excess profit. Workers are not surprised. We’ve worked 
under their speed-up through short-staffing over the 
last decade of corporate restructuring. 

A number of my peers have lost their jobs in recent 
months. The company is saving more money by firing 
people at will. Often, when my peers are charged with a 
trumped-up violation, the union rep and management 
have already met and decided their fate. 

When we ask the rep to file a grievance, they don’t 
want to. One of my friends went to four different shop 
stewards to file a grievance. They all turned her down. 
They said the Chief Steward already told them he's 
"handled it." 

SEIU and its sister unions don't have to worry 
about their own survival. Like our company's bottom 
line, SEIU's membership roster is growing every day. 
We have bargaining rights, but I'm not sure you can call 
it collective bargaining. 

Every time a new contract is due, they tell us "99% 
of you voted to ratify” the new contract. But most of us 
don’t remember voting. Some of us didn't even get to 
hear what was in the package being offered. A lot of us 
feel, if it’s take it or leave it year after year, why even 
bother? 

In the U.S. today, only 7% of the workforce in the 
private sector are even unionized. For too long, union 
bosses have congratulated themselves on getting us 
workers great wages and benefits. 

Nobody gives us anything. We work for it. We pro- 
duce all the value, contrary to the capitalists taking 
credit. Union bosses think their survival depends on 
capital s survival. They're trapped in that kind of think- 
ing. But they also try to drill into the heads of us rank 
and file that our survival too depends on capitalism. 

They have it all wrong. We know better. It's capital- 
ism’s survival that depends on us! We know that an al- 
ternative to all the recurrent crises and miseries under 
capitalism begins with us. 


conditions, and good health and safety conditions; 

• End the campaign of political persecution against 
the Mexican Miners' Union and the Mexican Electrical 
Workers' Union. 

One speaker, Luis from Arise Chicago, brought 
history to life by telling how the strike of miners 
at Cananea in 1906 helped bring on the Mexican 
Revolution, then linked it to the origins of May Day 
in Chicago. Around the world, May Day is known as 
an international revolutionary workers' day. Why not 
in Chicago? He suggested we could reconnect with this 
important history today in creating real international 
labor solidarity. As many demonstrators were saying, 
an injury to one is an injury to all! 

— Franklin Dmitryev 

Nurses demand safety 



Editor's note: On Jan. 19, after months of inaction 
regarding the murder of Donna Gross at Napa State 
Hospital (see "Losing nurses and patients for profit," 
Jan.-Feb. N&L), the workers held a rally. Below we 
print excerpts from the talks. 

Napa, Calif. — As graduating medical students we 
took an Oath of Hippocrates, with a special obligation 
not to do harm. Now I am asking the state of California 
to do the same for the workers of Napa State Hospital. 
We want a safe environment, we want safety now! 

This past October we watched two tragedies unfold 
with very different outcomes. One was the 33 Chilean 
miners who were trapped underground. The Chilean 
government worked 24/7 to get those guys out. Here we 
have the Department of Mental Health (DMH). After 
years of ignoring warnings from all the staff — doctors 
as well as nurses and psych techs — about the increas- 
ing violence, the Napa State Hospital and the DMH has 
had an anemic response to the murder of Donna Gross 
and the savage beating of George Anderson. 

Most of you have heard the statistics: 200 attacks 
on staff in 2009, 700 patient assaults — they are vulner- 
able as well — 1,580 crimes in 2009, 224 instances of 
staff missing work. But stats alone cannot portray the 
fear, pain and disillusion of these workers. 

— Dr. Stuart Bussey 

Our sister Donna was murdered tragically. But it 
was nothing we did not expect. We all knew that one 
day we would come to work and hear that one of us had 
been hurt, injured or killed. For years we've been ask- 
ing for adequate staffing. I get calls from staff pleading: 
we should have seven staff, but we only have five. 

During the day we are supposed to be staffed eight 
to one: there are 40 individuals in a unit, and five staff 
are assigned. But it takes two staff to escort an individ- 
ual to a clinic. When even one person goes to dinner, as 
law requires, there are two staff with 39 individuals! It 
is not safe for the staff and it is not safe for the patients. 

At night, you only get three staff for 45 patients. 
If there is a crisis on another unit, the number may go 
down to two, or even one. We have pointed out to the 
DMH and to Napa State Hospital these unsafe issues, 
and they have turned a deaf ear. 

We have the same goals and interests as the fam- 
ily members of the patients here. For the last several 
months, since Donna had been killed, this place has 
been in a lockdown. It is pretty hard to have a thera- 
peutic environment when you're in a lockdown. 

It is difficult to give care when you fear for your 
own life and safety. Just this week, some patients plot- 
ted and carried out beating up their roommate. How 
can we, as staff, protect those vulnerable individuals, 
when we become targets ourselves when we try? 

I am asking, we are demanding, standing up for 
safety. We want it now! — Donna's co-workers 


EDITORIAL 


Corporate assaults on 
workers and women 

As the national assault against the working 
class in the U.S. increases, most openly evidenced by 
the orchestrated attacks aimed at destroying public 
employees' unions, workers and their unions are 

challenging these 

vicious attacks. The 
most blatant attack, 
by Republican Gov. 

Scott Walker of 
Wisconsin — who introduced legislation to eliminate the 
right of public worker unions to bargain collectively — 
has unleashed a national storm of protest, not only 
from union members, but from the entire population. 
Women, students, civil rights organizations, religious 
leaders have been galvanized into action by this attempt 
to destroy a right won after decades of struggle. 

Nor is Gov. Walker alone. Legislation to eliminate or 
restrict collective bargaining rights of public employees 
has been introduced in at least 18 other states, most 
notably Ohio and Indiana, where similar massive 
protests are ongoing. The GOP governors of these 
states claim that labor restrictions are necessary to 
balance the billions in state budget deficits. The deficits 
are real, but are used as a smokescreen to attack labor. 

These anti-labor measures would gain only a small 
amount of what states need to meet their fiscal crises, 
which were not caused by unions or public employees. 
The banks and Wall Street have recovered nicely, thanks 
to government bailouts over the last two years, and are 
paying out billions in bonuses to their executives. 

ALL UNION PRINCIPLES UNDERMINED 

Meanwhile, corporations relentlessly pursued their 
cherished goal: to destroy the idea of unionism, which 
was based on the principles and practice of brother and 
sisterhood — an injury to one is an injury to all, equality 
for all and solidarity against a management workers 
knew to be their exploitative enemy and determined to 
exercise dictatorial control over them. Every one of these 
union principles has been undermined with two-tier 
wage agreements, loss of seniority rights, elimination 
of job classifications and acceptance of automation that 
resulted in massive layoffs. 

Education is another union battlefield, as well as 
another key component of Republicans' reactionary 
agenda, along with limitless, vicious attacks on women's 
rights (see "Vicious attacks on women's healthcare,” 
p. 2). Teachers face loss of tenure and reduction in 
pay and benefits, and school vouchers for children for 
charter schools threaten the very existence of public 
education. Teachers face harassment at work and are 
retained or fired by students' test scores rather than 
overall educational achievement (see "Teachers' real 
value," p. 9). 

There is a growing militancy among teachers in 
this severe education crisis. In Chicago, the old union 
leadership, marked by cronyism and concessionary 
attitudes, was replaced by a rank-and-file caucus 
which promises to change the culture of the union to 
accurately represent the needs of the teachers. 

Union bureaucrats have contributed much to the 
negative attitude to unions, due in large part to capitalist 
media that emphasizes corporate interests over those 
of workers. Corporations, not just the Koch brothers, 
spend huge sums for public relations, lobbyists and 
lawyers with access to newspaper reporters, columnists 
and commentators like Rush Limbaugh, and Glenn 
Beck and Bill O'Reilly of Fox News. Workers and their 
unions do not have resources to match those billions. 
UNION LEADERS PLAYING CATCH-UP 

The present mass national outrage against the 
attacks on public employees has stirred up some union 
leaders, who are trying to catch up with this outpouring 
of protests, and are forming various coalitions among 
themselves and sympathetic community organizations 
to oppose these attacks. And the burgeoning protests 
have had an effect, as some reactionary governors have 
withdrawn or moderated the worst of their draconian 
legislation and permit collective bargaining. 

Much more is needed. While the outcome of the 
confrontations in Wisconsin and elsewhere is still in 
doubt, many protesters, and especially union members 
in cities across Wisconsin, have been inspired by 
the revolts in Egypt and the Middle East. The clear 
revolutionary impact on the protesters here is seen in 
slogans on posters like "Mubarak Walker” and chants 
that "Cairo is right here!" 

This mass protest has the potential of becoming 
much more than it is today, and was dramatically 
expressed in a protester's sign declaring "There is a 
new world." 
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International Women's Day and Iran 


FROM THE WRITINGS OF 

RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA 


Editor's note: The first International Women's 
Day was observed 100 years ago in March 1911. This 
year also marks the 32nd anniversary of the histor- 
ic demonstration in Tehran, Iran, on International 
Women's Day, March 8, 1979. On that day, women 
and supporters braved Islamic Guards and thugs al- 
lied with the new government headed by Ayatollah 
Khomeini. The marchers demanded that the revolu- 
tion, forged by the masses, continue and include free- 
dom for women. As a philosophic contribution to fur- 
thering the revolution, Iranian Marxist-Humanists 
translated and published several writings by Raya 
Dunayevskaya. Two of her writings from that time 
are excerpted here. 

The first selection is from her 1980 pamphlet, 25 
Years of Marxist-Humanism in the U.S.: A History of 
Worldwide Revolutionary Developments. The second 
is a letter to her colleagues in News and Letters 
Committees in 1979, reprinted in her book, Women's 
Liberation and the Dialectic of Revolution: Reaching 
for the Future. Both are available from News and 
Letters — see page 7. 

Sept. 5, 1980 

N othing short of a shift in global powers 
climaxed the period 1977-79, from the 
reverberations of post-Mao China, through 
the Black Consciousness Movement in South Africa 
and the Latin American revolts, to the struggles of the 
Iranian masses against the Shah, which assumed such 
mass proportion as to develop into outright revolution. 

At its very beginning I had been working on a new 
book, the topic of which has three subjects. One is Rosa 
Luxemburg; the second is the relationship of Women's 
Liberation in her time and ours; and the third is 
Marx's philosophy of revolution, which had gained a 
new dimension with the first transcription of Marx's 
Ethnological Notebooks } I no sooner had reached the 
first chapter on Rosa Luxemburg, which deals with 
the turning point in her 
life — the 1905-07 Russian- 
Polish Revolution — than 
all sorts of new facts 
about its extension into 
Persia illuminated the 
Iranian struggles of 1978. 

At the same time, Marx's 
Ethnological Notebooks 
cast new illumination on 
the philosophy of Women's 
Liberation as it extended 
Marx's own 1844 analysis 
of the Man/Woman 
relationship to his 1881-82 
analyses of the possibility 
of revolutions occurring in 
backward countries. 

The overthrow of 
the Shah, and with it 
the undermining of U.S. 
imperialism's dominance of the Gulf region, not only 
opened a dramatic shift in global power, but for the 
first time moved the question of the Middle East 
from oil to one of social revolution. What was most 
outstanding was that the greatest, most powerful and 
sustained mobilizations for months on end, including 
a general strike of oil workers, preceded the three- 
day insurrection of Feb. 9-12, 1979, which did indeed 
initiate a whole new epoch in world relations. 

EVERY SEGMENT OF THE POPULATION 
had been totally involved in ridding Iran of its twin 
nemeses — the Shah and U.S. imperialism — and it 
seemed to be the eve of the greatest revolution since 
1917. The workers who had been out on general 
strike refused to turn over their guns even when 
the Ayatollah Khomeini commanded it. All sorts of 
spontaneous organizations arose, by no means limited 
to former guerrilla groups. Quite the contrary. There 
were shoras [councils or soviets], there were workers' 
councils, there were anjomans [associations]. And in 
all of them youth were dominant. 

There was no end to the freedom of the press 
and the great attraction for the student youth of new 
Marxist translations. The most eagerly sought-after of 
the Marxist groups were those who were independent 
of any state power. The most persistent lighters for self- 
determination were also the most organized, and were 
not only the Kurds but also the Arabs. Because they 
were all part of the mass revolutionary outburst which 
overthrew the Shah, they felt confident in continuing 
the fight for genuine self-determination. 

Finally, and by no means least, the Women's 
Liberation Movement aimed at opening up a new 
chapter for the revolution. They were involved for five 
days, beginning on International Women's Day, March 

1. Lawrence Krader transcribed Marx's Notebooks, which 
were published in 1972 under the title, The Ethnological 
Notebooks of Karl Marx, by Van Gorcum, Assen. 


8, 1979, in continuous marches under the slogan, "We 
made the revolution for freedom and got unfreedom." 

AYATOLLAH KHOMEINI NO SOONER 
found himself in total power than contradictions 
began tearing the newly liberated nation apart. The 
emergent retrogression was analyzed in the March 
1979 Political-Philosophic Letter, "Iran: Unfoldment of, 
and Contradictions in, Revolution." 2 This critique was 
translated and published in Farsi, as were my writings 
on Women's Liberation in a pamphlet entitled Woman 
as Reason and Force of Revolution, which also included 
an article on women by Rosa Luxemburg and Ding 
Ling's Thoughts on March 8. 3 The introduction to the 
series of essays was written by an Iranian Marxist- 
Humanist woman, 

Neda. 

All through 1979 
and indeed a good 
part of 1980 there 
was hardly an issue 
of N&L which did not 
have either eyewitness 
reports on the Iranian 
Revolution, letters 
from Iran, special 
articles on both the 
women's revolution 
and the fundamentalist 
Islamic betrayal of 
it, as well as serious 
articles on what type 
of organization, what 
type of shoras, what 
kind of relationships of 
religion to revolution.... 

Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution greatly illuminated the events 
of 1979 and 1980. History had paid little attention to 
the 1905 Russian Revolution's extension to Persia 
referred to earlier, though especially the women's 
anjoman was a true historic first. Suddenly, however, 
another element of that revolution in Persia — its first 

constitution — became a 
focal point for the 1979 
Iranian Revolution. 

But what the Islamic 
fundamentalists meant 
by it and what the young 
revolutionaries related to, 
were absolute opposites. 

The Left 

revolutionaries were 
studying and trying to 
practice the dialectics 
of the 1905-07 Russian 
Revolution, Luxemburg's 
analysis of the General 
Strike as both political 
and economic and thus 
bringing on the revolution, 
the call for women's 
liberation included in 
Luxemburg's manifestos, 
and above all, the focus on the spontaneity of the masses 
who were actually more revolutionary than the leaders. 
What the study also showed was the possibility of a 
revolution bursting out in a technologically backward 
country ahead of one that was not only technologically 
advanced, but one that had a great mass Social 
Democratic party. 4 

* * * 

March 10, 1979 

ear Friends: 

On my way to the talk in celebration of 
International Women's Day, that I was to 
give at Wayne State University on "Rosa Luxemburg 
and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution," came the news 
of the most magnificent international event: tens of 
thousands of Iranian women were demonstrating 
against Khomeini, shouting, "We fought for freedom 
and got unfreedom!" Naturally, I began the talk with 
an homage to those Iranian women's liberationists 
who had, with this act, initiated the second chapter of 
the Iranian Revolution. Thus, my very first sentence 
stressed the todayness that this mass outpouring had 
placed on our topic, though it was to begin with rolling 
back the clock to 62 years ago, when the Russian 
working women transformed International Women's 

2. The letter, "Iran: Unfoldment of, and Contradiction in, Revo- 
lution," is also included in Women's Liberation and the Dia- 
lectics of Revolution. The Political-Philosophic Letters men- 
tioned on this page are part of the Selected Writings on the 
Middle East by Raya Dunayevskaya; see Appeal on opposite 
page. — Editor 

3. Ding Ling was a Chinese revolutionary whose 1942 Thoughts 
on March 8 criticized the cruel sexism within Mao's Commu- 
nist Party, including its leadership. She was later purged. 

4. Interestingly enough, there was also a new interest in and 

new translations of Luxemburg's writings. We published the 
first translation ever of her Theory and Practice, by David 

Wolff [Available from News and Letters], 


Day into the first of the five days that toppled the 
centuries-old Tsarist Empire. 

The point was not only to single out great 
revolutionary acts, but to demonstrate that even in the 
first Russian Revolution of 1905, a great theoretician, 
Rosa Luxemburg, was as "shortchanged" about her 
thoughts as were the Russian working women, en 
masse, who were later to be played down as allegedly 
"unconscious” about their historic act which began the 
second Russian Revolution. Toward that end, I read 
from the still-unpublished speech of Rosa at the famous 
1907 Congress of all Russian Marxist tendencies, which 
pointed to the fact that 1905 was but the first of a series 
of 20th-century revolutions.... 5 

I SPENT THE 
FOLLOWING DAY, 

March 9, talking 
with an Iranian 
male revolutionary, 
developing ideas not 
only of the revolution 
but how we must 
be prepared for the 
counter-revolution 
that is sure to arise 
in Iran as Khomeini 
holds on to power 
and gathers not 
only men but some 
women to consent 
to turning back 
the clock to Islam's 
reactionary viewpoint 
on women — and by 
no means only on the 
question of dress; and I singled out the historic points 
in the development of the Russian Revolution, which 
moved from the February events through Lenin's April 
Theses to Kornilov's July counter-revolution, and only 
after many laborious and bloody months arrived finally 
at October. In a word, we were discussing my next 
Political-Philosophic Letter on the Iranian Revolution. 6 

March 10 was still a newer day when, but half an 
hour before the Iranian's plane left, I came up with the 
idea of translating into Farsi Ding Ling's Thoughts on 
March 8. The publication would carry also the following 
message of solidarity with the Iranian women of today, 
stretching back to 1908 on native grounds: 

"In Spring 1908 — when the 1906 Constitutional 
Revolution everyone is talking about today was 
still alive, and a women's anjoman was still most 
active, especially in Tehran — New York garment 
workers declared March 8 to be Women's Day. 
The following year, in support of the locked-out 
Triangle Shirtwaist makers, the mass outpouring 
became known as the 'Uprising of the 20,000'; 
that so inspired the German working women's 
movement that its leader, Clara Zetkin, proposed 
to the Marxist International that March 8 become 
an International Women's Day. Today, you — the 
daring women of Iran — have opened a new chapter 
in the Iranian Revolution of 1979. In homage 
to you, and to express our solidarity with your 
ongoing revolution, we are here translating the 
thoughts of still another opponent of the status 
quo, this time in China — Ding Ling, who opposed 
both Stalin and Mao (who purged the great writer), 
as she expressed herself creatively in Thoughts on 
March 8." 

The friend who volunteered to do the translation 
felt that, indeed, the simple act of translation would 
thus express a totally new Man/Woman relationship.... 

Yours, Raya 

5. Luxemburg's speech and a discussion of women in the 1905 
Russian Revolution can be found in Dunayevskaya's Rosa 
Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's Philosophy of 
Revolution (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1991). — 
Editor 

6. Dunayevskaya's Dec. 17, 1979, Political-Philosophic Letter, 
"Not So Random Thoughts on: What Is Philosophy? What 
Is Revolution? 1789-1793; 1848-1850; 1914-1919; 1979," in- 
cludes a dialectical view of the different stages revolutions 
pass through, whether Russia 1917 or Iran 1979. It was ex- 
cerpted in the Oct. 2001 N&L. Gen. Lavr Kornilov led the 
July 1917 counter-revolution in Russia. — Editor 


Political-Philo- 
sophic Letters on 
Iran: Revolution 
and Counter- 
Revolution 

Eight essays by Raya Dunayevskaya 

Available for £5 plus ^2 postage (in U.S.) from 
News & Letters, 228 S. Wabash, Suite 230, 
Chicago, IL 60604. 



Alireza 


Jan. 29 demonstration by Iranian activists in front of the Tribune Building 
in Chicago to demand freedom and democracy for the people of Iran. They 
then joined the demonstration to support the struggle for liberty and self- 
determination in Egypt. 
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Cartoon first published in the March 1979 issue of News & Letters 
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Women's freedom & Marx's dialectic 


ESSAY 


continued from p. 2 

3. Marx gives her "criteria for what can count as better, 
or privileged, knowledges” (NH, p. 225). The rest of her 
essay goes into what her ideas are about — standpoint 
theory, for example — and what are the bits and pieces 
she has taken from Marx to buttress her arguments. 

Hartsock uses the word 
"process" in her definition, 
but Dunayevskaya makes it 
concrete by telling us what 
"process" is to Marx in her 
work Philosophy and Revolution : "...the dialectic as a 
continuous process of self-development, a process of de- 
velopment through contradiction, through alienation, 
through double negation. ...It is the development of 
mankind's history from bondage to freedom." 2 And it 
is the development of thought along with it. This con- 
cept of dialectics helps us look at struggle, at history, 
in an entirely different way because one comprehends 
that it is through the struggle that we transcend the 
present and that the struggle in life is unseparated 
from thought, "that the dialectic 
reveals 'transcendence as an ob- 
jective movement"' ( P&R , p. 9). 

WOMEN IN MARX'S CAPITAL 

Dunayevskaya' s essay traces 
that concept of the dialectic in 
what she calls a great "innovation 
in Capital" which "bears directly 
on the subject of women's libera- 
tion." It is, she writes, the chapter 
Marx added very late in the writ- 
ing of Capital on "The Working 
Day.” Dunayevskaya continues: 

"That is the dialectic of 
Marx's seeing, not merely the 
statistics he had amassed, but 
the live men and women reshap- 
ing history. Nowhere is this more 

true than concerning the so-called 

Woman Question.' Having turned away from further 
arguments with theoreticians to follow instead the hap- 
penings at the point of production and their political 
ramifications on the historic scene, Marx came up with 
the second great innovation in Capital — his chapter on 
"The Working Day.'" 3 

Why is it that no feminist theoretician seems to 
see what is in that chapter on "The Working Day”: that 
Marx is not only talking about men? Not only were 
women working in the factories, but women and chil- 
dren were replacing men as cheaper labor. Marx cer- 
tainly took them up, a fact Dunayevskaya makes sure to 
bring directly into this essay. She drives the point home 
by declaring that "...Marx devoted that much space to 
women in the process of production and arrived at very 
new conclusions on new forms of revolt." Because Marx 
saw that the dialectic meant self-development through 
contradiction, what live women and men experienced in 
fighting the inhuman factory conditions, and that tran- 
scendence comes about only through human striving, 
he concluded from looking at the struggle on the factory 
floor, "that the simple worker's question, When does my 
day begin and when does it end? was a greater philoso- 
phy of freedom than was the bourgeois Declaration of 
the Rights of Man..." ( WLDR , p. 197). 

This essay alone debunks not only Nancy Hart- 
sock's "problems with Marx’s own theories,” but the 
problem many feminists have with Marx: 1. "class un- 
derstood.. .as a relation among men, is the only division 
that counts”; 2. "workers' wives and their labor are pre- 
sumed"; 3. "homosocial birth images mark the analy- 
sis...” 4. women are "profoundly absent from Marx's 
account of the extraction of surplus value”; 5. he's a 
product of his time (NH, p. 224). 

Nothing could be further from the truth except, of 
course, that everyone is a "product of their time.” But 
it would behoove us to try to see how Marx transcend- 
ed his. What Hartsock reveals is that she falls solidly 
into the critique that Dunayevskaya made of "not only 
bourgeois feminists but of socialist feminists,” that is 
that they, "above all, have helped those men who have 
tried to reduce Marx to a single discipline, be that as 
economist, philosopher, anthropologist, or 'political 
strategist.'" 4 Furthermore, she seems to have learned 
her Marxism not from Marx so much as from post-Marx 
Marxists, as she quotes more or less approvingly every- 
one from Lukacs to Fredric Jameson, to Bertell Oilman 
to the Stalinist, Althusser. 

How thoroughly the dialectic became 



Women marching in Chicago at a demonstration in support of the upris- 
ings in Egypt and Tunisia Jan. 29. 


2. Raya Dunayevskaya, Philosophy and Revolution: From 
Hegel to Sartre, and from Marx to Mao (New York: Lexington 
Books, 2003), p. 10. P&R in subsequent references. 

3. Raya Dunayevskaya, Women's Liberation and the Dialectics 
of Revolution: Reaching for the Future, "Marx's 'New Hu- 
manism' and the Dialectics of Women's Liberation in Primi- 
tive and Modern Societies" (Detroit: Wayne State University 
Press, 1996), p. 196. WLDR in subsequent references. 

4. Raya Dunayevskaya, Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, 
and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution (Chicago: University of 
Illinois Press, 1991), p. 104. RLWLMPR in subsequent refer- 
ences. 


Dunayevskaya' s method of thought can be seen in what 
she made explicit from Marx's Ethnological Notebooks, 
also taken up in this essay. Marx's notebooks on Lewis 
Henry Morgan's Ancient Society are some of his most 
neglected writings. That Dunayevskaya was able to see 
so much in them, indeed "new moments," could not have 
been easy. She was able to "hear him think" — through 
what he underlined, put quotes around, and sometimes 
commented on. 

TRANSITIONS AND WOMEN'S LIBERATION 

As a women's liberationist, what fascinated me 
about Dunayevskaya's discussion of Marx's Ethnologi- 
cal Notebooks was her emphasis on transitions: 

"Nothing less than the vital question of transitions 
is at stake in the difference between Marx's and En- 
gels's views. Marx was showing that it is during the 
transition period that you see the duality emerging to 
reveal the beginning of antagonisms, whereas Engels 
always seems to have antagonisms only at the end, as 
if class society came in very nearly full blown after the 
communal form was destroyed and private property was 

established. More- 
over, for Marx the 
dialectical develop- 
ment from one stage 
to another is related 
to new revolutionary 
upsurges, whereas 
Engels sees it as a 
unilateral progres- 
sion" ( RLWLMPR , p. 
180). 

There is no 
greater transition 
than a revolution, 
and while the U.S. 
Women's Liberation 
Movement did not 
transform produc- 

tion relations, it was 

born, grew, and developed in revolutionary times and 
has certainly changed the world. Revolution is being 
played out right now in the Middle East as women are 
fighting in the streets together with the men to topple 
dictators, and at the same time trying to realize their 
freedom as women. Everyone is aware that the situa- 
tion could go towards more freedom for women, or the 
opposite, which is why Marx's concept of revolution in 
permanence speaks so profoundly to our times. 

Women have a double fight: against society and its 
culture, and against the limitations of the movements 
that are supposed to be about freedom. In every move- 
ment, women have had to fight to show that their strug- 
gle for freedom was not a diversion from the movement 
but a contribution. Nowhere was this clearer than in 
the Iranian Revolution of 1979, when women tried to 
deepen that revolution, only to be met by many in the 
left with beatings, gunfire and the lie that their strug- 
gle revealed them as "agents of imperialism." That was 
a transition point that could have gone either way, and 
all of Iranian society is now living the consequences of 
the fact that the majority of the Iranian Left not only 
refused to fight for Iranian women's freedom, but de- 
manded that they step back. 

HOW DEEP REVOLUTION MUST BECOME 

What is involved in transitions is as well the ques- 
tion of how deep and total revolution has to become. 
That is why, I think, Dunayevskaya ties the two togeth- 
er in this essay: 

"The new moments he [Marx] was experiencing as 
he intensified his studies of pre-capitalist society, on 
women, on the primitive commune, on the peasantry, 
illuminate Marx's works as a totality. Thus it isn't 
a question of a mere return to the concept of women 
which he first expressed in the 1844 Manuscripts, nor, 
as some anthropologists would have it, simply a move 
from a philosophic to an empiric anthropology. Rather, 
as a revolutionary, Marx's hostility to capitalism's colo- 
nialism was intensifying to such a degree that his em- 
phasis was on how deep must be its uprooting” (p. 202). 

This kind of dialectic, a dialectic of revolution that 
springs from the whole history of thought and of hu- 
manity's struggle for freedom, is what can give direc- 
tion to a movement, an organization or an individual. 
Thus we know that we cannot support the so-called 
"insurgency" in Iraq or Afghanistan, a force that would 
destroy women's autonomy wherever they find it. We 
knew in 1979 that the Iranian women must have our 
greatest solidarity, and we know that right now is 
the time to raise women's freedom in Tunisia, Libya, 
Yemen, Palestine and Egypt as women fight side by 
side with men to create a new, free Middle East. 

Dunayevskaya was always looking for new revo- 
lutionary beginnings. As we face a world whose deter- 
mination to move towards fascism is being challenged 
by new freedom movements — especially in the Middle 
East — we realize that our age too is in transition, and it 
too can go either towards fascism or to humanity's de- 
sire, a new human society. Theory and philosophy are 
indispensable in this endeavor. 


We need your help 

As the revolutions that began this year in Tuni- 
sia and Egypt spread throughout the Middle East and 
North Africa, they were recognized by masses of men, 
women and youth throughout the world, not as "far 
off events," but as a new moment struggling to be 
born everywhere. 

That moment has enveloped the massive pro- 
tests in Wisconsin trying to keep the union move- 
ment from being destroyed, the revolts of European 
workers resisting austerity, and the decades-long 
movements in Latin America trying to break free 
from a capitalist path of "development." Revolution 
is being recognized not only as possible, but as the 
needed pathway out of the endless crises gripping ev- 
ery country — from economic crises to climate change 
to the many wars being fought or threatened. 

NEVER WAS THERE a greater need for a 
unique revolutionary journal like News & Letters, 
where the voices of revolt are recorded in every issue 
unseparated from the articulation of a philosophy of 
revolution that lets them be heard louder and more 
clearly because they disclose the future in the pres- 
ent. From our beginning in 1955, N&L has been dedi- 
cated, both as paper and organizationally, to working 
out a new unity of theory and practice. 

To that end, this year we are working to issue a 
new edition of Selected Writings on the Middle East by 
Raya Dunayevskaya, the founder of Marxist-Human - 
ism, which shows how philosophy has been a force 
of revolution as in the Iranian Revolution of 1979. It 
reveals how learning the lessons of history means not 
making the same mistakes and being philosophically 
prepared for new and unexpected problems. 

AT THE SAME TIME, we are determined to 
keep publishing News & Letters. The ever-increasing 
number of newspapers that have failed in the last de- 
cade is testimony to the overwhelming costs involved; 
yet the importance of continuing their publication is 
attested by our prisoner readers who make sure ev- 
ery issue is circulated widely throughout the prison 
system. Keeping the paper in print, however, entails 
considerable expense on top of our regular ever- 
increasing bills for office rent and postage. 

As we have from our beginning, we are turning 
to you, our readers, to help us continue. We cannot do 
it without your contributions — financial, as well as in 
your ideas, your letters, articles, and bringing us new 
friends and readers. 

PLEASE GIVE AS GENEROUSLY AS YOU CAN! 

News and Letters, 228 S. Wabash Ave., Room 230, 
Chicago, IL 60604 ^ 

Q Enclosed is my contribution of $ to help 

keep News & Letters going. 

Q I'm enclosing $ for subscriptions to those 

on the attached list or as gift subs for prisoners. 
Name: 

Email: 

Address including zip: 
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Black Freedom 

Struggles 

By John Alan 



Ch. 1 : Permanent War or "Revo- 
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tinuing Challenge of 
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THE MIDDLE EAST EXPLODES: WHAT HAPPENS AFTER? 



The Middle East events are 
bringing lots of people to talk about 
1979 as well as the 2009 movements in 
Iran. I appreciated Raha's essay in the 
Jan. -Feb. issue, "Philosophy and Iran’s 
revolution: Where to now?” because 
it raises the question of what could go 
wrong right now in Egypt. 

David 
Bay Area 

At first I thought the Lead in the 
Jan. -Feb. issue, "European revolts 
confront economic and political crises," 
was so much on Europe that it had 
become passe. But then a friend pointed 
out that the conclusion on overcoming 
alienated labor is appropriate in Egypt 
too. Most important is that, despite 
some on the Left who were proposing 
that Mubarak's ouster was a CIA plot, 
a whole new world is opened up, where 
the old dualities look ridiculous, like 
"anti-imperialism."' All those self- 
limiting discussions changed overnight 
when people had new social connections 
on the street. Ron 

Bay Area 

There are moments in history 
in which the impossible becomes 
unavoidable. Like the dissolution of 
the Soviet Union just before its fall, the 
changes sweeping the Middle East were 
unimaginable to most a month ago. But 
people power has a logic and timeline 
all its own. While many of us may never 
step foot in the Middle East, the hopes 
of its people are interwoven with ours 
and those of the world. In moments like 
these, it is inspiring to know that our 
solidarity, in hope and action, can play 
a small part in big change. 

To help Avaaz send phones, tiny 
video cameras, and portable radio 
transmitters to activists in the Middle 
East so they can broadcast live video 
feeds even during internet and phone 
blackouts, send donations to Avaaz 
Foundation, 857 Broadway, 3rd floor, 
New York, NY 10003, or go to avaaz.org. 

Stephanie, David, Alice, Morgan, Ricken, 
Rewan, Maria Paz and the Avaaz team 
New York City 

Given the most recent events 
unfolding in the Arab World, particularly 
in Egypt, the relevance of Raya 
Dunayevskaya's work on "Dialectics of 
Philosophy and Organization" becomes 
clear. In a short 18-day period — Jan. 25 
to Feb. 11 — the spontaneous eruption 
of the various sections of Egyptian civil 
society was able to end the 30-year reign 
of dictator Hosni Mubarak. The question 
that now looms large is, what happens 
the day after the Revolution? 

Ruben Dri's introduction to the 
Spanish edition of Raya Dunayevskaya's 
The Power of Negativity recognizes that 
"a fundamental theoretical assumption 
for any revolutionary political project 
is that reality moves dialectically." As 
in Argentina in 2000, now in Egypt the 


revolt against oppression by workers, 
teachers, housewives and students 
contains great potentialities that could 
only be translated into new politics if 
it were interpreted dialectically. Thus, 
what force will arise in Egypt that 
is capable of performing the task of 
translating the spontaneous movement, 
its potentialities, into a political force? 

Prisoner 

California 

Because of the mass movements, 
from Tunisia to Egypt and across North 
Africa and in the Middle East and 
Wisconsin-Ohio-Indiana, Karl Marx's 
words "Human power is its own end" are 
alive today. Basho 

California 

The current uprisings throughout 
the Middle East make it critical to 
discuss the ideas and actions that will 
help these new revolutions develop 
toward the new human society we all 
want. It brought to my mind the lines 
from Hegel that Raya Dunayevskaya 
quoted in her Philosophy and Revolution : 
"When individuals and nations have 
once got in their heads the concept of 
full-blown liberty, there is nothing like 
it in its uncontrollable strength, just 
because it is the very essence of mind, 
and that as its very actuality." 

Susan 
New York 

I am thinking a lot of Raya these 
days, with a new February Revolution 
sweeping around the world. I’m glad 
N&L has survived. It is an intellectual 
” tearmann " [sanctuary] for me, as we 
say in Gaelic. Beannacht. 

Seamas Cain 
Minnesota 

*** 

Bahrain is an oppressed nation 
which suffers from lack of freedom 
and a non-declared apartheid. The 
monarchy, which was brought into 
power by Britain 200 years ago, belongs 
to minority Sunnis who rule a majority 
Shiite country. This minority group is 
a very good ally of the U.S. and hosts 
the U.S. Navy in the Persian Gulf, so 
the U.S. government doesn't exert any 
pressure on the ruling family to change 
their behavior. Because the majority 
are Shiites, the Arab countries of the 
Persian Gulf which are Sunni officially 
declared their support of the ruling 
family of Bahrain. The Bahrainian 
people are locally and internationally 
strangled. Mohammad 

New York 


STOP EXECUTIONS IN IRAN 

The Islamic Republic of Iran has 
sentenced Houtan Kian, the lawyer of 
Iran stoning case Sakineh Mohammadi 
Ashtiani, to death by hanging. Kian 
was arrested in October 2010 along with 


Sajjad Ghaderzadeh, Ashtiani's son, 
and two German journalists during an 
interview. Whilst the latter three have 
been released, Kian faces imminent 
execution. Ashtiani's death sentence 
has also been confirmed. Only strong 
international pressure will save them 
and the many others awaiting their death 
in the execution capital of the world. 

Please send copies of any protest 
letters, actions and emails, and acts of 
solidarity to iransolidaritynow@gmail. 
com. For useful contact details for protest 
letters, go to: http://iransolidarity. 
blogspot.com/2011/03/call-to-save-life-of- 
lawyer-houtan-kian.html. 

Mina Ahadi, International Committees 
against Stoning and Execution; 
Patty Debonitas, Iran Solidarity; 

Maryam Namazie, One Law for All 


WISCONSIN 

It doesn’t seem like that long ago 
when some people 
had illusions 
about the class 
nature of the 
Tea Parties. Not 
anymore. Here's 
some of what 
TPers have said 
online about the 
protests in Madison: "All labor unions 
were Communist collectivist inspired 
and have taken their toll on America. 
The NLRA was passed in 1935 and 
signed by a President who had an 
administration full of Communist Jews"; 
"If the n *****r police chief won't do his 
job, bring in the National Guard with 
mace and tear-gas to oust these union 
thug commie radicals”; and, for the 
trifecta, "Everybody knows that Hippies 
don’t work so why are they supporting 
those union pukes?” 

Union supporter 
Illinois 

At the Chicago solidarity rally with 
Wisconsin workers, one of the speakers 
reminded us how people died fighting 
for the right to organize. It’s something 
I know, but given what is going on, and 
the determination of the reactionary 
right to destroy unions, it took on more 
poignancy. That we still need the right 
to bargain, strike and organize is clear 
if one just remembers the Massey Coal 
Company mine disaster a year ago 
April, or the explosion of the oil rig that 
set off the spill in the Gulf of Mexico — 
both were caused by management 
cutting corners to get out production; 
both showed a shocking disregard for 
workers' lives. The right to strike and 
bargain is about life and death. 

Women's Liberationist 
Chicago 

*** 

I went to Madison and saw a real 
good protest about unions. When I saw 
that many people demanding that all 
these governors stop their attacks on the 
union, I felt this enormous protest was 
powerful because it took in the power 
of every person fighting for what they 
believed. We're going to direct our power 
to make those governors treat us with 
honor and respect and give us back our 
freedom. Our demands are to respect us; 
to not lie to the nation; to stop evictions; 
to freeze jobless people’s loans until they 
get jobs; to not cut the budget for public 
housing, clinics, food stamps, welfare 
and Section Eight. Latina Worker 

Chicago 


SENIORS SPEAK UP 

Republicans and their allies want to 
eliminate Social Security, Medicare and 
Medicaid, using the excuse of dealing 
with the deficit. The right wing does 


not care about the average citizen. They 
have no idea what it is like to struggle to 
pay rent, buy food, etc. 

The Republicans opposed the 
original Social Security and Medicare 
programs. They still do. As I have told 
Senator Durbin's office, seniors vote in 
high numbers. I said that if he takes 
part in Social Security cuts, I will help 
defeat him in the next election. 

The Republicans’ attempts to cut 
Social Security and other safety-net 
programs are part of their contempt 
for the average American, whether 
senior, union member or worker. They 
have special contempt for low-income 
minorities and women. 

We need to change our society to 
one that respects the average person 
no matter what their income level, age, 
gender, race, or religion. Mark 

Chicago 


CHINESE DRAGON? 

During the Depression, the FBI, 
with the cooperation of the Japanese- 
American Citizens League, gathered 
the names of teachers and heads of 
organizations two or three years before 
Pearl Harbor. Anti-Japanese messages 
were projected in the mass media. 
I'm now hearing more and more anti- 
Chinese statements on the radio. China 
is a major competitor to U.S. capitalism 
today, as Japan was in the 1930s. It's 
today's economic climate that creates 
the antagonism. 

Japanese-American 
Los Angeles 

U.S. capitalists are not going to 
point to "Free Trade" policies as a 
reason for today's crisis, they're going to 
blame China. It's easer to foment hatred 
against foreigners than to look for the 
cause of the economic crisis. The labor 
unions are again asking teachers to 
make concessions, but no one asks why 
the economy suddenly collapsed. Why 
not go after those who brought on the 
disaster? Teacher 

Los Angeles 


FOR SUZE R0T0L0 

So sad to learn of the passing of Suze 
Rotolo (1943-2011). She was more than 
the young woman with Bob Dylan on 
the Freewheelin' album cover. Through 
her involvement in the late 1950s in the 
Congress On Racial Equality, she had 
a lot to do with inspiring his important 
civil rights movement oriented songs. 
And she kept active right on into the 
new millennium, as one of the satirical 
Billionaires for Bush. Her memoir A 
Freewheelin' Time is an interesting 
portrayal of the growth of part of the 
1960s New Left out of what her parents' 
CP-oriented "Old Left" was, and out 
of what it wasn't, too — it opens with 
an early 1960s cafe discussion of what 
the word freedom really means that 
captures what it was like to be young 
and idealistic, then, or now. 

Tim Finnigan 
Midwest 


YOUTH AGAINST BULLYING 

It's encouraging to hear of 
continuing efforts by youth to stop 
bullying! Such an example is a music 
video put out by kids attending Long 
Branch Middle School in New Jersey, 
"Bullying We’ll Stop It." Thanks to 
those kids, and to Enrique Iglesias who 
supported them. You should check it out: 
http://wacptv.ning.com/video/bullying- 
well-stop-it-official?xg_source=activity! 

Sexual Humanist 
originally from Japan 


MARX'S CRITIQUE OF THE GOTHA PROGRAM FOR THE PRESENT DAY 


Marx begins his Critique of the 
Gotha Program by clarifying the 
conception of "labor as the source of 
all wealth and culture" stating, "Labor 
is not the source of all wealth. Nature 
is just as much the source of use- 
values as labor, which itself is only 
the manifestation of a force of nature, 
human labor power." This point of 
clarity became necessary because there 
exists a distinction as to what defines a 
social program. 

The way bourgeois phrases are 
used gives meaning to conditions. 
The bourgeoisie, because of its class 
position as the owners of property, 
falsely ascribed supernatural creative 
power to labor. The person who owns 
no property but his/her labor power is 
subject to being reduced to a slave to 
the owners of the material conditions of 
labor. Thus, it is only with permission 
that s/he is able to work, and by 
extension, able to live. 

Throughout the Critique Marx is 


demonstrating how the use of hollow 
phrases designed to serve as the 
foundations of society can be twisted 
and tortured. 

So instead of making general 
phrases about labor and society, we 
must turn to "proving concretely 
how in present capitalist society the 
material, etc., conditions have at last 
been created which enable and compel 
the workers to lift this social curse." 

Why have no other post-Marx 
Marxists dealt seriously with Marx's 
Critique as Lenin and Dunayevskaya 
did? The Critique is roughly 136 years 
old, and yet in our present-day society 
its overall relevance is profoundly clear. 

Wherever we look at the world — 
Europe, the Arab world, Afrika, etc. — 
the material conditions of capital 
relations have created the conditions 
for the international working class to 
lift the social curse. 

Faruq 

Crescent City, Calif. 
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MANY ISSUES, ONE FIGHT 


I was late to the Walk for Choice 
because my bus picked up a lot of people 
to attend the multiple rally actions in 
downtown Chicago on Feb. 26. My bus 
driver blew her horn in support of the 
pro-union rally where I got off the bus. 
She said that the mayor-elect, Rahm 
Emanuel, is anti-union and wondered if 
people knew that. Bus rider 

Chicago 

My friends and I finally hooked up 
with the 500-strong Walk for Choice 
rally which started downtown at 
Chicago's Daley Center Plaza. There 
was no permit for the march, so we were 
split up and my group went across the 
street to the pro-union rally and our 
slogan was "Pro-union, pro-choice." One 
man said that they were two different 
issues, but most of the people agreed 
that it was the same fight. 

I was disappointed that I saw 
no coverage of the Walk on any news 
stations. When I googled the pro-choice 
rally in Chicago, I got the one that 
occurred at the downtown Chicago 
Federal Building on Feb. 25, which 
about 50 people attended, but not a word 
about the much larger event on the 26th. 
Friends commented that women's issues 
are not considered as important as 
others. How can we change this? There 
was also no coverage on the national 
news even though the Walk for Choice 
was nationwide. Sue 

Chicago 

John Tierney wrote a disingenuous 
article in the Feb. 8 New York Times, 
"Social Scientist Sees Bias Within," 
where he claimed that "assumption that 
female scientists faced discrimination 
and various forms of unconscious bias" 
has been "repeatedly contradicted,” 
citing the recent study by Stephen 
J. Ceci and Wendy M. Williams, 
"Understanding current causes of 
women's underrepresentation in 
science.” 

The new study, however, was no 
defense of Larry Summers' ridiculous 
thesis that men were better at science 
than women. On the contrary, they 


argue that, when looked at across the 
whole population, formal discrimination 
is not as significant as it once was, 
but discrimination remains. They 
advocated shifting from battling formal 
discrimination to work/family balance 
problems that discourage women from 
certain careers. Tierney's twisting of 
science is out of place in an article that 
pretends to be discussing the distortion 
of science to suit one's values. Rather 
than a critique of that practice, his 
article is an example of it. 

Terry Moon 
Chicago 


TEACHER 'MERIT' 

New York City Mayor Bloomberg's 
hypocrisy on the subject of teacher 
"merit" is shown 
in his top-down 
"business model." 
Saving money and 
having power over 
teachers seem to be 
his prime considerations. By getting 
rid of seniority, he can keep lower-paid, 
albeit inexperienced, teachers. 

Instead of providing more resources 
and help to schools that were "failing,” 
he opened privately run charters and 
selective academies that take space 
and resources away from traditional 
schools. Although the mayor claims that 
his policies resulted in higher student 
achievement scores, recent state-wide 
tests show no significant progress. 
This is part of a national policy (both 
Democrat and Republican) to privatize 
the entire public sector and destroy 
public sector unions. 

Retired UFT Member 
New York 

The reader who praised New Jersey 
Governor Chris Christie for signing 
anti-bullying legislation, unlike many 
New Jerseyans, found something good 
about him. Unfortunately, the rest of his 
agenda puts him into consideration as a 
Republican Presidential candidate. He 
is right there with Wisconsin, Indiana 


and Ohio in efforts to break teachers' 
unions. He cancelled a construction 
project to build a rail tunnel between 
New York and New Jersey, a project 
which would have provided jobs and 
mitigated automobile traffic and 
pollution in the region. I think Christie 
is the state's First Bully; he just doesn't 
want competition! Native of 

New Jersey 


TODAY'S MANY CRISES 

The world food crisis, which was dire 
in 2008 and then subsided temporarily, 
is getting worse again. It was one of the 
factors in Tunisia's revolution, along 
with recent revolts in Algeria. The pause 
in the food crisis was partly from better 
weather. But weather catastrophes are 
increasingly common as the climate 
warms, including a string of disasters 
in the past several months: drought in 
Russia; floods in Pakistan, northern 
Europe, the U.S., and Australia; and dry 
conditions in Latin America. 

Added to other factors such as 
the continued diversion of cropland to 
biofuel production instead of food, this is 
very likely to bring the food crisis of three 
years ago roaring back. Far from being 
able to solve the problem, capitalism is 
driving us in the wrong direction. 

Franklin Dmitryev 
Chicago 

*** 

The New York Times is covering 
the issue of Marcellus Shale horizontal 
hydrofracturing wastewater in 
unprecedented fashion. Their coverage 
documents a 2008 drinking water 
crisis that affected more than 850,000 
residents along the Monongahela River 
near Pittsburgh. Municipal treatment 
plants were accepting up to 40% of 
their influent as natural gas drilling 
wastewater even though they were not 
equipped to handle that type of waste. 
The water became unpotable. A 70-mile 
stretch of the river was impacted. 

You can view a video explaining some 
of these issues at: http://toxicstargeting. 
com/M arcellusShale/videos/nyt-alert 

Walter Hang 
New York 


FROM BEHIND PRISON BARS 

I have 
been reading 
N&L for six 
years and it 
is the most 
enjoyable 
publication 
I've ever read. 
I always enjoy 
the articles 
by Raya Dunayevskaya or Marx. 

All the sections are informative and 
put forth a point of view that cannot be 
found in publications such as The USA 
Today or The New York Times, and won't 
be shown on broadcasts like CNN. I've 
studied Marx and other 18th and 19th 
century philosophers for years and find 
that Raya's essays always bring a new 
light to the greats. 

Prisoner 

Florida 

*** 

Revolutionary greetings. IlikeAMzL 
because it focuses on the plight of all the 
oppressed, including Lesbians, homo- 
sexual males, Bis, and Transgenders. 
N&L reminds me that the struggle for 
freedom and justice is far from over. 

N&L feeds the mind and inspires 
all brothers and sisters to yank off the 
chains responsible for any criminal or 
colonial mindsets so they can begin the 
process of re-educating themselves and 
start doing the work of the civilized. I 
leave as I came — in revolutionary hu- 
man solidarity. The struggle continues. 

Prisoner 
Boscobel, Wise. 

*** 

Socialism is frowned upon due to 
miseducation, misunderstanding and 
ignorance. It can be conquered by prop- 
er use of educational tools — which this 
newspaper represents; the much-needed 
information to fill the void. Prisoner 
Huntington, Penn. 

Your paper provides a more 
interesting angle on world events not 
discussed on TV news. If people don't see 
all angles, they will become American 
media zombies, and very misinformed. 

Prisoner 
Crescent City, Calif. 
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The Iranian marathon to freedom 


continued from p. 1 

insistence that his thoughts had to be written to be 
shared by all, that brought that Black/Red View col- 
umn into existence, after the extraordinary Black/Red 
Conference that was sponsored by News and Letters 
Committees in 1969. What was extraordinary was not 
only that the 59 participants represented Black and 
white as well as Mexican-American activists in the 
freedom movement — young and old, workers and stu- 
dents, women and men, members of varied organiza- 
tions — but that they discussed for six full hours almost 
every question raised in the 
Black community at that mo- 
ment. 

What was made front 
and center was the way that 
discussion helped Raya Du- 
nayevskaya to complete her 
book Philosophy and Revolu- 
tion, published in 1973. As expressed by Charles Denby, 
author of Indignant Heart: a Black Worker's Journal, in 
his welcome to that Conference, "This is the first time 
such a conference will have a chance to discuss with 
each other as well as with Marxist-Humanists who lend 
the red coloring, not only for the sake of color, but for 
the sake of philosophy, a philosophy of liberation.” It 
was that quality of Black/Red that John Alan had pre- 
sented in his column ever since 1970. 

MANY PATHS CROSSED in John Alan's life. He 
had been born in Washington, D.C. to a Black mother 
and a German father, and as a child had attended the 
Lucretia Mott Quaker-Abolitionist elementary school, 
which he recalled as decorated with murals of a Black 
Civil War regiment. As a youth, in the 1930s, he for- 
mulated his political and cultural roots with the many 
Washington, D.C., intellectuals and artists, like Langs- 
ton Hughes, and was attracted to socialist views dur- 
ing the Depression by attending forums where socialist 
ideas were debated. It was at one such meeting orga- 
nized by Raya Dunayevskaya that he was drawn to her 
ideas because she kept inviting Black intellectuals from 
Howard University as speakers. 

Searching for a job during the Depression took him 
to Chicago, where he crossed paths with writers like 
Richard Wright. He plunged into the lively forums in 
Hyde Park and the struggles against restrictive cov- 
enants that barred African-Americans from living in 
"white" neighborhoods. It was during those actions that 
he met Lillian Bender, the woman who was his wife for 
over 50 years until her death. After World War II they 
moved to San Francisco, where Alan's achievements as 
a renowned filmmaker brought him many awards. The 
most notable achievement that demands our attention 
was his filming of the historic "The Other America" 
speech by Martin Luther King at Stanford University 
on April 14, 1967. It was one of the first speeches where 
he came out against the Vietnam War. 

WHETHER IT WAS Alan's work on catching that 
moment, or his recording of East Oakland youth recit- 
ing their poetry as "Can You Hear Me?" or of Bobby 
Seale in the San Francisco jail caught powerfully in 
"Stagger Lee," all can be seen as other expressions 
of what became concretized in the title of his News & 
Letters column, "Black/Red View.” That was also what 
characterized his contribution to the pamphlet he co- 
authored, Frantz Fanon, Soweto, and American Black 
Thought. Most important of all his achievements in 
that regard is the book he authored in 2003 as Dialec- 
tics of Black Freedom Struggles: Race, Philosophy, and 
the Needed American Revolution (see ad page 5). A me- 
morial meeting for Allen John Willis (John Alan) will 
be held at the Niebyl-Proctor Library, 6501 Telegraph 
Ave, Oakland, Calif., Saturday, April 2, at 1:00 p.m. 

We are proud to list him as a National Editorial 
Board Member Emeritus in the masthead of News & 
Letters. We mourn his passing and greatly honor his 
life. — Olga Domanski 


Port Louis, Mauritius — The Oct. 30-Nov. 2 LALIT In- 
ternational Conference to "Free Diego" was timed so 
right and politically so spot on that it seems to have 
been a catalyst. An instant effect was that during our 
conference, the prime minister announced Nov. 3 would 
be "Chagos Day" and commemorated every year. Also 
during the conference, the UK's Marine Protected Area 
came into force. This was Britain's perfidious way of 
claiming sovereignty over Chagos and preventing Cha- 
gossians from returning. It provoked the Mauritian 
state, with the prime minister calling the British "hyp- 
ocrites, liars and cheats.” 

WikiLeaks published cables that are clear proof 
that both the UK and U.S. saw the whole "marine pro- 
tected area" maneuver as a cynical ploy to keep Chagos- 
sians and Mauritians away from the military base. 

The Mauritian government started a legal action. 
For the first time since the 1965 illegal theft and occu- 
pation of the islands by the British and U.S., Mauritius 
acted on the Chagos issue. Dr. Arvin Boolell, Minister of 


After nearly 14 months of apparent "quiescence," 
once again Iranian cities erupted into street demon- 
strations, shocking the powers that be who had imag- 
ined, in their false consciousness, that the movement is 
all but dead! 

Thus on Feb. 14 hundreds of thousands in cities 
throughout Iran came out to express their solidarity 
with the Tunisian and Egyptian revolutions in the only 
meaningful way possible: mass opposition against our 
own despotic rulers. Clearly, the revolutionary trans- 
formations engulfing the entire Middle East served as 
an impetus to re-energize Iranian people, especially the 
women and the youth. 

Because Iran's equivalent of the "Day of Rage" 
was announced in advance, the riot police, the Basij 
and the Guards were out in full force. In anticipation 
of mass occupation of city squares, as in Egypt's Tah- 
rir Square, these security forces were stationed in all 
major squares. Using tear gas, batons and even live 
ammunition, they went on the offensive to prevent the 
people from coalescing in any one location. After hours 
of street battles, two people lay dead, hundreds were 
arrested, and thousands beaten and injured. 

One must bear in mind the awful might of Iran's 
ruthless security apparatus to fully appreciate the 
resilience, the bravery and the determination of the 
masses and their creativity in the way they mobilized 
themselves without any access to traditional media, 
even as the state's cyber army shut down the internet, 
disrupted SMS, and sent text messages en masse call- 
ing off the demonstrations. 

Unmistakable in the demands and creative slogans 
of demonstrators was the call for outright revolution. 
By naming Iran's Ali Khamenei as the next tyrant to 
go after Tunisia's Ben Ali and Egypt's Mubarak, they 
brought forth a new stage in Iran's popular revolt 
for freedom. Faded in the background now is Ahma- 
dinejad as a mere caretaker president, as well as initial 
demands for counting their votes after the mock elec- 
tions of 2009. 

As I wrote in the January-February 2010 N&L (see 
"Iran: Ashura revolt shakes regime”), the 'Ashura' up- 
risings of Dec. 27, 2009, signified a turning point 
because on that day the masses found, once more, 
the Spirit of Revolution, thereby surprising even 
themselves! Its ruthless and bloody suppression only 
managed to drive it "underground." 

Thus the "interlude" between then and now, far 


Editor's note: Mark Clements spent 28 years in pris- 
on for a crime he did not commit. He was one of many 
tortured under former Chicago Police Commander Jon 
Burge's reign of terror. Clements is now Chairman of 
the Wrongful Convictions Committee of the Chicago 
Alliance Against Racist and Political Repression. The 
following is excerpted from a talk he gave to News and 
Letters Committees on Feb. 7. 

Chicago — It's amazing to me that prosecutors are 
just starting to acknowledge torture victims as crime 
victims. Yet no solution has been reached for 23 men 
who are still incarcerated who claim to have been tor- 
tured. Every Burge victim has the same rights as a 
crime victim. Illinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan 
wants to sue Burge but not to compensate us as crime 
victims. This prolongs the fight and is very tiresome. 

I reviewed some of the cases and there is torture in 
all of them. One of these young men, who has been in- 
carcerated since 1977, was raped with a foreign object. 

Today, Madigan filed a law suit about the tortures. 
Her office serves as the special prosecutor in at least 
seven of those cases. I don’t understand why she hasn't 
waived her opposition to automatic hearings for the 23 
men. People need to know where these cases stand. Al- 
lowing these cases to be heard in open court would pro- 
vide a full and fair opportunity to know the evidence. 


Foreign Affairs, demanded the U.S. quit Diego Garcia. 

On Jan. 30 and 31 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, at the 
African Union Summit, the prime minister proposed a 
motion on Diego Garcia and Chagos, first for approval 
by the African Union (AU) and then to be presented to 
the next UN General Assembly. It was unanimously sup- 
ported. For the first time, official delegation to the AU 
included a Chagossian representative, Olivier Bancoult. 

On Feb. 4, WikiLeaks sent the Telegraph yet an- 
other correspondence between Britain and the U.S. that 
shows that the British and U.S. intend to "buy out" the 
Chagossian leadership if they win the right to return. 

With the difficulties that the Pentagon has had to 
get military bases to set up its Africa Command, Diego 
Garcia has become even more important. All kinds of 
popular uprisings have been taking place well nigh si- 
multaneously. 

Greetings from all at LALIT in Mauritius, 

— Ragini Kistnasamy and Lindsey Collen 

(Excerpts from a letter to N&L) 


from pacifying the opposition, or displaying fear of the 
state's shameless rule by the sword, proved to be a pe- 
riod of collective recollection during which society dis- 
covered a new content for itself. What appeared as so- 
ciety's "retreat" behind that turning point, was in truth 
the moment when its thinking spirit was engaged in 
creating for itself a new revolutionary point of depar- 
ture. 

As Karl Marx defined it so magnificently: "proletar- 
ian revolutions constantly criticize themselves in their 
own course, return to the apparently accomplished in 
order to begin anew... they recoil from the indefinite co- 
lossalness of their own goal, until a situation is created 
which makes all turning back impossible, and the con- 
ditions themselves call out: Hie Rhodus, hie Salta!” 

The new Iranian Revolution is thoroughgoing; it is 
not a sprint but a marathon! — Raha 


Down with the dictator! 



About 100 people huddled together In icy San Francisco wind in Union 
Square Feb. 25 in solidarity with the "Day of Rage" protest in Iran. The 
Day of Rage was inspired by and in solidarity with the Egyptian pro- 
testers and the wave of protests by North African and Middle Eastern 
peoples. Over a year after the Iranian uprising of 2009 was crushed by 
the brutal Islamic Republic's forces, people rose up and showed they 
were still willing to struggle and put their lives on the line. We chanted: 
"Down with the dictator!" and "First Mubarak, then Ben Ali, Seyed Ali it's 
your turn!" Many slogans connected the struggle In these places with 
Iran's people. The same hope shone in faces in San Francisco again, that 
people In Iran will be free someday. 

— Nazanin Afarin 


All of the men who were tortured were targeted be- 
cause of the community from which they came. These 
men were deemed guilty before they ever had a trial. 

Burge's sentence is only four and a half years. This 
is an insult. He was facing 45 years. Yet somehow, be- 
hind closed doors and through magic, the number of 
years went down and down. He had only two years, but 
the judge doubled it. Before we call a victory, we need 
to examine the situation. 

Burge still gets his pension. This is a further in- 
sult. Jon Burge victimized and tortured children. What 
really disturbs me is the lack of interest in this issue. 
We need to put a stop to this, not just because it’s Afri- 
can Americans, but because it violates human rights. 

Why was the Chicago Police Department able to 
get away with these tortures? Black cops were shaking 
down drug dealers and gang-bangers and white cops 
knew it. Black cops knew white cops were torturing Af- 
rican Americans. Both groups had something on each 
other, so they couldn't tell on each other. 

What is so tripped out about these Burge tortures 
is that with all the evidence we have, the system is 
still fighting these cases. This is a system that we call 
fair. When it wrongs you, you have to fight like a dog to 
be compensated. And then you go through hardships. 
Some of these men are homeless. The government 
knows about it and doesn't care. It's another form of 
imprisoning them. 

Without heat on the government, they pay tax dol- 
lars for a prison system that does not work. How can a 
specialist on prisons not have a solution or a plan or an 
agenda to rehabilitate inmates? 

Sitting in prison you suffer everyday of your life. I 
was a kid when I entered the system, and I used to hear 
this death row inmate all the time. He would say that 
he would be happy when they whack him, meaning kill 
him. I thought he was crazy. But he was sitting in mis- 
ery each and every day so he wanted to be eliminated. 

On March 16, Burge will hopefully be placed in 
prison and not this hospital that the judge has rec- 
ommended, and we will be having a demonstration in 
front of 26th and California at 11:00 AM. It is a dem- 
onstration against all prosecutors who had anything to 
do with the Burge cases. We need to figure out a way 
to put some heat on these prosecutors. Those prisoners 
are in a hopeless situation. I know because I talk to 
them all the time. That is my job. But if we don't help 
these guys, they are going to die in prison. 

We the people can change things. But if we don't 
fight, they won't be changed. 



Torturer Jon Burge's reign of terror 


Free Diego Garcia! Chagos for the Chagossians! 
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Wisconsin at front tine of class war 
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before the unionbusting budget repair bill passed the 
state House on Friday. 

Here is how one protester sees the situation: "We 
have a bunch of our members here from Laborers Local 
319 in Marseilles, 111., to show support and solidarity 
for all the workers here in Wisconsin. What's going on 
is a tragedy, and we are committed to doing whatever 
we can to help these folks out. If the bill doesn't get 
killed here, we are all in trouble. It's a direct threat 
against organized labor. It will decide whether unions 
will exist or not. 

"We are here for the future of our children. These 
kids aren't going to have any opportunities if they break 
our backs and we can't have collective bargaining. We 
will be finished. We will lose a lot of benefits. This is 
corporate America and big business, along with the 
Republican Party. They got their people in place now 
and they figure this is the perfect opportunity to strike 
against us. They say it's about balancing the budget, 
but it's really about breaking up the unions. 

"This is our livelihood they are trying to take 
away. They want everyone out there working for just 
$10 an hour. These people have no idea what it is that 
our families sacrifice and suffer every day, just to pay 
our bills. We're construction workers and it's seasonal 
work, so we know what it is like to be jobless. We go 
through it every year. 

"Kids are getting out of high school, out of college, 
and there are no jobs. It's time working-class people rise 
up. We’ve got the power in this country if we exercise it. 
We need strong leadership and guidance and you see 

Teachers' real value 

New York — Politicians are clamoring to get rid of 
the tenure system for K12 public school teachers. They 
claim tenure makes it impossible to fire teachers, even 
those known to have abused students. The real motiva- 
tion is financial: tenured teachers earning maximum 
salaries and benefits "cost" districts more than recent 
hires. 

Many people assume that senior teachers do not 
have to prove "merit" and that "last in-first out" should 
not determine who is laid off. New York City teachers 
have to take both written and oral tests to get a license. 
They are required to take overly extensive and expen- 
sive college courses during their entire teaching career. 
Teachers can be observed by their principals and su- 
pervisors at least six times a year for three years before 
getting tenure. 

Tenured teachers continue to be observed and still 
can be fired, but under due process, so that a principal 
cannot fire a teacher arbitrarily. Senior teachers have 
"merit" through years of valuable experience and they 
have been through a lengthy process of accountability. 
That is why seniority should be kept. 

Teachers themselves say it takes at least five years 
of classroom experience to become truly competent. 
After four years, I felt like I was beginning to hit my 
stride. The next year I worked with a teacher who had 
37 years' experience. What an education I got! I mar- 
veled at her skill at presenting material and pacing the 
lessons to connect with her students. She could "read" 
her very challenging eighth-graders and could teach 
appropriate behavior and social skills along with aca- 
demic content. Her repertoire of "looks" that silenced 
25 teenagers in a heartbeat — priceless! 

Just as valuable is the energy and enthusiasm of 
young teachers, their fresh ideas, tech savvy and their 
rapport with students. Until the real human value of 
teachers is recognized, students and society will con- 
tinue to be deprived. 

— Susan Van Gelder and Tom Siracuse, 
retired public schoolteachers 



that here today. People have to make the commitment 
to be here, day after day in large numbers. 

"People like Walker do not want to see us out here, 
thousands of people congregating and supporting 
each other. They want to keep us divided, arguing and 
fighting among ourselves. They don't want us to have 
the power. We’ve got all the trades out here, even non- 
union workers supporting the unions. If you take down 
our standards, you take down their standards too. 

"It's a crime what is going on in this country. We 
should all be prospering. Corporate America is making 
huge profits at our expense. The CEOs get $300 million 
salaries, that's way out of line. Then our people are the 
ones who fight the wars. They don't send their people. 
They talk about patriotism and they don't even know 
what it is.” 

Another protester gave voice to what so many are 
feeling and told News & Letters: "This is historic what is 
happening here, we are making history. What they are 
doing cannot be tolerated." 

— Suzanne Rose 



Hundreds of low-income and unemployed people and people with dis- 
abilities marched through San Francisco on Feb. 28 wearing signs iden- 
tifying services they would lose under Gov. Jerry Brown's proposed dra- 
conian cuts. They chanted, "They say lie down and die/we say organize,' 1 
and demanded budget solutions that do not devastate lives. Their senti- 
ment was that the best expression of international solidarity is fighting 
for our rights right here. 


Rally in Asheville 

Asheville, N.C. — About 500 union supporters rallied 
at Pack Square Park in downtown Asheville on Feb. 26 
at noon to show our solidarity with workers in Wiscon- 
sin. 

Despite North Carolina's "right-to-work” laws, 
there are still unions in Asheville, and those unions 
were front and center. Union members from the United 
Steel Workers, the Teamsters and the Communication 
Workers-America joined with local Green Party mem- 
bers, liberal Democrats and anarchists to stand against 
reactionary measures against workers’ rights and pub- 
lic services. 

MoveOn.Org organized the rally and titled the 
national gatherings as "Save the American Dream," 
which implies that U.S. workers should be entitled to a 
specific vision of a good life. "I am happy to see this level 
of national solidarity with our brothers and sisters who 
are working to achieve their own dreams, but I would 
be happier if it came without reference to national iden- 
tity," said local radio show host Virginia Paris. "We all 
have hopes, and they often differ from traditional defi- 
nitions of an American Dream,"' she said. 

"It was heartening to see so many people come out 
to support organized laborers,” said Joe Rinehart, an 
adjunct instructor at Appalachian State University and 
a worker-owner at Firestorm Cafe & Books in Asheville. 
"I would love to see this sort of enthusiasm here every 
day for real worker empowerment." 

Dr. Errington Thompson opened with a history les- 
son about the importance of unions. He reminded us of 
the Marion Massacre of 1929, a textile strike in a town 
about 30 minutes east of Asheville, in which six men on 
strike were shot down by law enforcement. 

Speakers also included City Councilman and out- 
spoken atheist Cecil Bothwell, local union organizer 
Mark Case, and Vicki Meath, executive director of Just 
Economics, a local non-profit that attempts to address 
economic disparity through capitalist welfare. Unfortu- 
nately, Meath's suggestions for finding solutions to eco- 
nomic problems involved lifestyle changes like buying 
locally to support local bosses. 

Some participants carried signs provided by the 
Teamsters that said "Stop the War on Workers!” Most 
brought their own, with reference to child labor laws, 
the 40-hour workweek and workplace discrimination. 
When the event was formally over, a group of anar- 
chists sang old Wobbly tunes. — Thad Eckard 


Michigan support rally 

Lansing, Mich. — It was a dreary, overcast, cold day 
at the Capitol building here on Feb. 26 when over 2,000 
came from all over the state to show solidarity with 
workers in Wisconsin and elsewhere. Driving in from 
Detroit, one could pick out those heading for the rally 
by the bumper stickers on their cars. 

The sound system was poor, and seeing the speak- 
ers was impossible as they were in a little depressed 
area; the only good thing about the weather was that it 
wasn't snowing or blowing. Yet the crowd stuck around, 
yelling responses to the speakers they could hear, boo- 
ing at the mention of Republican union-busting efforts 
under Gov. Rick Snyder: "Recall Rick; No to the Nerd" 
and "We will not yield!" 

The picket signs showed the defiant mood of the 
crowd. There was a little fellow sitting on his father's 
shoulders with a sign that said, "Educate me now or 
deal with me later"; others proclaimed: "Walk like an 
Egyptian"; "Here to form a more perfect union, not an 
oligarchy"; "Tax the Rich"; "Damned Right: It's Class 
Warfare" and many more. 

People were grateful to the activists in Wisconsin 
and Cairo for inspiration. There is shock as people real- 
ize how much we lost last November and just how far 
the Republicans are itching to go. 

But it was clearly not a crowd looking for total 
change. For example, when one speaker raised ecologi- 
cal concerns about building more power plants, a work- 
ingman in the crowd tried to shout her down, saying, 
"Power plants mean jobs." Many speakers and signs 
called for union protection for the middle class. Very 
few mentioned what Snyder's proposed budget will do 
to the poor. And while some spoke of working families, 
none mentioned the working class. 

Nevertheless, it is a movement from hopelessness 
to defiance, from despair to action. Hopefully, it's a 
wake-up call for those who haven't yet noticed how seri- 
ously the Republican agenda threatens rights that we 
have long taken for granted. — Judy Hutting 

/ love LA, not job cuts 

Los Angeles — On Feb. 14, Valentine's Day, over 700 
city workers gathered for one hour at City Hall under 
the theme "I love LA" to protest cuts in city services 
and layoffs, with more furloughs and deferred raises. 
A speaker said that the $588 million giveback from de- 
ferred raises and furloughs is an attack on workers. 

Workers carried picket signs with the names and 
acronyms of their respective departments. They in- 
cluded libraries, sanitation, public transportation, 
parks and recreation and housing. Workers responsible 
for child care, senior programs, gardeners/caretakers, 
animal shelters, water safety monitoring, city car and 
truck maintenance, sewer maintenance, airport airway 
maintenance, traffic operators all protested. Unions 
represented included SEIU and AFSCME. 

A 911 operator said there are plans for an addition- 
al 15 to 25 furlough days for each shift: daytime, night 
and early morning. Many departments are already un- 
der some furlough days, which is equivalent to a pay cut 
in today's climate of rising prices. 

A few days later, tens of thousands protested Wis- 
consin Governor Scott Walker's drive to take away pub- 
lic workers' rights to unions. — Basho 

NYC pro-union rallies 

New York — There have been union rallies here and 
throughout the state every day to protest the union- 
busting legislation in Wisconsin, Indiana and Ohio as 
well as the anti-union budget proposals put forth by 
New York City Mayor Bloomberg and New York Gov- 
ernor Cuomo. These budget proposals would lead to re- 
negotiating pensions, gutting seniority rights and lay- 
offs of public sector workers. They would lead to closing 
schools, firehouses and hospitals, and cut funds to help 
low income people heat their homes and for schools for 
the deaf, blind and disabled. 

Unions throughout the country are showing un- 
precedented militancy and solidarity, expressing a 
solid understanding of the class and even connecting 
the pro-democracy struggles in the Middle East and the 
anti-union austerity policies in Europe to what is hap- 
pening in this country. 

U.S. unions are challenging the big lie that the 
contracts that public sector workers have achieved over 
the years are the cause of the budget deficits. These 
budget deficits have been caused by the economic crisis 
brought on by the bursting of the Wall Street specula- 
tive bubble. This caused people to lose their jobs and 
homes, and reduced the tax revenues of cities and state. 

No governor, Republican or Democrat, has 
pushed for even a moderately higher tax on million- 
aires. This, together with the restoration of the one pen- 
ny stock transfer tax in New York would bring city and 
state budgets a surplus. These so-called budget crises 
are being used as an excuse to break the public sector 
unions, the largest power base of unions remaining in 
the U.S. The takeover of the State Capitol in Wisconsin 
is a hopeful harbinger of the defeat of the attack on the 
working class. — Tom Siracuse 




Rage 10 


NEWS & LETTERS - www.newsandletters.org 


MARCH-APRIL 2011 


Revolutions in Egypt, Tunisia, Libya shake the world order 


continued from p. 1 

and looked after the wounded during the battles; others 
were simply helping with distributing water. But there 
were a great number of women that were on the front 
line hurling stones at the police and pro-Mubarak 
thugs. Something changed in the dynamic between men 
and women in Tahrir. When the men saw that women 
were fighting in the front line, that changed their 
perception of us and we were all united. We were all 
Egyptians now. The general view of women changed for 
many. Not a single case of sexual harassment happened 
during the protests up until the last day when Mubarak 
stepped down. That is a big change for Egypt." 

As one commentator described it, "The Caireans... 
have implicitly brought into focus the idea of the 'right to 
the city' as a collective project of social transformation. 
They were not stopped by fears about maintaining 
order, nor by the police and the state's paid murderers, 
nor by threats of a coup. Instead they organized a 
continuous occupation of a city's central square by tens, 
then hundreds of thousands, then millions of people, 
defending it, feeding it, nurturing it, articulating it, 
developing it, as their daily work." 1 

As a young occupier declared, "You feel like this 
is the society you want to live in.” Or as a 62-year-old 
engineer, said: "I will never vacate this square until 
the demands of the people are executed by the military 
leaders. We cannot have a half-revolution, we need a 
complete revolution." 

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER? 

As in Tunisia, the question remains: what happens 
next? The U.S., European and Middle eastern rulers 
would like to see the army in control of a "transition” 
to bourgeois democracy — a great step backwards. 
They want the initiative taken out of the hands of 
the masses, who have been so magnificent in rising 
to every challenge. It is only the deepening of that 
self-activity which can create the basis for workers' 
control of production, for breaking the law of value and 
establishing a new society where the division between 
mental and manual labor can be ended. With it, a real 
banner of freedom can encourage the rest of the world 
to break away from capitalism and its crises — as has 
already begun to happen. 

A new struggle is underway in Egypt, as 
in Tunisia. On one side, it is a struggle by the 
masses to defend, extend and deepen the content 
of the revolution. On the other side, the rulers 
will try to cut it 
short, to remove 
the initiative from 
the masses and 
channel everything 
into "democracy 
building." 

The despised 
emergency law will 
only be revoked, says 
the Army, when Tahrir 
Square is liberated 
from liberators. 

President Obama 
calls this scenario "a 
credible transition to 
democracy." It must 
be opposed, whether 
promoted by outside forces, the Army, the Muslim 
Brotherhood, El-Baradei or some new party. 

QADDAFI SERVES IMPERIALISM'S AIMS 

Libya's 42-year ruler, Muammar Qaddafi, has 
added another level of complication. Situated between 
Tunisia and Egypt, with many of the same issues, it 
was inevitable that Libya would also explode. But 
Qaddafi, in his armed assault against that country's 
freedom movement, has done services for the world's 
rulers that Mubarak or Ben Ali did not do. 

Only a ruler who spoke the language of revolution, 
without the substance, could confuse the issues enough 
that the old world of misery and oppression could 
regain a foothold within the moment. Qaddafi poses as 
an anti-imperialist, despite his friendships with ruling 

1. Nigel C. Gibson, "Egypt and the revolution in our minds," 
2/17/2011 Pambazuka News, http://pambazuka.org/en/cat- 
egory/features/7 0972 . 



class politicians from Blair to Berlusconi; he has failed 
to use Libya's oil wealth for the benefit of the people; he 
has aggressively promoted the "favorable investment 
climate” there, through his son Saif al-Islam; and he 
has denied basic human rights, while lamenting the 
ouster of that "good man" Ben Ali. 

Yet a part of the Left, following Fidel Castro 
and Hugo Chavez, 
still buys Qaddafi's 
act, despite the fact 
that the only place his 
Green Book has ever 
taken root is among the 
international "Third 
Position" of neo-fascism. 

By pulling the 
focus of discussion 
back to militarism, war 
and "humanitarian 

intervention," his actions 
help to pull the discussion 
away from revolutionary 
initiatives of the masses, 
and back down well-worn 
paths of counter-revolution. The U.S. rulers don't much 
care about the Libyan people, one way or the other — 
but they would love a long, dragged out war of words in 
which the ruling class postures and takes center stage, 
spotlit in red by the Libyan blood Qaddafi provides. 

Despite having lost control of Eastern Libya, 
along with other strategic areas, Qaddafi for now 
maintains enough military resources to crush protest 
demonstrations in Tripoli — at the cost of hundreds 
killed — and to bomb rebel-held towns and cities. He is 
not shrinking from crimes against civilians. What has 
limited his ability, to a great extent, is the defection of a 
large part of the Libyan army to the rebels. Some pilots 
have also refused to bomb their fellow citizens. 

Meanwhile Netanyahu, Ahmadinejad, the Saudi 
royals and the U.S. Fifth Fleet in Bahrain can breathe 
a sigh of relief that they are not the ones playing that 
role, yet. 

BAHRAIN AND PALESTINE 

The U.S. allies Israel and Bahrain, a monarchy 
close to Saudi Arabia, have made no secret of their fear 
of revolution. 

The Gulf nation of Bahrain has seen demonstrations 
that included large percentages of its population. The 

majority Shi'a are 
ruled by the Sunni al- 
Khalifa monarchy, and 
Bahrain is the base to 
the U.S. Navy's Fifth 
Fleet. Protests that 
began with demands 
for reform escalated to 
calls for the end of the 
monarchy following 
a series of brutal 
attacks by security 
forces that left many 
dead and injured. 

The monarchy 
has made some 
concessions, but 
demonstrations 
continue. Many open questions remain, given even 
greater weight by the presence of the U.S. military and 
the movement's possible effect upon Saudi Arabia's 
restive Shi'a population. 

The Israeli government made no secret of its 
support for Mubarak. It has depended on the existence 
of dictatorships both to serve as threats to justify its own 
crimes of occupation, and as deal-making partners — in 
this respect, President Netanyahu and Israel's Right 
would prefer Mubarak to his assassinated predecessor 
Sadat, and both to Nasser, leader of the 1952 Revolution. 
The sight of Arab revolutions fills them with horror. 

In Palestine, the fear of genuine revolution 
was seen in the way demonstrations in support of 
the Egyptian movement were initially suppressed 
by both the Palestinian Authority and Hamas. 
But the same stirrings among youth, workers 
and women that have exploded elsewhere are 
also stirring among Palestinians. This was 
articulated most clearly in the recent Manifesto 
of Gaza Youth (see "Gaza youth shout out," Jan.- 
Feb. 2011 N&L). 

The hypocrisy of the U.S. veto of a UN resolution 
condemning Israel's illegal (as even the U.S. government 
admits) West Bank settlements demonstrates once 
again the counter-revolutionary commitment of this 
country's rulers. It was the diplomatic corollary of 
those "Made in U.S.A." tear gas canisters that littered 
Egypt's streets. 

REVOLUTION AND PHILOSOPHY 

It is imperative to recognize in this great mass 
upsurge for freedom the living Subject that can 
transcend the old categories of thought. It is vital not 
to be pulled in by ideological spectacle, whether of a 


false "revolutionary" like Qaddafi or the order-mongers 
of the bourgeoisie. This is what can make revolutionary 
philosophy a way forward, as uniting theory and reality. 

The revolutions in the Middle East are the living 
movement of world history. For the moment they can 
even be considered its central pivot. 

The question of the day is the one that has been 
central to the development 
of Marxist-Humanism as 
a philosophy of revolution: 
What happens after 
the revolution? The 
"leaderlessness" of all 
these revolts makes clear 
that masses of people in 
motion are not seeking 
yet one more "leadership," 
whether generals, clerics 
or parties. 

Specifically, women 
are seeking new kinds 
of relationships that go 
beyond the very concrete 
limitations set by Egypt's 
history. Workers in Egypt and Tunisia are fighting for 
human dignity along with more concrete demands, 
and it has brought them together with youth who are 
seeking a place in a world with no future for them. 

All these demands, and more, open vast 
historic vistas that call for profound changes 
in the structure of everyday life. They unfold 
before a backdrop of world capitalist crisis 
that resonates on multiple frequencies with 
connections between struggles. 

We are back at the kind of radically questioning 
moment that Raya Dunayevskaya pointed to at the 
start of the modern era, when Karl Marx, in 1844, 
transformed G. W.F. Hegel's revolution in philosophy into 
a philosophy of revolution. Like today's revolutionaries 
in Tahrir Square, young Marx was looking beyond 
"factionalism" — which party ran the government — or 
merely political changes, toward the revolutionizing 
of life itself: creating new relations between men and 
women, nature and industry, human beings and our 
work. By 1850 Marx had defined this as "permanent 
revolution.” 2 

Current events are bringing Marx's act of 
philosophic creation to vivid life. 

Then as now, "The class challenge to the rulers, 
from below — the development of the class struggles that 
came into the open during the last year of Hegel’s life 
and developed into full-fledged revolutions in Marx's 
time — marked the beginning of a totally new age and 
therefore also of philosophy: 'the nature of the fact and 
of cognition.'" 3 

WHERE TO NOW? 

It is a very significant step that new Leftist 
parties — formerly illegal — are forming beside newly 
independent union federations. There will surely be 
independent Marxist thinkers, as arose from Iran's 
1979 revolutionary experience. 

Marxist-Humanists bring our own history to that 
dialogue. This includes the post- 1968 development that 
Dunayevskaya described this way: "These were not just 
'factional struggles' but historic-philosophic tendencies 
in a very new form that at one and the same time 
caught the historic link to Marx and had an original 
contribution to record. That theory was needed, that 
there could be no revolution without a philosophy 
of revolution, was shown by the fact that De Gaulle, 
without firing a single shot, succeeded in aborting the 
great 1968 revolt in France. ...The youth in revolt had 
not betrayed; they thought they were very original in 
rejecting 'factional struggles' and insisting, instead, on 
more and more activity. But they didn't achieve what 
they were after. So this time we had to find the link 
from theory and not only from practice." 4 

It is the masses making history that clarifies 
the role of revolutionary organization at such a 
moment. That role is nothing more or less than the 
comprehension of history as the human struggle for 
freedom and self-determination, in order to project the 
necessary conditions for a truly free human society — 
the many paths to reach that needed new society will 
not be easy to work out. 5 — March 5, 201 1 

2. "While the democratic petty bourgeois wish to bring the 
revolution to a conclusion as quickly as possible, and with 
the achievement, at most, of the above demands, it is our in- 
terest and our task to make the revolution permanent... not 
the improvement of existing society but the foundation of a 
new one." — Karl Marx, "Address to the Communist League," 
March 1850. 

3. Raya Dunayevskaya, Philosophy and Revolution: From 
Hegel to Sartre and from Marx to Mao, p. 45. 

4. Raya Dunayevskaya, Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, 
and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution, p.xxviii. 

5. "That which Hegel judged to be the synthesis of the 'Self- 
Thinking Idea' and the 'Self-Bringing-Forth of Liberty,' 
Marxist-Humanism holds, is what Marx had called the new 
society. The many paths to get there are not easy to work 
out." (Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution, p.xxxviii.) 




Celebration on Feb. 11 in Tahrir Square in Cairo, Egypt, after President 
Hosni Mubarak was toppled. 
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University sells out campus radio 


San Francisco — In a sudden, secretive move, which 
may be a sign of worse to come for student and com- 
munity radio stations, the Jesuit-run University of San 
Francisco (USF) shut down KUSF 90.3 FM, the 34-year- 
old student station. On Jan. 18 when the students were 
on break, the popular DJ Schmeejay was finishing his 
show when he noticed that no sound was going out over 
the airwaves. Shortly, he and others present at the time 
were confronted by security guards who ordered them 
to leave and then padlocked the station. The website 
was also shut down. University President Stephen 
Privett had been negotiating for many weeks, hiding 
behind a non-disclosure agreement, to sell the station 
to (the once-respected) KDFC for $3.75 million. 

There was a whole series of shady money deals 
behind the scene. Entercom, which owned KDFC, sold 
it to the University of Southern California (USC), who 
then bought the 90.3 FM frequency from USF. The deal 
was handled by Public Radio Capital, an organization 
which has non-profit status but operates as a commer- 
cial enterprise. Even the Media Studies faculty, partly 
in whose name it was done, were not informed and they 
joined the protest immediately! 

The next day, hundreds of students, community 
volunteers, faculty, and USF alumni flooded the Pre- 
sentation Theater on campus and confronted Privett, 
demanding the return of the station and full disclosure. 
They accused him of betraying his Jesuit ideals. 

Privett claimed that the station might benefit the 
community but was of little benefit to students, which 
student protesters answered, "You don't speak for us!” 
"We’re all part of the community!” and "What happened 
to the 'Core Values' which you have been preaching?!" 
Privett' s claim that KUSF would continue as an online 
station turned out to be an outright lie. 

Many of the station's assets were donated by non- 
student community members, including much of the 
music collection, which the university appropriated. 
Everyone knows that it was just quick money. 

Demonstrations to save the station are ongoing, 
and the San Francisco Board of Supervisors has con- 
demned the sale (but it does not have the force of law). A 

Ex-Gay 'therapy' ties 

Memphis, Tenn. — On Feb. 21, Wayne Besen, execu- 
tive director of Truth Wins Out (TWO), gave a multi- 
media lecture at Rhodes College here. Besen, author of 
Anything But Straight: Unmasking the Scandals and 
Lies Behind the Ex-Gay Myth, founded the organiza- 
tion in 2006 to alert the public to the fact that so-called 
"ex-Gay therapies,” purporting to turn LGBT people 
straight, do not work and in fact do great harm. 

Religious right counselors practice these "thera- 
pies” in individual sessions, in "ex-Gay" group homes 
and day camps. However, there are no licensed thera- 
pists, and their notions of what is supposed to make 
people Gay and what is supposed to "cure” them are not 
accepted by any major medical associations (who also 
all agree that this "therapy" is psychologically harm- 
ful). The "therapies” are made up to support the ide- 
ology that Gays should become heterosexual. The real 
motive of this movement, Besen says, is to create a ho- 
mophobic climate so that anti-LGBT legislation can be 
passed. Leaders of the movement support sodomy laws 
and the federal marriage amendment; they oppose hate 
crime laws, legal protections against job discrimination, 
LGBT adoption, and programs to stop school bullying. 

Three other speakers told of their experiences with 
these programs. One man said that the major "ex-Gay" 
group, Exodus International, had targeted him for "ho- 
mosexuality prevention therapy" at the age of 10 be- 
cause his behavior did not seem "gender appropriate." 
At 19, he voluntarily went to an Exodus counselor who 
practiced "touch therapy” in which the counselor holds 
and touches the client and he sexually harassed him in 
other ways. Like many in these programs, the speaker 
stated that he struggled with self-hatred because he 
was told that being Gay would lead to unhappiness and 
drug addiction. 

A married Gay male couple, who had met while 
seeking counseling from the Memphis "ex-Gay" group 
Love in Action (LIA), described the cult-like rules at 
its group home: at group sessions, clients take turns 
describing their sexual histories and thoughts in front 
of the group and then make these same statements to 
their parents. They said after they left the program, 
former staff members of LIA contacted them to apolo- 
gize. 

Besen stated there are dangerous new directions 
in the "ex-Gay” movement. Its goal for 2011 is to tar- 
get children as young as three years old. The movement 
is having more success in other countries, including 
Uganda, which is considering instituting the death 
penalty for homosexuality. 

Besen’s group, TWO, is looking for people to testify 
against "ex-Gay” programs in court and he is optimistic 
about defeating this movement. He said, "we are win- 
ning" because society is becoming more accepting of 
LGBT people and more are coming out. 

— LGBT supporter 


petition is under way to block FCC approval of the sale, 
although this is a long shot. In one local newspaper an 
iconic photograph appeared, a parody of the Christ the 
Redeemer statue with arms outstretched offering com- 
fort. In the photo Privett's arms are thrown up in an 
expression of moral surrender, of "What the hell?!" He 
risks being remembered in that way. Everything he did 
was legal, but it was unethical and anti-social. 

The protests have become an ongoing movement 
which is spreading nationwide. It is for public access to 
the airwaves, freedom of expression for minority views, 
community and student cooperation, and for openness 
in public decisions. Students and community radio sta- 
tions from all over the nation have joined in solidar- 
ity with KUSF, including KALX Berkeley and WFMU 
Jersey City. The airwaves, like the air we breathe, the 
water around us, and the planet we stand on, belong to 
all of us. To help out, contact www.savekusf.org. Stay 
tuned! 

— USF Students, Faculty, Alumni, and Community Members 


Stop housing cuts! 

Chicago — Faced with the prospect of budget cuts 
throwing thousands of people out on the streets or forc- 
ing them into institutions, 300 people packed into the 
Chicago Temple on Feb. 25 for a teach-in called "Stop 
the HUD Budget Cuts!" As Liz Brake of the Jane Ad- 
dams Senior Caucus said, "They pick on the old, the 



poor, the disabled because they think we won’t fight 
back. They're wrong!" 

Called together by the Chicago Housing Initia- 
tive — composed of several public housing residents' 
organizations, tenants' and neighborhood groups, and 
housing advocacy groups — along with Access Living 
and the Chicago Anti-Eviction Campaign, we heard a 
number of speakers outline the severe impact of the 
proposed budget cuts. The Republicans under Speaker 
John Boehner came under the heaviest fire but one 
speaker reminded everyone that the Democrats are 
pushing cuts in housing too. 

This was not a crowd that would fall for the 
"everyone has to sacrifice" mantra. We knew that 
the poor are getting budget cuts and the rich are 
getting tax cuts. Cuts in low-income housing pro- 
grams equal the cost of tax deductions for vaca- 
tion home mortgages. Heating and cooling grants 
to poor families equal tax breaks for oil compa- 
nies. And so on. 

Cuts are even proposed for funds for helping people 
with disabilities live independently instead of in nurs- 
ing homes. The House Republicans, President Obama 
and Illinois Governor Pat Quinn (a Democrat) all 
want to cut these funds, even though it costs Medicaid 
$45,000 to keep someone in a nursing home and less 
than one-third that amount to allow an individual to 
live independently. This giveaway to nursing homes has 
nothing to do with balancing the budget. 

When the Chicago Housing Authority opened up 
its waiting list for public housing, over 210,000 families 
applied in three weeks. This is for a waiting list with 
40,000 spaces and no promise even to get screened for 
eligibility in less than seven years! 

After the teach-in, we marched to the state office 
building. In the midst of the rally, about 30 people 
suddenly surged into Clark Street, blockading traffic. 
They held signs reading, "Future Resident of Speaker 
Boehner Tent City." Beside them were large cardboard 
boxes marked, "Tea Party Housing Development.” Po- 
lice arrested 11 of them. They refused to arrest the four 
people in wheelchairs — it looks bad on TV when people 
are grabbed out of wheelchairs and thrown into pad- 
dywagons. Traffic was stopped for well over 15 minutes. 
Meanwhile, 300 protesters chanted with the blockad- 
ers, "Housing is a human right — we won't go without a 
fight!" and "Not on the backs of the poor! 

— Anti-Eviction Campaigner 


FBI hounds Memphians 

Memphis, Tenn. — In response to the roundups of Co- 
lombia and Palestine solidarity activists across the 
Midwest by the FBI, members of the Mid-South Peace 
and Justice Center (MSP&JC) and the Socialist Party 
organized a street demonstration last year in front of 
the Federal Building condemning the Neo-McCarthyite 
surveillance of peace activists. We waved at passing 
cars and held signs, "Stop FBI roundups.” Local au- 
thorities did not harass or intervene in our gathering 
of 20-25. 

Months later, on Jan. 25, three FBI agents gained 
access to the security-code-locked First Congregational 
Church where many activists' offices are located, and 
wandered into a busy office. They notified the staff that 
anti-war activists were planning a demonstration out- 
side the building that day. "I paused and tried not to 
laugh," said Brad Watkins of the MSP&JC, "when I 
said, 'Uh...yes sir. These are the offices of the Mid-South 
Peace and Justice Center.'” Staff further informed the 
agents that, as written in the press release, this is not 
a demonstration but simply a meeting. 

That meeting of 20 people apparently needed sev- 
eral hours of TACT — a Memphis police department 
unit similar to SWAT — surveillance, and a lengthy se- 
ries of absurd explanations from the Memphis Police 
Department (MPD) regarding its unwelcome presence. 

I believe that these two incidents are part of a 
larger series of well-organized coincidences that day, 
including a home visit by the MPD and a warrantless, 
gun-brandishing home invasion by the Shelby County 
Sheriff s Department. The meeting at the MSP&JC 
was to file freedom of information requests. Those who 
called it are the same individuals who organized the 
demonstration at the Federal Building condemning the 
FBI raids. The home invasion occurred at the residence 
of a member of this group. And, yes, the other home 
visit occurred at the residence of people who were at the 
same demonstration. 

Public outrage over this absurdity prompted a 
much more poorly organized series of absurd official 
responses. Ernest Greenleaf of TACT said at the time, 
"We’re just here to make sure nobody bothers y'all." 
MPD spokesperson Larry Godwin stated the presence 
was in response to a complaint by a "concerned citizen.” 
He said the prolonged presence of six TACT vehicles 
was just a mistake, that they were just killing time or 
hanging out. Days later, Mayor A.C. Wharton, caught 
with his pants down in the face of rogue actions by law 
enforcement, apologized and claimed the FBPpolice vis- 
its were a response to threats from the "sovereign citi- 
zen” movement. Wharton is apparently unaware that 
filing FBI complaints is the last thing that would piss 
off the anti-government sovereign citizen movement. 

I have called the local FBI offices a number of times 
and have yet to get a return call. The day after my first 
call, however, a car drove down my block a number of 
times, slowing down each time he passed my house; he 
pulled over in front of my house twice. Twice he drove 
off the moment I stepped outside and approached the 
car. I wanted to ask him a question — why bother these 
folks? But the only answer I'll get I already have — the 
most well-organized series of coincidences I have ever 
seen. 

— Ceylon Mooney 


QUEERNOTES 


by Elise 

Transphobia is alive and well. Transgender woman 
Chrissie Bates was found stabbed to death Jan. 10 in 
her apartment in Minneapolis, Minn. She's identified 
as Christopher P. Bates by the police investigating the 
crime. A vigil was held for her Jan. 21 by Queer rights 
group OutFront Minnesota. And, in Honduras, offi- 
cials are being called upon to simply investigate 
the recent murders of six Transgender women. 

* * * 

Zuna Institute's "Black Lesbians Matter” is a 2010 
study of African-American Lesbians, Bisexual and 
Transgender women. This population is little known, 
very vulnerable and much in need of advocacy for finan- 
cial security, access to education and healthcare, and 
marriage equality. Zuna, formed in 1999, is the first 
group to conduct a study for African-American Queer 
women. For more information, visit their site at zun- 
ainstitute.org. 

* * * 

Friends of murdered Ugandan Queer rights activ- 
ist David Kato interrupted anti-Gay slurs by the church 
official presiding over his funeral and fought off attacks 
by other homophobes, then carried Kato's casket to the 
cemetery. Kato advocated for Sexual Minorities Ugan- 
da and spoke prominently against Uganda's Anti-Ho- 
mosexuality legislation that would imprison and even 
execute people for being Queer. Meanwhile, Kato's U.S. 
allies marched in New York City and San Francisco car- 
rying signs saying, "Demand Justice for David Kato!" 
Uganda is attempting to frame Nsubuga Enock, whom 
Kato once bailed out of prison, for his murder. 
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by Gerry Emmett 

Violence attributed to rival drug cartels has again 
fallen heavily on the border areas around Ciudad 
Juarez, Mexico. In one weekend in February, 53 peo- 
ple died in the city of only 1.5 million. Since 2008, over 

7,600 have died, 
with 3,112 mur- 
dered last year 
alone. Beyond 
the cartels, 
there is suspi- 
cion that busi- 
nesses intend 
to profit from 
driving people 
from prime real 
estate around 
the city. 

Ciudad 

Juarez's vio- 
lence has fallen 
heavily upon 
women. Over 
400 have been 
murdered in the 
last decade, with 
another 400 
disappeared. 
Recent threats 
and attacks have 
targeted activists, including those who have fought the 
femicide. Human Rights Watch has called for investiga- 
tions into these incidents, which include: 

• Threats to labor advocate Cipriana Jurado. 

• Threats to Irma Monreal and Paula Flores, activ- 
ist mothers of murdered teenage girls, who were driven 
from Juarez. 

• A suspicious fire at the home of Maria Luisa Gar- 
cia Andrade, a leader of Nuestras Hijas de Regreso a 
Casa (May our Daughters Return Home). She became 
an activist when her sister was raped and murdered. 

• Marisela Reyes Salazar was leading a hunger 
strike, and three of her politically active relatives dis- 
appeared on Feb. 7. Another relative, Sara Salazar, had 
her home burned down shortly after. Two other rela- 
tives, Josefina Reyes and Ruben Reyes, were murdered. 

Greek youth continue 
the struggle 

Once again demonstrators took to the street in 
Athens — the first general strike of the year — against 
the austerity drive of the Greek "socialist" govern- 
ment. Creditors granted loans of $150 billion to Greece 
last year, but the terms included cutting pensions and 
changing the tax system. February's protests were or- 
ganized by two main labor unions. But it was Athens 
youth who refused to confine their protest to marching, 
and armed themselves with stones and firebombs con- 
fronting police who answered with tear gas. Schools, 
hospitals and government offices were closed for the 
demonstrations. Class warfare, launched by the bour- 
geoisie against the European working class and poor, 
continues. 

Greece, which has experienced the deepest cuts, is 
the one country that continues in an almost permanent 
resistance. Will they remain alone, or will other work- 
ers and youth join them? — E.W. 


Murder in Juarez 

• Marisela Escobedo Ortiz was shot to death in 
December outside the governor's palace in Chihuahua, 
while seeking justice following her daughter's slaying. 

In a grim symbol of sheer horror, one of the victims 
was the respected poet and women's rights activist Su- 
sana Chavez Castillo, who coined the slogan, "Ni una 
mas," "Not one more!" She was raped and murdered in 
January. Her left hand was cut off. In one of her last 
poems, Susana Chavez had written of: "Sangre clara y 
definida," blood of clarity and definition — and in a ter- 
rible way, her death does clarify and define the inhu- 
manity that needs to be totally uprooted and destroyed. 

Authorities treated her death the way they often 
do, saying that she was drunk and fell among bad com- 
pany — the same pattern of blaming the victim that is a 
common answer to the families of women killed. 

The difficulty in appealing to the legal authori- 
ties was also illustrated by the role of a recently killed 
prominent cartel gunman, Luis Humberto Peralta 
Hernandez, "the Condor." He was reputed to be respon- 
sible for over 100 murders, and his cartel is blamed for 
most of the killing in Ciudad Juarez. He had also been 
a member of the Chihuahua state prosecutors' office. 

Racist convicted 

Racist Shawna Forde was convicted of first degree 
murder in Pima County, Ariz., Feb. 14. The coordina- 
tor of the Minuteman American Defense (MAD) border 
patrols and her two colleagues — Jason Eugene "Gun- 
ny" Bush and Albert Gaxiola — shot and killed Robert 
Flores, 29, and his 9-year-old daughter Brisenia in May 
2009 in Arivaca. Bush had ties to the racist Aryan Na- 
tions. Gina Gonzalez, wife and mother, was also shot 
but survived to identify the killers. 

Forde was planning to fund her underground mili- 
tia through robberies of drug cartels and recruit mem- 
bers from the Aryan Nation. She was close to others in 
the "border patrol" milieu, like Minuteman co-founder 
Jim Gilchrist and white supremacist Glenn Spencer of 
the American Border Patrol. 

No to 'bunga-bunga'i 

Hundreds of thousands of Italian women took to 
the streets Feb. 13 to protest President Silvio Berlus- 
coni’s sexist and absurd political culture of "bunga bun- 
ga." Demonstrations, mostly of women, calling for his 
resignation were held in 280 Italian cities. 

Berlusconi will have to stand trial beginning April 
6 for having sex with an underage partner and abuse of 
power. He is alleged to have paid a 17-year-old Moroc- 
can girl for sex, and to have intervened when she was 
charged with theft by telling police she was the niece of 
Hosni Mubarak. He claimed that her prosecution would 
cause a diplomatic incident, but was actually worried 
that his relationship to her would be revealed. 

The revelation did come, following a lengthy series 
of leaks detailing Berlusconi's parties with strippers 
and pole dancers, paid in cash and jewelry by the Presi- 
dent and his wealthy guests. This reflects the culture 
media magnate Berlusconi has long promoted in Ita- 
ly — reducing women to commodities along with all the 
rest of life. Sexism is a pillar of his reactionary politics. 

It is appropriate that Berlusconi, the super-rich 
friend of dictators like Mubarak and Qaddafi, seems to 
be falling into disgrace at the same time as they have 
been falling from power. If convicted, he could face three 
years on the underage prostitution charge, and up to 12 
years for abuse of power. 


Whither Bolivia? 

It took five days of protests, but the social move- 
ments, which brought Evo Morales to power in 2006 
forced his government to back off of a huge increase in 
the price of gasoline at the end of 2010. In El Alto, gov- 
ernment offices were broken into and striking bus driv- 
ers stridently enforced their stop-work action against 
any drivers who sought to pick up passengers. In the 
countryside, coca growers blockaded a main highway. 

After a series of meetings with leaders from the 
social movements and unions, Morales announced the 
cancellation of increases, saying he would "continue to 
govern by obeying the people." The confrontation has 
exposed the challenges for the social movements in face 
of a Left government, which proclaims its desire for 
building socialism, but whose practices are not neces- 
sarily independent of neo-liberalism. 

Oscar Olivera, a crucial leader of the Cochabamba 
"Water War" in 2000 — a key thread in Bolivia's revolu- 
tionary transformation — commented on the difficulties 
of the present moment: 

"People could not understand that a government 
that claims to follow the demands of the people, that 
said it would always take actions in consultation with 
the public, had made decisions against them, which 
they now say had been studied with experts for seven 
months. The problem is that the measure resulted in 
an increase in the price of consumer goods such as milk, 
transport, bread, materials for construction, housing.... 

"In a very organized but independent way the peo- 
ple took to the streets to oppose this measure. But they 
didn't just protest in the places with a tradition of pop- 
ular rebellion such as the mining areas of Oruro and 
Potosi, it was all over the country. Even in Chapare, an 
Evo stronghold, villagers blocked roads. . . What this 
government has done is to weaken and fragment the 
social fabric that was built up in a very industrious, 
steady and dignified way since 2000.... 

"The government talks about the anti-racist law, 
but authoritarianism is evident, it is arrogant and it 
despises those who are not subordinate to MAS [Move- 
ment for Socialism, the government's political party].... 

"This situation has led to a period of reflection, dis- 
cussion and a mobilization of the grass roots, and the 
people are becoming more informed. They have relied 
too much on the government, which has a lot of cred- 
ibility. Some people believe that this government can 
be saved, that it will improve things. I hope that the 
government has the ability, generosity and humility to 
listen to the people, and recover this process, which is 
not owned by Evo or MAS, but rightfully belongs to the 
Bolivian people.” [Interview, Latin American Solidarity 
Center http://www.lasc.ie/content/oscar-olivera-takes- 
stock-gasolinazo-bolivia-new-ways-doing-politics-and- 
economics-have-be-0] — Eugene Walker 

Famine in North Korea 

North Korea is approaching another famine with 
reports of 50% to 80% of the barley and wheat harvest 
wiped out by cold weather. Malnutrition has increased. 

Part of the problem is the cut-off of food aid by 
South Korea and the U.S. over the recent military es- 
calation. This hasn't cut supplies to the military, which 
always has priority in North Korea, but has brutally 
affected the civilian population. 

The U.S. claims it wants to keep aid from going to 
the military, but the cut off has led to reports of people 
reduced to eating dirt. It is yet another excuse for mili- 
tary posturing by Kim Jong-11. As with the threat of 
nuclear war on the peninsula, the U.S. government has 
no answer for the sufferings of North Koreans. 



NEWS AND LETTERS COMMITTEES 

Who We Are And What We Stand For 


News and Letters Committees is an 
organization of Marxist-Humanists that 
since its birth has stood for the abolition 
of capitalism, both in its private property 
form as in the U.S., and its state prop- 
erty form, as it has historically appeared 
in state-capitalist regimes calling them- 
selves Communist as in Russia and Chi- 
na. We stand for the development of new 
human relations, what Marx first called 
a new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, 
the year of the Detroit wildcat strikes 
against Automation and the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott against segregation — activi- 
ties which signaled a new movement from 
practice that was itself a form of theory. 
News & Letters was created so that the 
voices of revolt from below could be heard 
unseparated from the articulation of a 
philosophy of liberation. 

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910-1987), 
founder of the body of ideas of Marxist- 
Humanism, became Chairwoman of the 


National Editorial Board and National 
Chairwoman of the Committees from its 
founding to 1987. Charles Denby (1907- 
83), a Black production worker, author 
of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's 
Journal, became editor of the paper from 
1955 to 1983. Dunayevskaya's works, 
Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until 
Today (1958), Philosophy and Revolu- 
tion: From Hegel to Sartre and from 
Marx to Mao (1973), and Rosa Luxem- 
burg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution (1982) spell out 
the philosophic ground of Marx's Hu- 
manism internationally, as American 
Civilization on Trial concretizes it on the 
American scene and shows the two-way 
road between the U.S. and Africa. 

This body of ideas challenges all 
those desiring freedom to transcend the 
limitations of post-Marx Marxism, be- 
ginning with Engels. In light of the crises 
of our nuclearly armed world, it becomes 
imperative not only to reject what is, but 


to reveal and further develop the revolu- 
tionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present. The new visions of the future 
which Dunayevskaya left us in her work 
from the 1940s to the 1980s are rooted in 
her discovery of Marx's Marxism in its 
original form as a new Humanism and 
in her re-creation of that philosophy for 
our age as Marxist-Humanism. This is 
recorded in the documents on microfilm 
and open to all under the title The Raya 
Dunayevskaya Collection — Marxist-Hu- 
manism: A Half-Century of Its World De- 
velopment. 

Dunayevskaya's philosophic com- 
prehension of her creation and develop- 
ment of Marxist-Humanism, especially 
as expressed in her 1980s writings, pres- 
ents the vantage point for re-creating 
her ideas anew. Seeking to grasp that 
vantage point for ourselves and make 
it available to all who struggle for free- 
dom, we have published Dunayevskaya's 
original 1953 philosophic breakthrough 


and her final 1987 Presentation on the 
Dialectics of Organization and Philoso- 
phy in The Philosophic Moment of Marx- 
ist-Humanism (1989), and donated new 
supplementary volumes to the Raya Du- 
nayevskaya Collection. News and Letters 
Committees aims at developing and con- 
cretizing this body of ideas for our time. 

In opposing this capitalistic, racist, 
sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have organized ourselves into a com- 
mittee form of organization rather than 
any elitist party "to lead." We partici- 
pate in all class and freedom struggles, 
nationally and internationally. As our 
Constitution states: "It is our aim... to 
promote the firmest unity among work- 
ers, Blacks and other minorities, women, 
youth and those intellectuals who have 
broken with the ruling bureaucracy of 
both capital and labor.” We do not sepa- 
rate mass activities from the activity of 
thinking. Send for a copy of the Constitu- 
tion of News and Letters Committees. 





WORKSHOPTALKS 


Air safety pinned on 
isolated controllers 

by Htun Lin 

Threatening to fire every air traffic controller who 
has been "sleeping on the job," Secretary of Transpor- 
tation Ray LaHood said, "We will not sleep" until this 
problem is solved. It's easy to vilify ordinary workers. 
The truth is, those who control the conditions of work, 
like LaHood, are really the ones who have been sleeping 
on the job for the last several decades. 

The problem of acute fatigue among air traffic con- 
trollers has been known. It was studied by sleep scien- 
tists genuinely concerned about the workers and public 
safety. Studies have shown that the kind of shift sched- 
uling to which controllers are subjected affects behav- 
ior in the same way several alcoholic drinks would. 

That is especially true of constant shift changes 
and stacking eight-hour shifts as close together as pos- 
sible, like working five shifts in three days. These shifts 
with breaks of only eight hours in between are known 
by controllers as "rattlers,” because they say they dou- 
ble back and bite those who work them. We who work in 
healthcare know this all too well. 

Many countries like France, Germany, Canada and 
Australia have taken NASA-sponsored sleep studies in 
the U.S seriously, and now allow napping by controllers 
during breaks in their work shifts. But neither science 
nor workers' pleas on the job have been on the radar of 
the budget-obsessed bosses in the U.S. government ever 
since Reagan destroyed the PATCO air traffic control- 
lers union in 1981. 

There is a parallel between healthcare workers 

continued on p. 3 


VOICES FROM THE INSIDE OUT 


Remembering 
John Alan 

by Robert Taliaferro 

John's writings are strikingly poignant and time- 
less, with a prosody that is uniquely old-school. The 
body of his work is eloquently instructive and histori- 
cally prescient. 

In reading his columns we are challenged to look 
upon his words as more than philosophical constructs; 
there is a timelessness that reminds us that history — if 
left to its own devices — has a tendency to repeat itself. 

One finds John's prose to be honest, sound, valu- 
able information to be used in the fight for the free- 
doms and equality that are at the heart of News and 
Letters Committees. In John's case, the greatest honor 
we can render is to remember his words. 

WORDS CRITICAL IN FIGHT FOR FREEDOM 

In 2000, seven years before the election of Barack 
Obama, John wrote in News & Letters, "To imply that 
the racial and ethnic composition of a capitalist politi- 
cal party will resolve today's dire economic and social 
problems and the practices of racism is deceptive and 
false. It is false, because the essential reason for the 
existence of today's political parties is to preserve and 
protect the interests of capitalism, that is the accu- 
mulation of capital, which creates at the same time 
wealth and its opposite, poverty, classism and racism." 

continued on p. 5 
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Draft for Marxist-Humanist Perspectives. 2011-2012 

Revolution and counter- 
revolution take world stage 


This special issue carries our Draft Perspectives Thesis, part of 
our preparation for the national gathering of News and Letters 
Committees. We publish it because our age is in such total cri- 
sis, facing a choice between absolute terror or absolute freedom, 
that a revolutionary organization can no longer allow any sepa- 
ration between theory and practice, philosophy and revolution, 
workers and intellectuals, "inside" and "outside." Join us in 
discussing these Perspectives. 


I. The Arab Spring 

Revolution and counter-revolution have 
forced their way back to the center stage 
of history. First in Tunisia, then in Egypt, 
revolutions have opened up tremendous 
new possibilities and spread the fire of their 
passion from Libya and across the Arab world 
to Iran, Europe, the U.S. and China. Counter- 
revolution has reared its head in many forms, 
from devious maneuvers aimed at co-opting the 
initiative of the masses to the bloody orgy of brutality 
unleashed by Muammar al-Qaddafi in Libya. 

While the U.S. has not attained the heights of 
revolution, battles have spread across the land to resist 
the far Right's program to roll back the gains made 
by labor, women, African Americans and all freedom 
movements in the past century. 

Such a moment in history tests revolutionaries 
and all who oppose the exploitation and violence of this 
globalized capitalist world — and the test sharpened 
when the U.S. and its NATO allies were drawn into 
the armed conflict in Libya. 

A. High points of revolution 

Our coverage has detailed the world ramifications 
of those revolutions 
and what was achieved 
by masses in motion. 

Women, workers and 
youth opened new 
struggles at work, in 
the streets and in ideas. 

In the process, as we 
reported, "something 
new was being created 
in Tahrir Square [in 
Cairo]. It was a form of 
direct democracy, that 
reached beyond merely 
formal freedom to 
genuinely new human 
relationships.” 1 

Many voices 

of people in Tahrir 
Square made note of 
this deeper freedom. "You feel like this is the society 
you want to live in," declared one youth. Another 
said after Hosni Mubarak's fall, "Everything is now 
possible. Horizons have opened up. We must now care 
for the revolution we have made." 

Protesters' pride at their "leaderlessness" 
reflected a rejection of old forms of representation 
and an appreciation of the direct democracy they were 
building. Women reported that, for the first time, 
they were able to be in a public place free of sexual 
harassment. 

From neighborhood defense committees 
to cleanup committees, from medical clinics in 
Tahrir Square to the form of decision-making 
practiced there, people discovered through 
their own self-organization new ways of acting 
together, before which bourgeois democracy 
pales. 

Revolution became the determinant, so that, as 
we put it in our Feb. 3 statement, "What is decisive 
is not oil, not religion, but masses in motion fighting 
for self-determination and freedom...." 2 In weeks, the 
conceivability of revolution and a new society shook off 
the dead weight of years of ideological assaults. 

With the fall of Mubarak and Ben Ali, the battles 
in Egypt and Tunisia have not ended but widened. 

Women are fighting to end discrimination and 
harassment; in Tunisia, they are contending with 
fundamentalists yelling, "Women back to the kitchen," 
and in Egypt women condemned the Army's all-male 
constitutional reform panel and the amendments it 
pushed through. 

What must be faced squarely is the counter- 

1. See especially "Revolutions in Tunisia, Egypt and Libya 
shake world order," by Gerry Emmett, March-April 2011 
N&L. 

2. "Support the revolutions of Egypt and Tunisia!” http://news- 

andletters.org/Announce/EgyptSolidarityFeb2011.asp 


revolution coming from within the revolution, as 
women experienced in their demonstrations on March 
8, International Women's Day. As one demonstrator, 
Jumanah Younis, described it: "The women chanted 
slogans that had been used in the revolution itself, 
calling for freedom, justice and equality.” But the 
women's chants "were drowned out by retaliations 
[yelled by the mob of men] such as No to freedom!'... 
The men charged the female protestors... and shouted 
'Get out of here.’ 

"Many women were dragged away by small groups 
of men who attacked them. I remained on the platform 
with five other women. A small circle of sympathetic 
men held hands around us to protect us from the crowd, 
which swelled on all sides.... 

"As I struggled to stay upright, a hand grabbed my 
behind and others pulled 
at my clothes." 3 

Like the women 
in the 1979 Iranian 
Revolution, what 

the Egyptian women 
demonstrators wanted 
was a continuation 
and deepening of the 
new human relations 
established in Tahrir 
Square, where women 
lived for the first time 
in their lives, those 18 
days, without fear of 
the streets, without 
harassment, rape, or 
degradation. They 

participated equally in 
the revolutionary events 

and were treated as comrades. 

Labor struggles continued too, and the strikes of 
the last several years greatly increased its political 
dimension while demanding better pay and conditions 
and opposing the neoliberal program of privatization. 
Nagaa Hamady Aluminum Factory workers held a sit- 
in demanding the replacement of corrupt managers 
linked to the Mubarak regime. Workers occupied the 
Shebin El-Kom Textiles factory to roll back layoffs and 
increase wages and job security. Employees of A1 Azhar 
University and Cairo University protested working 
conditions and called for the institutions' independence 
from the state. Power station employees struck to oust 
corrupt managers. Thousands of Suez Canal workers 
began striking and occupying headquarters. Teachers in 
Alexandria protested to demand permanent contracts. 
'WHAT HAPPENED TO OUR REVOLUTION ? 1 

In both Egypt and Tunisia, strikes and 
demonstrations challenged the military-economic- 
political elite's domination of "democratic reforms.” 
As the Egyptian Army continued to detain and 
torture protesters and the cabinet passed a law to ban 
strikes and protests, some youth began asking, "What 
happened to our revolution?" They demanded the 
release of political prisoners, repeal of repressive laws, 
and an investigation into killings during the protests. 

The Army's claims to be the champion of revolution 
and democracy could not hide their efforts to seize the 
historical initiative from the masses. They managed to 
end the occupation of Tahrir Square, and, with support 
from the Muslim Brotherhood, to force through a 
referendum on limited constitutional changes opposed 
by the revolutionary forces. But their February slogan 
of "The army and the people are one hand" has been 

continued on p. 7 

3. Jumanah Younis, "Egypt’s revolution means nothing if its 
women are not free," The Guardian, 3/9/11. 
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WOMAN ^ REASON 


Abortion and the Left 


by Terry Moon 

Our Draft for Perspectives in this issue contains 
these paragraphs: "It is not only that women's human 
rights are under siege by the U.S. Congress and state 
legislators, it is that the barriers put up, the require- 
ments women face, are themselves so grievous, that the 
entire Left should be up in arms. Given this level of 
attack, where is the solidarity with women's struggles? 

"In all the demonstrations against Scott Walker's 
attempt to destroy the bargaining rights of unionized 
state workers, there was hardly a peep from the unions 
or the Left about his horrendous stand on the right of 
women to control their own bodies. He voted to gut $4 
million from the Wisconsin budget for family planning 
resources and end all funding for Planned Parenthood, 
among other fanatical proposals.... 

"The point is that women's struggle for abor- 
tion rights is not a diversion from revolution, but 
a freedom demand without which real liberation 
is impossible. " 

The reason, of course, the Left leaves out the de- 
mand for abortion rights is that they recognize it as 
a "divisive" issue. Even the so-called feminist anti-war 
group, CODEPINK, has not a word to say about abor- 
tion rights. But women's right to an abortion should be 
a part of any group fighting war, if for no other reason 
than that rape is a weapon of war. 

WAR AND WOMEN'S LIVES 

As we fight to end the U.S. wars in Afghanistan 
and Iraq as well as agitating against what is happening 
in Congo, Ivory Coast, and wherever there is conflict, 
anti-war activists have to be concerned with women 
who are raped and especially those who become preg- 
nant. In many countries, those women are shunned and 
banished. In a war situation, having access to an abor- 
tion can mean the difference of a woman's life or death. 
It can mean the difference of being able to live a full 
life, and living one in shame, disgrace and poverty. 

But one doesn't have to go far from home to com- 
prehend abortion as an issue for the anti-war move- 
ment. Rape occurs in the U.S. military nearly twice as 
often as in the civilian world. Over 3,000 women ex- 
perienced sexual assault in 2008 — a 9% increase from 
2007 — at the same time as the military claims to be 
focused on trying to stop the abuse. The rate of sexual 
assaults against military women in Iraq and Afghani- 
stan increased 25%. 

Anti-abortion fanatics made their presence known 
here too, as, even if women use their own money, they 
cannot get an abortion in military facilities overseas. 
Military facilities can only be used for abortion if it is to 
save the woman's life or in cases of rape or incest. But all 
studies show how difficult — and dangerous — it is for a 
woman to report such abuse, as she is often attacked by 
a military superior. Several women have been murdered 
by rapist servicemen for daring to report abuse. 
CHOOSE FREEDOM OR PRAGMATISM 

Clearly, free abortion on demand for women in war 
situations should be a demand of the anti-war move- 
ment. Failure to make it a demand is simply unprin- 
cipled and cowardly. The Left is all for "speaking truth 
to power,” except when that truth is the need for women 
to have control over our own bodies. 

But it is not only the anti-war movement that needs 
to take abortion rights into account. Given the violation 
of women's human rights going on now, almost any or- 



by Artemis 

In its annual report, the UN Food and Agricul- 
ture Organization recommends giving women full le- 
gal rights to buy, sell, and inherit land, borrow money, 
open bank accounts, sell their produce, sign contracts, 
and be educated. These rights also need to be enforced 
and publicized. This could increase global harvests by 
between 2.5 and 4%, reducing the numbers of under- 
nourished people by between 100 million and 150 mil- 
lion. Increased yields by women farmers would also al- 
low them to buy more food for their families. 

* * * 

In Syria, 2,000 women and children shouting, "We 
will not be humiliated!” blocked a major road to protest 
the action of the security forces of President Bashar 
Assad, who incarcerated hundreds of men from their 
villages. This had been Assad’s attempt to stifle the 
movement growing since Feb. 11 demanding political 
reforms. The protesters succeeded in making the gov- 
ernment release 100 of the men and vowed to remain 

until all had been released. 

* * * 

After the Food and Drug Administration's ap- 
proval of Makena to produce a weekly shot for pregnant 
women at risk of premature delivery, the drug company 
shot the price of the drug from $20 to $1,500 per dose. 
Women are to take the drug for about 20 weeks. After 
women all over the U.S protested, Makena lowered the 
price to $650 per dose. The protests continue. 


ganization that claims to be for freedom, social justice, 
human rights, etc., needs to come out for women's right 
to abortion. It may be divisive, groups may lose a few 
members or some funding; but unless you want to bow 
down to a vicious right-wing reactionary, racist, sexist, 
pro-capitalist anti-poor movement, committed to end- 
ing abortion rights and the right to contraception, then 
organizations — peace and justice centers, gay rights 
groups, anti-Tea Party groups, anti-eviction organiza- 
tions, etc. — need to step up and be counted or lose any 
kind of freedom credentials they might have had. 

The truth is that abortion rights are about wom- 
en's freedom, because if we don't have control over our 
own bodies, we don't have freedom. So what's it going 
to be? Will the Left step up and back a genuine freedom 
demand; or hide behind pragmatism and single-issue 
politics and let women fight for reproductive justice as 
we've been doing now for decades — on our own? 


Hate out of Chicago! 



Chicago — Twice in April, Chicagoans took to the 
streets to protest the presence of hate and ignorance in 
the Windy City. 

On April 2, the Chicago-based, Catholic anti-choice 
group, Pro-Life Action League (PLAL), hosted a tribute 
dinner for Joe Scheidler at the Merchandise Mart Holi- 
day Inn. Scheidler is a well-known bigot who is not just 
anti-choice, but also anti- woman and anti-gay. PLAL's 
website states their anti-choice views, including op- 
posing contraception, as well as opposing abortion for 
people who have become pregnant through rape. 

They value fetal tissue above all else — even the 
pregnant person's life. Their main form of "outreach” is 
to go to clinics that provide abortion and harass people 
trying to go inside. On their website, they proudly de- 
clare that they are responsible for shutting down eight 
Chicagoland abortion clinics. Ironically, PLAL does not 
condemn the death penalty or war. 

Outraged that such a hateful organization would 
be honoring work that killed and harmed Chicago- 
area women, pro-choice activists flocked to the Holiday 
Inn to protest. Armed with signs with slogans such 
as, "Congratulations on 30 years of terrorizing wom- 
en” and "Dr. Tiller saved lives; 'Pro-lifers' killed him," 
we stood together in the face of religious zealots who 
hurled insults and lies. Undeterred by anti-choicers 
shoving cameras in our faces and screaming ridiculous 
accusations, we chanted "Pro-life, your name's a lie, you 
don't care if women die," and "We won't forget Dr. Tiller. 
Anti-choice, you're f — ing killers." 

Then, on April 14, a smaller but spirited group of 
protesters assembled in front of the Chicago Theatre, to 
protest Fox News host Glenn Beck's stage show. Beck, 
known for his hate speech and violent rhetoric, is tour- 
ing the country in "Glenn Beck Live," his "comedy" 
show that allegedly features "stories and stand-up." 

Infuriated that this right-wing extremist was 
spewing hate and vitriol in Chicago, we once again re- 
spectfully but firmly occupied an area near the Chicago 
Theatre to express our indignation. 

Signs said, "I resist fear mongering and stand for 
social justice," and "Your mission and words are poison 
and un-American." Taking a jab at Senator John Kyi 
who tried to avoid responsibility for spreading incor- 
rect information about Planned Parenthood, one clever 
protester's sign said, "Glenn Beck is awesome* *Not a 
factual statement.” We chanted, "Sexist, racist, anti- 
gay, Glenn Beck, go away” and passed out information 
about Beck's disturbing rhetoric. We talked with pass- 
ersby who had questions about Beck and the protest. 

This past month Chicago activists sent an impor- 
tant message: hate can come to Chicago, but we will not 
let it stay, and we will not quietly accept its poisonous 
presence. It is not just important, but absolutely vital, 
now more than ever, for activists to make our voices 
heard against the tyranny of those who would oppress 
us and the vulnerable among us. — Cate S. 


Women in Yemen show 
revolutionary way 

by Shatha Al-Harazi 

Sana'a, Yemen — This is one of the most conservative 
countries when it comes to how women are viewed. But 
the current political climate has changed some of this. 

Yemeni society has offered limited roles for women 
in politics. It never expected women to be part of any 
revolution. Yet the most popular face of Yemen's anti- 
government movement is a woman: Tawakkol Karman. 

As Abubakr Al-Shamahi, a young male protester, 
said: "The average person looking at Yemeni women 
will see figures, mostly dressed in black covering their 
faces, and assume that this is Taliban Afghanistan. It 
is not. These women shout louder than the men, are 
more heartfelt, and more politically active. Look at the 
woman who started the protests, Tawakkol Karman." 

On April 14 President Saleh said women should 
not protest along with men in the street as it's a so- 
cial shame. The response was huge protests, whether 
women only or mixed, in many governorates [provinces] 
condemning what Saleh said. 

"My father and mother don't like me to be part of 
these protests. They try to stop me as they know what 
kind of cruel regime we have. I know how they feel but I 
can't stop now. It's the only time to make my children's 
future better," says Karman about her role. 

WOMEN JOIN THE FIGHT 

Anti-government demonstrations in Sana'a com- 
prise four large tents especially for women. It is a stark 
contrast compared to mid-February on the first day of 
the sit-in demonstration when 30 men set up camping 
tents outside Sana'a University. There were no women. 

But on the second day a woman joined them and 
set up her tent. This shocked a conservative society 
that viewed her as a criminal for daring to sleep in the 
same area with men she does not know. By now, a few 
weeks later, more women have joined the sit-in dem- 
onstration and are encouraging others to do the same. 

Farida Al-Yarimi, a 47 -year-old mother of five, was 
that first Yemeni woman to camp in the street in a bid 
to overthrow the regime. "I knew what I did wasn't 
expected, but one of us had to start doing something. 
When I first came here I expected the worst, but it was 
great. The way the men protected me and secured the 
tent was good. Even traditional tribesmen don’t look 
down on us now," reflects Al-Yarimi on her experience. 
Her family joined her two days after she set up her tent, 
and she has since become a leading female protester. 

Most women protesters are older than 40, as 
many Yemeni families are still preventing their daugh- 
ters from participating. But women have the same 
grievances that men hold. Um Ahmed, a mother in her 
mid-50s in the women's tent at Sana'a University, says 
the government has offered her no assistance: "They 
think only of themselves. They never think of their 
people as human beings. They live in palaces with our 
money while we can't provide food for our children.” 

GIRLS JOIN TOO 

Women have found different means to participate 
in protests. Some young girls who aren’t allowed to par- 
ticipate in public demonstrations have started a Face- 
book group to share their ideas and to ensure that their 
voices are heard. 

Ashwaq Sobaie', a 17 -year-old high school student, 
was warned by her school principal that she would be 
dismissed from school if she continued participating in 
anti-government protests. Her reply was that she does 
not care what her school thinks of her. She continued 
protesting and also encouraged her school friends to 
participate. 

"I started camping at Sana'a University from the 
third day of the sit-in. My mother encourages every- 
body at our house to protest. I put everything that I 
needed in my bag and ran away from school to the pro- 
test. That is where I belong,” says Sobaie'. 

WE FIGHT THE REGIME AND OUR SOCIETY 

Another young woman protester hid from her fam- 
ily her participation in protests. Yasmin Al-Qadhi, 25, 
is the daughter of a widely respected tribal sheikh who 
opposes President Saleh. Although she and her 15 sis- 
ters grew up in a political environment, they have to 
fight for the right to participate in politics. Al-Qadhi 
was one of three girls who joined thousands of male pro- 
testers on Feb. 3. She doesn't camp at Sana'a Univer- 
sity, but has an active role as a protest organizer. "We 
need to revolt twice as hard as men. We have to fight 
against the regime, but we also have to fight against 
discrimination from Yemeni men," says Al-Qadhi. 

One of her brothers said that women protesters 
who took to the streets alongside men were "prosti- 
tutes." He is not the only person who holds this opin- 
ion, as Yemen largely is a tribal society with traditional 
values that define men's and women's roles. 

"I didn't care about what my brother wanted me to 
do. I'm a citizen of Yemen, just like any male citizen, 
and I have the right to work for goodness and change in 
my country. I won't let anyone stop me," says Al-Qadhi. 

April 14, 2011 
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Militant labor and 

Detroit — A new militant spirit in labor is now com- 
ing into play, sparked by the militant struggle against 
the onslaught of Wisconsin unionized public workers. 
This opposition is re-energizing the union movement 
and producing new leaders who are expressing their 
opposition to their own union leaders and their conces- 
sionary mentality. There is positive promise in these 
new developments. 

Attacks against labor, fueled by the economic cri- 
ses that have persisted since the economic meltdown 
in 2008, have taken many forms. They affect not only 
union workers, but employees in all industries. Huge 
increases in the use of temporary employees and ex- 
panding the two-tier wage system are assuming great- 
er importance. 

Temporary workers are under complete control by 
management. They can't belong to a union, have no 
benefits — such as pensions, vacations or healthcare 
coverage — and can be fired at a moment's notice with- 
out access to a grievance procedure. They obviously 
have no job security and certainly can't make plans for 
the future. 

Labor Department data discloses that there were 
more than 320,000 temporary workers hired in the pri- 
vate sector last year, accounting for more than a quar- 
ter of the 1.2 million private jobs added to the employ- 
ment rolls in 2010. 

Corporations inflate their profits by not paying 
for benefits and save in taxes they pay on permanent 
employees. Another insidious corporate practice is mis- 
classifying permanent jobs as temporary. 

This is especially prevalent in the auto in- 
dustry, which now has thousands of "temporary" 
workers. This practice is so rampant that the 
UAW targeted it as a major provision to be mini- 
mized or eliminated in contract negotiations lat- 
er this year. 

Corporations are also adding to their profit mar- 
gins by maintaining or expanding the two-tier wage 
system, which ordinarily results in new-hires receiving 
about half the wages of older workers. This is a two- 
edged sword, with both edges slicing the workers. Not 
only is the corporation paying the new-hires less in 
wages, it is also driving a wedge into the principles of 
unionism that are based on equality of treatment of all 


WORKSHOPTALKS 


continued from p. 1 

and air traffic controllers in how quickly administra- 
tive hacks like the Secretary of Transportation and our 
HMO chiefs scapegoat workers when the source of the 
problem is systemic and structural. We, too, face grow- 
ing stress from speed-up, as patients' lives are at stake. 

At the same time we are constantly visited by man- 
agement groups lecturing us about their priorities to 
increase revenue recovery and limiting use of our time 
providing care and checking on medical procedures. No 
wonder a recent study revealed that between 44,000 
and 98,000 Americans die each year in U.S. hospitals 
due to preventable medical errors. 

The new head of the HMO where I work has opted 
for LaHood's line. He wants to "clean house" and do a 
staff turnover. In a manner reminiscent of Reagan's fir- 
ing of the PATCO workers, our new hospital chief told 
concerned nurses and social workers, "If you don't like 
the way things are here, I suggest you find employment 
somewhere else." Unions are simply enabling manage- 
rial abuse of workers in the shop, because they care 
more about "dues" process than due process. The union 
simply leaves individuals to twist in the wind. 

A new "Attendance Policy" deprives us union work- 
ers of due process as guaranteed by existing labor 
contracts. If you have three one-minute tardies in a 
quarter, you will face a first hearing, reneging on their 
six-minute grace period to sign into their new electron- 
ic TIME system. They don't care if you were helping a 
patient as soon as you put your bags down. They don't 
care if you had technical problems signing in. 

They don't care if you just "doubled back," that is, 
volunteered for a second shift after only eight hours 
since you left work. They have even reneged on the con- 
tractual obligation to pay us time and a half for dou- 
bling back during 12-hour rest periods. Like air traffic 
controllers, this doubling back means occasionally a few 
of us may nod out on the job due to sleep deprivation. 

Our cowardly union reps are not only going along 
with this scheme, they are part of the "tribunal" when- 
ever any of us are pulled in the office for another disci- 
plinary hearing. Regional headquarters is now trying 
to make workers at our hospital scapegoats for all the 
fines and threatened closures imposed by state and fed- 
eral investigators in the last couple of years. 

Solidarity used to mean "an injury to one is an in- 
jury to all," not just an empty slogan. The persistent 
class war against workers has intensified in this eco- 
nomic crisis. There will be no resolution until we again 
fight for ourselves over these shop floor issues in our 
own organizations. 


corporate attacks 

members. 

The friction between older and younger workers is 
very real when a new worker, as in auto production, 
gets $14 an hour and the older worker makes $28 an 
hour, and both are doing the same job. Moreover, the 
new worker is also getting less in pension, healthcare 
and vacation benefits due to concessions made by union 
bureaucrats. 

In the past, many two-tier wage provisions 
were limited to the length of that contract. But 
corporations are now concentrating on making 
two-tier wages permanent. 

Workers at the Harley-Davidson motorcycle plant 
in Milwaukee, Wis., approved a seven-year contract last 
year that extends the two-tier system and also freezes 
the wages of the workers. Workers will receive bonuses 
instead of getting wage increases. This means that con- 
tract benefits based on wages will not be increased for 
seven years. 

Most startling is that the workers approved the 
contract two years before it will go into effect on March 
31, 2012, when the present contract expires. When the 
workers protested the advance negotiation, the compa- 
ny intimidated them by threatening to move the work 
to another state. — Andy Phillips 


'We are one 1 campaign 



Oakland, Calif. — Dozens of labor groups rallied at 
Frank Ogawa Plaza on April 4th as part of the nation- 
wide We Are One campaign in support of public sector 
employees in Wisconsin, Ohio and Indiana. It was the 
43rd anniversary of Martin Luther King's assassina- 
tion. King had gone to Memphis, Tenn., to join Black 
sanitation workers' struggle for collective bargaining 
rights. The hundreds here went on to a larger march 
in San Francisco while dockworkers kept the Port of 
Oakland shut down all day. — David M'Oto 

Remember Ssangyong 

It has been two years since the management of 
Ssangyong Motor Company in Pyongtaek, South Korea, 
announced layoffs of 1,000 workers. Shortly thereafter, 
those workers occupied their plant and held it for 77 
days, from May to August 2009, when they finally suc- 
cumbed to a massive police and army assault. 

In the aftermath, many militants were arrested. 
Some were sentenced to years in prison. Most, howev- 
er, were laid off, some with the hope of recall after one 
year, which never materialized. 

Two years after the announcement, 14 people, 
both strikers and immediate family, are dead. Five 
Ssangyong workers committed suicide, and five died 
from cardiovascular diseases such as heart attack or 
brain hemorrhage. Doctors believe these were caused by 
severe stress in the aftermath of the strike and layoffs. 
Some of the suicides resulted from economic problems 
following the layoffs. The South Korean daily newspa- 
per Hangyereh calls the 14 deaths "social homicides." 

In February 2011, one worker on unpaid time off 
died of a heart attack. Under the pressure of the layoffs, 
his wife had killed herself in April 2010. They had two 
children. The worker's bank balance was close to zero. 

Hangyereh reported that more than half the 
Ssangyong strikers one hospital saw were suffering 
post-traumatic stress syndrome, and 80% were suf- 
fering severe depression. Almost all the workers have 
reported a deterioration in their marriages. Their aver- 
age post-restructuring monthly income, of 822,800 Won 
($757), represented a 74% reduction from their previous 
salary. 

After the defeat of the strike, 462 workers were 
put on unpaid leave. The promised one-year period has 
elapsed, yet the company maintains it is unable to be- 
gin reinstatement. Workers who retired or were fired 
are having difficulty finding new employment because 
of the Ssangyong "scarlet letter,” and have been making 
do with temporary jobs and day-to-day work. Also ab- 
sent has been any social safety network to address their 
deteriorating health and financial anxieties. 

We must never forget the brothers and sisters who 
have died in the class war. 

— L.G. 


Vetoing city elections 

Flint, Mich. — Michigan has a new emergency finan- 
cial manager law that threatens the very existence of 
local governments and of collective bargaining agree- 
ments. This law, effective March 16, is the direct result 
of the election of a Republican governor, Rick Snyder, 
and a Republican House and Senate. 

Under the old law, the financial manager effective- 
ly took over the role of the mayor and city council, or the 
school board, and could reorganize city departments 
and renegotiate collective bargaining agreements, but 
only if the unions agreed. Under the new law, the finan- 
cial manager can dissolve local units of government and 
modify or terminate collective bargaining agreements 
without the consent of the unions. 

The Detroit school district and seven local govern- 
ments, Hamtramck, Highland Park, Flint, Three Oaks, 
Pontiac, Ecorse, and Benton Harbor have had financial 
managers under the old law, at various times. The De- 
troit school district still has a financial manager, as do 
Benton Harbor, Ecorse, and Pontiac. All except Ham- 
tramck, Ecorse and Three Oaks are majority Black 
communities. 

The new law makes appointment of a financial 
manager easier by including such factors as not mak- 
ing timely payments of withheld taxes and accounts 
payable. Many of these criteria would be insufficient to 
force a city into bankruptcy. 

There is a review process and a right of appeal to 
the circuit court in the state capital, Lansing, but that 
is of no value if the distress criteria in fact exist. Finan- 
cial distress can result from conditions beyond the con- 
trol of a local government, such as a decline in property 
tax revenue because of plant closings. 

There have been numerous protests in Lansing 
and as yet no Michigan community is threatened with 
the broad reach of the new law — with one exception. 
On April 14, the Benton Harbor financial manager 
who was appointed a year ago under the old law, Jo- 
seph Harris, issued an order forbidding the elected city 
council from taking any action except calling meetings, 
approving minutes, and adjourning meetings. He has 
assumed that he automatically has the full power of a 
financial manager under the new law. Potentially, the 
Michigan law is more toxic than some of the anti-union 
laws that have been passed in other states, but Gover- 
nor Snyder is certain to meet hard resistance if he tries 
to use it to terminate collective bargaining agreements 
and local governments. 

— Dan B. 

Lift campus wages! 

Memphis, Tenn. — On April 8, over 75 students, fac- 
ulty, and staff members of the University of Memphis 
came out in support of a living wage for campus work- 
ers. Some workers have been employed at the univer- 
sity for more than 15 years, and they have not seen a 
raise in over four years. 

The custodial staff only makes $8.00 an hour! Al- 
most all of the cleaning staff has to work an extra job 
on the weekends to live just above the poverty line. 
Workers have no free parking and have to walk several 
blocks at 3:30 AM with no security protection. Workers 
have to stay late for events, and are often cleaning in 
unlocked buildings late into the night. 

Despite the fear of retribution and losing their jobs, 
almost 20 workers were present at the vigil. Professors, 
students, and workers gave speeches and delivered 
1,221 postcards to the University President asking for 
a raise to $11.62 an hour. The President agreed to meet 
with the Progressive Student Alliance at a later date. 

— Mario Zuluaga 

Making teachers mad 

Los Angeles — In the school district where I work, 
they have cut two hours per day from the non-teaching 
staff. It affects insurance for employees with a family. 
A security worker told me, "I lose $700 per month.” 
Teachers are losing six furlough days per year, and step 
increases are frozen. That is in an economy where food 
prices are shooting up, and driving to work is a luxury. 

The union is proposing these cuts to save the jobs 
of 28 teachers. The laborer is making all the conces- 
sions, yet the capitalist tells us that we are the cause 
of the economy's ills. Others think that workers should 
be thankful to have a job. The system wants people to 
think that to exist under capitalism is a privilege. After 
all, see what happened to socialism, they argue. But 
we are the ones who by our work are making sure the 
system survives. 

There is no money for healthcare, education, and 
the poor. In the view of capitalists, they are non-produc- 
tive humans who don't contribute to the system. The 
draconian federal cuts in social services are indicative 
of that. 

This cycle will continue unless we redefine our so- 
cial relationship to each other. That will not happen un- 
less we get rid of the capitalistic mode of living. We are 
the workers and we are the builders. We need to rebuild 
a new way of life. We need to shut the system down. 

— Manel 
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FROM THE WRITINGS OF 

RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA 


Editor's Note: This is excerpted from the Jan. 15, 
1971, letter to Will Stein and other young revolution- 
aries in News and Letters Committees who had ques- 
tions about the relationship of theory and practice, 
and about the "Subject." The original can be found 
in the Supplement to the Raya Dunayevskaya Collec- 
tion, 14110-11. Footnotes are by the editor. 

First, let me take up the question of language. [No 
word] is more important than Subject. Whether we 
mean by that the Movement, or a specific group like 
News and Letters Committees; whether we mean the 
workers or a single revolutionary; whether we mean 
women's liberation, Blacks, Indians, "organization,'' it 
is clear that "Subject” is the one that is responsible for 
both theory and practice. Therefore, we must not say, 
"Subject must unite with its theory"; it is the subject 
who unites, or fails to unite, theory and practice. In a 
word, the preposition "with" is wrong. 

Perhaps part of the looseness of expression is due 
to my stressing how crucial theory is, that, as you put 
it, quoting me, "Philosophy is itself revolutionary.” Yes, 
because the whole point of philosophy, of dialectics, both 
its point of departure and point of return, is Freedom. 
The trouble with philosophers, whether they were only 
thinking of Utopia, the Future, or of Thought as their 
special province, was that they limited the concept of 
freedom. That is why Marx says (It is the very first 
quotation one meets even before turning to a single 
page of text in Marxism and Freedom) that: 

"Freedom is so much the essence of man 
that even its opponents realize it... .No man 
fights freedom; he fights at most the freedom 
of others." 

Okay, Marx "took advantage" of this nature 
of man, and therefore his thought, the striving for 
freedom, and said of Hegel’s dialectics, the greatest 
philosophy produced by bourgeois philosophy, that 
what we must do is "realize it." For by realizing this 
talk and thought of freedom we will have it, be whole 
men. But under no circumstances does "philosophy is 
itself revolutionary" mean it will realize itself. Only 
living men and women can do that. In a word, it is 
no substitute for "Subject" any more than history is a 
substitute, for history, too, means masses making it. 

Now then, for us, the great breakthrough 
came back in 1953 when we discovered in Hegel's 
Absolute Idea a movement from practice not only to 
revolution, but to theory, to philosophy of liberation. 

I find that the Existentialists, on their part, and the 
Maoists, on theirs, never stop talking about being, 
existence, doing, practice — but the very last word they 
understand is Practice, for they are under the delusion 
that when they practice theory, that is practice, that 
is activity. That is, when they "bring" it to the masses, 
and all the masses have to do is be smart enough to 
see it and accept it, then all will be heaven on earth. 
What I've been saying, at least since 1953, is the exact 
opposite, that practice is masses practicing and their 
practice is not only the doing of deeds but the thinking 
of thoughts. 

Therefore, the two kinds of subjectivity (the note 
on which I ended the second edition of Marxism and 
Freedom, hoping thereby to indicate what I mean to do 
in Philosophy and Revolution) 1 was not only a stress 
on proletarian Subject vs. Maoist or petty-bourgeois 
subject but to show that in the proletarian Subject, in 
subjectivity, we include man as thought as well as man 
as being, and thought, philosophy of liberation, 
the absolute idea breakdown for our age is itself 
a force for revolution. 

It is a development — a very critical and high 
stage of development, but a development rather than 
a break, as was the case in 1953 from Johnsonism 2 * or 
state-capitalism sans philosophy. 

Of course, Marxist-Humanism is itself 
"subjectivity”; this is what we learned ever since the 
trip to Africa in 1962 and the trip to Japan in 1965 
showed that even revolutionaries closest to us, and 
even masses, great masses in revolt, will not take from 

1. In this section added to the 1964 edition of Marxism and 
Freedom, "In Place of a Conclusion: Two Kinds of Subjectiv- 
ity," Dunayevskaya wrote: "Two kinds of subjectivity charac- 
terize our age of state-capitalism and workers’ revolts. One 
is the subjectivism that we have been considering — Mao’s — 
which has no regard for objective conditions, behaves as if 
state power is for herding 650 million human beings into 
so-called ’People's Communes,’ as if a party of the elite that 
is armed can both harness the energies of men and 'remold' 
their minds. ...The second type of subjectivity, the one which 
rests on 'the transcendence of the opposition between the 
Notion and Reality,' is the subjectivity which has 'absorbed' 
objectivity, that is to say, through its struggle for freedom it 
gets to know and cope with the objectively real" (pp. 326-27). 

2. Johnson was the organizational name of C.L.R. James, co- 

leader with Dunayevskaya (Forest) of the Johnson-Forest 

Tendency until the formation of News and Letters Commit- 
tees in 1955. 
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Subjects of revolution: theory/practice 


our shoulders, our task, working out this dialectic of 
liberation, both philosophically in the book [Philosophy 
and Revolution ] and practically in our everyday 
activities. 

Of course, it is a task of very great historic 
dimensions. But do you know anyone else engaged in it? 
Of course, it is hard labor and blows the mind, especially 
of the youth, who are first getting used to the idea that 
they are revolutionaries, have broken with their past, 
both their petty-bourgeois milieu and parents, to begin 
measuring themselves against history's gargantuan 
dimensions. 

I do not doubt, 
however, that we 
can become the 
catalyst for the 
revolutionaries who 
have had all the 
breaks from their 
past, but did not 
think that they must 
then first create 
new theoretical 
foundations as well 
instead of having 
found them ready- 
made, if not in the 
bite-size Maoist 
quotations, then 
at least as Marx 
did it. But he did it 
in 1843-1883 and 
while it remains our 
foundation, none 

can do for this age what only this age can do for itself. 

Back to one more word on language. When you 
compare Marx, First International, Paris Commune, 
Lenin, Bolsheviks, Russian Revolution, and then come 
to ourselves, you use the expression "one-to-one." I 
know what you mean, but it just so happens that, for a 
dialectician, there is no worse expression than one-to- 
one, for it means mechanical, statistical, rather than 
human, alive, and being able to do so much more than 
what anyone imagines who is brainwashed by capitalist 
ideology. So, it isn't only a question of escaping the 
complexities, but in order to always keep one’s eyes on 
movement rather than something static, just avoid the 
expression one-on-one. 

Take Marx's period. Great as the First Interna- 
tional was, it was "organized." There-fore for the new 
form of workers' rule — which no genius, not even 
Marx, no human being, nor God for that matter, can see 
before it actually occurs — Marx had to keep plodding 
along, theoretically, in Capital, practically, in the First 
International, until the workers upsurged in the Paris 
Commune [in 1871]. Then he not only embraced it, as 
revolutionaries would, but made it the departure even 
of his theory. It clarified the "fetishism of commodities," 
not just in the manner in which he had already worked 
it out theoretically — capitalist exploitation of labor and 
its reification into a thing — but its opposite, the new 



Artist's rendering of armed women of the Paris Commune, 1871, fighting against the 
bourgeoisie. Illustration from the London Penny, June 17, 1871. 


form, the universal form of how the workers mean to 
rid themselves of the fetishism by the creation of the 
Paris Commune. 

The same came to be with Lenin — the Soviets were 
the new form for his age, and he was well prepared to 
see it and create the slogan "All Power to the Soviets” 
because, theoretically, he had already worked out a new 
universal — "to a man woman and child." 

Now then for us, the practice of dialectics, both in 
theory and in fact, is something that no other "party" 
ever called upon its members to do, and it is hard as hell. 
But the very fact that we demand unity of theory and 

practice compels 
the two levels, of 
which the concrete, 
the daily practice, 
is of the essence. 
But it wasn't only 
understanding 
and his return to 
Hegel that helped 
Lenin; it was that, 
to begin with, 
he was always 
a practicing 

revolutionary. So, 
insofar as the latter 
was concerned, 
were his Bolshevik 
colleagues. They 
all opposed his 
"April Theses" and 
thought he had 
been too long an 
emigre to "understand Russian realities." But the 
revolution swept them along. When the revolution 
is at a halt and you have state power, you (that is, 
the Stalinists) follow a very different path. But it 
isn't only because they didn't "understand" Hegel; it is 
because of the objective compulsion from the existing 
state surrounded by world capitalism, etc., etc. 

One final point both on "troubles” with Part 
III of Philosophy and Revolution 3 and objective 
transcendence. Transcendence has, in academia, both 
a theological and philosophic meaning far removed 
from practice. But transcendence as an historic 
category means people abolishing the old, creating 
the new; indeed it is the only real transcendence; all 
else is hogwash. Because this is so, I try to practice it 
even in theory, which is why there is so much return to 
Black/Red conferences, etc. 4 There are no "troubles." I 
would like the "new passions and new forces” section 
in Philosophy and Revolution to be written by Blacks, 
by women, even as New Humanism in Marxism and 
Freedom was written by workers battling Automation. 


3. Part III of Philosophy and Revolution, when published in 
1973, would be called "Economic Reality and the Dialectics 
of Liberation." 

4. See N&L January-February 2010 for Dunayevskaya’ s pre- 
sentation to "The Black/Red Conference" of Jan. 12, 1969, to 
Black workers, intellectuals and white activists. 


Selected Publications from News & Letters 


Books 

by RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA 


□ Philosophy and Revolution: from Hegel to Sartre and from 

Marx to Mao 30th Anniversary edition, 2003 $24.95 

□ Marxism and Freedom: from 1776 until Today 

2000 edition. Foreword by Joel Kovel $24.95 

□ Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx's Philoso- 

phy of Revolution 1991 edition. Author's new introduction. Fore- 
word by Adrienne Rich $24.95 

□ Women's Liberation and the Dialectics of Revolution: Reach- 
ing for the Future $24.95 

□ The Power of Negativity: Selected Writings on the Dialectic in 

Hegel and Marx $24.95 

□ The Marxist-Humanist Theory of State-Capitalism: Selected 

Writings by Raya Dunayevskaya $8.50 

□ Indignant Heart; A Black Worker's Journal 

by Charles Denby $14.95 

Includes Afterword by Raya Dunayevskaya 


Pamphlets 


□ Bosnia-Herzegovina: Achilles Heel of Western 'Civilization' 


(Expanded edition) $5 

□ American Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard. 

by Raya Dunayevskaya, 40th anniversary edition $8 

□ Dialectics of Black Freedom Struggles: Race, Philosophy & 

the Needed American Revolution by John Alan $8 


□ The Coal Miners' General Strike of 1949-50 and the Birth of 


Marxist-Humanism In the U.S. 

by Andy Phillips and Raya Dunayevskaya $5 

□ News and Letters Committees Constitution 44? postage 

□ Marxist-Humanist Literature Catalog 

A list of publications (includes many not listed here) available 
from News and Letters Committees 61? postage 


Archives 


□ Guides to Collection and Supplement to the Raya Dunayevs- 


kaya Collection 

Full description of 15,000-page microfilm collection $4.50 


Newspaper 


□ News & Letters subscription $5/year 

Mail orders to: 


News & Letters, 228 South Wabash, Suite 230, Chicago, IL 60604, 
Phone (312) 431-8242 

Enclosed find $ for the literature checked. 

Please add $2 postage for each pamphlet, $4 postage for books. 
Illinois residents add 7% sales tax. 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

Email Address (05-06/11) 









MAY-JUNE 2011 


NEWS & LETTERS - www.newsandletters.org 


Page 5 


A Freedom Rider looks back to 'a sort of revolution 1 


Editor's note: This year marks the 50th anniversary 
of the Freedom Rides, the effort of Civil Rights activists 
organized by the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) 
and other groups to challenge racially segregated seat- 
ing on interstate bus travel. The Freedom Riders were 
met with physical violence and arrests in the South, 
and stonewalling from the Kennedy administration. 
Abraham Bassford recounts his June 6, 1961, ride. 

I remember going to 
the office of Liberation 
magazine in Greenwich 
Village, New York, in a 
basement. A.J. Muste 
chaired the editorial 
meetings. Dave McReyn- 
olds, the editorial secre- 
tary, professor Roy Finch, 

Dave Dellinger, who 
printed the magazine, 
and Bayard Rustin were 
pretty much the editorial 
board. 

I remember one af- 
ternoon they said, "There 
is a CORE meeting. Do 
you want to come?” So 
we went over to Jim and 
Lula Farmer's apart- 
ment in the Village with 
their little babies run- 
ning around. And I joined 
CORE. 

We had the Woolworth's sit-ins in North Carolina 
at the time and I organized the support group at Wag- 
ner College, my school on Staten Island. We picketed 
Woolworth's and wrote letters. 

I was a Christian socialist. My thinking was more 
or less theological. 

JOINING THE FREEDOM RIDES 

After my semester at college, I could plan for what 
might come next. My mother was upset and my father 
was upset because she was upset, and he couldn’t do 
anything. The dean of the graduate school at Wagner 
called up my parents to let them know that he was sup- 
portive. They were a little miffed because they had got- 
ten a postcard with a rifle sight on it as a threat. 

In New Orleans we picketed Puglia's supermarket. 
Puglia's had a lot of Black customers but they were not 
allowed to work there. We joined the Consumers League 
picket line and got arrested. They would shift us from 
one police station to another to avoid our lawyers. I 
think there were only five lawyers in Mississippi who 
would defend Freedom Riders. All but one of them were 
Black. The NAACP Defense Fund found us the lawyers. 

We spent a week or so in New Orleans until the 
lawyers caught up to us and we were bailed out. 

Our Freedom Ride was from New Orleans to 
Jackson, Mississippi. Since we were Blacks and whites, 
we were integrated and therefore revolutionary in that 
place and time. 

I was sitting on the bus next to Johnny Ashford, 
who was Black. He got the window seat. We did get to 
Jackson and we were told by the police that we would 
have to get off the bus and wait in the Greyhound Bus 
terminal. So we sat down in the bus terminal. 


continued from p. 1 

Writing of Haiti in 1992, and the terrorism exact- 
ed on that country's people at the hands of its corrupt 
U.S. -backed leadership, John noted, "The trouble with 
outside 'liberation' is that is limited to the goals of the 
'liberators.'” 

Addressing the Sudan in 2001, John noted the 
universality of revolutionary thought and necessary 
support: "Overcoming... retrogression is the task for 
revolutionaries in this country as we confront our own 
unfinished revolution and new forms of exploitation 
and racism." 

In an indictment of Afrocentric educational alter- 
natives, in 1993 John wrote in part: "The advocates of 
Afrocentric education fail to catch the central contradic- 
tion when the object of Afrocentrism becomes science. 

"In their concept 'science,' and not the subjectiv- 
ity of African 'cultural identity,' becomes the force of 
transformation. There is nothing wrong in encouraging 
Black youth to study math and science, but to project 
it as the magic language that will open new economic 
doors for African Americans in a capitalist high-tech 
society creates an illusion.” 

Of course, the best one can do in this small space 
is only share a sample of John's work, but one would be 
remiss if one failed to include excerpts from his book 
Dialectics of Black Freedom Struggles as he references 
Raya Dunayevskaya's discussion of the Black dimen- 
sion in her book Marxism and Freedom. 

"In Marxism and Freedom," John wrote, "Du- 
nayevskaya...did ground-breaking work to show that 


We were integrating the lily white bus terminal 
in Jackson and this was theoretically going to cause a 
ruckus. So we were arrested for disturbing the peace. 
That was the legal justification for our arrest. There I 
was being very peaceful, but I was taken for a provo- 
cateur. 

I asked the judge at our trial if any of the outraged 
customers were armed. I told him we weren't armed and 
the customers didn't look very perturbed. 

BEHIND BARS 

We were taken to the Hinds County 
jail. The women Freedom Riders were in the 
Jackson City jail. We could hear them. They 
were adjacent. They would sing and so would 
we. 

When I first got to the Hinds County jail 
the prisoners who were there ahead of us had 
been fasting out of moral outrage at being ar- 
rested. I didn't know how morally outraged 
I was, but I thought it does show protest. I 
spent at least 21 days fasting and lost a lot 
of weight. 

There was an initial trial. The sentence 
was six months for what I would have called 
a misdemeanor. My draft status changed 
from 1-0 (conscientious objector) to 4-F, be- 
cause I had been convicted of a felony. 

The jails became rather crowded. We 
were then moved to Parchman Penitentiary 
in the Delta. We were segregated from the 
other prisoners because we were agitators. 
We were racially segregated. 

Jim Farmer recognized me from New York. He had 
been the spokesman for the people in the cell block and 
sort of passed the position on to me. 

They had us without much of any clothing, in 
skivvies. Because we were singing at night without 
any sanction from them, they removed our mattresses 
and turned up the fans at night. The bunks were steel 
sheets with holes in them. They are not too comfortable. 
We made do. There might be two bunks in a cell, but we 
tried to sleep back-to-back to try to keep warmer. 

We were kept in a big barn at the end of our stay. 
They moved us from the cell blocks, which were maxi- 
mum security, to the barns, which were lower security. 

I'm sure we were an economic burden to them, 
which we meant to be. I'm not sure we knew how soon 
we would be bailed out. I didn't know when or whether 
I was going to get out. 

I was released after 40 days and 40 nights. I re- 
member the warden of Parchman wanted to shake my 
hand and I didn't. I’m not sure that was right or wrong, 
but they had had some sort of a ruckus with some of us 
and some young men from Mississippi were hurt. They 
were brave. I said, "If some of your prisoners are hurt, I 
hope that they will get good medical attention." I didn't 
want to shake his hand. 

FIFTY YEARS LATER 

It was liberating, showing how you could act non- 
violently for social change. I thought it was very helpful 
in getting people to be a little more optimistic and brav- 
er, and think about possibilities of change. People cared 
about each other, even those who were different. A little 
identification with others helped. People became ready 


the Black struggle, far from being external to Marx's 
philosophy, was intrinsic to it, pointing especially to 
how Marx's attentiveness to Black struggles inside the 
U.S. led him to reorganize his greatest theoretic work, 
Capital. Her view was a leap in American Marxism. 

"...No ready-made theory, whether from the Com- 
munist Party, Trotskyist parties or existentialists was 
adequate for the new spontaneous movements as they 
arose in the 1950s and 1960s. 

"Completely new theoretical departures had to be 
made to express the ideas of the Civil Rights Movement 
in the U.S. as well as the anti-colonial revolutions in 
Africa and meet them with a philosophy of liberation." 

When we lose the physical presence of someone we 
love, it is natural that a sense of sadness exists. We can 
temper those feelings with a celebration of John's leg- 
acy: his words, ideas, beliefs. We are much richer with 
those things that truly count, because of that legacy. 

"Freedom," wrote Rosa Luxemburg, " is always and 
exclusively freedom for the one who thinks differently." 
Those who fight the hardest for freedom do not nec- 
essarily carry flags or banners to mark who they are. 
Sometimes they just wake to the sound of the trumpets 
and keep time to the drums that define the heartbeat 
of change. 

We are fortunate that John heard the drums of 
change and rallied to their call, and decades later, his 
work is as vibrant today as when it was first penned. 

We honor Allen Willis a.k.a. John Alan: filmmaker, 
writer, Marxist-Humanist, mentor, human being, com- 
rade... friend. Sine die... and thank you! 


to speak up and act. 

I couldn’t not go, because people I knew had al- 
ready been injured. They were braver than me. I was 
brought up conscious of discrimination and we didn’t 
want to be that way. One step can lead to another. It 
frees you to ask, "Where do I really want to put myself? 
What is important?" 

One of my fellow ushers at church is Black and was 
living in Mississippi back then. He remembers what a 
sort of revolution it was. He wept when he found out I 
was a Freedom Rider. — Abraham Bassford 

California's real history 

Rulers & Rebels: A People's History of Early California, 
1769-1901 by Laurence H. Shoup. 

Laurence H. Shoup presents the history of Cali- 
fornia from the European incursion of Native America 
by the Spanish to the Great San Francisco Waterfront 
Strike of 1901. His interest is agency from below in the 
form of direct action: "The stories told in this book focus 
on the fundamentals from the perspective of those at 
the bottom of society — the rebels." 

All of the requisite signposts of California history 
are here. From the Mission Era, Shoup moves to the 
Gold Rush and the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, then 
to the transition to industrialization, and, of course, the 
railroad. He illustrates that the attempts of one group 
to dominate another are met with resistance, so victo- 
ries are always temporary, if not incomplete. We meet a 
diversity of peoples — men and women, Indigenous peo- 
ples, African Americans, native born and foreign born 
Chinese as well as native born and immigrant whites — 
"excluded from the orthodox histo- 
ries, the standard textbooks, and 
the most powerful media outlets." 

Shoup mined church docu- 
ments, military records, news- 
paper articles, workers' jour- 
nals, and many other primary 
sources. Numerous tables from 
the U.S. Census Bureau are in- 
terspersed throughout, always 
accompanied by interpreta- 
tions that bring home the 
lived reality those statistics represent. 

Protagonists, rulers and rebels alike, speak 
for themselves, sometimes at great length, with 
well-chosen quotes like the words of Father 
Yorke: 'If the rich men are all sticking together... 
what is the duty of the people who earn wages?... 
You have nobody but yourselves. ..The rich men 
unite against you, and it is necessary for them to 
be united, it is ten thousand times more neces- 
sary for every man and woman of you to stand 
shoulder to shoulder, and be knit together with 
bands of steel..." Readers feel what it might have 
been like to live in these times and can assess our 
distance from this history. 

Shoup' s is a compelling history replete with gun 
battles and shootouts. On one side there are rulers, 
most often their henchmen including military and 
other law enforcement, on the other side rebels, Native 
peoples to white union men. Recounting the scheming 
and out-and-out thievery that created the great names 
and wealth of California, he highlights rank-and-file re- 
sistance to exploitation. It's messy history, but Shoup 
doesn't shy away from illuminating the internal battles 
of the property-less, often drawn along the lines of 
white supremacy. Here are stories of chilling brutality 
and great sadness and, against these odds, tales of in- 
credible daring, solidarity, and determination. 

Shoup is convincing in his argument that Califor- 
nia is a bellwether for both U.S. historical trajectory 
and future possibility, given that since 1769 peoples 
from around the world have been meeting there under 
circumstances of the global political economy. 

As a participatory act in transformative history, 
Shoup's work serves as an excellent primer for readers 
unfamiliar with economic theory and analysis. His work 
reminds us that history's progression, acquisition and 
loss, building and tearing down, are about power and 
not a neutral and natural process: there are winners 
and losers. That the winning and losing is discussed in 
terms of alienation and self-actualization makes this 
work an important contribution to history broadly, and 
both American and labor history specifically. 

Rulers & Rebels is an origin story that seeks to in- 
struct and inspire. It accomplishes both. At 495 pages, 
it is well paced and concise, given its scope. There is a 
nod of acknowledgement to the environmental degrada- 
tion wrought by capitalism's drive to exploit and, too, 
a sincere desire to struggle against white supremacy. 
As his contribution to what he describes as humanity's 
struggle toward full democracy and protagonism, his 
history of California is an antidote to anomie, partici- 
pating in "overcom[ing] the historical amnesia so com- 
mon in our country" so that we can "begin to recover as- 
pects of our own vernacular revolutionary traditions.” 

— Awa Fall 


Freedom Riders 

SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES 
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A CALL FROM SOUTH AFRICA 

A call by Abahlali baseMjondolo 
for Madikizela to step down as MEC 
[Member of the Executive Council of 
Western Cape] followed a number of 
illegal evictions and demolitions carried 
out by the provincial human settlement 
department he heads. After our Western 
Cape organization had staged a number 
of protests calling on Madikizela to 
resign, we are protesting again in 
front of the housing department to 
demand a signed letter of resignation by 
Madikizela. 

For more information on illegal 
evictions at Gugulethu, please call 
Mncedisi Twalo, who is the Chairperson 
of Gugulethu 
Anti-eviction 
Campaign and 
a co-coordinator 
of Western Cape 
Anti-eviction 
Campaign, at: 
078 580 8646. 

Abahlali 
baseMjondolo 
South Africa 



STUDENTS WIN AT USF 

The Movement is growing and 
events are unfolding rapidly at the 
University of San Francisco (USF). 
After the secret sale of the community 
radio station KUSF (see March-April 
N&L), USF planned to evict Upward 
Bound, a Civil Rights era college-prep 
program which has served low-income 
students on the campus for 45 years. 
The program has allowed thousands of 
students who never considered college to 
have access to higher education. 

Protests by students, faculty and 
community members — against the 
Jesuit university administration's 
continuing abandonment of its 
professed ideals of social responsibility 
and service to the community — have 
now had a positive result: it pays to 
fight back. Still reeling from the ongoing 
demonstrations against the closing of 
KUSF, the administration reversed its 
course on April 15 and will continue to 
sponsor Upward Bound, though it will 
now be providing an off-campus space 
for it. 

The Movement is feeling its 
strength. We will fight for as long and 
hard as it takes to get KUSF back and 
to make full access to education a living 
right for everyone. 

Students, faculty, and 
community fighters for justice 
San Francisco 


THREE HISTORIC ANNIVERSARIES 

The enactment of labor safety 
laws, spurred by the Triangle Waist 
Company factory fire 100 years ago, was 
the culmination of the intense labor, 
feminist and anti-racist struggles that 
had followed the Civil War. Yet today, 
despite boycotts of sweatshop garments 
by college students, and worldwide 
resistance, sweatshops continue to 
operate, including in the U.S. Recently 
in Bangladesh, a sweatshop caught fire 
and over 20 young women died — some, 
like the Triangle workers, jumped ten 
stories to their death. 

Today, even organized labor must 
fight for its right to exist. The attack 
on the right to collective bargaining is a 
stab at its very heart. People fought and 
died to win the power of uniting to resist 
the domination of capital. While much 
of the commemoration here in New York 
this year focused on finding the unknown 
grave sites of some of the 149 victims of 
the Triangle Fire, it is understanding 
the historic threads which led to labor 
victories in the past that will retain 
and develop those achievements for 

x Thanks to all who have X 
O responded to our Appeal for Help <> 
X in the March-April issue. Have X 
<5 you sent your contribution ? v 



the future. That is the surest means of 
honoring the Triangle Fire victims. 

Susan Van Gelder 
New York 

Recent studies of old railroad 
documents have brought to light grim 
new revelations about U.S. labor 
history. In June 1832, a group of 57 
Irish immigrant workers arrived at 
Duffy’s Cut, just west of Philadelphia, to 
work on the Philadelphia and Columbia 
Railroad. Within two months all were 
dead and buried in a mass grave. 

At first it was believed that they had 
all died of cholera, but a recent discovery 
of Pennsylvania Railroad documents 
and an archeological dig of the mass 
grave have revealed that most appear 
to have died from a mass murder by 
local vigilantes, by blunt trauma to the 
head and bullet wounds. Rather than 
treat them for cholera, the contractor 
considered them to be expendable. The 
remains that can be identified will be 
repatriated to Ireland, and others will 
be re-buried in a nearby cemetery for 
which a new marker is being prepared 
in memory of all the workers who died 
there. 

Donations for the marker can be 
sent to: Duffy's Cut Project, Box 667, 
Immaculata University, Immaculata, 
PA 19345 or call William Watson at the 
university. (610) 647-4400 Ext. 3491. 

D. Cheneville 
California 

A new book, 1861: The Civil War 
Awakening by Adam Goodheart, seems 
to me to back up Raya Dunayevskaya's 
view that it was the Black slaves 
themselves, through their drive for 
freedom, who brought about a revolution 
in the minds of Northern whites, and 
made the Civil War into a revolutionary 
war of liberation. It's not exactly how the 
author put it, but he definitely caught 
something. 

He shows that the slaves shook 
things up from the very beginning of the 
war just by taking refuge with Union 
troops, who began to recognize the drive 
for freedom in people they had little 
understood. Eventually even President 
Lincoln's thinking was changed. 
Goodheart quotes Lincoln’s Secretary 
of State Seward: "The Emancipation 
Proclamation was uttered in the first 
gun fired at Sumter, and we have been 
the last to hear it." 

Marxist-Humanist 

Chicago 


JUSTICE FOR JOHNATHAN CUEVAS 

On March 19, 80 people gathered in 
the Lynwood suburb of Los Angeles at 
the spot where 20-year-old Johnathan 
Cuevas was killed by L.A. County 
Sheriffs deputies on Oct. 10, 2010. 
Deputies had confronted Johnathan 
while he was walking with friends. An 
eyewitness stated that he was shot in 
the back while running away, then was 
turned over by an officer and shot in the 
front. There has been no information 
released by the deputies to the family, 
not even the deputy's name. 

Members of Youth Justice Coalition, 
Southern California Immigration 
Coalition, Justice for Oscar Grant and 
the October 22 Coalition were present to 
support Johnathan's family. "Family and 
Friends of Victims of Police Violence” 
protesters held photos of other recent 
"stolen lives," mostly Black and Brown 
unarmed youths shot and killed with 
impunity by police, sometimes with 20 
to 40 shots. More than 100 people have 
been killed in officer-involved shootings 
in L.A. County in less than two years. 

The protesters marched over a 
mile to an L.A. County Sheriff station/ 
detention center. Inside the lobby we 


held a candlelight vigil, chanting, "Stop 
Killer Cops” and "No Justice, No Peace.” 
We heard poetry and speeches against 
police brutality and violations of civil 
rights and human rights. Johnathan's 
mother said that the deputies claimed he 
was a gang member, but he wasn't. She 
said he was loving, that he always let 
her know where he was and with whom. 
She wants the Sheriff to answer some of 
her questions, like why they didn’t use 
tasers or rubber bullets or chase and 
tackle? Why did it take ten minutes to 
get him to a hospital only three minutes 
away? Protester 

Los Angeles 


FROM YEMEN 
TO THE U.S., 

MANY VOICES 
OF WOMEN'S 
LIBERATION 

I was at a 
"men's" rally 
where hundreds 
of thousands 
of Yemenis 
marched through Sana’a’s streets. I 
marched with them. Keep in mind that 
Yemeni women never march with men for 
social, cultural and/or religious reasons, 
but I did it! It was an amazing feeling. 
I had nothing but looks of respect and 
care from the men demonstrators. Long 
live my beloved people and my country. 

Afrah Nasser 
Yemen 

When the Democrats sacrificed 
poor Black women in Washington, 
D.C., to placate Republicans' insane 
drive to cut all funding for Planned 
Parenthood, they forbade the district 
from using its own tax dollars to pay for 
poor women's abortions. The National 
Network for Abortion Funds (NNAF) 
says that, in doing so, 28 women who 
had appointments for abortions in 
D.C. found out at midnight before their 
procedures, that their funding was cut 
off and their appointments canceled. 
NNAF was called for help and reported 
that all 28 were able to have the 
procedure. To help make it possible for 


other poor women to get an abortion, 
please send a contribution to: NNAF, PO 
Box 170280, Boston, MA 02117. 

Women's Liberationist 
Chicago 

An emphatic "yes" was the answer 
by the panel titled "Does Marxism Have 
Gender Trouble?” at the Left Forum in 
New York in March. Philosophy Professor 
Cinzia Arruzza discussed Queer Theory 
as a challenge to the post-Marx Marxist 
approach of a hierarchy of oppressions. 
I was especially interested in the 
concept of "gender performativity...as 
a transformative perspective offering a 
common ground for both Socialist and 
Queer Theory." I think Arruzza means 
by performance that women's activities 
for freedom are inextricably bound to 
the ideas and concepts of what freedom 
means, and to constantly re-creating 
and deepening the idea and actuality 
of freedom. It sounds to me a lot like 
what Raya Dunayevskaya found right 
within Marx's own work: the concept of 
"revolution in permanence." This idea 
flows directly from Marx's grounding 
in the Hegelian dialectic, but most 
post-Marx Marxists fail to see women's 
liberation as a concretization of Marx's 
Marxism. 

Women's Liberationist 
Detroit 


DETROIT SYMPHONY VICTORY 

The Detroit Symphony, under the 
baton of Leonard Slatkin, was greeted 
back from its six-month strike on April 9, 
with a cheering and raucous celebration 
of what was called by many, "more than 
the end of a bitter labor dispute." The 
New York Times reporter who covered it 
noted, "It finally meant some good news 
in a town so often described as hollowed 
out, shriveled up, and abandoned." 

This orchestra has always been 
known as the pride of "the blue-collar 
town" Detroit represents. During 
the strike, many of the players were 
invited to fill in as substitutes in other 
orchestras, in a time-honored tradition. 
The strike was over the kinds of pay cuts 
and changes in work rules all workers 
are facing today, and though they had 
to accept large salary reductions, they 
did preserve their health insurance 
and even improved their pensions. The 
other major orchestras, including those 
in Philadelphia, New York and Boston, 
who will be facing negotiations for new 
contracts, are all surely studying this 
one. Orchestra Fan 

Detroit 


FOR JOHN ALAN (ALLEN WILLIS) 


I came across the issue of The 
Chicago Defender that carried an 
article on the passing of John Alan. But 
it was N&L' s memorial that focused 
on his Black/Red View that makes 
me want to tell him: "Mr. John Alan, 
your column was just that. From the 
beginning to the end and every point in 
between. You made it clear by putting 
your view in print. Thank you. Forever 
you will be Black/Red — Noir / Rouge." 

George W. Smith, Jr. 

Chicago 

The memorial to John Alan in 
the March-April N&L gives a real 
sense of the important dimension he 
brought not only to the newspaper but 
to the ongoing freedom movements 
in general. Yet Alan never gave the 
impression that "you're nothing 
without me." Rather, he would tell us, 
"The revolution is going to happen with 
or without you. The question is: what 
are you going to say about it?” In other 
words, pay attention, get your thoughts 
together and be ready to express them. 

David 
Bay Area 

I was hired by Allen Willis as the 
first woman camera person at KQED. 
In an interview for the job I was asked 
if I had experience as a news camera 
person. I had just got out of school 


and thought this was the end of that 
job. I said "no" — and his answer was 
"Great! We don't want anybody who 
has had that experience, we want to 
do something new.” By hiring me, 
he gave me a start on my career as a 
documentary filmmaker. He took a risk. 
It was at the beginning of the feminist 
movement, of People's Park, of Haight- 
Ashbury. It was a fantastic time to be 
in the Bay Area and participate the 
way I was able to, because he had hired 
me. Emiko Omori 

California 

Allen was an extraordinary 
person. His knowledge of history was 
not just American history, although 
that was great. He taught me about my 
own history. He knew ancient history, 
modern history, Persian history, Greek 
and Persian wars. He would teach 
you about you and yet, for a young 
intellectual like me who knew not very 
much about the States, he helped me 
get grounded in America. 

Anywhere there was a movement 
for freedom, Allen was touched by it. 
He was not a detached intellectual. 
He was in touch with reality, with 
aspirations of people for emancipation. 
I became the person I am because of 
my encounters and contact with Allen 
Willis. Raha 

Iranian exile in USA 
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turned into "The army and the people are not one 
hand.... The revolution has so far managed to get rid 
of the dictator (Mubarak), but the dictatorship still 
exists.” 4 On April 8, tens of thousands of people once 
again packed Tahrir Square, this time calling for 
prosecution of Mubarak and his top henchmen, some 
saying that the Field Marshal "dictator Tantawi" is 
"next." Several military officers in uniform defied a 
threat of summary court martial to join the protest. 
Hundreds of troops and riot police stormed the Square 
at 3:00 AM, arresting eight of the dissident officers and 
killing two people. The Army had lost its halo. 

And yet, with barriers to revolution's continuation 
coming right from within it as well as from the military, 
the question arises: Will the Arab Spring be one more 
series of revolutions unfinished, aborted? Will the high 
points be lost as the movement stops at first negativity, 
that is, the destruction of the old and not the creation 
of the new society with fully human relationships? The 
philosophic void is seen in the talk of the need to build 
democracy, oppose imperialism, build a party, without 
a banner of total uprooting raised as the concrete need 
for developing the self-activity of masses achieved 
by the revolution. In short, what is needed to fight 
retrogression is unity of philosophy and revolution. 

B. Libya's counter-revolution 

Libya's civil war began as nonviolent protests, as in 
Tunisia and Egypt. In mid-January hundreds of poor 
families demonstrated and occupied vacant housing in 
the east and west of Libya. After an internet call for 
"Uprising on Feb. 17," Qaddafi’s government stepped 
up repression, detaining activists. On Feb. 15, days 
after Hosni Mubarak was toppled, large protests broke 
out in several cities. In the eastern city of Benghazi, 
the flashpoint was Abu Salim prison, where weekly 
protests had been held for two years by families of 1,200 
prisoners massacred there in 1996. In the western town 
of Az Zintan, hundreds of marchers set fire to police and 
security buildings and set up tents to occupy the town 
center. Police violence increased the protests. Qaddafi 
lost control of many areas across the country. 

His regime struck back, shelling demonstrations 
from tanks and bombing rebel-held cities. Libya's army 
contains many mercenaries from other countries, paid 
with oil money. Since February, thousands of African 
migrant workers have been coerced into Qaddafi's forces 
as front-line fighters or human shields. Much better 
armed and organized than the rebels, the Army retook 
several cities, at the cost of probably thousands of lives. 
Qaddafi's son Saif al-Islam threatened the masses in 
revolt with "hundreds of thousands of casualties.” 

UN/NATO INTERVENTION 

In the face of this "declaration of war" against 
the Libyan people, Ibrahim Dabbashi of Libya's UN 
delegation — which had entirely gone over to the side of 
the rebels — called on the UN to impose a no-fly zone and 
cut off supplies of arms and mercenaries to the regime. 5 
Even the rulers of the Arab League, none of whom want 
their own masses to get any help overthrowing them, 
submitted to the pressure from below and endorsed a 
no-fly zone. The Obama administration had to give up 
its resistance, and a resolution for somewhat more than 
a no-fly zone was passed by the UN Security Council, 
and NATO became its enforcer. 

By the time France started bombing Qaddafi’s 
forces, they had already entered Benghazi, one of the 
last rebel strongholds. They were on the verge of a 
massacre that would have been a grave setback not only 
for the revolution in Libya but for the revolutionary 
wave echoing across the world. 

The U.S.-NATO entry into Libya's civil war 
disoriented much of the Left. While some groups bowed 
to Qaddafi as "anti-imperialist,” 6 many other groups 
and individuals adopted a more sophisticated line of 
opposing both Qaddafi and intervention, as if that did 
not mean Qaddafi’s victory and a defeat of revolution 
with global ramifications. 

DISORIENTATION ON THE LEFT 

This disorientation reflected the Left's longstanding 
philosophic void. How is it that revolutionaries are so in 
awe of state powers, especially the superpower U.S., that 
revolution itself becomes a secondary consideration, 
and the real determinant is the urge to oppose the U.S.? 
Nothing could make clearer the pitfalls of being stuck 
at first negativity. While many participants dissented, 
speakers at Chicago’s March 19 anti-war protest 
presented the view that the "core principle" is "anti- 

4. So wrote blogger Maikel Nabil, sentenced by a military 
court to three years in prison for his criticisms of the Army. 
http://www.maikelnabil.com/2011/03/blog-post_07.html 

5. Jihad Taki, "Libyan Ambassador to UN urges international 
community to stop genocide," Global Arab Network, 2/21/11. 

6. Some who adulate Qaddafi's defenders Fidel Castro and 
Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez were able to spin fan- 
tasies about Libya's revolution having been planned by the 
U.S. and at the same time linked to A1 Qaeda. From the 
Right, Minister Louis Farrakhan of the Nation of Islam de- 
fended "my brother" Qaddafi, the source of millions of dollars 
in past aid for Farrakhan. 


intervention.” Libyan state television used footage of 
the march with calls for "Hands off Libya," as if that 
were the whole point of the march. 

Many such calls did not even mention Qaddafi or 
the revolutionary mass uprising against him! The U.S., 
France, Italy and Britain will try to take advantage of 
the intervention for their own imperialist purposes. 
But facile comparisons with Bush's 2003 invasion of 
Iraq disregard the existence of an uprising calling for 
aid. That does not mean that our position is to "support 
the intervention"; it is to support the revolution ? 

The subordination of revolution once state 
powers intervene reflects how the activist and 
intellectual Left is permeated with the capitalistic 
concept of the backwardness of the masses. 
That includes those who have broken with the 
vanguard party-to-lead. Those who cannot grasp 
"the relationship of theory to history as a historical 
relationship 
made by masses 
in motion " 7 8 
cannot fill the 
philosophic 
void. 

It is impos- 
sible to confront 
this morass of 
disorientation 
without 
challenging 
what Raya 

Dunayevskaya, 
founder of 

Marxist- 
Humanism 
and of News 
and Letters 
Committees, called post-Marx Marxism — not as a 
chronological category but as the way Marxism has 
truncated Karl Marx's total philosophy of revolution 
in permanence. For "without a philosophy of revolution 
activism spends itself in mere anti-imperialism and 
anti-capitalism, without ever revealing what it is /or." 9 

C. Revolts across the Arab world 

The fire unleashed by the revolution in Tunisia 
has encouraged revolts also outside the Arab world, 
as in Azerbaijan and Iran, and even spooked China's 
rulers after calls for a "Jasmine Revolution" there. All 
of North Africa and the Middle East is feeling the heat. 

• Bahrain's Feb. 14 Day of Rage, called by youth 
inspired by Egypt and Tunisia, began days of non-vio- 
lent protests, which overcame deadly police repression 
and eventually created a massive occupation of Pearl 
Square. The movement is overwhelmingly supported 
by the 70% Shiite majority and finds some support 
among the Sunnis who are not part of the ruling elite. 
Despite a few concessions, continuing repression led to 
ever more radical demands from the youth and a move 
toward the centers of finance and government. Embold- 
ened by Libya's bloodshed and under cover of Japan's 
earthquake, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emir- 
ates sent in 2,000 troops to smash the movement, with 
tacit support from the U.S., whose naval Fifth Fleet is 
based in Bahrain. King Hamad declared a three-month 
state of emergency. With hundreds detained, unrest is 
stymied for now but is still simmering. 

• Yemen has been rocked by a movement that 
began as protests of unemployment and corruption, 
with calls for the resignation of President Ali Abdul- 
lah Saleh, a brutal ruler long supported by the U.S. as 
an ally against A1 Qaeda, one of whose strongest chap- 
ters is in Yemen. Despite shootings, main squares hold 
protest camps all across the country, and part of the 
Army has come over to their side. In the capital, Sana'a, 
what the protesters call Change Square, modeled after 
Egypt's revolutionary occupation of Tahrir Square, is 
breaking down divisions between tribes and sects. 

As in other Arab countries, women are prominent. 
(See "Women in Yemen show revolutionary way," p. 2.) 
Thousands of women marched in Taiz on April 3, call- 
ing for Saleh's ouster, and were beaten by police. As 
one young woman demonstrator, Afrah Nasser, wrote, 
women are fighting "oppression both at home and in the 
public sphere.” She added, "Usually in Yemen, women 
get harassed all the time, but in Change Square nobody 
touches me." When Saleh called women’s participa- 
tion in protests "haram" (sinful), thousands of women 
took to the streets of Sana'a undaunted, calling for his 

7. Not all of the Left made abstract "anti-intervention" their 
ground of their position. For instance, Richard Greeman, 
"Libya: Whose Side Are We On?” Z Net (http://zcommunica- 
tions.org/libya-who-s-side-are-we-on-by-richard-greeman); 
Juan Cole, "An Open Letter to the Left on Libya" (http:// 
www.juancole.com/2011/03/an-open-letter-to-the-left-on- 
libya.html). The socialist group Solidarity could not agree, 
so they released statements by two subgroups of their Na- 
tional Committee, one of which, "The Right to Demand As- 
sistance," is one of the best to come from a U.S. Left group. 

8. Raya Dunayevskaya, Philosophy and Revolution, p. 288. 

9. Raya Dunayevskaya, Rosa Luxemburg, 'Women's Liberation, 

and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution, p. 194. 


ouster. 

• Syria has also conducted a bloody counter- 
revolution, killing hundreds. The turning point came 
on March 6, when several boys under 15 were arrested 
and tortured in Daraa for writing graffiti calling for the 
downfall of the regime. Daraa became a center of resis- 
tance, with march after march, each time in the face 
of police violence, and by March 15 thousands turned 
out in cities across the country — even in Hama, where 
President Assad's father put down a 1982 Islamist re- 
volt by butchering 20,000 and razing the city. The depth 
of revolt is shown by the execution of several soldiers for 
refusing to shoot protesters. 

• In Palestine the ruling Hamas in Gaza and 
Fatah in the West Bank were already on edge after the 
Gaza Youth's Manifesto for Change last December. 10 * 
Hamas, Fatah, and the Israeli government could all 
agree that they did not want the Arab revolts to spread 

to occupied Palestine. What 
could divert from the revolt 
is the heating up of shelling 
and bombing exchanges 
between Israel and Gaza, 
threatening another war. 

At this very time, Judge 
Richard Goldstone retracted 
one assertion from his UN 
report on the 2008-09 Gaza 
War, in which hundreds of 
Palestinian civilians were 
killed and tremendous 
destruction was wrought in 
Gaza. The Israeli government 
and its ideologues tried to use 
that to discredit the whole 
report. Goldstone, however, 
backed off only from the one 
assertion that Israel had a policy of targeting civilians. 

He did not retract the other findings: Israel had a 
policy of collective punishment, targeting the civilian 
infrastructure; war crimes had been committed by 
both sides; Israel had tortured detainees and used 
Palestinians, including children, as human shields. 11 
The other three authors of the UN report indicated 
they had been pressured to sanitize their conclusions 
but that they stood by them in the interests of justice 
"to the hundreds of innocent civilians killed during the 
Gaza conflict, the thousands injured, and the hundreds 
of thousands whose lives continue to be deeply affected 
by the conflict and the blockade.” 

Matters were further complicated by the 
outrageous U.S. veto of a UN resolution demanding a 
halt to Israel's construction of illegal settlements in 
Palestine. In the face of Israel's intransigence — most 
concretely measured by the steady construction of West 
Bank settlements — the Palestinian Authority has had 
to admit the fruitlessness of peace talks and turned to 
a campaign for admission as a member state of the UN. 

But what both Fatah and Hamas appear to 
fear most is revolt from the Palestinian masses. 
(See "Counter-revolution targets Palestine," p. 12.) 

When revolutions struggle under counter- 
revolution, what becomes clear is the need to work 
out the philosophy of revolution in permanence as an 
integral part of revolution and solidarity. This makes 
urgent a new edition of a Marxist-Humanist pamphlet 
on the Middle East. That pamphlet highlights the need 
for philosophy to prevent revolution stopping halfway — a 
pull that comes from within revolution itself and not 
only from the rulers. The Marxist-Humanist analyses 
of the 1979 Iranian Revolution show how philosophy 
can be a force of revolution, as Marxist-Humanism 
fought to help women, workers, youth and oppressed 
nationalities open a second chapter of revolution as 
against the seizure of power by Ayatollah Khomeini. 
Learning the lessons of history cannot mean only 
avoiding the same political mistakes but rather being 
philosophically prepared for the new and unexpected. 

II. The wars at home 

A. U.S. class war 

The revolutionary struggle in Egypt became a part 
of the consciousness of the massive Wisconsin fightback 
against Tea Party Gov. Scott Walker's assault on labor. 
Day after day, thousands and tens of thousands came 
out to demonstrate in Madison in opposition to Walker's 
bill and, as signs put it, "Walk like an Egyptian.” 

The viciousness of the Right's assault on 
women, minorities and the working class cannot be 
overestimated. It includes denial of collective bargaining 
rights for state employees — the majority are women — 
the last sector of U.S. workers to be unionized in large 
numbers. It includes cuts in pay, longer hours and the 
loss of unemployment benefits and pensions. Draconian 
anti-labor laws have been passed or proposed in Ohio, 

continued on p. 8 

10. See "Gaza youth shout out," Jan.-Feb. 2011 N&L, 

11. See "On the so-called Goldstone ’Retraction,"' by Omar 
Baddar, http://www.aaiusa.org/blog/entry/on-the-so-called- 
goldstone-retraction/. 
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Michigan, and Indiana among other states. 

Those who assault labor dream of erasing the 
very memory of past struggles. In Maine the governor 
dismantled a mural by Judy Taylor at the Department 
of Labor, which he deems "offensive to business" because 
it reflects actual labor history. The budget presented in 
the House of Representatives by Republican Paul Ryan 
(Wis.) represents the far Right's vision of state power 
that won't stop at undoing the New Deal and reforms 
won after the Triangle Shirtwaist Fire 100 years ago. 

It aims to erode labor relations to the 
time when strikes for the eight-hour day were 
punctuated by the Haymarket and Bay View 
massacres 125 years ago. The whole tenor of 
the discussion in Congress is not of holding the 
line, but of severe financial attacks including the 
dismantling of Social Security and Medicare. 

This viciousness has roots in anti-working-class 
policies pursued by Republican and Democratic 
administrations since the 1970s. These policies, in turn, 
have been a response by the ruling class to capitalism’s 
endemic crisis. 

The demonization of people on welfare led up to 
its destruction in the 1990s. That was exacerbated by 
today's higher unemployment and new restrictions 
on food stamps. Food banks and soup kitchens can't 
keep up with increasing demand and more and more 
Americans, especially children, go to bed hungry. 

The current attacks might seem to come as a 
shock only if the deep racism of U.S. society is ignored. 
They bear the character of 
anti-humanism that has 
already been manifest in U.S. 
capitalism's response to its 
decades-long crisis by the 
building of the prison-industrial 
complex. 12 This has borne a 
racist, neofascist enclave in 
the heart of U.S. civilization 
that is spreading further into 
the mainstream in the guise 
of anti-labor, anti-immigrant, 
anti-woman, anti-Muslim and 
racist rhetoric and legislation. 

The resulting contra- 
dictions were evident in 
one aspect of the Wisconsin 
demonstrations. The presence 
of the prison guards’ union 
raised the question of the role of the state, itself, beside 
the question of the rights of public workers. The 
current assault by the Right will not be turned back 
without coming to terms with the last 40 years of U.S. 
capitalism's assault upon the Black and Latino working 
class. In this respect, the mass prisoner strike in a 
dozen Georgia prisons in December should be seen as 
the cutting edge of fightback against the Tea Party's 
ascendancy. 13 It was not only the first mass response, 
but in many ways the most profound. 

The prison strike was multiracial, and represented 
the voices of the most dispossessed workers. It was 
hugely significant that the Georgia prisoners used 
classic language of the labor movement, adopting the 
IWW slogan "An injury to one is an injury to all." 
Only when the fightback in the U.S. takes account of 
this country's racist history, including the Abolitionist 
roots of Marxism, and makes a point of supporting 
current efforts like this one, could it open the door to 
revolutionary stirrings as in Tunisia and Egypt. 

B. Women in the crosshairs 

Egypt showed, once again, that a crucial way the 
face of counter-revolution makes its appearance is by 
attacking women. In Egypt, it was women in Tahrir 
Square on International Women's Day who were told 
that the revolution was not for them. In the U.S. too, 
the attack on women by Tea Partyers and the Republi- 
can Party — often tolerated by the Democrats — reveals 
the retrogressionism taking deep root in the U.S. What 
was new about the attempt to destroy women's right 
and access to abortion, was how completely ruthless it 
has become with no regard for a woman’s integrity, her 
health, her ability and right to decide whether to carry 
a fetus to term, or even for her very life! 

That the most extreme anti-abortion ideology is 
being imposed on women is most clearly seen now in 
Idaho. The Idaho House of Representatives passed leg- 
islation banning abortions after 20 weeks of pregnancy 
with no exceptions for rape, incest, fetal abnormality, 
or the mental or emotional health of the woman. The 
thoughts, wishes and needs of raped women were com- 
pletely disregarded as State Rep. Shannon McMillan 

12. "We as a society are witnessing the debasement of human- 
ist respect toward fellow human beings with ever-increasing 
intensity.... The criminal has become the dart board at which 
we throw our frustrations.... It has given the ruling class, un- 
der a burgeoning ’law and order' climate, full permission to 
hold jurisdiction over an increasingly revolutionary-minded 
proletariat." — D.A. Sheldon, Voices from within the Prison 
Walls, p. 6 (News and Letters Committees, 1998). 

13. See "Prisoners STRIKE!" Jan.-Feb. 2011 N&L. 


decided that, since a fetus was blameless, the woman 
should be forced to be its vessel; and State Rep. Brent 
Crane pontificated that women are raped because of 
God's will, preaching that "He has the ability to take 
difficult, tragic, horrific circumstances and then turn 
them into wonderful examples." It seems Crane has the 
ability to take tragic events and make them even worse. 

New legislation would force a sonogram on a wom- 
an and make her view it; report miscarriages to author- 
ities and have them investigated as if they were crimes; 
and make doctors read women blatant lies as medical 
"fact." The attempt to savage Planned Parenthood, 
which uses no federal money for abortions, reveals a 
purely ideological mindset as Planned Parenthood pre- 
vents more than 620,000 unintended pregnancies and 
220,000 abortions a year. 

While the attack on women's right to control their 
own bodies is the most blatant, it is no exaggeration 
to call what is transpiring a "war on women” — espe- 
cially poor and working-class. Many have noted the 
irony that at the same time women are enduring forced 
childbirth, the Republicans want to cut 10% from the 
Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, 
Infants and Children, a program that serves 9.6 mil- 
lion each month. Their bill guts $50 million from the 
block grant for prenatal healthcare to 2.5 million poor 
women and healthcare to 31 million children each year. 
What's more: 

• Their budget plan takes $1 billion from Head 
Start, throwing 157,000 children out of pre-school. 

• Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker's plan to destroy 


the collective bargaining rights of public employees 
disproportionately impacts women's jobs, including 
nurses, teachers, healthcare workers, etc. 

• The attempt to destroy Medicare and Medicaid 
also hits women the hardest: two-thirds of the elderly 
poor are women. Another GOP bill would cut funding 
for employment services, meals, and housing for senior 
citizens. 

It is not only that women's human rights are under 
siege by the U.S. Congress and state legislators, it is 
that the barriers put up, the requirements women face, 
are themselves so grievous, that the entire Left should 
be up in arms. Given this level of attack, where is the 
solidarity with women's struggles? 

In all the demonstrations against Scott Walker's 
attempt to destroy the bargaining rights of unionized 
state workers, there was hardly a peep from the unions 
or the Left about his horrendous stand on the right of 
women to control their own bodies. He voted to gut $4 
million from the Wisconsin budget for family planning 
resources and end all funding for Planned Parenthood, 
among other fanatical proposals. 

When abortion is illegal, women die. They die and 
are maimed from back-alley butcher abortions because, 
legal or not, women are desperate to control what hap- 
pens in their own bodies. 

The point is that women's struggle for abor- 
tion rights is not a diversion from revolution, but 
a freedom demand without which real liberation 
is impossible. 

That women are fighting back is clear in the tre- 
mendous outcry against the Republicans' plan to cru- 
cify Planned Parenthood. "We stand with Planned Par- 
enthood" signs became ubiquitous, and meant as well: 
We stand for women's right to abortion. 

In Indiana, hundreds of protesters rallied at the 
statehouse in March in opposition to a proposed law 
that would require doctors to lie to women about a non- 
existent relationship between abortion and breast can- 
cer, and would ban abortions after 20 weeks of pregnan- 
cy unless there is a threat to the woman's life or health. 

Perhaps the most exciting development is the na- 
tionwide Walk For Choice (WFC) movement that has, 
like the revolts in the Middle East and North Africa, 
erupted off of social networking sites like Facebook and 
Tumblr. WFC demonstrations are taking place across 
the country. Organizers and participants are mostly 
women in their early 20s, who, if Chicago is any exam- 
ple, are fed up with established women's rights groups 
that refuse to use the word "abortion” publicly and with 
pride. They forgo march permits, and "walk for choice" 


with signs, chants and banners, through downtowns, 
campuses and neighborhoods. That they are strident 
and unashamed is a shot in the arm to the movement. 
That they are young proves that the unintended result 
of the right wing's assault on women's right to abortion 
is a renewal of the Women's Liberation Movement. 

That movement will be needed more than ever as 
the fight over the U.S. budget is just warming up. Re- 
publicans and their fanatical Tea Party supporters held 
the nation hostage to get their way on budget cuts in 
April. Democratic leaders vowed that they would “not 
throw women under the bus,” yet women in D.C. got 
run over. To get the budget passed, Democrats agreed 
to forbid the District of Columbia, poorer and Blacker 
than almost any state in the nation, from using its own 
tax dollars to pay for poor women's abortions. 

That makes it clear that Obama and the Demo- 
crats are so steeped in pragmatism that all long-fought- 
for human rights in the U.S. are in jeopardy. Nothing is 
safe, even rights that Blacks won in the bloody struggle 
for civil rights, as we celebrate the 50th anniversary of 
the Freedom Rides this year, along with the 150th an- 
niversary of the U.S. Civil War. Wisconsin proved that 
U.S. labor rights are fragile and the class war against 
workers is so retrograde that it aims at youth too, as 
several states contemplate overriding child labor laws. 

C. The U.S. wars and nuclear peril 

Unseparated from the drive to roll back all the 
gains made by freedom movements since the Civil War 
is the stench of war as a permanent element of rotting 
globalized capitalism. 

Even in Iraq, 47,000 U.S. troops are still deployed, 
months after President Obama declared, "The American 
combat mission in Iraq has ended." The Pentagon 
is angling to keep them there in spite of the Dec. 31 
deadline for their removal. Even if they are withdrawn, 
the U.S. embassy in Baghdad — the largest embassy in 
the world — is projected to have over 16,000 people on 
its staff next year, including an unknown number of 
spies and military personnel and 5,500 private security 
contractors, that is, mercenaries a la Blackwater. And, 
while at a lower level than the height of sectarian 
violence in 2006-07, mass killings are still common. 

What is all too hidden from the public eye is the 
ongoing resistance within the military. The state's 
determination to crush it is just as much a point 
of continuity between the Obama administration 
and the Bush administration as is the occupation of 
Iraq and Afghanistan. Bradley Manning, a 23-year- 
old intelligence analyst who was stationed in Iraq, 
languished for months in solitary confinement in 
the Marine prison at Quantico, Va. He is accused of 
leaking a classified video that showed American troops 
shooting Iraqi civilians from an Apache helicopter in 
2007, as well as involvement in the WikiLeaks exposure 
of thousands of secret documents from the wars in 
Afghanistan and Iraq and of secret diplomatic cables. 

Those who perpetrated the crimes, from Bush's 
invasion of Iraq in 2003 to the 2007 shootings in the 
video, are not likely to be punished, but for revealing the 
truth Manning is facing life imprisonment. 14 Without 
having been convicted, he has been held in conditions 
criticized by Amnesty International and denounced as 
"degrading and inhumane” in a letter signed by 295 U.S. 
legal scholars. A senior United Nations representative 
on torture, Juan Mendez, protested the military's 
refusal to allow him access to Manning. 

In Afghanistan the U.S. -led war rages on, now 
after nearly ten years the longest war in U.S. history. 
The July 2011 date for "beginning” to withdraw troops 
seems to have less and less meaning as the occupation 
drags on. Afghan President Hamid Karzai is pushing 
"reconciliation” with the Taliban, holding a meeting 
April 16 with Pakistani Prime Minister Yousaf Raza 
Gilani together with many other military and civilian 
leaders from the two countries. At the same time, 
Karzai's government is competing with the Taliban's 
oppression of women, by, for example, undermining 
women's shelters. About half the women in the 
country's prisons are there for fleeing domestic violence. 
The Taliban are even worse, destroying girls' schools, 
using stoning to punish "vice," and attacking women 
in myriad ways. But no real participation by women is 
foreseen if negotiations with the Taliban come to pass. 

In Pakistan, U.S. drones and special forces are 
aimed attack areas where the Taliban takes refuge. 
However, since a CIA agent was arrested after killing 
two Pakistanis — in self-defense, he says — there is a 
"fundamental rift" in relations, as Pakistan demands 
an end to drone attacks and a reduction in the presence 
of U.S. intelligence agents. 15 Pakistani fundamentalists 
are increasingly able to harass and even murder 
secularists with impunity. Looming over this tense 
situation is Pakistan's nuclear arsenal, growing at 
a rate that may soon make it the fifth-largest in the 
world, exceeding Britain's, while divided Kashmir 

continued on p. 9 

14. See http://www.bradleymanning.org/. 

15. Jane Perlez, "U.S. Rift With Pakistan Grows Over Drone 
Strikes," New York Times, 4/17/11. 



Chicago Walk For Choice demonstration against anti-abortion fanatic Joseph Scheidler in April. Banner 
reads "Abortion providers save women's lives," signs read "Stop anti-choice terrorism." 
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remains a flashpoint with nuclear-armed India. 

North Korea's recent shelling of a disputed 
island, killing South Koreans, reminded the world of 
the threat of war once again. North Korea's gradually 
accumulating nuclear arsenal greatly compounds the 
ramifications. Kim Jong-il's regime is often described 
as "socialist," but in reality it is characterized by harsh 
exploitation of workers and militaristic nationalism. 
A well-fed army and an elite wallowing in luxury 
hold down masses living in deprivation, with perhaps 
millions facing the prospect of starvation. 

As shown in our Jan. -Feb. 2011 editorial, "Back to 
the Nuclear Brink,” the nuclear buildup and aggressive 
moves from various sides not only raised the specter 
of World War III but underscored the urgency of the 
Marxist-Humanist perspective: the opposite of war is 
not peace, but revolution. The constant recurrence of 
wars and threats of wars demonstrates the insufficiency 
of opposing war without raising a banner of a society on 
new human foundations that would abolish the roots 
of war in social relations — a banner of revolution in 
permanence. 

III. Japan: earthquake, 
tsunami and meltdown 

Nuclear power — which came into being to mask the 
genocidal nature of the nuclear arsenal first used by the 
U.S. to decimate Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan — is a 
key dimension of the tragedy tormenting Japan since 
the March 11 magnitude 9.0 earthquake and tsunami. 
By mid-April, close to 14,000 were counted dead and 
14,000 missing. Survivors came together in the best 
human spirit to help each other in dire conditions. 
However, the already gargantuan toil of rescue, relief 
and reconstruction has been infinitely complicated 
by the hazards presented by the ruined Fukushima 
Daiichi nuclear plant. 

Radioactive materials 
released by its damaged 
reactors disrupted 
fishing, agriculture 

and even emergency 
operations at the plant 
itself. 

The one-two punch 
of the earthquake and 
tsunami caused what 
Japanese had been told 
"can't happen here": 
the emergency cooling 
systems failed. A series 
of explosions, fires and 
partial meltdowns hit 
the plant's six reactors 
and their storage ponds 
for highly radioactive, hot and toxic spent fuel. Pieces 
of the dangerous fuel rods were scattered up to a mile 
away. In the weeks since — with no end in sight — the 
plant has spewed radioactive steam and water into the 
air, ocean, groundwater and soil. Regulators have found 
vegetables, milk and meat — and drinking water as far 
away as Tokyo — exceeding legal limits for radiation. 
Concentrations of radioactive iodine up to 7.5 million 
times the legal limit were measured in nearby seawater. 

The task of trying to keep the reactors and spent 
fuel ponds from exploding in a much worse way — like 
Chernobyl in 1986 — will continue for months. What 
little can be done to clean up the area and contain the 
materials will take even longer. The contamination goes 
well beyond the government's official evacuation zone, 
which has been criticized as much too small by the 
nuclear-friendly International Atomic Energy Agency, 
the U.S. government, and a coalition of 168 Japanese 



citizens' groups. 

Both the government and the plant's owner, 
TEPCO, were totally unprepared for the situation, as is 
evident from their bumbling efforts in trying to prevent 
further explosions and meltdowns and stem the leak of 
radioactive water. The failure of one improvisation after 
another, together with the stream of misinformation, 
were reminiscent of BP's panicky response to its oil spill 
in the Gulf of Mexico one year earlier. However, in the 
midst of the confusion, TEPCO did manage to submit 
to regulators its plans to build two more reactors at the 
devastated plant! 

The situation would be far worse if not for 
the heroic efforts of the nuclear workers — many 
of whom are low-paid, temporary laborers who 
perform the most dangerous jobs. They are 
thrown into unknown radiation levels, because 
so many measurement instruments were knocked 
out by the explosions or by levels of radiation 
they are not designed to withstand. 

Documents obtained from the U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission contradicted its public 
reassurances that this country's nuclear plants are 
better prepared for catastrophic events like earthquakes, 
hurricanes and bombings than Japan's. Moreover, last 
year U.S. nukes had 14 "near-miss” events — including 
some emergency cooling system failures, a key factor 
in Japan's current troubles. Meanwhile, the discovery 
of radioactive contamination of water in South Dakota, 
including in a number of Native American reservations, 
highlights the long-lasting threat from abandoned 
uranium mines, which are but one step in the nuclear 
cycle. 16 Yet President Obama is still pushing a "nuclear 
renaissance "! 

After each industrial disaster, capitalism seems to 
take more steps to repeat than to prevent that type of 
disaster. One year after BP’s Gulf of Mexico oil spill, two 
protests called attention to how it is still harming people 

and the environment, 
while deep-water oil 
drilling permits are 
again being issued with 
only minor changes in 
protective measures: 1) 
an April 14 protest by 
Louisiana victims of the 
oil spill, together with 
locked-out construction 
workers, at BP's annual 
shareholder meeting 
in London, England; 
2) an April 18 sit-in by 
50 young activists at 
the U.S. Department 
of the Interior, with 
300 more protesting 
outside, demanding a 
clean energy future, and denouncing the Department's 
routine approval of deep-water oil drilling and massive 
coal mining, including the destruction of Appalachian 
mountains. 

The disasters wrought by state-capitalism 
keep pointing to the truth of what Marx wrote 
long before human beings had learned to split 
the atom: 'To have one basis for life and another 
for science is a priori a lie." 

Like the BP spill, each nuclear accident reveals 
that lie manifested as the fetishism of science. The 
glorification of "infallible" science, as opposed to 
the human being, as the repository of all truth and 
creativity, is the natural outgrowth of a society where 
living labor is dominated by dead labor (capital) 
incorporating science within itself. Science appears 
to have appropriated all the attributes of life, and 
human beings must serve its dictates. The ideology 
is perpetuated not just for its own sake but because 
it serves to hide capitalism's total dependence on 
exploitation of labor. 

Opposition to nuclear power has surged once 
again since the Fukushima Daiichi accident, with 
demonstrations in several countries. That includes 
Germany, where the government quickly reversed its 
policy, now promising to close all nuclear reactors by 
2020; and India, where one protester was killed during 
an attack on a police station close to a proposed plant 
site in an earthquake-prone area. In Japan itself, not 
only have there been weekly demonstrations calling for 
all the country's nuclear reactors to be shut down, the 
same call has for the first time come from the National 
Japan Fisheries Union, while activists appealed to stop 
schools in contaminated zones from opening. 

The truth is that state-capitalism's drive for ever 
greater production compels production of ever more 
energy from whatever source, flouting all scientific 
findings on the threat posed to humanity, whether 
from radiation or from climate change. Truly, the only 
solution can come, not from a new energy technology 

16. See "NRC’s Record in 2010: A UCS Assessment," report 
by David Wright for the Union of Concerned Scientists, and 
Talli Naumann, "Radiation high on South Dakota reserva- 
tions," Native Sun News, 3/31/11. 


but from what Karl Marx called "human power which 
is its own end." That can become the real principle of 
society only when it is no longer ruled by the law of 
value, the domination of dead over living labor — when 
revolution succeeds not only in overthrowing the old 
but in creating the new, truly human society. 

IV. Revolution, organization 
and philosophy 

"The question of 'What happens after?' 
gains crucial importance because of what 
it signals in self-development and self- 
flowering — 'revolution in permanence.' No one 
knows what it is, or can touch it, or decide upon 
it before it appears. It is not the task that can 
be fulfilled in just one generation. That is why 
it remains so elusive, and why the abolition of 
the division between mental and manual labor 
sounds utopian. It has the future written all 
over it.... 

"In a word, as opposed to the Party, we put 
forth a body of ideas that spells out the second 
negativity which continues the revolution 
in permanence after victory.... Full self- 
development of Man /Woman that leads to truly 
new human relationships remains the goal. " 

— Raya Dunayevskaya, 
The Year of Only 8 Months 

The way the world’s crises and struggles call out 
for revolution in permanence makes it imperative to 
dig into the dialectics of organization and philosophy. 
History shows that organization bereft of philosophy 
of revolution leads at best to yet another revolution 
stopped halfway — and once the forward motion is 
stopped, the backward motion takes over. 

The crises wracking the U.S. and Japan make it 
abundantly clear that the new society struggling to be 
born out of the Arab revolutions cannot be achieved by 
copying the "advanced" industrial lands' democracy 
and science, shackled and perverted by capitalism. 17 

The pressure to halt halfway to liberation does not 
come only from the rulers. Even some of the Egyptian 
movement's leaders called for it to halt after Mubarak's 
fall. Amr Ezz of the April 6 Youth Movement said, "Now, 
the role of the regular people has ended and the role of 
the politicians begins. Now, we can begin negotiations 
with the military in order to plan the coming phase." 18 

It is not that Ezz is one to settle for bourgeois 
democracy out of disregard for the struggles and 
demands of workers. The April 6 Youth Movement 
began in support of textile workers in Muhalla al- 
Kubra who had called for a national general strike 
in 2008. Nevertheless, the pull to stop short makes 
itself felt, whether from fear of provoking the counter- 
revolution or from fear of the totality of change that 
revolution reaches for — or from ideological obfuscation 
that portrays counter-revolution as revolution, whether 
that is Stalin's state-capitalism or Khomeini's Islamic 
Republic. 

Ezz and others had to modify their position after 
the Army's treachery culminated in the April 9-10 
attacks on protesters in Tahrir Square. It is this 
situation that led the youth to ask, "What has happened 
to our revolution?" On April 10 the Revolutionary Youth 
Coalition, including Amr Ezz, condemned the military's 
violence, suspended talks with its Supreme Council, the 
junta running the state, and threatened more sit-ins. 

At the same time the military, hand in hand with 
the Muslim Brotherhood, has been working to funnel 
everything into the "normal" channels of the bourgeois 
state: negotiations with the junta and preparations for 
elections. 

In this situation the revolution's 
Teaderless" character was called into question. 
"Leaderlessness" did make clear that masses 
of people in motion are not seeking yet 
another leadership, and are reaching for self- 
determination in their own lives. And yet, 
leaderlessness could not substitute for theory. As 
long as the movement's meaning is not grasped 
and made explicit as a category on whose basis 
the revolution acts, it is in danger of being lost. 

The passage of the Army's constitutional 
referendum by more than 75% shows how little a new 
parliament will represent the revolution. History 
long ago showed that elections within the old state 
form, even if it has been reformed, are the road to the 

continued on p. 10 

17. On Europe, which is stumbling from one national bailout/ 
austerity program to another as it fails to emerge from the 
Great Recession and wallows in anti-immigrant hysteria no 
less toxic than the North American variety, see "European 
revolts confront economic and political crises," by Ron Kelch, 
Jan.-Feb. 2011 N&L. 

18. Outside Egypt, many on the Left held that the masses 
"need to acquire the kind of political education that can be 
achieved only through a long-term practise of democracy." 
Quoted from "Whither Egypt?" by Gilbert Achcar and Fa- 
rooq Sulehria, Feb. 5, 2011, http://www.zcommunications. 
org/whither-egypt-by-gilbert-achcar 



On March 20, nine days after Japan's earthquake, 1,000 people gathered next 
to the National Assembly building in Paris, France, to protest nuclear power. 
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destruction of the forms of power the masses were 
beginning to build for themselves. New parties being 
organized are not "leaderless," and are in great danger 
of being incorporated into the state system. 

Some Marxist groups, in Egypt and elsewhere, 
think they have the answer: build a revolutionary 
socialist vanguard party. History has also shown how 
vanguard parties that take power are prone to transform 
into opposite. The problem is not, as these parties 
believe, finding the right leaders. What is needed is not 
an individual or a party to be leader, but philosophy as 
the key — the philosophy of revolution in permanence, 
functioning as an integral part of revolution. 

RESISTING HALFWAY REVOLUTIONS 

The pull to stop short was also expressed in the 
desire to make the revolution "non-ideological." That is 
supposedly the only way to unite all the forces of revolt, 
and at the same time it is an effort to avoid a takeover 
by Islamists. 

Confusing ideology with philosophy, the "non- 
ideological" approach was a manifestation of the 
longstanding theoretical void, which robs the revolution 
of any banner of total transformation. Without such a 
vision of new human relations, it is left entirely up to 
the spontaneous actions of the masses to resist the pull 
to stop halfway. That means settling for some concrete 
gains but giving up the real achievements of the 
revolution: the self-activity and self-development of the 
Subject, the new relations established, and the forms of 
organization the masses created spontaneously. 

It is that self-activity that creates the basis for 
workers' control of production, for breaking the law 
of value, for establishing a new society in which the 
division between mental and manual labor can be 
broken down. Without it, a new democracy cannot break 
out of the serious crises plaguing the world. With it, a 
banner of freedom can encourage the rest of the world 
to move to break away from capitalism and its crises. 

The dialectic of revolts and counter-revolutions 
shows that a banner of total freedom that roots 
itself in the self-activity of the masses demands an 
organizational expression. Dialectics of organization 
and philosophy is not only about mass associations 
arising from the struggle, nor the elitist party, but 
about the kind of group that is with the masses and is 
organized around the movement from theory. 19 

Without organizational responsibility for the 
philosophy of liberation, the high points of revolution 
can be lost, rather than being expanded, deepened, and 
raised as a banner to engage the strongest solidarity 
from the masses around the world. 

To address this historic problem, we are completing 
a new edition of selected writings by Dunayevskaya 
on Karl Marx. Key in this is the significance of 
Marx's Critique of the Gotha Program, and how that 
significance was lost on post-Marx Marxists. The 1875 
Gotha Program was the basis for unity between two 
organizations, one Marxist and one Lassallean, to form 
a new socialist party. It is not the specific doctrines so 
much as the approach to organization and to revolution 
that makes it so revealing of the fundamental flaws of 
today's organizations as well. 

Marx's critique exposed the limitations, not 
only of the Lassallean theory underlying the Gotha 
Program, but of the way principles were compromised 
to achieve unity. He raised a concept of organization 
as inseparable from theory, from a vision of the new 
society, from revolution in permanence — as opposed to 
the Lassallean conception of organization that became 
accepted by Marx's followers. 

The fact that Marx's concept did not become the 
basis for post-Marx Marxist organizing — even by the 
greatest revolutionaries such as Lenin, Luxemburg and 
Trotsky — impelled Dunayevskaya to work on dialectics 
of organization and philosophy. It began with digging 
into the meaning of the Critique of the Gotha Program 
with her "Philosopher of Permanent Revolution and 
Organization Man," which will be one of the key 
writings in our new edition of selected writings by 
Dunayevskaya on Marx. 

In contrast to the way post-Marx Marxists had 
separated their concept of organization from Marx's 
concept of revolution, this writing grasps his Critique 
of the Gotha Program as a return to the dialectic of 
negativity, worked out as revolution in permanence; 
what is crucial is the perspective of a totally classless 
society, which "concretely.. .arose from the critique of 
the supposedly socialist program," and "what would 
be required to make that real." The Critique does 
not provide a formula, but rather holds up a vision 
of second negativity: what is achieved by revolution 
necessarily begins as an incomplete transcendence of 
capitalism and existing society's many alienations. It 
must continue the transformations until the antithesis 
between mental and manual labor breaks down, and 
labor becomes no longer a mere means of life but its 
prime necessity. No post-Marx Marxist had grasped 

19. See The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism, pp. 

9-10, 23-40, 42-43. 


this as showing the principles on which revolutionary 
organization needs to be based. 

This year's moment of revolution and counter- 
revolution intiated by the Arab Spring raises a 
crucial aspect of Dunayevskaya' s work on dialectics of 
organization and philosophy: what happens to the new 
forms of self-organization that spring from spontaneous 
mass actions. These forms "are correct, as against 
the elitism and ossification of the Party," yet they are 
not the absolute opposite of the Party-to-Lead. 20 One 
way this is seen is when these forms get "taken over" 
by political organizations such as vanguard parties. 
Dunayevskaya's examination found that there is more 
to it. 

The history of revolutions shows that masses are 
not satisfied with spontaneous action but "look to be 
taken over" in the sense of searching for an organization 
to bring together theory and practice against the 
tendency to stop dead with the conquest of state power. 
But the kinds of organization of thought that are ready 
to offer themselves to take over the movement fall short 
of a unity of theory and practice measuring up to the 
altogether new beginnings sought from below. 

The concept of revolution in permanence, and what 
happens after the conquest of power — which has not yet 
come to pass in any of this year's revolutions — actually 
impinges on questions of organization and struggle now. 
The vision of liberation and what is needed to make it 
real are a concrete challenge to tendencies in thought 
and organization who would have the movement 
stop halfway and are ready to take over the forms of 
organization that issued from spontaneity. 

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER? 

The revolutions and counter-revolutions of 2011 
bring new urgency to the questions that begin another 
of the writings that will be in the new collection of 
Dunayevskaya on Marx, "A Post-World War II View of 
Marx's Humanism, 1843-83; Marxist-Humanism in the 
1950s and 1980s”: 

"The two-fold problematic of our age is: 1) What 
happens after the conquest of power? 2) Are there ways 
for new beginnings when there is so much reaction, 
so many aborted revolutions, such turning of the 
clock backward in the most technologically advanced 
lands?" 21 

What is developed in this essay, and in the context 
of the whole collection, is the dialectic of human 
development, on what kind of labor human beings 
should do, on the Man/Woman relationship as well 
as "the relationship of party to spontaneity, of mass 
to leadership, of philosophy to reality,” on Marx's 
multilinear approach, which allowed no blueprints for 
the future, as against the unilinearism of post-Marx 
Marxism. Thus, new illumination is cast, not only on 
the Humanism of Marx, but on the world today. 

Therefore, at the forefront of our tasks for 2011- 
2012 is publishing this collection. Both in itself and 
as a new vantage point on the whole body of Marxist- 
Humanist writings, it gives us a fresh start toward 
working out dialectics of organization and philosophy, 
which is of the essence for the current moment of world 
development, and yet no one, including us, has worked 
it out. 

V. Marxist-Humanist Tasks 

1. We begin with completing the collection of 
Selected Writings by Raya Dunayevskaya on Marx. In 
publishing this book for the world, we present it as our 
intervention in the freedom movements and today's 
battle of ideas. 

2. The revolutions and counter-revolutions in the 
Arab world bring new urgency to the production of a 
new edition of a Marxist-Humanist pamphlet on the 
Middle East, as discussed in Part I. 

3. We will continue News & Letters, the only Marxist- 
Humanist journal in the world, as a print publication 
and on our website. The challenge is to work out a unity 
of theory and practice, in which the voices of workers, 
women, youth, people of color and LGBTQ people are 
unseparated from the articulation of a philosophy of 
liberation. In those voices we find the new passions and 
forces for the reconstruction of society, which can enrich 
our ideas if we practice the breakdown of that most 
monstrous class division, the division between mental 
and manual labor. We will endeavor to increase access 
to the writings of Raya Dunayevskaya on the internet. 

4. The most urgent task is membership growth 
to make possible carrying out our perspectives on the 
way to revolution and the creation of a new world on 
truly human foundations. Dialectics of Organization 
and Philosophy, which involves the integrality of 
organization of thought with organization of living 
revolutionaries, remains abstract if it becomes 
separated from organizational growth. 

— The Resident Editorial Board, April 20, 2011 

20. See The Year of Only 8 Months, p. 11; The Philosophic Mo- 
ment of Marxist-Humanism, pp. 14-15. 

21. "A Post-World War II View of Marx's Humanism, 1843-83; 
Marxist-Humanism in the 1950s and 1980s,” Bosnia-Her- 
zegovina: Achilles Heel of Western 'Civilization' (News and 
Letters, 1996), p. 93. 


South Africa: ’No Land! 
No House! No Vote!’ 



Editor's note: Zimasa Lerumo is coordinator of 
Abahlali baseMjondolo-Western Cape Youth Project and 
involved in the "No Land! No House! No Vote!" cam- 
paign. Their campaign for South Africa's 2011 elections 
declares: "No! to Capitalist Democracy. No! toANC, DA, 
ID, COPE, UDM policies that lead to water cutoffs, elec- 
tricity cutoffs, and forced evictions. " They will no longer 
support the politicians who continue a new form of eco- 
nomic apartheid. Seventeen years since the fall of the 
old regime, the shackdwellers' movement declares: "We 
are still struggling for real freedom, a freedom that will 
recognize the equal humanity of everyone." 

I was born Sept. 27, 1990, in Cape Town and I grew 
up in Eastern Cape in a small rural area called Edipha- 
la. Life was easy but things changed when my parents 
got divorced and my mother went to Johannesburg so 
that me and my brother could have a better life. 

She left me with her younger sisters who treated 
me well but life was not easy. When I was in fourth 
grade, mother called me to Johannesburg. We lived in 
suburbs, in a flat, and went to a white school. When I 
started high school mom lost her job and life started to 
be difficult, but I finished eighth grade. 

My aunt told my mother that I must come to Cape 
Town and live with her. Life in Cape Town was horribly 
difficult because I was not used to the situation. Five of 
us lived in a small shack, in a very small area called QQ 
Section in an environment where you can not even go to 
the toilet, you have to use a plastic container. We threw 
our dirt in a place called a dirty place (inyhunyhu) 
across the street and got sick because the environment 
isn't clean — especially for kids, who play next to it. 

I met new friends. They were quite good but 
weren't going to school. We did bad things, e.g., we used 
to drink while we were writing our exams, go to par- 
ties and sometimes not study. Sadly, I got the drinking 
results: I failed my matric, but luckily got a chance to 
write the two subjects that I failed. 

While I was waiting to rewrite my supplementary 
exam, I used to sit the whole day, unemployed but for 
the Abahlali baseMjondolo (ABM) organization. ABM 
works to make a better life for people who live in shacks. 
We are trying to push government to do the work that 
people expect them to do: building houses with elec- 
tricity, clean water and toilets, in a safe environment. 
That's a good thing for me because I'm also trying to 
make a change in people's lives and my own life, too. 

The only thing the government tells us to do is 
vote. I told myself that I’m not gonna 'cause I don't see 
the reason of voting because it doesn't make a differ- 
ence in my life. It’s making it worse. The only thing they 
do is lie, and at the end of the day nothing is happening. 
They give us hopes that will never be true. 

I will never vote while I still live in such a state, 
while the people of South Africa are still living in hell. 
It’s not like the government doesn't have money. They're 
wasting money on unnecessary things like building 
new stadiums or Gautrain [the high speed train that 
serves the wealthy]. 
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Immigrant rights are workers' rights 


Los Angeles — At a March 5 gathering sponsored by 
the Southern California Immigration Coalition (SCIC), 
over 60 people gathered to address immigrant workers' 
concerns, such as stopping the attacks on and the abuse 
of vendors, the need for "Legalization now," abolishing 
H.R. 1070, and ending police harassment and brutality. 

An LAPD officer shot and killed Carlos Jimenez, 
a young unarmed Guatemalan, last September, which 
resulted in days of mass protests. A Latina asked for 
support because her son Johnathan Cuevas was killed 
by L.A. County sheriff s deputies Oct. 10. A Latino said, 
"Keep the police out of the community, they never solve 
our problems. Gang members give police the excuse to 
abuse the community." 

A Guatemalan spoke of 36 years of U.S. interven- 
tion including creation of death squads starting in 1954. 
He said 46 million people live in poverty. "We have a 
right to a job, to education, to think for ourselves.” 

Another Guatemalan said the long history of ex- 
treme poverty is why 10% of Guatemalans live in the 
U.S. and the right to migrate for economic reasons is 
a human right under the UN Declaration of Human 
Rights. 

A few weeks later on March 26, 10,000 workers and 
their unions marched and rallied to stop layoffs, fur- 
loughs, and cuts in salary and benefits. On that same 
day, the SCIC hosted a national organizing gather- 
ing for immigrant rights with the theme "Immigrant 
Rights Are Workers' Rights." 

Criminalizing undocumented immigrants is a fun- 
damental problem. A day labor organizer said that the 
"Secure Communities Program" (SC) is racial profiling. 
Under SC, police act as immigration agents, supposed- 
ly targeting criminals. In Riverside County, 45% of im- 
migrants detained had committed no crime. A Latina 
said there's a lack of legal defense for those in detention 
and 80% of the deported are Mexicans. 

SC is an attack on the immigrant communities just 
as Los Angeles's "Safe Cities Initiative” is an attack on 
the homeless on Skid Row. In both cases, it is criminal- 

'Man in a cage' 

Amarillo, Texas — The people in charge of this prison 
unit's law library (which is in charge of providing indi- 
gent inmates with supplies and postage) flex their sup- 
posed power on the poor prisoners. They are known to 
openly and willfully interfere with inmates' legal work 
and appeals, while being free to abuse the poor who are 
incarcerated at this unit. 

My mind is on the Devil's Work, the written law 
of this land called Texas. And since I am self repre- 
sented, poor, not schooled in the law, or have the right 
last name and am an inmate of the prison system, I 
just don't stand a chance in the face of the level of cor- 
ruption in this state, or the amount of open bias of the 
federal court system. But I refuse to just lay down and 
take it. 

For example, I was raped on May 8, 2007 at the TD- 
CJ-CID Neal Unit in Amarillo, Texas, by state employ- 
ees. They digitally recorded the whole thing. I filed a § 
1983 civil rights complaint and told the federal court 
(and later the 5th Circuit Court of Appeals) that a video 
existed of the whole episode and that it clearly shows 
criminal acts, torture and rape. I begged the Court to 
not only preserve the video through a court order but 
also to order the video to be produced and entered into 
the record so that all of the "he said, she said, " BS could 
be set aside and the Court could make a determina- 
tion of whether there were constitutional and criminal 
violations. 

The corrupt court refused to grant my motion for 
production and denied my motion to preserve the re- 
cords. Since I'm poor, a nobody, an inmate — no one 
cares and law enforcement refuses to act. 

— Man In A Cage 

$31 'crime' = 10 years 

Lawton, Okla. — Patricia Marilyn Spottedcrow, a 
25-year-old nursing home worker and mother of four 
children, from Kingfisher, Okla., was arrested for sell- 
ing $31 worth of marijuana to a police informant in De- 
cember of 2009 and sentenced to 10 years in prison. 

"It just seemed like easy money,” said Spottedcrow, 
"I thought we could get some extra money. I've lost ev- 
erything because of it." This is her first offence. 

Cases like this are evidence of how capitalists are 
cracking down on working people across the board. 
Wages are brutally low in many industries and some 
workers need to supplement their income any way they 
can. Sometimes this can involve illegal means such as 
selling drugs. 

Such a harsh sentence by the Oklahoma courts for 
such a small sale of a largely harmless drug suggests 
the real intent: crack down on those workers who do not 
accept the going standard of living and do not acknowl- 
edge the legal limits on self-help. A support site has 
been set up on facebook for this case. 

— K.H. 


izing poverty created by the capitalist system itself. As 
a Latina stated, the North American Free Trade Agree- 
ment and the Central American Free Trade Agreement 
have resulted in much migration. One man said, "They 
call blaming the victims of their plight democracy.' 
Boycott Arizona!!” 

Other demands were: stop the ICE raids and the 
separation of families by detention or deportation; is- 
sue regular drivers licenses, not special ones for immi- 
grants; end Bracero (guest workers) programs; recog- 
nize the rights of workers (including day workers) to 
organize; stop the militarization of the border where 
there are privatized armies; tear down the border wall 
and prosecute racist vigilante groups. In summary, end 
criminal charges and prosecution based on a person's 
immigration status. 

One way to stop the worldwide imperialist eco- 
nomic policies is for the workers of the world to unite. 
A start would be a show of solidarity with immigrants 
on May Day. 

• 

On April 6, 500 Latino immigrant workers and 
their supporters marched and rallied in high spirits 
in downtown Los Angeles for full rights for immigrant 
workers. 

Among the participants were Laborers' Interna- 
tional Union of North America, Full Rights for Im- 
migrants Coalition, Coalition for Humane Immigrant 
Rights-L.A., Full Rights for All Field Workers, South- 
ern California District Council of Laborers, and Left 
groups including News and Letters Committees. 

The demonstration focused on women's rights and 
opposed "ripping apart" families. There were chants, 
"Obama! Escucha, mujeres en la lucha!" (Listen, Obama, 
women are in the struggle!) There were many picket 
signs with photos of a little girl in tears and the words, 
"Janet Napolitano, don't take my parents away, stop de- 
portations!!” Other signs read, "Timothy Bishop — don't 
take my parents away" and "Tom Harkin — don't take 
my parents away." 

A speaker said, "We are in modern slavery. Immi- 
grants suffer the most in an economic crisis. Women 
are not the problem, they are the solution.” A speaker 
protested that Obama is continuing Bush's policy. A 
banner quoted M.L. King, Jr.: "Justice delayed is justice 
denied” and a speaker quoted Malcolm X: "This country 
isn't a democracy, it's a hypocrisy." 

— Basho 


QUEERNOTES 


by Elise 

Middle school student Noah Hornik of Palo Alto, 
Cal., is organizing the "It Gets Indie" benefit concert 
in San Francisco's Great American Music Hall to raise 
awareness and support prevention of Queer youth sui- 
cide. Noah was motivated by suicides of Queer youth, 
witnessing numerous incidents of harassment, and the 

passage of Proposition 8. 

* * * 

As U.S. Congressman Barney Frank announced 
plans in early April to reintroduce the federal Employ- 
ment Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA) — this time gen- 
der identity inclusive — Transgender woman Meghan 
Stabler gave powerful testimony in favor of the pro- 
posed Texas ENDA introduced by Representative Mike 
Villareal. Her demotions, and the pay reductions that 
came with them, forced her to struggle to maintain her 
home and pay child support. One of her friends was 
fired after announcing plans to transition to being a 

woman, and had to leave Texas to get work. 

* * * 

Prime Minister Igor Luksic will provide police 
protection to the participants at the May 31 first-ever 
Pride parade in Montenegro, a conservative country 
which has shown hostility towards Queer people. Luk- 
sic said, "Let the people take a walk and we will show 
that we are civilized.” Civilized enough, Luksic hopes 
for Montenegro to become part of the European Union. 
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Anti-Eviction Campaign 



Chicago — Cook County's Anti-Eviction Campaign 
activities include rallies, meetings with Illinois Attor- 
ney General Lisa Madigan, door-to-door canvassing in 
Chicago neighborhoods where there are many foreclo- 
sures and talking to people who come to foreclosure 
court. 

On March 24 we rallied at Bank of America with a 
pink pig made of wire and tape that was filled with gold 
coins (fake ones filled with chocolate). We whacked the 
pig and "got back our money." Then we marched to the 
Illinois Attorney General's office and delivered a letter 
demanding that banks be prosecuted for their illegal 
foreclosures and that people being foreclosed be given 
relief. Madigan has promised us a meeting. We have 
contacted her office for an appointment, but so far no 
commitment. 

We begin by asking the people being foreclosed to 
help us organize, talking to them about their situation. 
Sometimes we explain the credit default swap to them 
and, for the first time, they understand why banks won't 
renegotiate their mortgages and how much money the 
banks have to gain by stonewalling and aggressively 
evicting them from their homes. But a plaintiff s lawyer 
handed our literature to the sheriffs deputy on duty 
who made us leave. People who are going through very 
tough times show up unable to afford legal representa- 
tion, while the courthouse is crawling with well-paid 
plaintiff s lawyers. We are not lawyers. Our purpose is 
to organize people so they can help each other resist 
being thrown out of their homes. Standing together in 
large number is the key. 

Now we are appealing to the Chief Judge, Timothy 
Evans, for status as an "approved group" so we can con- 
tinue to talk to people, organize them, help them cope 
and give some hope. We have drafted a statement for 
anyone who wants to vouch for us and request that the 
Judge approve our group. 

Fisher Shapiro, attorneys for Fannie Mae, were 
recently cited for 1,700 robo-signed mortgages and 
foreclosures. At the Anti-Eviction Campaign we are 
sure this is just the tip of the iceberg on illegal doings. 
However, the Attorney General gave them a pass, by 
allowing them to admit their "error" and re-file their 
foreclosures. Thus, the homeowner comes to court, the 
foreclosure is vacated and Fisher Shapiro files it legally 
the next day. 

It's not news to most readers of News & Letters but 
it must be said: these goings on are very much against 
the working class and the unemployed. Closing down a 
house disrupts even a stable family. Ultimately an en- 
tire neighborhood is scattered and destroyed. But we 
will keep trying to organize the poor and fight our de- 
tractors. Results will come, but it will take longer than 
we want it to. 

— January 

CUNY student walkout 

New York — Over 100 students at Queens College 
City University of New York (CUNY) walked out of 
classes on March 31, protesting state budget cuts that 
would affect not only the cost but the quality of their 
education. Students are alarmed at the impending 
teacher layoffs and the curtailment of curriculum. The 
students marched onto one of New York's busiest high- 
ways, the Long Island Expressway, completely stopping 
traffic. 

A participant said: "Cynicism is very widespread. 
U.S. schools teach that revolution begins moderately 
but then becomes radical. U.S. cynicism is seen even 
in TV satires, which deep down express belief in Mar- 
garet Thatcher's statement 'there is no alternative' to 
capitalism. Even in 2008 people went along with capi- 
talism. The myths of the Tea Party harness the anger 
against capitalism. There are few capitalist ideologues 
on campuses but many accept the idea, 'It sucks, but it's 
all we’ve got.' Consciousness is a big problem. 

"I have been working with student organizations 
since 2008, with disappointing results. The Tea Party 
has taken the advantage. But today's demonstration re- 
minds me that only after the worst of the Great Depres- 
sion was over was there the most fight and the greatest 
gains for labor." 

— Brian 
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Gbagbo's last stand 


WORLD* VIEW 


by Gerry Emmett 

The arrest of former President Laurent Gbagbo by 
NATO and Ivorian opposition forces will not solve the 
problems that plague Ivory Coast. Gbagbo's rise and 
fall does represent, in microcosm, the long tragedy of 
Africa's unfinished revolutions. 

Gbagbo's fall began in earnest when he falsely 
claimed victory in last year's long-delayed presidential 
election (supposed to have been held in 2005). Despite 
losing the popular vote, Gbagbo had himself sworn in 
as president once again on Dec. 10. Since then, thou- 
sands have died and up to a million people have become 
refugees from violence as Gbagbo’s forces fought mili- 
tias loyal to his challenger, Alassane Ouattara. 

There has been vicious fighting with atrocities 
committed by Gbagbo's forces, but also by Ouattara’s 
militias — the worst single massacre killed up to 900 
residents of Duekoue, inhabited by Gbagbo's ethnic 
group, the Bete. Despite new President Ouattara's 
promises of reconciliation, the longstanding divisions 
between South and North, Catholic and Muslim, have 
again been exacerbated. 

GBAGBO FAILS HIS 'IDEALS' 

Gbagbo's rise was of another order. He was a union 
activist with socialist sympathies opposed to the regime 
of President Felix Houphouet-Boigny, who was close to 
the former colonial power, France. With his wife Sim- 
one, also a union leader and "Marxist," he founded the 
Ivorian Popular Front, with ties to the French Socialist 
Party. At that time, Alassane Ouattara was a part of 
Houphouet-Boigny' s right-wing government. 

After Houphouet-Boigny' s death in 1993, Gbagbo 
rose to electoral prominence and won a disputed presi- 
dential election in 2000. A pro-Gbagbo revolt in the 
military allowed him to take office that October. In ad- 
dition to his avowed "socialist" agenda, he adopted the 
utterly reactionary idea of Ivoirite that his predeces- 
sor had initiated: Muslims, members of certain tribes, 
and immigrants weren't "true Ivorians," thus watering 
with blood the roots of the current crisis. (An important 
aspect of the Muslim Ouattara's electoral victory is its 
challenge to "Ivoirite.") 

His rule, however, did nothing to change the con- 
ditions of exploitation that Ivory Coast's workers and 
farmers faced. Ivory Coast is a major world producer 
of cocoa, and its farmers are wildly exploited by huge 
agribusiness like Archer Daniels Midland, Cargill, and 
Barry Callebaut. In an important article in The Na- 
tion, James North describes the economic background 
to Ivory Coast's tortured politics: Ivory Coast "has done 
just about everything mainstream Western economists 
suggested — and it remains trapped in poverty. The 
country concentrated on growing and exporting prod- 
ucts it was 'good' at, cocoa and also coffee, instead of 
trying to industrialize. But the chronically low world 
prices for these products kept the country poor” ("The 
Roots of the Cote d'Ivoire Crisis,” April 25, 2011). 

While Gbagbo had some issues with France, he 
did nothing to change Ivory Coast's exploitative rela- 
tions with world capitalism. He did, however, cultivate 
friendly relations with the fundamentalist Christian 
Right in the U.S., leaving Pat Robertson as one of his 
few prominent cheerleaders as state power slipped 
away. That Gbagbo's last foreign supporters were a 
bizarre mixture of the Right and Left (Workers World 
Party, for example) shows the basic incoherence of 
much of the Left's attitude to Africa and its revolu- 

China clamps down 

State security forces in China have widened their 
crackdown on public dissent begun Feb. 17 after online 
calls for a "jasmine revolution" in China on the model of 
Tunisia and Egypt. Because calls for anti-government 
demonstrations each Sunday had originated outside 
China, in the U.S., the authorities used that as a pre- 
text for ferreting out dissenters and electronically at- 
tacking access to websites. 

More than 50 activists and artists are known to 
have been arrested or disappeared since February. Po- 
lice have detained over 100 lawyers, those who have 
represented peasants, workers and activists in the 
past, to chill their ability to defend dissenters. 

The most prominent opponent of the regime ar- 
rested so far, artist Ai Weiwei, is known not only for 
his design work on Beijing’s 2008 Olympic Stadium, but 
also as the son of poet Ai Qing, who spent decades jailed 
or exiled under Mao Zedong. 

The forces of freedom in the Tunisian and Egyp- 
tian revolutions haunt the Chinese regime as well. 
It has long demonized ethnic Uyghurs in Xinjiang as 
"Muslim extremists" and executes opponents for "ter- 
rorist" acts. Repression continues over the young work- 
ers — including the unemployed — whose production has 
enriched the ruling class worldwide. Revolutions do not 
break out just because somebody sets a date for it, but 
the stifling of dissent indicates that the Party fears the 
timetable of the Chinese masses. 

— Bob McGuire 


tionary history. A good example of what Frantz Fanon 
called the laziness of intellectuals. 

AFRICA NEEDS SOCIAL REVOLUTION 

It is true that Gbagbo has traits in common with 
other African rulers who have abandoned their earlier 
ideals, like Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe. But Ivory 
Coast's deep-rooted economic and social problems are 
also shared by countries like Nigeria, where the recent 
election of President Goodluck Jonathon saw fighting 
between North and South, Christian and Muslim, with 
tens of thousands rendered homeless. 

The lesson of all the unfinished African revolu- 
tions is clear enough: African democracy will be revo- 
lutionary democracy, or it will not be. The Gbagbos or 
Mugabes who attempt to create halfway houses will 
only produce greater misery and chaos. Intervening in 
Ivory Coast's chaos, NATO and France are only trying 
to empower new creators of halfway houses, in a vicious 
circle. What is needed is social revolution. 

In this regard, it was truly strange to meet with 
Gbagbo's stepdaughter Marie Antoinette passing 
out free books and CDs of her parents' speeches at 
the Left Forum in New York in March, attempting to 
claim "anti-imperialist" credentials. In reality, she had 
only become the "poor stepchild" of reactionary state 
power, which knows no mercy either coming or going. 


Chicago in solidarity! 



"Syria! Syria! Raise your voice! It's our time! It's our choice!" Hundreds 
marched in Chicago's Loop on April 16 in support of the revolutions in 
Tunisia, Egypt, Libya and across the Middle East. Participants included 
members of many different communities in Chicago, including Palestin- 
ians, Egyptians, Yemenis and Libyans, as well as members of News and 
Letters Committees, C0DEPINK, and the International Socialist Organiza- 
tion, among others. One young woman from Yemen said, "It's wonderful 
to see people from the U.S. here supporting us." Similar demonstrations 
have taken place in a number of cities across the U.S., an expression 
of young people's desire to support and participate in these historic 
revolutions. 


On April 6, from Mexico City's main square, the 
Zocalo, to dozens of other cities throughout the coun- 
try, thousands marched against the violence of Mexi- 
co's drug wars. In Mexico City alone, 15,000 marched 
chanting, "Not one more!” and "No more blood!" 

The demonstrations were sparked by an open let- 
ter by journalist and poet Javier Sicilia. He targeted 
the Mexican government and the drug cartels, writing 
of "the rotting of the heart that has been wrought by 
the poorly labeled political class and the criminal class, 
which has broken its own codes of honor.” Sicilia's 
young son, Juan Francisco, was recently murdered 
along with a number of his friends in Cuernavaca. 

To the Mexican government: "We have had it up 
to here because you only have imagination for 
violence, for weapons, for insults and, with that, 
a profound scorn for education, culture, and op- 
portunities for honorable work, which is what 
good nations do. We have had it up to here be- 
cause your short imagination is permitting that 
our kids, our children, are not only assassinated, 
but, later, criminalized, made falsely guilty to 
satisfy that imagination." 

To the cartels: 'You have become cowards like 


Counter-revolution 
targets Palestine 

Something is becoming more apparent in the Mid- 
dle East. Whenever counter-revolution raises its head, 
it begins looking in the direction of Palestine. 

The governments of both Jordan and Syria have 
made efforts to blame the Palestinians for the freedom 
demonstrations that have broken out. Jordan's King 
Abdullah has tried to deflect the demands on his re- 
gime by blaming both Israel and the Palestinians for 
fomenting trouble. He has gone so far as to appoint as 
his Minister of Culture, a journalist who threatened 
Jordan's Palestinian majority with civil war. 

In Syria, government spokesmen have claimed 
that Palestinians were taking part in the mass free- 
dom demonstrations and had burned down government 
buildings in Daraa and Latakia. These statements 
shocked the large Palestinian community. 

MURDERS IN WEST BANK AND GAZA 

In Palestine itself, shock and outrage followed the 
West Bank murder of actor/playwright Juliano Mer- 
Khamis, 52, in Jenin, April 4. He was shot five times 
near the entrance to his Freedom Theatre. His preg- 
nant wife was also wounded. 

Mer-Khamis was the son of a Palestinian father 
who was a leader of the Israeli Communist Party, and a 
Jewish peace activist mother who worked with children 
in the Jenin refugee camp. He considered himself to be, 
in his own words, "100% Palestinian and 100% Jewish." 

Suspicion in Mer-Khamis' killing falls upon reli- 
gious fundamentalists who objected to the liberating 
and liberalizing impact his Freedom Theatre had, espe- 
cially on the youth of Jenin. Mer-Khamis saw his work 
as promoting creativity as a model for social change, 
and the Theatre had been attacked a number of times 
before. 

In Gaza, shock also followed the murder of Vittorio 
Arrigoni, a well-loved Italian activist with the Inter- 
national Solidarity Movement. In this case, the killers 
were a fundamentalist group aligned with AI Qaeda 
who demanded the release of one of their own leaders 
in return for Arrigoni's life. But Arrigoni's body was 
found the next day in an abandoned building. 

'TAHRIR SQUARES' SPRING UP 

Meanwhile, in contrast, there has been a growing 
movement — particularly among youth — inspired in 
part by the revolutions in Tunisia and Egypt. "Tahrir 
Squares" have sprung up on the West Bank in vari- 
ous cities, and demonstrations have called for an end 
to the fighting between the ruling parties of the West 
Bank and Gaza. In the words of West Bank activist 
Rami Liddawi, "Hamas and other organizations are 
not interested in changing the reality of the division." 
He also said, "The settlements are turning into an ob- 
stacle that threatens any future arrangement. Even the 
youth in Israel, which believes in peace, must join our 
battle against the settlements, so we can live together. 
We don't want violence, and are seeking to reach an ar- 
rangement through peaceful means, through negotia- 
tions. This is our message." 

The true voice of Palestinian youth is making itself 
heard now — pained, carrying unconscionable burdens 
but not cynical; a vital part of the young revolutions in 
the Middle East. 

In a grim historic irony, Palestinians today find 
themselves in a similar situation to Europe's Jews in 
the 1930s. A victory for world reaction — of the kind rep- 
resented by a war between Israel and Iran, with which 
both states have been flirting, rhetorically and militar- 
ily — could profoundly endanger the Palestinians' very 
existence. 


the miserable Nazi sonderkommandos who kill 
children, boys, girls, women, men and elders 
without any human sense. We have had it up to 
here because your violence has become infrahu- 
man — not animal, as animals do not do what you 
do — but subhuman, demonic, imbecilic." 

As if in proof of that verdict, even as the marches 
were taking place, mass graves were discovered hold- 
ing 59 bodies in Tamaulipas. 

Many in Mexico agree with the protester who de- 
clared, "We need to end this war, because it is a sense- 
less war that the government started." But Mexican 
and U.S. government spokesmen have adopted the line 
that increasing violence is really a sign of success in 
their "war on drugs," and the innocent victims are ac- 
ceptable "collateral damage." 

Javier Sicilia's voice in this open letter is more 
than a voice of rage. Like Orozco's great mural of an 
angry Jesus chopping down the cross, it is an echo of 
the profound humanism of the Mexican revolutionary 
tradition, the voice of el pueblo at its work of human- 
izing its world. Ultimately, the tradition of Zapata will 
take precedence over that of Santa Muerte. 


Mexico protests inhuman drug wars 







Palestinian youth open new 
front in Arab Spring 


WORKSHOPTALKS 


Life-and-death 

questions 

by Htun Lin 

When the popular game show Jeopardy featured 
IBM’s "Watson," a computer, Watson won against the 
best human players. For capitalists this was not just 
entertainment, but serious business — a way to replace 
masses of workers. 

As Christopher Caldwell of the Financial Times 
put it: "If you get paid to answer questions in a struc- 
tured context, it is reasonable to fear Watson's prog- 
eny" ("Jeopardy is just the start," Feb. 19, 2011). 

Watson is already being used in the medical field, 
where some speculate that it will spread easy access to 
much medical knowledge, which they tout would "mean 
better medicine for most people." But the introduction 
of computers into medicine did not start with Watson. 

What we fear from our own experience in the med- 
ical workplace is not only more unemployment, but 
exacerbating the mind-numbing effect computers have 
on work in a capitalist context. With electronic medical 
records, the computer's needs dominate the healthcare 
workplace. What this means concretely is checking 
boxes and filling in blanks on a computer screen. The 
allowable answers don't always correspond to patient's 
real needs and responses. 

Very little of it has anything to do with real quality 
healthcare. A lot of it has to do with keeping up with 
the bottom line, which includes documenting every ex- 

continued on p. 3 


EDITORIAL 


Obama's wars! 

Following his triumphant announcement on May 
1 that Osama bin Laden had been killed in al Qaeda's 
secret headquarters in the garrison town of Abbottabad, 
Pakistan, President Obama as Commander-in-Chief 
had enough political cover from the warmongering right 
wing that he probably could have declared "Mission 
Accomplished" and ordered an abrupt departure from 
Afghanistan. His choice instead to stay and continue 
permanent war not only guarantees more bloodshed 
for Afghans and Americans, but risks his own political 
isolation. 

After Osama bin Laden's killing, News and 
Letters Committees posted on our website, www. 
newsandletters.org, our response to the mass killings 
of Sept. 11, 2001, centered on the World Trade Center: 
"Against the Double Tragedy: Say no to terrorism and 
Bush's drive to war!" It took up how then-President 
Bush wanted "to use the attacks as an excuse to 
militarize America, restrict civil liberties, and prepare 
for what the rulers have long aspired for — permanent 
military intervention overseas. Bush is being given a 
free hand to rebuild the military, gut domestic social 
programs, and bury the memory of his stolen election. 
On a single day the terrorists succeeded in totally 
shifting the ideological ground and handed the far 
Right one of its greatest victories." 

OBAMA FOLLOWS BUSH'S POLICY 

The decisiveness of that shifting of the ideological 
ground is most clearly seen in that, ten years later, 
Obama has worked to preserve the militarization 
at home and abroad that Bush instituted. He signed 
an extension of Bush's Patriot Act, complete with 

continued on p. 9 
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by Gerry Emmett 

When thousands of unarmed Palestinians marched 
upon the Occupied Territories on May 15, they were 
met by gunfire from the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF). 
A dozen were killed and many more wounded. But the 
Arab Spring's arrival has marked a new stage in the 
Palestinian struggle. 

Indeed, one deep root of the Arab Spring can be 
seen in last year's "Manifesto of Gaza Youth." In reject- 
ing the oppression of 
Israel, Hamas, Fatah, 
the U.S. and all other 
powers, the Gaza youth 
expressed the spirit 
that has since sparked 
revolution from Tuni- 
sia to Syria when they 
said, "There is a revolu- 
tion growing inside of 
us, an immense dissat- 
isfaction and frustra- 
tion that will destroy us 
unless we find a way of 
canalizing this energy 
into challenging the 
status quo and give us 
some kind of hope." 

This spirit has 
pressured ruling Pales- 
tinian factions Hamas 
and Fatah, neither of 
which want to be left be- 
hind by the masses' own 
movement, into holding unity talks. 

Further, the vision of massive, non-violent pro- 
tests by Palestinians in the West Bank, Gaza and 
beyond fills Israel's right-wing rulers with horror. It 
recalls the first Intifada of 1987, the most powerful 
challenge to Israel's unjust rule so far. It also brings 
to their doorstep a tremendous human power that has 
shaken the world. The echo of this upsurge was heard 
in Tel Aviv on June 4 when tens of thousands of Israe- 
lis marched in support of a Palestinian state. 

Marking the start of 1967's Six Day War in which 
the Occupation began, that demonstration was orga- 
nized by people representing "the Other Israel,” in or- 
ganizations such as Peace Now, Meretz, and Hadash. 

That the Israeli Defense Forces killed 24 Palestin- 
ian demonstrators June 4, 2011, showed the true face of 
Israel’s current government and its supporters. 

THE UN AND PALESTINIAN STATEHOOD 

Another challenge to Netanyahu's regime is the 
expected September UN vote to establish a Palestinian 


by Richard Greeman 

Morocco, where the Arab Spring has opened up a 
space of relative freedom to discuss and demonstrate, 
is an exciting place to be, where every day new groups 
are getting organized and putting forward their griev- 
ances. The Feb. 20th Movement, which started among 
students on Facebook and rode the wave of massive 
demonstrations sweeping the Arab world, owes its 
unity to an excellent ten-point program which all its 
adherents — including Marxists, Islamists, Human 
Rights fighters, etc. — must observe. So it is very broad 
and heterodox, but united in action. It has been able to 
keep up its demonstrations, and is now moving towards 
deepening its roots in the community and countryside. 

I had the opportunity to give a talk at the Bensli- 
mane section of the Moroccan Human Rights Associa- 
tion and made some of the very same points as your 
editorial, in my own words. (French translated into 
Arabic!) Every time I talk at a meeting with Arab com- 
rades, I tell them about the Wisconsin effect and how 
delightfully ironic it is that the Arabs are teaching the 
Americans about democracy! They videoed the meet- 
ing, and I hope it will be on YouTube soon. 

The occasion was a book-launch for the Arabic pub- 
lication of Raya Dunayevskaya' s Marxism and Freedom 
(translated as Socialism and Freedom), sponsored by 


state. Although, in practice, complicated by the rivalry 
of Fatah and Hamas, a UN vote in favor of Palestinian 
statehood would simply restate the original UN resolu- 
tion that also created Israel. It should be very difficult 
for Israeli or U.S. arguments against this to gain trac- 
tion. 

A Palestinian state could represent a real 
step forward. It would recognize in practice, at 
last, the Palestinian right to national self-deter- 
mination. This right has never been respected by 

Israel, Lebanon, Syr- 
ia, Jordan or Egypt. 
All have blood on 
their hands, and no 
right to decide the 
Palestinians' future. 

Without the con- 
stant pressure of oc- 
cupation, the Palestin- 
ians could be free to 
come to grips with their 
own rulers — a chance 
to force accountabil- 
ity for the corruption, 
elitism, and religious 
fanaticism that is re- 
jected by the vast ma- 
jority. That it is Presi- 
dent Mahmoud Abbas 
of Fatah proposing to 
present such a resolu- 
tion shows, again, the 
pressure he feels from 
the masses. 

Nevertheless, Prime Minister Netanyahu has 
done all in his power to assure that the U.S. would ex- 
ercise its veto power over such a resolution. In doing 
so, he cemented the Israeli Right's alliances with the 
most reactionary forces in U.S. politics, the racist, mi- 
sogynist, anti-working-class Tea Party-type elements 
that now have a place in the U.S. Congress. (Just as he 
has recently courted Italy's discredited Prime Minister 
Berlusconi.) 

Such a UN veto, following the U.S.'s veto of the 
resolution demanding an end to Israel's illegal 
West Bank settlements, would disgrace the U.S., 
and would be a victory for the ultra-reactionary 
forces in both countries. But it will be difficult 
for the U.S., which is trying to walk a thin line 
with regard to the Arab Spring. U.S. imperialism 
doesn't want to openly announce that its great- 
est interest is, as always, in counter-revolution, at 
a moment when revolution is in the air. This is 

continued on p. 10 


the Victor Serge Foundation (which paid for the trans- 
lation) and introduced by Maati Monjib and myself. 
THE ARABIC MARXISM AND FREEDOM 

We sold 38 copies, and of the whole run of 3,000, 
only 400 were returned — pretty amazing in Moroccan 
publishing. Maati says that in Morocco they count five 
readers for every book, which means more than 12,000 
Moroccans may soon read this Marxist-Humanist clas- 
sic. It couldn't have come at a better time. I've asked a 
couple of comrades to review it in Arabic, and we are 
hoping to have the Arabic available online soon, and to 
promote editions in Egypt and/or Lebanon if possible. 

The subject they gave me was "Human Rights and 
Left Ideologies" which gave me the opportunity to dis- 
miss all ideologies — free market, Islamist, totalitar- 
ian communist, nationalist etc. — as forms of false con- 
sciousness rationalizing the power of one or another 
ruling class. All ideologies are oppressive. So what is 
needed is a philosophy of Freedom. As for the "human 
rights" part of the topic, I took as my text Hegel’s Mas- 
ter/Slave dialectic, where the Master knows only his 
privilege and arbitrary will, while the slave, revolting 
against her oppression, discovers a mind of her own. 

This went over well with my audience, half of whom 
were women wearing head scarves. Especially when I 

continued on p. 4 



On March 15 hundreds of students and faculty from Hebron University marched 
from the campus to rally at the City Center to encourage Palestinian unity. Signs 
say: "No to occupation! No to division!" and "How can you want one nation when 
you are divided?" 


On socialism and freedom in Morocco 
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Arab Spring & women after revolution 


by Terry Moon 


The time is now for the movements in Egypt, Tu- 
nisia, Yemen, and other countries engaged in revolt, 
to make sure there's no repetition of what happened 
to women after the revolutions in Algeria and Iran. 
In the Algerian revolution, 1954- 
1962, hundreds of thousands of 
women resisted the French, and 
many died in the process. Alge- 
rian women were the backbone of the movement: acting 
as spies, helping with communications and food, caring 
for the wounded — every aspect of revolutionary life. Yet 
to this day Algerian women are treated as less than 
human. And when an Islamist insurgency plunged 
the country into a brutal civil war lasting through the 
1990s, Islamists targeted women first. 

In Iran, too, women were equal partners in the rev- 
olution, yet the first act of counter-revolution was Kho- 
meini's demand for women to wear the veil. When thou- 
sands marched in the streets on International Women's 
Day 1979 chanting, "At the dawn of freedom we have 
no freedom!" most of the Left did not support them, but 
joined in throwing stones at them. They didn't see that 
the women were sounding the alarm that the Iranian 
revolution that overthrew the U.S. -backed Shah of Iran 
was being transformed into its opposite. 

NEED FOR REVOLUTION IN PERMANENCE 

This history is why Marx's concept of Revolution 
in Permanence, made explicit for our age by Raya Du- 
nayevskaya, has tremendous importance. Be it Tuni- 
sia, Egypt, Yemen or Syria, women made sure they are 
speakers and leaders. They transformed human rela- 
tionships by creating new ones on the spot: in Egypt's 
Tahrir Square; in Yemen's Change Square and by com- 
ing out in the thousands when President Saleh accused 
women protesters of being against Islam. In Syria, 
despite Bashar al-Assad’s willingness to murder thou- 
sands in the street, 2,000 women and children blocked 
roads, shouting, "We will not be humiliated." 

The boldness of the women, the depth of the 
change they desire, can be measured in their 
militancy and eagerness to be part of history- 
changing movements. Unfortunately, it can also 
be measured in how the first moves of counter- 
revolution, as in Iran and Algeria, are a direct 
attack against them. In Egypt, women who came 
out to celebrate International Women's Day on 
March 8 were met by a huge crowd of men who 
screamed at them, grabbed and groped them, 
tore their clothes and made the women, literally, 
run for their lives. 

Not satisfied with locking women out of decision- 
making bodies, on the next day the military arbitrarily 
cleared the Square of protestors, arresting 18 women. 
The women were beaten and given electric shocks. All 
but one were strip-searched, forced to submit to a "vir- 
ginity test” and told they would be charged with pros- 
titution. This will not stop the women, it only makes 
deeper the desire and passion for change. 

With the counter-revolution lurking even now in 
the new uprisings, it is important that Marx's concept 
of revolution in permanence does not only mean that 



by Artemis 

The reactionary majority of the U.S. Supreme Court 
gutted all future class action suits by throwing out the 
case against Wal-Mart, which has discriminated against 
over 1.5 million women workers as well as implemented 
extreme anti-union policies. Not surprisingly, big busi- 
ness was delighted with the verdict. 

* * * 

The International Criminal Court at the Hague, 
Netherlands, issued arrest warrants for Libyan lead- 
er Qaddafi, his son and intelligence chief for crimes 
against humanity. Rebels have taken cell phones con- 
taining videos from Qaddafi loyalists showing them 
committing rape and torture, and Libyan psychologist 
Siham Sergewa has interviewed 259 refugees who had 
been raped. 

* * * 

The Organization of Women's Freedom in Iraq 
(OWFI) reported that pro-democracy activists dem- 
onstrating in Baghdad's Tahrir Square in June were 
brutally attacked by armed men in plain clothes, who 
arrived by the thousands on chartered buses. It was ob- 
vious that they had been sent by the Al-Maliki regime, 
which had broken its promise to the demonstrators 
to enact reforms. They targeted the women for brutal 
sexual assaults. 

* * * 

On June 17, the UN Human Rights Council passed 
the first ever UN resolution to focus on human rights 
violations based on sexual orientation and gender iden- 
tity. The resolution requests the High Commissioner 
for Human Rights to prepare a study on violence and 
discrimination and calls for a panel discussion at the 
Human Rights Council. 


revolution can't stop with the overthrow of the estab- 
lished leadership. It has implications for what revolu- 
tion has to mean, something Dunayevskaya spoke to 
profoundly by insisting that "revolution has to be total 
from the start." It means that you can't separate into 
two different parts the dual na- 
ture of revolution, "not just the 
overthrow of the old, but the 
creation of the new; not just the 
reorganization of objective, material foundations but 
the release of subjective personal freedom, creativity, 
and talents." That very specific articulation of the cre- 
ation of the new has to be what the revolution is de- 
manding, now and as the goal! 

THE DEMAND: NEW HUMAN RELATIONS 

That is why women's participation — most especial- 
ly their thoughts, ideas, desires and demands — are so 
crucial for a revolution to be successful. For women to 
be free, all human relationships must be transformed. 
That is what it means that revolution must be total 
from the start. New human relations most certainly 
means new production relations, where in the process 
of creating what we need (and often don't need as well) 
under capitalism, human beings are transformed into 
things. It is because women have experienced that de- 
humanization on so many different levels that their 
demand for full personhood cuts to the essence of the 
meaning of revolution, of a total change. 

That self-confidence that women are expressing in 
militant action now, must also become a self-confidence 
in thought, a clarification of what revolution has to 
become, a refusal to stop at the important victory of 
overthrowing tyrants, or even the establishment of a 
bourgeois democracy. The independence of the move- 
ment is key, as well as the self-confidence in their own 
ideas and vision of the future they are establishing in 
the squares, in the midst of the fight. The struggle must 
continue. 


SlutWalk in Chicago 



Chicago — SlutWalk came to downtown on June 4, 
a gorgeous hot day. Over 1,000 participated, including 
many GLBTQ folks. SlutWalk originated in Canada 
when a Toronto police officer told students at York 
University in January that if women don't want to be 
raped, they should "avoid dressing like sluts.” That ig- 
norant statement, uttered in 2011 by a cop after over 
45 years of the Women's Liberation Movement, ignited 
what may become a movement. 

It isn't as if the issue hasn't been addressed before. 
Take Back the Night marches originated in the mid- 
1970s, and our chant then as now was "Yes means yes! 
No means no! Whatever we wear! Wherever we go!" 
The message of SlutWalk is much the same except now 
women want to own the term and, unlike other cam- 
paigns to end rape, SlutWalks are taking place in cit- 
ies around the world. For example, Umang Sabharwal, 
a 19-year-old college student, has received over 4,000 
responses from Facebook users planning to attend the 
New Delhi, India, SlutWalk she is organizing for July. 
Four out of five women there report sexual harassment 
and one fourth of rapes go unreported. Both are wors- 
ening, with rapes sometimes even committed in front of 
police stations. 

In many U.S. cities, women and men took the op- 
portunity to dress as slutty as possible to drive the 
point home that there is no excuse for rape ever. 

What is exciting about SlutWalk is the same thing 
that is important about Walk for Choice. Both move- 
ments sprang up spontaneously, are independent of 
any mainstream women's organizations, are made up 
of young women, most of them in their 20s who are an- 
gry and radical and determined to make a difference. 

— Chicago SlutWalker 
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Review 0/Unplanned 

Unplanned: The Dramatic True Story of a Former 
Planned Parenthood Leader's Eye-Opening Journey 
across the Life Line by Abby Johnson with Cindy Lam- 
bert (SaltRiver, 2011). 

The religious Right has hailed Unplanned as an 
anti-abortion classic for a new era. It signals more coop- 
eration between ultra-conservative Catholics and evan- 
gelicals. The book claims that newer anti-abortion pro- 
testers are non-violent and non-threatening, although 
this has not been the experience of clinic workers. Since 
the book is written by a former Planned Parenthood 
(PP) clinic director, it is also supposed to be an hon- 
est attempt by anti-abortionists to understand the pro- 
choice side, but it is laced with the usual lies. 

Abby Johnson had worked for PP for eight years 
and was a clinic director when she quit to join Coalition 
for Life. She claims to have had a change of heart when 
she assisted with an ultrasound for a second-trimester 
abortion, although clinic records state that no such 
procedure was performed that day. She claims her con- 
science was disturbed when PP CEOs ordered her to do 
more abortions to make more money. In reality, PP is 
a non-profit that does not make money from abortions, 
which are only 3% of its practice. Co-workers state she 
was actually about to be fired. 

ALL THE USUAL LIES 

Johnson pretends to be surprised that PP re- 
quested a restraining order against her and took her 
to court. She scoffs at the fears of her former co-work- 
ers that she may have stolen medical records, building 
entrance codes, or co-workers' resumes and that she 
may have given them, along with doctors' names and 
security precautions, to her new allies, who often seek 
such information. She minimizes the violence of the 
anti-abortion movement, saying that doctors just like 
to be "dramatic" when they hide in their cars and take 
different routes to clinics. She claims that PP tries to 
"rally the troops” by exaggerating the threat. As clinic 
director, she did receive death threats but claims that 
these and the murder of Dr. George Tiller came from 
rogue anti-abortionists. She doesn't mention that Til- 
ler's murderer had ties to an anti-abortion group. 

She insults all pro-choicers by claiming that we 
feel guilty when we see protesters and repeats the lie 
that women are always harmed by having abortions. 
Her supposed insight is that we are naive people who 
want to help women but are misled by cold CEOs who 
only care about money. Johnson does mention that PP 
saves women's lives from unsafe, illegal abortions, pre- 
vents abortion by providing contraception, and provides 
life-saving healthcare such as cancer screenings. But 
she constantly dismisses these as "PP talking points,” 
stating that women wouldn't need birth control or abor- 
tions if we would all just get married. 

PLANNED PARENTHOOD UNDER ATTACK 

She keeps emphasizing that God arranged the cir- 
cumstances of her "unplanned" conversion and implies 
that women with unwanted or dangerous pregnancies 
should just trust God for a good outcome. She does 
recognize that some Christian denominations are pro- 
choice but never studies the history of changing Chris- 
tian attitudes towards abortion and never questions her 
assumption that "real" Christians should be against it. 
It is obvious that part of her agenda is to support the 
religious Right's goal to fuse church and state. 

For the past several years, the religious Right has 
used lies to discredit abortion providers, especially PP, 
with help from talk show hosts on the ultra-conserva- 
tive FOX network. Johnson recently appeared on sev- 
eral FOX shows and has also joined Lila Rose's group 
"Live Action," which created several ridiculous, obvi- 
ously doctored videos in which their members purport 
to go undercover to expose supposed wrongdoing inside 
PP clinics. The religious Right, taking advantage of the 
new, ultra-conservative members of Congress and state 
governments, is making inroads on defunding PP. 

Unplanned shows that the religious Right realizes 
that many women rely on PP and many people are pro- 
choice. It does not contain the outlandish "miracles" or 
claims of bizarre behavior by clinic workers found in 
previous propaganda. Rather, it is slicker because its 
lies focus on feelings and motivations. The pro-choice 
movement can fight these escalating attacks by con- 
tinuing to encourage women to tell their true stories 
about abortion, contraception, sexuality, and health. 

— Adele 
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What UAW workers must take back 


Detroit — Many challenges face the rank-and-file 
auto workers as the stage is being set for auto contract 
negotiations in July. Their future is not promising, de- 
spite the rhetoric of United Auto Workers union Presi- 
dent Bob King that emphasizes the restoration of ben- 
efits lost through contract concessions and the General 
Motors (GM) and Chrysler bankruptcies. 

The losses began with the imposition of a two-tier 
wage system that pays new hires half of what existing 
workers get and reduces their healthcare and pension 
benefits. Givebacks for all workers include reductions 
in pensions and healthcare benefits, and increased 
worker contributions for both, and the loss of Cost of 
Living Adjustments (COLA). 

Workers have suffered elimination of many senior- 
ity rights, with widespread plant closings and thou- 
sands laid off. Restraints on production speed-up or 
overtime work have been removed from the contract, 
and workers at GM and Chrysler have a no-strike pro- 
vision until 2015. These concessions have resulted in 
billions of dollars of profit for the auto companies in 
2010 ($6.6 billion at Ford and $4.7 billion at GM) and a 
reduced standard of living for auto workers. 

They face increased intimidation, less safety, more 
production speed-up and fear due to the continuing un- 
employment crisis that forces workers to labor in in- 
creasingly inhuman conditions. Always present is the 
threat by corporations to move their plants to other lo- 
cations or countries, which happens often. 

The impact of these concessions has been devastat- 
ing. Since 2007, just before the Great Recession hit, the 
number of auto workers had been slashed from 346,000 
to 185,000 today — and that number will fall as auto- 
mated machinery is added to the factories. 

This is so because machinery is less expensive than 
labor, which Marx disclosed more than a century and a 
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penditure. It also means documenting every procedure 
with an eye toward thwarting potential litigation. The 
corporate regulatory lingo for this is "compliance.” 

How many times have I heard a poor patient plead- 
ing with a nurse, "Can I get help getting on the toilet 
please? I'm about to burst." Some newly hired nurses 
have replied, "You’ll have to wait. I have to do your 
charting first!” It is not that the nurse is a cold, callous 
person. She is transformed into an appendage to the 
computer by the HMO training she received. 

NURSES ELBOWED ASIDE 

More important is the kind of training she didn't 
receive. As a veteran nurse told me, "There's no substi- 
tute for critical thinking forged by years of experience 
with actual patient needs." 

The computer programmer, the software de- 
signer, is today's high priest of HMO healthcare. 
Nurses complain to me that Information Technol- 
ogy administrators think healthcare is all about 
cutting and pasting at the click of the mouse, in- 
stead of talking to the patient and writing one's 
own commentary. The practice of the narrative 
in healthcare, which captures the uniqueness 
of each patient's ailment, is slowly disappearing 
with this cookie-cutter approach. 

This approach compresses time to engage the pa- 
tient into a narrow window. The role of empathy is sti- 
fled in today s healthcare. Spend too much time with a 
patient, and you're considered a rogue worker. 

NO TIME FOR CARE 

We don't ask all the necessary questions, because 
we don't have the time. The machine has taken over. 
Under the domination of the computer, our daily rou- 
tine, naturally driven by a propensity to cooperate in 
providing care, has been transformed into a drudgery. 

We have endless meetings about "customer 
service," but real customer service is not prac- 
ticed. For example, competing departments 
often pass the buck on performing essential 
services for patients because of the narrow com- 
puter metrics that determine their bonus. Fur- 
ther, managers' main concern is avoiding legal 
risk, even at the cost of not providing real care. 

For management today, healthcare is like a spec- 
tator sport. They watch and monitor our progress 
through their computer-generated "quality” measures 
from corporate suites. It's been years since any of us 
have seen, or met in person, the current administrators 
at our hospital. The same is true for our union reps. 
To us, these leaders are like the Wizard of Oz, issuing 
directives from behind the curtain. 

Watson may have entertained many on Jeopardy 
with the wonders of computerization, but when viewed 
from the capitalist workplace, it only underscores what 
Marx said a long time ago (on the anniversary of the 
People's Paper, April 19, 1856): "All our invention and 
progress seem to result in endowing material forces 
with intellectual life, and in stultifying human life into 
a material force." 


half ago, and has increased in tempo and dehumaniza- 
tion for workers under capitalism — and especially so in 
this automated era. 

While King is very slick in his rhetoric about restor- 
ing lost benefits, more telling are his pronouncements 
about cooperating with the auto companies. When King 
declares that he is in favor of increasing worker pro- 
ductivity, he is expressing the sentiment of the auto ex- 
ecutives. He claims that more productivity means more 
job security and his ability to win greater bonuses for 
workers. Workers know that it means more speed-up 
at work and more layoffs. And it shows clearly what 
the rank-and-file auto workers have known for years: 
that the union bureaucrats have been transformed into 
their enemies. 

— Andy Phillips 


Stop Colombian FTA 
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Chicago — On June 10, several dozen activists from 
FSPA Justice & Peace Coordinating Committee, 8 th Day 
Center for Justice, News and Letters Committees and 
others marched to Obama’s campaign headquarters 
here to forcefully remind the President of the promise 
he made as a candidate in 2008 to "oppose the U.S.- 
Colombia Free Trade Agreement (FTA)" while trade 
unionists are being killed there. He is now planning to 
approve the FTA, although over 50 trade unionists have 
been murdered in Colombia just in the last year. 

We carried coffins in a solemn procession and laid 
them at the doorway to the Prudential Center which 
houses Obama’s campaign headquarters and sent rep- 
resentatives to meet with his staff. Magda Castaneda, 
a Mexican community activist from Campaign Against 
Militarization of our Youth, spoke for many when she 
said, "President Obama: Don't you know that by sign- 
ing the U.S. -Colombia Free Trade Agreement you will 
only make working conditions worse because this trade 
agreement only serves the interests of the rich and 
greedy capitalists in both the U.S. and Colombia? 

"Let's remember what has happened to Mexican 
workers with the North American FTA. Mexico's poor 
working class — especially its farmers — has been dis- 
placed and greatly impoverished. So President Obama, 
let's not underestimate the clamoring for justice. Build 
fair trade, not unfair free trade!" — Anti-FTA marcher 


Haymarket martyrs 

Forest Park, III. — Over 1,000 people gathered on 
May Day in Waldheim (Forest Home) Cemetery at the 
Haymarket Martyrs Monument to witness its rededica- 
tion on the 125 th anniversary of Haymarket. It memo- 
rializes eight radicals that capitalist sham justice con- 
victed for the bomb at Haymarket Square in Chicago 
on May 4, 1886, during a workers’ protest over police 
shooting strikers. 

On Nov. 11, 1887, August Spies, Adolph Fischer, 
George Engel and Albert Parsons were hanged. They, 
along with Louis Lingg, killed in his cell the day be- 
fore the hanging, had to be carried outside of Chicago 
to Waldheim for burial. Since then, other anarchists 
and socialists have been buried near their monument, 
including Emma Goldman and the founder of Marxist- 
Humanism, Raya Dunayevskaya. 

Especially noticeable at the rededication were con- 
struction workers, including laborers and painters — 
the national presidents of the Laborers' International 
Union and the International Union of Painters and Al- 
lied Trades both spoke, along with AFL-CIO Secretary- 
Treasurer Liz Shuler. These labor bureaucrats and 
other speakers linked the bloody repression of workers 
in 1886 to the 2011 attacks on workers' rights in Wis- 
consin and across the country. 

In 1986 far fewer attended the Centennial celebra- 
tion, including socialists and anarchists. In 2011 heads 
of national unions came and praised Haymarket mar- 
tyrs and said nothing was "too radical" in defending 
workers' rights. Would that they acted on those words. 
Even in Wisconsin, AFSCME bureaucrats accepted all 
of Gov. Walker's wage and pension cuts before rank- 
and-file workers and their supporters took over the 
streets and the capitol. — Bob McGuire 


Grocery workers rally 

Los Angeles — On June 14, 1,000 mostly young 
grocery workers and their supporters gathered and 
marched for a fair contract at the East Hollywood 
Vons Supermarket. They represented 60,000 workers 
of the UFCW (United Food and Commercial Workers) 
at Vons, Ralph and Albertson Supermarkets who have 
been without a contract for over three months. 

Management has demanded they be able to re- 
duce by 50% the total amount they pay the workers, 
for wages, healthcare benefits and pension costs. One 
week earlier, 80% of the rank-and-file workers voted to 
strike if they do not get a fair contract. The union and 
management are still in negotiations. 

Speakers included grocery workers, Christian 
clergy and rabbis, and community people who are shop- 
pers at these markets. The president of UFCW Local 
1428 said that the average grocery worker, who makes 
$25,000 per year, can't afford to pay $10,000 of that for 
healthcare and/or pension. 

Clergy delivered a letter with demands to manage- 
ment. Because management would not appear, the let- 
ter was given to security to relay to management. 

We then marched over a mile to an Albertson mar- 
ket and held another rally. The workers delivered an- 
other letter with demands to management. This one 
was accepted. 

Marchers included supporters from United Long 
Term Care Workers Union, Justice for Janitors, Coali- 
tion for Economic Survival, Jewish Labor Party, and 
Clergy and Laity United for Economic Justice. Signs 
included "Billions for Wall Street, Nothing for Grocery 
Workers" and "No 50% Pay Cut." 

A 55-year-old Black woman said she has had to put 
up with this every four to six years. She said, "When 
I retire, I want whoever takes my place to have every 
benefit I have and that won't happen if they get their 
way.” Another worker said that without cashiers, meat 
cutters, baggers, stockers, bakery and deli workers, su- 
permarkets would make no profit. 

A retired worker told me we need a general strike. 
The Unions should not donate money to political cam- 
paigns. Instead, they should save it for a needed strike 
fund. 

— Basho 

Stand up, Chicago! 

Chicago — Thousands of people rallied on June 
14 under the banner, "Give It Back!" Three separate 
marches downtown, each led by a 12-foot-tall "corpo- 
rate welfare king” puppet, met up outside a Chicago- 
land Chamber of Commerce summit. Then 24 people 
sat down in the street and were arrested. There were 
contingents of teachers, healthcare workers, janitors, 
anti-eviction campaigners and community activists. 

We were angry that teachers, other public employ- 
ees and workers in general are being made the scape- 
goats for the fiscal crises of federal, state and local 
governments. We were angry about the attacks on So- 
cial Security, Medicare and Medicaid. Meanwhile, big 
banks and corporations get bailouts and tax breaks and 
their executives get fat bonuses, but they keep cutting 
wages and benefits for workers. 

The rally was organized by "Stand Up! Chicago,” 
which was set up by the Service Employees Interna- 
tional Union (SEIU) along with other groups includ- 
ing the Chicago Teachers Union, Chicago Jobs with 
Justice, and a number of community organizations. It 
identifies its members as "18 different unions and com- 
munity organizations that are sick of big banks and big 
businesses getting richer while the people get poorer." 

Its origin from the labor union bureaucracy may 
explain the curious "Give It Back!" theme. Many pre- 
printed signs read "Give Back Our Schools," "Give Back 
Our Homes,” and "Give Back Our Jobs.” 

Can we really get anywhere by aiming our sights 
so low? The structural economic crisis of capitalism 
is pushing the capitalist class to decimate the middle 
class and drive all workers down to the conditions of 
Chinese sweatshop workers. 

The solution isn't to try to save the middle class, 
within a system that depends on an underclass of un- 
documented immigrants, prisoners, and excluded work- 
ers, as well as a "normal" level of unemployment. Un- 
less the movement is grounded in the lower and deeper 
layers of the oppressed and in a vision of a classless, 
non-racist, non-sexist society — not just "getting back” 
what we've lost — the union bureaucracy will be in a 
position to mislead and squelch the movement, just as 
they pulled the plug on a general strike in Wisconsin. 

— Environmental justice activist 

$ III MINIM III III III III MINIM III III III MINIM III III III MINIM III III III III llllllll III III III MINIM III 1114- 

| Subscribe to News & Letters \ 

Take it on the train, | 
bus, plane or car | 

Cut out articles to post | 
at work | 

Show to your friends | 
to start a conversation | 
Only $5 a year for six issues! 

tiiiiii 111 111 111 iiiiiiii 111 111 111 iiiiiiiiiii 111 111 111 iiiiiiii 111 111 111 iiiiiiii 111 111 111 111 iiiiiiii 111 iiiiii iiir 


NEWS-LETTERS 


— I'l'lilH^lilii™ Afghan lives and freedom 

— Needed lobs, sucked into U.S. auaqmire 








Rage 4 


NEWS & LETTERS - www.newsandletters.org 


JULY-AUGUST 2011 


FROM THE WRITINGS OF 

RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA 


Iran — philosophy and organization 


Editor's note: The letter excerpted here was a reply 
to a discussion article on "Iran — philosophy and form 
of organization" by an Iranian revolutionary activist 
and thinker, published in the December 1979 N&L. 
Written during the time of the Iranian revolution, 
it speaks profoundly to the Arab Spring today. The 
letter's full text is in the Supplement to the Raya 
Dunayevskaya Collection, #15209-10. 


November 3, 1979 

Dear Raha, It's great to welcome back an Iranian 
revolutionary who, as quite an original thinker, does 
not separate theory from organization. Quite the 
contrary. The result is that even when some of the 
ideas on form of organization are what I consider quite 
wrong, the profundity of the theoretical ground and 
the concentration on form of organization make even 
what is "wrong" quite evocative. 

Let me concretize these 
generalizations. You are the first 
who saw anything about form 
of organization in Marx's early 
writings. The opposite is true; the 
early writings are always quoted as 
if Marx was both "pre-Marxist" and 
very nearly dumb on the question of 
"the Party," so when you quote what 
Marx said on "communist artisans 
form associations" and that "their 
association itself creates a new 
need — the need for society — and what 
appeared to be means has become an 
end," 1 it is clear that you have sensed 
something that does indeed reconnect 
with Marx on the question of freely- 
associated men and women, and that 
you have every right to conclude "that theoretical result 
is that we should seek a kind of organization which is, 
at one and the same time, in unity with philosophy of 
the revolution and with the aim of the proletariat as 
a class.” 

Where I disagree is that you make too quick a leap 
to the present with the result that, much as you want 
to do the opposite, you are really once again separating 
philosophy and organization. For example, we, of 
course, are not only emphasizing "new forces" but 
Reason, and that is absolutely indispensable. So that 
you cannot possibly jump to the Fedayeen 2 where every 
word you say is correct (both against hierarchic form 
of organization and guerrilla warfare, that unholy 
combination of vanguardism and voluntarism), and 
yet it would appear at the end as if it were only because 
they were separated from the masses instead of it 
being both that and completely lacking in philosophy. 

I think you ask the right question — "how a 
theory can be materialized" — but then make that 
materialization only that which relates to objective 
conditions, as if that meant economics, whereas in 


fact to Marxist-Humanism, objective conditions are 
both economics and the masses revolting against 
that economics. It's very dangerous because that's 
exactly what has been wrong with the whole Second 
International and with Trotskyism, that somehow in 
the process of the economic analysis, the proletariat 
itself became object. 3 To Marx, however, material did 
not mean just economics. It meant the whole form of 
life, so that the need naturally was first and foremost 
food and shelter, but also all that was needed, by no 
means limited to whether you had a spoon to eat with 
or you were eating with your fingers, but the need for 
what Marx called "quest for universality." 

I disagree that the proletariat were not the first 
in the Iranian revolution. Of course, the so-called first, 
whether it's Father Gapon 4 leading masses with icons to 
the Tsar's palace, or whether it's poets in Iran revealing 
the horrors of the Shah's prisons, or whether it's the 
journalist-editor in Nicaragua who was murdered by 
Somoza, 5 precedes the actual proletarian outburst. 
But it doesn't become revolution until the proletariat, 



Crowds and tents in Change Square, Sana'a, Yemen. Change Square is a place of protests, as- 
semblies, teach-ins, art and the coming together of people of different sexes, regions, tribes, ages 
and occupations. 

both in strikes and in demonstrations, that is to say, as 
masses in motion, appear. When Marx, as you quote, 
writes that both as a "moment of enthusiasm" and 
when the proletariat arouses the kind of interest that 
is an actual universal, that it's possible for "a particular 
class to claim general supremacy.” 6 

3. See "The Second International, 1889 to 1914" in Dunayevs- 
kaya's book Marxism and Freedom. 

4. Father Gapon, a Russian Orthodox priest, led a procession 
of workers to present a petition to the Tsar. The army's mas- 
sacre of 1,000 helped spark the 1905 Russian Revolution. 

5. Pedro Joaquin Chamorro Cardenal, editor of the Nicara- 
guan opposition newspaper La Prensa, was murdered under 
Anastasio Somoza's dictatorship. 

6. Quoted from Marx's "Contribution to the Critique of Hegel's 
Philosophy of Right. Introduction." 


Of course you're right, when you laugh at Khomeini 
for thinking that his rulership is "a gift from God," 
and that you show that it has "its base in the profane 
world," but it isn't true that somehow the fact that the 
merchants were together with the proletariat in these 
mass demonstrations made it possible for Khomeini to 
usurp the power that belongs to the proletariat. 

I believe that the really important thing is when 
you say, "What appears to be an end is rather a new 
beginning." It isn't true, however, that that new 
beginning can be only workers' councils, even when 
you correctly add to them the new forces like women's 
liberation, because one of the real deviations in Lukacs 
was his concentration on totality, but not totality as a 
new beginning, and that totality also meant more of 
a summation rather than that Absolute Idea which is 
both theory and practice, and that as new beginning. 
I'm sure the Trotskyists would be for workers' control 
of production, and I’m sure that they would consider 
the councils "a socialist institution" — and by no means 
do I wish to play them down, because that definitely 
is the height of workers' control of production being in 
their own hands rather than being in a trade union or 
in a state. 

But again, unless they, too, do not separate 
themselves from philosophy; unless they, too, feel 
as strongly the need for work on intellectual, as the 
intellectual feels the strong need for the workers, 
and unless that "intellectual sediment" (to use 
a Luxemburgian phrase) 7 has philosophy and 
organization and revolution and Reason as well as new 
force, we will once again lose. And, I should add that 
when Marx writes "revolution is necessary also because 
it revolutionized the class itself," 8 that's exactly what 
he meant, the proletariat as Reason as well as force, 
as objective as well as subjective, as new man/woman. 

Now, don't think that my critique means I want 
you to rewrite this. Quite the contrary. I think that 
precisely because it is from a youth and is from a 
vantage point not just of Iran and precisely because the 
universality of this question we are grappling with — 
form of organization — is characteristic by no accident 
of both USA and Iran, that it is extremely important 
that we see not just "results" but the process. Indeed, 
I believe that we should have very nearly a whole year 
of discussion on this question before we even attempt to 
draw conclusions.... 

Yours, Raya 


7. See Dunayevskaya's book Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Lib- 
eration, and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution, p. 19. 

8. In The German Ideology Marx and Engels wrote, "this revo- 
lution is necessary... also because the class overthrowing it 
can only in a revolution succeed in ridding itself of all the 
muck of ages and become fitted to found society anew." 


Fukushima's 'man-made disaster' 


1. Quoted from "Needs, Production, and Division of Labor," 
from Karl Marx's 1844 Economic-Philosophic Manuscripts. 

2. The Fedayeen were a Maoist guerrilla group in Iran. 

Arab Spring in Morocco 

continued from p. 1 

used "husband" and "brother" along with "Pharaoh” as 
examples of the Master. 

HUMAN RIGHTS AS SUBJECT, AS REVOLT 

So human rights became a question of Subject, of 
women's revolt and self-activity, rather than an object, 
something handed down by the UN. I tried to make 
the point that the best way to overcome the influence 
of Salafism (reactionary Islamism) is not to polemi- 
cise (which would be accepting our opponent's ground 
for debate) but to undermine Salafism by insisting on 
women's equality, women's rights. 

As the women lined up for me to sign their copies 
of Raya's book in Arabic as Prefacer, I wished I could 
speak Arabic and had more time to talk with them in- 
dividually. One thing I learned is that what a woman 
puts on her head doesn't necessarily tell you what's go- 
ing on in her head. 

You are right to note that women's rights are cen- 
tral to the developing social revolution in the Arab 
world, and the revolutionaries of the Feb. 20th Move- 
ment I met in Rabat and Marrakesh all seemed very 
much aware of this. For them, it is no longer a question 
of solving the "women question” after the revolution, 
but of putting it first, at the cutting edge of the struggle. 

This is also the line of the senior leaders of La 
Voie Democratique, the historic Marxist (more or less 
Trotskyist) party in Morocco, with whom I spoke. This 
is a big step forward. So is the recognition of mass 
creativity from below on the part of these old Marxist 
fighters, many of whom endured prison and torture un- 
der the reign of the previous King, Hassan II. 


Editor's note: Below are excerpts of a report sent to 
us from Narihiko Ito in Japan. Along with it, he sent an 
"Urgent Proposal" on assistance to the earthquake vic- 
tims and reconstruction of the devastated area, issued 
by the Peace Constitution Committee of the 21st Century. 

Tokyo — The March 11 magnitude 9 earthquake is 
the most severe ever measured by the Japan Meteoro- 
logical Agency. It was closely followed by the massive 
tsunami that hit the coast of Sanriku and caused the 
great disaster. The large numbers of dead and missing 
are thought to have been mainly caused by the tsunami. 

The earthquake and tsunami already caused one of 
the worst disasters ever. That was made worse by the 
accidents of the reactors of the Fuku- 
shima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station 
(NPS) of Tokyo Electric Power Compa- 
ny (TEPCO).... 

The March 17 issue of the German 
weekly Die Zeit published a special 
article on the accident headlined, "No 
more lies shall ever be permitted.” It 
began: 

"They say as follows: 'Our NPS are 
safe. We control the natural disaster 
by our technology. Safety shall precede 
economic benefit. Decommissioning 
NPS is not recommended. Extension of life of operation 
is recommended.' The accidents in Fukushima and the 
consequent suffering of the Japanese people thrust a 
question mark to all these claims and ask the people in 
the world to have a new point of view.” 

...Even a magnitude 8 earthquake was never pre- 
dicted in designing and construction of Fukushima 
Daiichi NPS. ...To begin with, they had no idea of safety 
standards. The April 10 Mainichi Newspaper explains 
what really happened right after the earthquake: 

"On April 9, TEPCO submitted the report of the re- 
sults of its investigation of the damage by the tsunami, 
which followed the great earthquake, on the Fukushima 
Daiichi and Daini NPS. In the Daiichi NPS, the main 
buildings such as the reactor building were all flooded 
4-5 meters deep. The first tsunami hit Daiichi NPS at 
3:27 PM on March 11, 41 minutes after the quake. The 
second tsunami came around 3:35 PM, eight minutes 



Fukushima Daiichi Reactor unit 2 after 
the explosion. 


after the first tsunami. TEPCO said that before the 
March 11 earthquake, the design and construction al- 
lowed for a 5-7 meters height tsunami, but the tsunami 
was much higher in the March 11 earthquake, around 
14-15 meters. Units 1-4 of the NPS are located on the 
ground 10 meters above sea level. Therefore, most of the 
area was flooded 4-5 meters deep. The tsunami reached 
the second floor of the reactor building, and the sea wa- 
ter intake pump and other equipment were damaged." 

Has TEPCO made a mistake in not anticipat- 
ing an earthquake and massive tsunami as powerful 
as what hit Tohoku? According to the March 27 issue 
of Mainichi Newspaper, the council of the Ministry of 
Economy, Trade and Industry pointed 
out in June 2009, based on analysis of 
the Jogan Earthquake 1,100 years ago, 
that an earthquake as great would hit 
Japan again. The council report does 
not include the Jogan Earthquake.... 
In the later conferences, TEPCO said 
that the estimated quake in the Jogan 
Earthquake is within specifications of 
the quake-resistant structure of the 
NPS.... 

So the accident occurred, not 

because it was "an exceptional 

event that could not have been readily predicted," 
but because TEPCO did not take the correct pre- 
diction into consideration. It's absolutely clear 
the accident was a "man-made disaster" that was 
predestined to occur. Also, we know well what 
made TEPCO consciously ignore the "prediction" 
of danger, as the column of the April 6 issue of 
Asahi Newspaper headlined: "Major construction 
work requires a lot of money." 

Japan Nuclear Energy Safety Organization, which 
is supposed to maintain the safety of NPS, set installa- 
tion guidelines that indicate "it is not necessary to take 
into consideration a long period power failure.” With 
Japan Nuclear Energy Safety Organization, the watch- 
dog for nuclear power safety, behaving so poorly, no ex- 
planation seems adequate but that Japanese nuclear 
policy is completely corrupt.... 

— Narihiko Ito 
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ESSAY 


Civil War still hotly contested 



Susie King Taylor escaped slavery to 
nurse during the U.S. Civil War, and 
Freedmen. 


by Robert Taliaferro 

The history of the U.S. is a quagmire of facts and 
near fictions; conflicting thoughts and ideas; estab- 
lished truths and myths, and nowhere is this more evi- 
dent than when one discusses the causes and effects of 
the Civil War. This is especially evident on its 150th an- 
niversary as some try to rewrite history, claiming that 
"states' rights” were the issue, not slavery and the rac- 
ism that underpinned it. 

They ignore that "states' 
rights" meant the "right" 
to own another human 
being and work them to 
death. But history re- 
veals the truth, the war 
between the states was 
a war over slavery, about 
freedom and self-deter- 
mination. Today's ram- 
pant racism bordering on 
fascism shows that the 
Civil War was a truly un- 
finished revolution. 

The Civil War was 
such a monumental in- 
fluence that Karl Marx, 
in the preface to Capital 
wrote, "As in the 18th 
century, the American 
war of independence 
sounded the tocsin for the 
European middle-class, 
so in the 19th century, 
the American Civil War 
sounded it for the Euro- 
pean working-class.” 

In fact, Raya Du- 
nayevskaya notes that 
under the impact of the 
Civil War, Marx reorganized Capital, developing a new 
structure, and collected data from the events in the 
U.S. for volumes II and III of this theoretical work. 

Dunayevskaya states that Marx felt it is "...the 
mode of labor under capitalism that is the under- 
lying cause of crises," and in the early 19th Centu- 
ry it was the mode of labor — chattel slavery — that 
was the impetus for a war that would change the 
cultural, political, and economic dynamics of the 
U.S. — and the world — for generations to come. 

Though the causes of the Civil War can be blamed 
on many factors, depending on the particular bias of 
those making such evaluations, the bottom line re- 
volves around a Southern agrarian society that was 
loath to relinquish its reliance on slavery as a source of 
capital and labor. 

In 1805 the estimated value of the approximately 
1 million slaves located in the country was about $300 
million. In 1860, at the dawn of the Civil War, and 52 
years after the 1808 ban on the importation of slaves 
into the U.S., the estimated value of the approximately 
4.4 million slaves in the South was valued at $3 billion. 

In the North, modernization and industrialization 
was the key source of wealth, replacing human labor 
with that of animals and machines. 

According to James M. McPherson, author of Or- 
deal by Fire: The Civil War and Reconstruction, the 
North had advantages that the South didn't which al- 
lowed it to be industrialized upon a more capital rather 
than labor intensive economy. 

In the North labor was expensive and scarce, but 
resources were extensive. Add to this the higher level of 
mass education available in the North and the resultant 
higher literacy due to the proliferation of public schools 
and the openness to change. The U.S. in the mid-19th 
century — with the exception of the South — was becom- 
ing the most rapidly modernized country in the world. 

Modernization, according to McPherson, gave rise 
to reform movements such as temperance, education, 
women's rights, and anti-slavery, the latter becoming a 
primary instigation for the South. 

Southern Democrats were the primary advocates 
of the institution of slavery with the inherited Jeffer- 
sonian commitment to maintain states' rights, limit 
government, and continue with traditional agrarian 
economic arrangements, which, most importantly for 
them, included chattel slavery. 

The swift growth of Northern industrialization, 
changes in modes of transportation, and new inven- 
tions revolutionized manufacturing and production in 
the North in a manner that was truly American. 

Additionally, the rapid expansion of the country 
due to events like the Louisiana Purchase, and the war 
with Mexico, instigated by Southern Democrats, sup- 
ported the fact that the South was growing more para- 
noid over its loss of much-needed political clout, and 
that despite cotton profits, Southern slaveholders were 
clearly becoming capitalists, without industrial capital. 

Since slavery was at the foundation of the South's 
social order, those moderates who called for even a mar- 
ginal movement towards industrial development were 


drowned out by those who, according to McPherson, felt 
that such an entrepreneurial ethic was a form of "vul- 
gar Yankee materialism." Such "idealism" provided a 
powerful roadblock to industrial and economic develop- 
ment in the South. 

Raya Dunayevskaya refers to the laborer in Marx- 
ist ideology as the "gravedigger of bourgeois society." 
Capitalism's brutality pervaded the antebellum South 
in the U.S., a particular slave-based form of bourgeois 
society. And slavery, Marx explained, 
was the pivot on which capitalism's de- 
velopment turned. 

When the secessionist states com- 
prising the Confederate States of Amer- 
ica fired on Ft. Sumter on April 12, 1861, 
they completed the circle of the paradox 
that was to define the United States of 
America for all time. 

It was not the intent of Abraham 
Lincoln, newly elected 16th President of 
the U.S. (and its first Republican Presi- 
dent), to attack or sanction the South- 
ern states over the issue of slavery. 

In his March 4, 1861, Inaugural Ad- 
dress he noted, "...I have no purpose, 
directly or indirectly, to interfere with 
the institution of slavery in the States 
where it exists. I believe I have no lawful 
right to do so; and I have no inclination 
to do so." This position was reaffirmed 
in an address he made on July 4, 1861. 

But in the end slavery and its 
end was the only issue. Frederick 
Douglass, in a speech in Canandai- 
gua, New York, in 1857 said, "Those 
who profess to favor freedom and 
yet deprecate agitation, are men 
who want crops without plowing up 
the ground, they want rain without 
thunder and lightening. They want 
the ocean without the awful roar of its many wa- 
ters." 

In his second Inaugural Address on March 4, 1865, 
another Lincoln emerged as he noted, "One-eighth of 
the whole population were colored slaves, not distrib- 
uted generally over the Union, but localized in the 
Southern part of it. These slaves constituted a peculiar 
and powerful interest. All knew that this interest was, 
somehow, the cause of the war." 

Hegel wrote, "The history of the world is none other 
than the progress of the consciousness of freedom. We 
may affirm absolutely that nothing great in the world 
has been accomplished without passion.” 

Ghosts of the past often imbue theory and prac- 
tice. The Civil War produced nearly a million ghosts. 
It should be a constant reminder to those who might 
long for "the good ole days" that, as Douglass noted in 
1883, "No man can put a chain about the ankle of his 
fellow man without at last finding the other end fas- 
tened about his own neck.” 


become an army 
later taught the 


Get the real story! 

From American Civilization on Trial: 
Black Masses as Vanguard 





On Jan. 

11, 1860, 

Marx wrote to 
Engels: "In my 
opinion, the 
biggest things 
that are hap- 
pening in the 
world today are, 
on the one hand 
the movement 
of the slaves in 
America started by 
the death of John 
Brown, and, on the 
other the movement 
of the serf in Rus- 
sia...." 

...When the 
young Marx first broke from bourgeois society 
and elaborated his philosophy of Humanism in 
1844, he paid little attention to the remains of 
chattel slavery. Now, however, Marx kept his 
eyes glued on the movement of Negro slaves. 
When the Civil War broke out, and "the Great 
Emancipator" did all in his power to limit it to 
the white man's war for Union, Marx began to 
popularize the speeches of the Abolitionists, es- 
pecially those Wendell Phillips wrote against the 
Northern conduct of the war... 

To order, see p. 7 


Greece, democracy and 
the economic crisis 

Since May 25, a people’s assembly has been in ses- 
sion in Greece's Syntagma Square outside of parlia- 
ment. (See "Greece: Tahrir Squared," p. 12.) Through 
an open mike, tens of thousands from all walks of life 
have been coming to express their total indignation 
with Europe's politics of austerity. The people's assem- 
bly of self-described "angry ones" is a new dimension to 
the ongoing mass strikes by workers and battles car- 
ried on against the police by anarchist youth. After a 
year of massive cuts to wages, pensions and benefits, as 
well as tax increases, Greek unemployment has grown 
to a record 16%. Now the IMF, European Central Bank 
and political leaders in Germany and France are de- 
manding another 40 billion euros in cutbacks. 

A pensioner, Apostolos Anagnostopoulos, spoke for 
many of the world's workers who have become collateral 
damage in the wake of the 2008 global financial melt- 
down: "Greeks aren't willing to pauperize themselves to 
pay off debt for which they are not to blame. We are in 
revolt, people may be killed, but whatever it takes we 
are not going to let those measures pass." 

Europe has been rife with persistent re- 
volts, mass strikes, marches against economic 
retrenchment for some time. When the Arab 
Spring emerged against political repression and 
economic deprivation, it resonated in Europe in 
a new 'Take the Square" movement which began 
during the run-up to May 20 elections in Spain 
with a demand for "Real Democracy." 

Saved through a no-holds-barred robbing of public 
treasuries in the wake of the 2008 financial meltdown, 
financial overlords are now dictating that workers pay 
for bloated public debts through drastic cuts to their 
conditions of life and labor. Forced deficit reduction is 
also shrinking the economies of Ireland, Portugal and 
Spain, making those countries' debt burdens even more 
unbearable and further crises inevitable. What spooks 
the global financial system is that the spiraling debt 
crisis, which they themselves are driving, will result in 
defaults on debt obligations throughout the world. 
OBAMA'S POLITICAL PARALYSIS 

That is why President Obama begged the German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel, who has been insisting on 
punishing conditions for rescue loans, to resolve the 
Greek crisis as he entertained her at the White House. 
The fear is that the whole global economy, including Ger- 
many and the U.S., will go into the abyss in a "Lehman 
Brothers 2," referring to the investment bank whose col- 
lapse precipitated the 2008 financial meltdown. 

In the U.S. the fallout from the 2008 financial melt- 
down persists. Long-term unemployment included in the 
official U.S. unemployment rate of 9.1% announced on 
June 3 is the highest since the Great Depression. Last 
year Obama denounced any idea that this intractable, 
permanent level of unemployment should be accepted 
as "the new normal," yet now the whole political agenda 
has turned to deficit reduction, with Republicans threat- 
ening a self-induced debt default crisis, unless they can 
punish U.S. workers with more cuts. 

Obama fervently believes in political solu- 
tions to the crisis, but political practice has been 
reduced, not just to begging the German chancel- 
lor not to push the world economy into another 
crash, but also to a "jobs" program of begging U.S. 
businesses to "get in the game" instead of sitting 
on their cash hoard of $ 1.9 trillion. 

The problem is that capital is on strike and won't 
invest in the real economy, where the financial melt- 
down revealed a dramatically lower rate of profit. 
CAPITALISM'S FALLING RATE OF PROFIT 

Profit can only come from surplus value extracted 
from living labor, and the rate of profit falls when there 
is relatively less living labor in proportion to dead labor 
or capital. Capital's self-contradictory motivation is to 
diminish as much as possible living labor — this goose 
that lays their golden eggs — by constantly revolution- 
izing production with new dead labor or machines. 

With a given level of technological development and 
ratio of capital to living labor, the only way to boost profit 
is to lower the cost of labor through a class war on labor 
rights, wages, benefits and pensions. There are now re- 
ports that some manufacturing may return to the U.S., 
where there are fewer strikes and production costs keep 
dropping so precipitously that they will compare favor- 
ably with China by 2015. Notably, that will be true only 
by Mississippi standards, the lowest paid anti-union en- 
vironment for sweated labor in the country. 

In contrast to total economic crisis and political pa- 
ralysis, the new people’s assemblies that have emerged 
look for solutions outside the prevailing players like po- 
litical parties and trade unions. In the public squares 
of Spain and Greece, masses are organizing their lives 
together, inspired by the persistent self-organization of 
Egyptians in Tahrir Square that got rid of the Mubarak 
regime. This self-organization offers a new vantage 
point, not just against past political and economic tyr- 
anny, but towards a totally new future of freely associ- 
ated labor. — Ron Kelch 
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AS REVOLUTION AND COUNTER-REVOLUTION TAKE WORLD STAGE 



Congratulations on a fine May-June 
issue. Thanks especially for getting 
Libya right — a very difficult thing in 
the current situation. The hopes of 
February were disappointed so soon — 
but first of all by Qaddafi, whose brutal 
repression of a real revolutionary 
impulse was followed by the NATO 
powers intervening, against their initial 
will but then as you point out in order 
to get what they can out of it for their 
own class interests. Yes, we are for 
the revolution, not the intervention, 
but to merely oppose the intervention, 
especially at that moment, would be to 
reward Qaddafi with power and allow 
him to massacre his people. 

That said, those critics on the left 
who point out what has happened in 
Bahrain, Syria and Yemen are correct 
that hypocrisy will always govern the 
major powers' actions. But this is an 
opportunity to put pressure on the U.S. 
for its presence in Bahrain, its silence 
on the Saudi invasion and so forth. That 
Syria and Iran are often as brutal as the 
U.S. government says they are, should 
not disorient people — there is more than 
one force for exploitation and violence 
in the world, as 9/11 itself showed, and 
we are against them all and for the 
revolution, including its next steps. 

Steven Colatrella 
Rome, Italy 

Keep up your good work. In these 
times of geographical, economic, 
political and world upheavals, revolt 
and the resulting chaos, confusion and 
corruption — we need N&L more than 
ever to help restore some sanity and 
hope. 

Gloria I. Joseph 
Virgin Islands 

What struck me most in the 
Perspectives Thesis, "Revolution and 
counter-revolution take world stage," in 
the May-June issue was the discussion of 
the "leaderlessness” of the Arab popular 
revolts. Sadly, I am pretty certain these 
popular revolts will end up as halfway, 
or democratic, revolutions, at best. That 
is, that the leaders will sprout up like 
dandelions after a good spring rain. 

"What happens after?” is where I 
part with your thesis. It poses a "two- 
fold problematic" that is fundamentally 
flawed, as it assumes it is necessary to 
conquer power. It seems to me that power 
should be destroyed, not conquered. The 
destruction of power is the birth of real 
revolution, while the conquest of power 
is the abortion of revolution and the 
birth of counter-revolution, as proven 
time and again by history. 

Rand Gould 
Detroit, Ml 

Just returned to France from Mo- 
rocco and opened the latest News & Let- 
ters. Very much appreciated is the lead 
article on Arab Spring and its relation 
to class struggles in the U.S. (May-June 
2011 News & Letters "Draft for Marx- 
ist-Humanist Perspectives, 2011-2012: 
Revolution and counter-revolution take 


world stage.") I was touched that you ref- 
erenced my Z-Space blog on Libya. (See 
(http://zcommunications.org/libya-who- 
s-side-are-we-on-by-richard-greeman.) 
Of course you are right: too many on the 
Left get distracted by the false dichoto- 
my of "imperialism "/"anti-imperialism" 
and lose sight of the revolution. 

Richard Greeman 
France 

Comparing and contrasting 
"leaderlessness" and "non-ideological" 
with the various alternatives (vanguard 
party, radical democracy) is important 
to make sense of the ongoing trajectory 
of the revolutions in Egypt and Tunisia, 
and those striving to get to first base: 
Syria, Yemen, Libya, Palestine. There 
are wonderful new and recurring 
ideas about freedom pouring out of 
individuals in these mass movements; 
without organization, genuine mass 
revolutionary organizations, they 
cannot be realized. Organization is 
what makes freedom sustainable — and 
what kinds and how they can be rooted 
both in philosophy and activity are the 
challenges that the times demand we 
work out. By "we" I do not mean just 
News and Letters Committees. 

Marxist-Humanist 
New York 

When I read "Letter to the youth" 
published in the May-June N&L 
column "From the Writings of Raya 
Dunayevskaya," I felt that 1971 letter 
could have been written today to the 
young people in Benghazi, Dara'a, 
Tahrir Square, Sana'a and Gaza. 

The concept that remains the 
same is that "Subject is the one that is 
responsible for both theory and practice,” 
that "practice is masses practicing and 
their practice is not only the doing of 
deeds but the thinking of thoughts," 
that "thought, philosophy of liberation, 
the absolute idea [broken down] for 
our age is itself a force for revolution.” 
I hope readers will write to News and 
Letters to discuss and further concretize 
Marxist-Humanist ideas of freedom. 

Susan Van Gelder 
New York 

I salute you comrades for your efforts 
and yes the images of mass protests we 
posted on Facebook are from Kampala, 
Uganda. The government is trying hard 
to block out any leaks to media outlets 
of the protests in the country. To all the 
comrades, we stand in solidarity with 
them and we will continue the struggle 
for the total liberation of the African 
continent from the chains of capitalism, 
and struggle to usher in a period of 
respect, tolerance and prosperity for the 
working class. 

Revolutionary youth 
Uganda 

If read objectively, even by people 
who have misgivings about Marxian 
theory, the Draft Perspectives 2011 will 
make it impossible to deny the historical 
record. History has recorded the many 


previous attempts of human beings 
reaching for human emancipation only 
to meet it hallway — first negation — due 
to counter-revolution, be it external or 
internal, when the masses in motion 
were reaching for the second negation, 
that is, their vision of a new society based 
on human foundations evolving out of 
the spontaneous creation of human 
relationships in organization and social 
activity. Counter-revolution has so 
often appeared in its various forms as 
anathema to the masses attempting to 
emancipate themselves. 

The Perspectives Statement in 
May-June N&L clearly explains the 
necessity of a philosophy of liberation 
as inseparable from the vision of the 
masses in motion as the determinant, 
the key. And it is precisely the need for 
humanity to transcend the perverse 
social reality of capital relations that 
equally demands we think hard about 
developing a philosophy of revolution for 
our day. This is abundantly clear when 
one sees what exactly gave rise to the 
reason Marx authored his Critique of 
the Gotha Program. A theory of a new 
society is inseparable from organizing 
principles to achieve that end. 

Faruq 

California 

*** 

Labor has exploded in 2011. We have 
seen it everywhere — in Wisconsin and 
in Greece and from Tunisia and Egypt 
to Libya and Iran, and we can't forget 
the anti-sweatshop uprisings at home 
and abroad. What needs expression 
is that this is not just an explosion of 
activity, but that the very concepts of 
labor and labor organizing have been 
fundamentally challenged. 

The challenge from the Right, such 
as the attack on collective bargaining 
rights, is well-represented in the 
mainstream media, but the new concepts 
of organizing and the question of "what 
kind of labor?" merit more attention and 
critical discussion. (Examples: teacher 
unions competing with charter entities 
to run schools; the excluded workers' 
concept of community-rooted workers' 
centers.) 

Retired Teacher 
New York 

The crisis of capitalism is a 
worldwide phenomenon. And I have 
not heard any recent interviews with 
supposed top economists on TV or radio 
that have talked about the "recovery” 
without connecting that to the 
"inevitable” downturns and dips that 
will continue to come. Taking another 
"dip" after this will not be pleasant. 

I keep thinking that Marx called 
"prehistory" everything that happens 
before we finally have a new society, 
and said that all history is about the 
struggle of humanity to be free. That is 
why the new book of Raya's writings on 
Marx is so important — to help provide a 
philosophic direction that gives meaning 
to the struggle for freedom. Where do 
the revolutions that "took the world 
stage” this year stand in that timeline 
of history? 

Teacher 

Illinois 

*** 

Zack Kopplin is a high school 
student in Baton Rouge trying to get 
Louisiana’s anti-evolution law repealed. 
His efforts are endorsed by 43 Nobel 
Prize-winning scientists. Now he has 
called out Republican Presidential 
candidate Michele Bachmann, exposing 
her lie that supposedly there are Nobel 
Prize winners who question evolution. 
He challenged her to name them. No 
response — even when she was asked 
directly. 

Tired of Tea Party lies 
South USA 


The headlines from the Middle East 
and North Africa, and now Spain, have 
overwhelmed what’s going on especially 
in South America. The ongoing struggles 
in Colombia, Venezuela, and elsewhere 
are important, and to many on the Left, 
they define what revolution is. It is why 
the reports and articles in N&L are 
important to discuss the nature of these 
movements and see what is new there. 

Observer 

Chicago 

Raya Dunayevskaya said that 
1969 was not a continuation of 1968, it 
was a different moment. I think part 
of it had to do with the importance of 
seizing a moment. In 1968 there was 
Prague Spring. Now we have seen Arab 
Spring, with hints at an American 
Spring in Wisconsin, Indiana, Ohio, and 
Michigan. We don't know at first where 
a revolution is going to go but we try 
to keep it going forward, not back to a 
retrogression. There was a revolution to 
overthrow the Shah in Iran in 1979 and 
the retrogression took the form of the 
Ayatollah. 

We need to storm the Bastille, but 
that is not all that has to be done. It 
may seem at times that retrogression is 
always winning. That's what we have to 
struggle against. 

Ready and willing 
Michigan 


CHINESE ART 
PROJECT 

Thank 
you for "China 
clamps down” 
by Bob McGuire 
in the May-June 
N&L. Brilliant, 
just brilliant. 

I am 

actually curating a project in London 
for awareness of Ai Weiwei's capture 
and release. It is called The Chinese Art 
Project, http://wp.me/plyUbw-15, and 
I am looking to do an exhibition using 
art as a symbol of unique interpretation 
and freedom of expression. Hopefully I'll 
have 25 pieces of art to exhibit from five 
unique artists. 

You'd be so welcome to come! I guess 
it's about pulling together and standing 
for our rights. Especially in an age of 
social media power. I've put a project 
video plan up at http ://www. youtube. 
com/ChineseWhisperProj. It would be 
great if you could find an outlet to let 
readers know. 

PS. I'm on twitter: ChineseTwhisper 

Mr Taurus 
London, England 


HEALTHCARE IN 2011 

My primary doctor and surgeon 
told my partner and me that the 
U.S.'s healthcare system is crazy. 
The doctor thinks it's crazy that one 
has to have health insurance to get 
quality healthcare. My surgeon thinks 
the record-keeping system should be 
centralized for the sake of the patients, 
especially in this computer age. That 
way, each doctor and hospital can see 
each patient's complete history, and 
patients wouldn't have to tote around 
records when changing doctors or going 
to see a specialist, taking the chance 
of losing those records. When both my 
primary care doctor and my surgeon are 
criticizing the U.S. healthcare system 
for not being available to all and for 
being disorganized and inefficient, I 
REALLY know that universal, single- 
payer healthcare is what is needed in 
this country! Concerned patient 

Chicago 


FREEDOM RIDES, 50 YEARS AFTER 

Bassford’s powerful the participants were murderously 

attacked, with both Southern politicians 
and the Kennedy Administration doing 
nothing to stop the racist 


Abraham 

account of his 1961 Freedom Ride in the 
May-June N&L ("A Freedom 
Rider Looks Back...”) and the 
recent PBS documentary 
"Freedom Riders" are like two 
mirrors which face each other 
and multiply their images out 
to infinity. They both bring 
to life the revolutionary 
impact those Freedom 
Rides had, not only on the 
segregated South, but also 
the leadership of the Civil 
Rights Movement and 
the hundreds of youth 
who stepped up and took the Freedom 
Rides from defeat to victory. 

Both the article and documentary 
show the young people who kept 
the rides going after the buses and 



mobs. 

Bassford writes, 
"I couldn't not go,” and 
a young Black woman 
speaking on the film 
compared the pull of the 
movement to being caught 
up in a mighty wind. 
The dialectics of historic 
events are clearly shown: 
the movement of the brave 
young people pushed their 
own leaders, the Kennedy 
Administration and eventually the 
broader public, to support them. 

Observer 

Detroit 



Graffiti in Hong Kong: "Free 
Ai Weiwei!" 
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WOMEN'S LIBERATION SPEAKS IN MANY VOICES 


In May this 
year I suddenly 
thought most of 
us were missing 
the historical 
significance of 
what Mother's Day 
was celebrating. 

It was originally 
started after the 
Civil War as a 
protest of that 
war's carnage, by women who had lost 
their sons. The original Mother's Day 
proclamation in 1870 had started this 
way: 

"Arise, then, women of this day! 
Arise all women who have hearts 
whether our baptism be that of water 
or of fears. Say firmly: 'We will not have 
great questions decided by irrelevant 
agencies....’ We women of one country 
will be too tender of those of another 
country to allow our sons to be trained 
to injure theirs. A voice goes up with our 
own to say 'Disarm, disarm! The sword 
of murder is not the balance of justice."' 

Never was it more appropriate to 
remember this history than this year. 

Anti-war Women's Liberationist 
San Francisco 

*** 

Anti-abortion fanatics in Congress 
and state legislatures are coming up 
with such inhuman punitive laws that 
more and more women are now — not 
in the future — being seriously harmed. 
The latest is an Idaho woman who is 
facing five years in jail and a $5,000 
fine because she bought drugs online 
to induce a miscarriage and is being 
charged with "unlawful abortion." A 
poor mother of two, she could not afford 
either a surgical abortion or the cost 
of the doctor's visits to get a medical 
abortion. How is a law like this helpful? 
Those who make and carry out such laws 
care more for a fetus than for two living 
children and their mother. The latest 
outrage is from Republican Senator 
Marco Rubio, who has just introduced 
a bill that would offer fines and jail for 
anyone who knowingly takes a woman 
under 18 across state lines to evade 


invasive parental consent laws. Yes, let’s 
throw more and more people in jail, as if 
forcing a woman to carry a fetus to term 
isn’t already an outrage. 

Women's Liberationist 
Chicago 

Maureen Dowd wrote a good column 
in the New York Times reminding Hillary 
Clinton about the declarations she 
made in 1995 when she visited Beijing 
as a First Lady attending a Women’s 
Conference. Dowd wants Clinton to 
act decisively now regarding women 
in Saudi Arabia. I don't think that is 
possible as her President's Secretary of 
State. The best she could do is resign 
honorably and remake her statement of 
the 1995 Women's Conference. Perhaps 
UN Ambassador Susan Rice can say 
something bold on Saudi Arabia. I think 
Obama is hopeless on this. 

Observer 

California 


BURMA AND NORTH KOREA 

I was puzzled when I read recently 
that the U.S. had intercepted a North 
Korean ship it suspected of carrying 
missile technology to Burma and forced 
it to return home. About the only possible 
reason I could think of that Burma's 
generals would want these missiles from 
North Korea is to further fortify their 
''capital” in exile (Napyidaw), against 
the only possible "enemy” they could be 
concerned about. It's not the Indians. 
It's not the Chinese. It's not Thailand. 
It's not even Japan. It's neither of the 
Koreas. All these countries are heavily 
investing in Burma's slavery-driven 
"enterprise zones." 

NO! The only possible enemy the 

I Have you responded to our | 
Appeal to help keep News £ 
Letters going? Help give a 
I prisoner a subscription. I 


Burmese generals could possibly use 
these missiles against — is the Burmese 
citizenry itself. Using the "fine art” of 
"diplomacy" to get the North Korean 
and Burmese Generals to comply is a 
bit like asking the Mexican Cartels to 
voluntarily cease smuggling (or Qaddafi 
to stop murdering his own people). 

One could say the whole deal is quite 
Orwellian. The Obama administration 
says they're "mystified about Myanmar's 
motives." Frankly, I'm mystified about 
Obama’s diplomatic mystique. 

Burmese-American 

California 


FIGHTING FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 

Martha Biggs and her four chil- 
dren, displaced like so many others from 
Cabrini Green, and currently homeless, 
moved in June into a house, two years 
vacant and foreclosed on by one of the top 
four banks responsible for home foreclo- 
sure in Chicago: Deutsche Bank. Their 
new neighbors, members of the Chicago 
Anti-Eviction Campaign and others 
fighting for housing as a human right 
helped her move in. Given the current 
state of housing in Chicago — numerous 
foreclosures and systematic evictions 
from public housing — Martha and mem- 
bers of the campaign argue that this 
is the only course of action that makes 
sense. While this is just one house and 
one family, the group hopes to inspire 
other community groups to reclaim land 
and housing in their own communities, 
and to think critically about how this 
crisis is part of a recurring cycle of dis- 
placement and dis-empowerment. 

Anti-Eviction Campaigners 
Chicago 

*** 

After Georgia passed an Arizona- 
style anti-immigrant bill, farmers there 
now find themselves short of labor, with 
crops rotting in the fields. It perfectly re- 
flects the desperation of present capital- 
ist politics: so dependent on insane ide- 
ology to divide the masses that they are 
tearing down the foundations of their 
own production. Who needs more proof 
that it's time for a new human society? 

Revolutionary 

Illinois 


VOICES FROM BEHIND THE BARS 

Yours 
really is 

the only 

newspaper 
that tells the 
truth. I wish 
the TV news 
was more like 
you. 

Prisoner 
Indiana 

The Marxist-Humanist Perspective 
was new to me, but I have found that it 
brings clarity to worldwide struggles in 
a manner that is more practical than all 
the other ideological perspectives I’ve 
been exposed to. 

Prisoner 
Jefferson City, Mo. 

I always share your paper with 
fellow prisoners. Thank you for your 
generosity of ideas. 

Prisoner 

Ontario 

I noticed in the May-June issue 
the "Black/Red View" was missing. It 
is one of my favorite sections. Will you 
be bringing it back? Your paper is like a 
breath of fresh air. Thank you for finding 
a donor to pay for my sub. 

Prisoner 

Michigan 

Editor's note: We will send you 
the March-April issue, to see the In 
Memoriam to John Alan! Allen Willis, 
author of the "Black /Red View" column 
that appeared in every issue from 
1970 to 2011. It was an outcome of the 
1969 Black-Red Conference, where the 
participants discussed issues raised 
in the Black community. Participants 
included Marxist-Humanists, "who lend 
the red coloring, not only for the sake 
of color, but for the sake of philosophy, 
a philosophy of liberation. " It was that 
quality of Black /Red that John Alan 
presented in his column ever since 1970. 
We are proud to continue listing him as 
having been a National Editorial Board 
Member Emeritus in the masthead of 
News & Letters. 




SELECTED PUBLICATIONS FROM NEWS & LETTERS 


Books 

by RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA 

□ Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to Sartre and from 

Marx to Mao 30th Anniversary edition, 2003 $24.95 

□ Marxism and Freedom: from 1776 until Today 

2000 edition. Foreword by Joel Kovel $24.95 

□ Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's Philosophy 

of Revolution 1991 edition. Author's new introduction. Foreword 
by Adrienne Rich $24.95 

□ Women's Liberation and the Dialectics of Revolution: Reach- 
ing for the Future $14.95 

□ The Power of Negativity: Selected Writings on the Dialectic in 

Hegel and Marx $24.95 

□ The Marxist-Humanist Theory of State-Capitalism: Selected 

Writings by Raya Dunayevskaya $8.50 

□ The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism: Two 
Historic-Philosophic Writings by Raya Dunayevskaya 

Contains "Presentation on Dialectics of Organization and Philoso- 
phy of June 1 , 1 987" and 1 953 "Letters on Hegel's Absolutes” 

$3 paperback, $10 hardcover 

by CHARLES DENBY 

□ Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's Journal 

Includes Afterword by Raya Dunayevskaya $14.95 

En Espanol 

por RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA 

□ Marxismo y libertad $10 

□ Fiiosofia y revolucion: De Hegel a Sartre y de Marx a Mao. ..$10 

□ Rosa Luxemburgo, la liberacion femenina, y la fiiosofia marx- 

ista de revolucion $10 

□ La liberacion femenina y la dialectica de la revolucion: tratan- 

do de alcanzar el futuro $10 

□ El Poder de la negatividad: Escritos sobre la dialectica en 

Hegel y Marx $10 

□ Dos ensayos por Raya Dunayevskaya $2 


|See our website or contact us for fuller listing 

Pamphlets 

□ Bosnia-Herzegovina: Achilles Heel of Western 'Civilization' 


(Expanded edition) $5 

□ Kosova: Writings from News & Letters, 1998-1999 $3.50 


□ American Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard, 
by Raya Dunayevskaya, 40th anniversary edition 

□ Dialectics of Black Freedom Struggles: Race, Philosophy & 
the Needed American Revolution by John Alan 

Each $8, Special: Both for $15, including postage. 


□ Explorations in Dialectical and Critical Theory 

From Hegel to Derrida and from Marx to Meszaros $5 

□ Marx's Capital and Today’s Global Crisis 

Includes critiques of Ernest Mandel and Tony Cliff $4 

□ Myriad Global Crises of the 1980s and the Nuclear World since 
World War II 

by Raya Dunayevskaya $4 

□ Nationalism, Communism, Marxist-Humanism and the 
Afro-Asian Revolutions 

by Raya Dunayevskaya $4 

□ Voices from within the Prison Walls 

by D. A. Sheldon. Prisoners' views of (in)justice system and orga- 
nizing from within $8 

For pamphlet plus donor copy for a prisoner $16 

□ Working Women for Freedom 

by Angela Terrano, Marie Dignan, and Mary Holmes $5 

□ The Coal Miners' General Strike of 1949-50 and the Birth of 
Marxist-Humanism In the U.S. 

by Andy Phillips and Raya Dunayevskaya $5 

□ On the 100th Anniversary of the First General Strike in the U.S. 

by Terry Moon and Ron Brokmeyer $5 


□ News and Letters Committees Constitution 44 <f postage 

□ Marxist-Humanist Literature Catalog 

A full list of publications (includes many not listed here) available 
from News and Letters Committees 61 d postage 

Archives 


□ Guides to Collection and Supplement to the Raya Dunayevs- 
kaya Collection: Marxist-Humanism: A Half Century of Its 


World Development 

Full description of 17,000-page microfilm collection $4.50 

□ The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection— Marxist-Humanism: A 
Half Century of Its World Development 

A 17,000-page microfilm collection on 9 reels available from 
Wayne State University, Detroit, Ml 48202 $165 


Newspaper 

□ News & Letters subscription 

Unique combination of worker and intellectual published 6 times 
a year. (Request information about gift subscriptions.) $5/year 

□ Bound Volumes of News & Letters 

1977-84, 1984-87, 1987-94, 1994-99, 2000-2010 $70 each 

N&L is also available on microfilm. 

Mail orders to: 

News & Letters, 228 South Wabash, Suite 230, Chicago, IL 60604, 
Phone (312)431-8242 

Enclosed find $ for the literature checked. 

Please add $2 postage for each pamphlet, $4 postage for books. 

Illinois residents add 7% sales tax. 

Name 


Address 

City State Zip 

Email Address 

7-8/11 




Rage 8 


NEWS & LETTERS - www.newsandletters.org 


JULY-AUGUST 2011 


Latinas re-occupy La Casita 


Chicago — On June 22 the police, Chicago Public 
Schools (CPS) security and construction crews showed 
up at La Casita, the field house on the grounds of 
Whittier Dual Language Academy in Pilsen (see 
"Chicago Latinas demand a library," Nov.-Dee. 2010 
N&L). As the construction workers set up fencing that 
blocked access to La Casita from three sides, the police 
tried to prevent Whittier moms from entering the 
building. True to form, the women ignored the police 
and marched right past. Soon after, word was sent to 
the majority of Whittier Parent Committee members 
who were at that moment supporting the teachers at a 
rally at a school board meeting downtown. Suspicions 
are high that CPS was deliberate in their choice to 
show up with a demolition team on the very morning 
that La Casita would be least defended. But, once 
again, CPS underestimated the Whittier moms and 
their determination to defend their community center. 

Things had been heating up for a couple of weeks, 
ever since CPS announced its intentions to build the 
library, not in La Casita as requested by the Parent 
Committee, but instead inside the school building, 
taking over a special needs classroom for the purpose. 
CPS has largely broken off communication with 
the Parent Committee, and refused to answer their 
questions about what would happen to the special needs 
students who were losing their classroom. The Whittier 
parents also question CPS' use of the funds that were 
originally intended for renovation of La Casita. It 

Straight, No Chaser 

Art is the eternal 
particular, the unmediated, 
mediating term in which the 
human face is recognized. A 
familiar tune, like a familiar 
face, catches us unawares and 
we smile in recognition. We 
find ourselves whistling. 

To approach art in the 
spirit of the absolute, second 
negative, to criticize seriously, 
is dangerous but, for the revolutionary, necessary. 

A classic film about a pioneering Black musician 
who redefined jazz performance and composition, who 
left us with hummable tunes like '"Round Midnight," 
raises questions about the searing racism that burns 
through American life. Why did Thelonious hide behind 
the clown-child, wafting up from the piano, to spin like 
a dervish... or was he hiding? Even the spike-bearded 
clown, like the fool in King Lear, uttered prophesies 
and criticism, and was cut down in the storm. 

When, in the film, Teo Macero produces a date at 
Columbia Records, the Black quartet and its leader are 
approached by the white straw boss with a recital of 
supercilious unfelt greetings. 

"What's that?. ..a new hat?. ..only a half hour late?... 
let me see the glasses. ..you're jiving me. ..(looking at 
Monk's manuscripts): little sketches right?... put some 
free form things in there." Here Teo Macero accosts the 
piano in a dissonant way he thinks is very hip. He must 
sell records for Columbia. Monk and his men must lay 
bare their hearts, in the charging, halting, impulsive 
and reflecting idiom they are creating. 

The tune is called "Ugly Beauty"; the musicians 
only want the first or second take, after that the spirit 
dissipates as you imitate your own performance. In 
the middle of an inspired first take the musicians are 
stopped by Macero. They are non-plussed. "Why did you 
stop us for?” and Monk, sadly, asks, "Why nobody do 
what I ask 'em to?" 

Why? Because the Black commodity must be 
strained through the sieve of ignorant critics, eager 
to show how hip they are, omnivorous disc jockeys 
devouring the precious kernels of the Black art, and of 
course the market moguls. 

From minstrel show to extravagant review, to 
dance bands crisscrossing the West and South, to small 
night clubs, the art of a people emerged: Monk reflected, 
synthesized, playing old fashioned stride with his left 
hand, modern arabesques with his right, questioning 
his heritage as he transformed a tawdry tune from the 
Tin Pan Alley packinghouse. 

This documentary film must be seen. Charlotte 
Zwerin had offered up complete performances and 
touching vignettes from the life and death of the 
master artist. The fact that a poor Black man from 
Rocky Mount, North Carolina, challenged the world 
of Harlem, mainstream America and Europe in clown 
disguise: ("Mr. Monk, you always wear different hats. 
Do they have any influence on your music?" asks a West 
German journalist) is implicitly an attack on a world 
where Black Americans are not taken seriously. 

In The Philosophy of Modern Music and Dialectic of 
Enlightenment Theodor Adorno syllogizes prematurely. 
He hasn't bathed himself in the mediating center of the 
syllogism; he sees only the dead commodity and not the 
living person. Black American music for him is part of 
the waste land of mass culture. 

See and hear "Straight, No Chaser," but with 
revolutionary eyes and ears. — Paul Geist 


appears that some $18,000 of the over $500,000 raised 
through the parents' activism, was used to pay an 
architectural firm for a walk-through at Whittier that 
resulted in the recommendation to use the special 
needs classroom for the library. The Whittier parents 
point out that they arranged for the pro bono work of an 
architectural firm that has put forward an impressive 
plan for the renovation of La Casita that the parents 
claim will be paid for with the funds they helped raise. 

Over the course of the day, the parents uncovered a 
document from CPS verifying that CPS had contracted 
on May 31 to have a company demolish La Casita and 
move forward with plans to create a soccer field for use 
of a neighboring Catholic high school. It appears that 
CPS has clearly violated every aspect of the agreement 
reached with the Parent Committee after their 43-day 
occupation of La Casita last fall. With the threat of 
demolition once again hanging over their heads, a 24-7 
occupation of La Casita has recommenced. As of 3:45 
AM on June 23, as I write this, a crew of supporters is 
well into their first overnight shift. Outside a man in 
a vehicle seems to be keeping close tabs on who enters 
and who leaves. It is unclear whether he is with the 
police or with CPS security, but the message seems 
clear — the minute La Casita is no longer defended, the 
demolition team will be mobilized to move in. 

I appeal to all of you who have been inspired by 
the bold, militant struggle of the Whittier Parent 
Committee over the last year, to join the fight once 
again. Maintaining a 24-7 occupation is no easy feat. 
Your time, your energy, your support is desperately 
needed. You can find out more at www.saveourcenter. 
com. More importantly, come down to La Casita at 
1900 W. 23rd St. anytime, day or night, and lend your 
support. La Lucha Continua! — Jerry Mead-Lucero 

I Gil Scott-Heron's life I 

When Gil Scott-Heron passed on May 27, we lost 
one of the great artists of our time. As the "Winter In 
America” of which he sang stretches on, cold and brutal, 
his voice remains as relevant as his presence is missed. 

Coming out of the Black Power movement, he had 
a keen understanding of where Black Americans stand 
historically: "I think that Black Americans have been the 
only real die-hard Americans because we're the ones that 
have carried the process through the process. We're the 
ones who marched, we're the ones who carried the Bible, 
we're the ones who carried the flag, we're the ones who 
had to go through the courts, and being born American 
didn't seem to matter. Because we were born American 
but we still had to fight for what we were looking for.” 

Gil Scott-Heron's poetry cut deep. As he said, it 
showed you what was happening inside people. In this 
way it also served to point out our common humanity: 
the shamed, desperate junkie who speaks in "Home 
Is Where the Hatred Is" could co-exist in the same 
world, in the same soul, with the masses struggling for 
freedom in "Johannesburg" or "The Revolution Will Not 
Be Televised." Revolutionaries who learn that lesson 
will be better revolutionaries. 

His song "The Revolution Will Not Be Televised," he 
said, "was about the fact that the first change that takes 
place is in your mind. You have to change your mind 
before you change the way you live. So we were saying 
that the thing that's going to change people is something 
that no one will ever be able to capture on film. " 

In later years, Scott-Heron had his own issues 
with substance abuse. As tragic as that is, it doesn't 
undermine the truth of his art, but drives it home. 

— Tim Finnigan 


The continuing problem of racist, unaccountable 
police violence is highlighted by a recent pair of 
outrageous shootings in Arizona and Florida. Both 
illustrate the militarized, "search and destroy" 
mentality so prevalent among police officers, supported 
by the racist political climate in the U.S. today. 

A Pima County Regional SWAT team killed Jose 
Guerena in his Tucson home May 5, at 9:30 AM. 
Guerena, 26, an Iraq war veteran, had finished working 
his graveyard shift at the Asarco Mission mine when his 
wife woke him to say she heard suspicious noises outside 
their house and saw a man at the window. He picked up 
his AR-15 rifle, safety on, and went to check, telling his 
wife to hide in the closet with their 4-year-old son. 

He was shot 22 times (SWAT fired 71 shots) and 
left lying on his kitchen floor without medical attention 
while his distraught wife begged fire department 
dispatchers for help. The Sheriff s Department 
dispatchers told medical help not to respond to Vanessa 
Guerena's desperate call. 

In the Pima County Attorney's office hearing at 
which they were "exonerated," SWAT team members 
told a half-assed story about fearing for their lives 
when they believed Guerena pointed his rifle in their 
direction (remember he was ready to defend his home 
and family from a break-in) and then of mistaking their 
own shooting for his. 

Law enforcement was raiding a number of homes 


Justice for Oscar Grant! 



Oakland, Calif. — On June 12 over 150 demonstrators 
marched to downtown Oakland from Fruitvale BART 
(Bay Area Rapid Transit) station, dubbed "Oscar Grant 
Station" by community activists. We were protesting 
the mild charge and minimal sentence handed down 
to Grant's killer, former BART cop Johannes Mehserle. 
Mehserle was released from a Los Angeles County jail 
the following day after serving 11 months of a two-year 
term for involuntary manslaughter. Oakland lawyer 
John Burris called on U.S. Attorney General Eric 
Holder to charge Mehserle with violating Grant's civil 
rights. — David M'Oto 

• 

Los Angeles — On June 13, about 100 demonstrators 
from the L.A. Justice for Oscar Grant Coalition protested 
at the downtown criminal court building. Oscar Grant's 
uncle Bobby Cephus Johnson said they were denied 
entry to the courtroom to speak against Mehserle’s 
release. He said he was misled by authorities about the 
release hearing date. The family has a right to speak as 
allowed by the California Victims Bill of Rights. 

The protesters then marched to the Federal Court 
to demand that the Justice Department file federal 
charges against Mehserle and other police for violating 
Oscar Grant's civil rights. As his family stated, the 
killing of Oscar Grant on Jan. 1, 2009, was murder, 
openly done. People of color have no rights. 

Mehserle's release after serving only 11 months is 
just one more in a string of injustices in this murder of 
a Black worker youth. After the killing, the trial was 
moved from Oakland (where the crime took place) to 
Los Angeles and assigned to Judge Robert Perry, who 
has a history of pro-police bias. The judge ruled out 
first degree murder charges against Mehserle, who shot 
Oscar Grant in the back as he lay face down at a BART 
platform. The judge prohibited evidence of Mehserle's 
past racism but allowed the defense attorney's negative 
"evidence" — so-called — of Oscar Grant's character into 
the trial. As in the trial of the four police who brutally 
beat Rodney King, there were no Blacks on the jury. 

There are many complaints against police 
misconduct, brutality or killings, but indictments are 
very rare. If mass public exposure results in a trial, 
rarely is a police officer convicted, and if found guilty, 
as in Mehserle’s case, he gets a slap on the wrist. 

In contrast, the courts throughout the country are 
filled with cases of young Black and Brown youths on 
various charges — mostly non-violent. The convictions 
fuel the growth of the U.S. prison system in our time of 
massive unemployment and extreme reactionary law- 
and-order policies. We need a new human society in 
place of capitalism, unemployment, poverty and racism. 

— Basho 


in the Guerenas' southwest Tucson neighborhood in 
search of drugs. At another home, they did find a single 
bag of weed. Many of their shots hit other houses, but 
luckily no one else was killed in this insane exercise. 

In Miami, Florida, at around 4:00 AM on May 30, 
four bystanders were shot by police in pursuit of an 
erratic driver, 22-year-old Haitian-American Raymond 
Herisse. The incident took place during Urban Beach 
Weekend, which draws large crowds of youth. Police 
fired wildly and recklessly into crowds of mostly Black 
and young people, shooting out Herisse's tires and firing 
at him. This may have contributed to his crashing into 
a number of parked cars. 

When Herisse's car came to a stop, it was 
surrounded by Miami police officers who then fired 
numerous rounds into it, making sure Herisse was dead. 
A number of bystanders recorded this on cell phone 
cameras. Police confiscated cell phones, pointing guns 
at and cuffing some who had recorded the incident. One 
man was asked, "So you want to be a fuckin' paparazzi?" 

Two days later, police announced that they had 
found a gun in Herisse's car. Ballistics tests would 
determine if it had been fired, they said, meaning 
they didn't know for sure — though it was part of their 
initial story. Meanwhile, there was no shortage of 
racist commentary from white Floridians denouncing 
the "savages” and "thugs" making up the crowds police 
were firing on. — G.E. 


Warner Brothers 
presents Thelonious 
Monk: Straight, 

No Chaser directed 
by Charlotte 
Zwerin. Produced 
by Charlotte Zwerin 
and Bj'uce Ricker. 
Executive Producer 
Clint Eastwood. 


Racist police murder two more people of color 
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Pelican Bay SHU on hunger strike 


Editor's note: Prisoners at Pelican Bay Security 
Housing Unit (SHUs) are going on a hunger strike July 
1 to demand the prison recognize they are human be- 
ings. This follows the Georgia prison uprising and the 
Ohio prisoners' actions earlier this year. Prisoners at 
Corcoran State Prison announced they are joining the 
strike. Several cities, including San Francisco, Ottawa 
and Toronto are planning demonstrations to support 
the prisoners. To sign a petition to the California prison 
officials to recognize their demands, see http: / / www. 
prisons.org/hungerstrike.htm. To follow developments 
and join solidarity actions, visit prisonerhungerstrike- 
solidarity. wordpress. com . 

This is a call for all 
prisoners in SHUs, Adminis- 
trative Segregation (Ad-Seg), 
and General Populations (GP), 
as well as the free oppressed 
and non-oppressed people to 
support the indefinite July 1, 

2011 peaceful Hunger Strike 
in protest of the violation of 
our civil/human rights, here 
at Pelican Bay State Prison 
Security Housing Unit (PBSP- 
SHU). 

It should be clear to ev- 
eryone that none of the hun- 
ger strike participants want to 
die. The state of California has sentenced all of us on 
Indeterminate SHU program to a "civil death" merely 
on the word of a prison informer (snitch). Those sub- 
jected to indeterminate SHU programs are neglected 
and deprived of the basic human necessities while 
withering away in a very isolated and hostile environ- 
ment. 

The "code of silence" used by guards allows them 
the freedom to use everything at their disposal in order 
to break those prisoners who prison officials and cor- 
rectional officers (C/O) believe cannot be broken. 

A protracted attack on SHU prisoners cuts 
across every aspect of the prison's function: food, 
mail, visiting, medical, yard, hot/cold tempera- 
tures, privileges (canteen, packages, property, 
etc.), isolation, cell searches, family/friends, and 
socio-culture, economic, and political depriva- 
tion. The psychological/physical torture of SHU/ 
Ad-Seg prisoners takes place day in and day out, 
without a break or rest. 

The prison's gang intelligence unit was extremely 

Rent control derailed 


angered that prisoners who had been held in SHU un- 
der inhuman conditions for anywhere from ten to 40 
years had not been broken. So the gang intelligence 
unit created the "short corridor" and intensified the 
pressure of their attacks on the prisoners housed 
there. The object was to use blanket pressure to en- 
courage these particular isolated prisoners to snitch in 
order to be released from SHU. 

Continuous attacks are carried out against 
prisoners by all C/Os and administrative offi- 
cials. They are deliberate and conscious acts 
against essentially defenseless prisoners. It is 
these ongoing attacks 
that have led the short 
corridor and overflow 
SHU prisoners to orga- 
nize ourselves around an 
indefinite Hunger Strike 
in an effort to combat 
the dehumanizing treat- 
ment we prisoners of all 
races are subjected to on 
a daily basis. 

Therefore, on July 1, 
2011, we ask that all pris- 
oners throughout the State 
of California who have been 
suffering injustices in Gen- 
eral Population, Administra- 
tive Segregation and solitary confinement, etc. to join 
in our peaceful strike to put a stop to the blatant vio- 
lations of prisoners' civil/human rights. As you know, 
prison gang investigators have used threats to get 
prisoners to engage in a protracted war against each 
other. If you cannot participate in the Hunger Strike 
then support it in principle by not eating for the first 
24 hours of the strike. 

I say that those of you who carry yourselves as 
principled human beings, no matter your housing 
status, must fight to right this and other egregious 
wrongs. Although it is "us” today (united New Afri- 
kans, Whites, Northern and Southern Mexicans, and 
others) it will be you all tomorrow. It is in your interest 
to peacefully support us in this protest today, and to 
beware of agitators, provocateurs, and obstructionists, 
because they are the ones who put 90% of us back here 
because they could not remain principled even within 

themselves. ... _ ... _ . 

— Mutope Duguma (s/n James Crawford) 


QUEERNOTES 



June 17 rally in San Francisco. The speaker, former Pelican Bay 
prisoner Bato Talamantez, called for support of the hunger strike. 


New York — I have been actively involved in the ten- 
ant movement since 1997, when rent laws actually ex- 
pired, albeit temporarily. Many tenants woke up then 
and a massive demonstration took place in front of 
then-Governor Pataki's office. The stage was set for 
even bigger demonstrations, but tenant groups (closely 
allied with the Democrats) decided not to continue the 
protests. Instead, they sat down with the politicos and 
came up with renewing the rent laws with stronger va- 
cancy decontrol and other anti-tenant provisions. 

Since then vacancy decontrol and constant 
and unjustified rent increases have resulted in 
the loss of over 100,000 rent-regulated apart- 
ments. Under the rent laws, landlords are guar- 
anteed hefty increases regardless of market con- 
ditions or landlord profits. 

Recently, tenant organizations have been focusing 
on renewing the existing weak rent laws and eliminat- 
ing vacancy decontrol. A simple rent increase based 
on the inflation rate or on landlord profits, or on the 
ability of tenants to pay, such as no more than 1/3 of 
their income, would have been real rent reform. The so- 
called progressive Democrats and their connected ten- 
ant groups never pushed for or even mentioned these 
reforms. Michael McKee of "Tenants and Neighbors" 
called the slight changes a "crumb." 

The same scenario has played out. The rent laws 
expired temporarily, the Rent Stabilization Association 
(the landlord lobby group) and the politicos told ten- 
ants that their leases would be honored, and the rent 
laws were renewed. So now we have the same old rent 
laws with a slight break for some upper-middle-class 
tenants who face decontrol. Of course tenant leaders 
are calling foul and a few "progressive" Democrats vot- 
ed against this sellout. Gov. Cuomo said that the rent 
deal strengthened the rent laws, and Assembly Speaker 
Silver called it "a significant improvement." 

Fellow Democrat Assembly Housing Chair, Vito 
Lopez, said, "We pushed the buttons as much as we 
can.” He should have said, "We pushed the buttons 
as much as the real estate industry allowed." Despite 
the slight change in vacancy decontrol, landlords will 
still be able to use loopholes to easily decontrol vacated 
apartments, rent increases will gallop on and working 
class tenants, both regulated and unregulated, will find 
it increasingly difficult to have affordable housing. 

— Tom Siracuse 
Chair of the Rent Controlled Tenants Committee 


by Elise 

Students at Mona Shores High School in Muskegon, 
Mich., won gender-neutral proms. After Oak Reed, a 
Transgender boy, was nominated prom King and school 
administrators threw out the ballots saying Reed is tech- 
nically a girl, students protested by creating a Facebook 
page, "Oak is my king,” and passed out petitions. 

* * * 

The International Day Against Homophobia and 
Transphobia (IDAHO) rally in Hong Kong was raided 
by police who threatened to arrest its organizers. Police 
also harassed and intimidated rally supporters by vid- 
eotaping participants who are part of the Queer com- 
munity as well as heterosexual supporters. 

* * * 

Over 4,000 protesters stood on Hawthorne Bridge, 
in Portland, Ore., in late May in support of Brad 
Forkner and Christopher Rosevear, who were attacked 
for holding hands in public, and all LGBT people who've 
experienced anti-LGBT violence. None of the witnesses 
to the assault tried to help Forkner and Rosevear, and 
police are still seeking the men who beat them. 



End Obama's wars! 


continued from p. 1 

warrantless searches of library and business records, 
which had barely passed over the objections of many 
Democrats and Republicans alike. Disregarding 
his promises, he has maintained unconstitutional 
detentions at Guantanamo, and military tribunals. 

Obama has overseen the permanent garrisoning of 
Iraq, currently with "non-combat” troops, and next year 
with nearly 20,000 personnel quartered in the world's 

largest embassy, but 

still underpinning the 


EDITORIAL 


Iraqi regime. 

Obama's 
timetable of at least 
three more years of war in Afghanistan is a slow-speed 
de-escalation, even compared to Nixon's withdrawal 
from Vietnam. It threatens not just the Afghan people 
and the U.S. military, but Obama himself. 

The Administration had hinted that, following 
the generals, the scheduled July 1 drawdown of troops 
from Afghanistan would be only token, no more than 
4,000 troops out of 102,000. "Overruling" the generals 
in his June 22 speech to the nation, Obama announced 
a withdrawal of 10,000 by year's end and 23,000 more 
by September 2012. The occupying forces on the eve of 
the Presidential election will be double what Obama 
inherited — not to mention the equally large Bush-crony 
corporate private armies. 


OPPOSITION GROWS, HYPOCRISY REMAINS 

Opinion polls now show 70% opposition to the 
war in Afghanistan, greater than the opposition 
measured by any poll during the Vietnam War. Some 
Republicans who have seen those polls have taken 
up a new cudgel against Obama over Afghanistan. 
Mainstream Republican candidates like Mitt Romney 
and Jon Huntsman vow to campaign on bringing the 
troops home. 

Not just libertarian, isolationist and Tea Party 
elements in the Republican Party, but also veteran 
Congressmen who had supported Bush’s invasions, 
seem to expect political success from attacking Obama's 
war in 2012, just as repeating "jobs, jobs, jobs" was 
effective for them in 2010 Congressional races. 

But when it comes to dollars, House Republicans 
did not tinker with the budget for Afghanistan, and 
actually increased the base defense budget to $548 
billion. Where House Speaker Boehner tried to cut off 
funding is over Libya. While that bill failed, it drew 
bipartisan support from some anti-war Democrats 
treating Libya as a proxy for Afghanistan. 

Capitalist rulers are still slow to hear the voices of 
Arab Spring in Yemen and Syria, and at first preferred 
the voice of Mubarak to the masses of Tahrir Square. 
U.S. and European powers, having created a working 
relationship with Qaddafi, refrained from taking a 
position in favor of Libyan rebels. Only when Qaddafi's 
tanks and mercenary army drove rebels to the city 
of Benghazi and promised a massacre did NATO 
intervene. 


U.S. SMOTHERS SOCIAL MOVEMENTS 

Arab Spring has stopped short of Iraq, Afghanistan 
and Pakistan, where U.S. troops and money hold sway. 
The effect of the U.S. presence has been to smother 
independent social movements, including women's 
rights that Bush cited as an after-the-fact justification 
for invasion. Bush instead supported Karzai and 
Northern Alliance warlords even when they count votes 
like Iranian mullahs, skim the nation's wealth like 
Mubarak and work deals with the Taliban. 

Outspoken oppositionist politician Malalai Joya 
stated after the killing of Osama bin Laden: "One of 
the main excuses of the U.S. occupation is now gone. 
The struggle for independence, democracy, and freedom 
should get easier, but it won’t. Not without an end to 
occupation.” 

To continue this ten-year-long war in Afghanistan, 
logic aligns the U.S. with Pakistani military and 
security elements that initially nurtured the Taliban, 
that sheltered al Qaeda and that assassinated the most 
prominent opposition politician, Benazir Bhutto. 

Every drop of blood yet to be shed in Afghanistan 
benefits only enemies of the people. There is no excuse, 
end the war now. 


Mumia Update 

This past spring, Mumia Abu-Jamal’s 1982 death 
sentence was, again, ruled unconstitutional by the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. In violation 
of the U.S. Supreme Court's 1988 decision in Mills v. 
Maryland, the jury was improperly led to believe that 
only evidence on which the jury unanimously agreed 
could be considered to reach a sentence other than 
death. Early in 2010, the U.S. Supreme Court struck 
down the 1988 sentence, making it again possible that 
Mumia could be executed, and turned the case back to 
the Appeals Court for review. Abu- Jamal is a former 
member of MOVE and is on death row for allegedly kill- 
ing Philadelphia police officer Daniel Faulkner in 1981. 

For more information visit www.freemumia.com. 

— Elise 
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Palestinian youth challenge all powers 


continued from p. 1 

one more example of the way the Arab Spring has 
created consternation among the world's rulers. 

ISRAEL'S MARCH TO THE RIGHT 

The alliance with the Tea Party is no accident or 
marriage of convenience. The racist, reactionary Tea 
Party has a deep affinity to the increasingly powerful 
Israeli Right. The Tea Party's bigotry toward Muslims 
is akin to the attitude of some Israelis like Foreign 
Minister Avigdor 
Lieberman, who 
has rightly been 
compared to Euro- 
pean neo-fascists 
like Le Pen and 
Haider. Certainly 
those neo-fascists 
have been wel- 
comed to Israel’s 
illegal West Bank 
settlements dur- 
ing Lieberman' s 
ascension. 

The Israeli 
Right has also 
been fighting its 
own "culture war." 

Netanyahu's gov- 
ernment has been 
quick to make 
McCarthy-type 
charges against 
the Left and peace 
camps. There has been increasing effort to implement 
religious laws, to give preference to Orthodox over secu- 
lar Jews in civil life. The illegal settlements have been 
a well-funded priority. 

Netanyahu must balance his feelings of profound 
uneasiness with the Arab Spring against his relative 
success in the old, reactionary aims of Rightists like 
Begin, who from the 1940s worked "against the Jewish 
masses, whether they were fighting for a socialist re- 
public of Arabs and Jews, or Zionists, who were anxious 
to establish a homeland for the Jews in a part of Pal- 
estine. Begin's reactionary, fanatic ideology for 'Eretz 
Israel’ (Land of Israel), as biblically interpreted by him, 
continued to terrorize those Jews.” 1 

In anticipation of future wars and expul- 
sions, Israeli settlers have marched through Arab 
areas like Sheikh Jarrah chanting "Muhammad 
is dead!" "May your village burn!" "Death to Left- 
ists!" and "Slaughter the Arabs!" This differs in no 
respect from a Ku Klux Klan demonstration, if 
not a Kristallnacht. 

In the U.S., playwright David Mamet embodies the 
Israeli/Tea Party connection perfectly. In his new book 
explaining his move to the Right, he gives thanks to 
Glenn Beck for his political conversion; the same Glenn 
Beck who has done more than anyone in decades to in- 
ject the themes of classic anti-Semitism into U.S. po- 
litical life; who declares the "worst people in history” 
to have been mostly Jews. Beck's conspiracy ranting 
has inspired death threats against Jews. Apparently, 
virulent anti-Semitism that wears white skin and "sup- 
ports Israel" is not a problem for Mamet. 

This kind of hypocrisy (or stupidity) obviously does 
nothing to oppose the real anti-Semitism that remains 
widespread and deadly. It only enables a newly virulent 
hatred and demonization of Muslims to take a place be- 
side anti-Semitism and racism in the annals of human 
bigotry. 

HEROISM OF THE SYRIAN MASSES 

It is no accident that June 6, the day after Israeli 
forces shot down Palestinians marching on the Golan 
Heights, there was another shooting incident in the 
Palestinian refugee Yarmouk Camp, near Damascus, 
Syria. A dozen Palestinians were killed protesting 
against the Popular Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine-General Command. The PFLP-GC is a heavily mil- 
itarized splinter group that supports and depends upon 
the Assad regime to the point of being an arm of it. 

Protesters attacked and burned the PFLP-GC 
headquarters and chanted "The people want the over- 
throw of the factions!" 

The tremendous courage shown by the Syrian 
people who have continued to demonstrate, week 
after week, in the face of Bashar al-Assad's thugs 
and bullets is inspirational. So far an estimated 
1,100 have been killed and over 10,000 arrested. 
These demonstrations began when a group of 
youths in Dara'a were arrested for writing graf- 

1. Also: "When the UN was debating the right for the estab- 

lishment of Israel, all the Jews in Palestine were for the ac- 
cepting of the territory designated for the State of Israel. 

Whereupon that reactionary underground terrorist, Men- 
achem Begin, as head of the Irgun, together with the Stern 
Gang, bombed the King David Hotel without any regard as 
to which Jews would be killed, and with but one aim, and 
that was to undermine this move." (Raya Dunayevskaya, 
Political-Philosophic Letter of Jan. 5, 1982, The Raya Du- 
nayevskaya Collection #7392-7401.) 


fiti on a wall. They were tortured in custody, and 
their families insulted by officials. 

Now almost every city has seen protests. The move- 
ment is the greatest challenge to the Baathist regime 
in the 40 years of Assad family rule, a rule from the 
narrow base of the Alawite minority (10% of the popula- 
tion) and the family's crony capitalists. Assad’s cousin, 
billionaire Rami Makhlouf, has been forced to announce 
his retirement, but Assad shows no sign of compromise. 
Rather, he has tried to play the various religions (Sun- 
ni, Christian, Druze, 
Alawite) against each 
other — to the point 
of having the same 
secret police teams 
attack Sunni villages 
posing as Alawites, 
and Alawite villages 
posing as Sunnis. 

In 1982, Assad’s 
father crushed an up- 
rising by the Muslim 
Brotherhood in Hama 
by killing 10,000- 
30,000 people. As one 
Hama resident says 
today, "To overcome 
that fear, I marched 
along with them ev- 
ery day even after I 
was injured 10 days 
ago and saw others 
dying in front of me. I 
want my daughter to grow up in freedom." 

When conflict and refugees have spilled over into 
Turkey and Lebanon there has been attention paid to 
these events. But it seems clear that the world's rulers 
would be happy to see the demonstrations burn them- 
selves out. It was Tony Blair, former friend of Qaddafi, 
and creator of much chaos in Iraq, who recently de- 
clared that "chaos" might follow the fall of Assad. 

THE NEEDED REBIRTH OF MARXISM 

One thing must be said about the Arab Spring: the 
masses of women, men, workers, and students, who 
have participated in the freedom struggles in Tunisia, 
Egypt, Libya, Syria, Palestine, Bahrain, Yemen and so 
on have shown matchless courage, determination, and 
heroism. 2 That will never be forgotten by all who care 
about humanity's life and future. 

The masses are doing their part with courage 
and creativity. The questions they have raised 
about women's rights, about workers' rights, 
about what kind of life should be lived, speak to 
the heart of the modern age. 

Since its beginnings, Zionism too has had an ap- 
pointment with this social revolution, and with revo- 
lutionary philosophy — as do all "alternatives” to the 
latter, finally. Nothing could make the need for revolu- 
tionary philosophy more concrete than the struggle of 
Palestinians for self-determination — and nothing could 
release greater revolutionary energies than concretiz- 
ing that philosophy for the struggle. 

In fact, it was specifically in relation to the "Jewish 
Question" in Europe that Karl Marx first formulated 
the concept of "permanent revolution.” This was the 
point at which his philosophic critique of bourgeois so- 
ciety came together with his recognition of the unfin- 
ished character of the bourgeois revolution: "At times 
of special self-confidence, political life seeks to suppress 
its prerequisite, civil society and the elements composing 
this society, and to constitute itself as the real species- 
life of man devoid of contradictions. But it can achieve 
this only by coming into violent contradiction with its 
own conditions of life, only by declaring the revolution to 
be permanent, and therefore the political drama neces- 
sarily ends with the re-establishment of religion, private 
property, and all elements of civil society, just as war 
ends with peace. " 3 

It isn't moral lecturing or state-capitalist pol- 
itics that has made the return to revolutionary 
philosophy necessary. It is the reality of millions 
in the streets, fighting to create new relations 
between people — freedom for women, for youth, 
for religious and ethnic minorities; and freedom 
from capital's ever-greater domination over liv- 
ing workers. Revolutionaries must rise to the 
time. 

Revolution isn't a bus that comes along at fixed in- 
tervals, where if one is missed there will be another 
along soon. This is the moment of revolution. If not now, 
when? 

2. "...the restlessness of the Iraq masses and the demand of the 
Kurds for autonomy there is directed, not at Israel, but Iraq. 
The opponents in the jails in Syria oppose Baath rule; the 
very narrow mass base speaks loudly enough of the Baathist 
leaders' total isolation from the masses. And the student 
demonstrations in Egypt, as all over the world, are directed, 
not against a 'foreign 1 enemy, but against the native rulers." 
(Raya Dunayevskaya, "Anti-Semitism, Anti-Revolution, An- 
ti-Philosophy: U.S. and Russia Enter Middle East Cockpit," 
Feb. 1969.) 

3. Karl Marx, "On the Jewish Question." 


For the people of Gaza 

The area of the world where the right to water is 
perhaps most severely abused is the Gaza Strip. Since 
2003, no piped water has existed. Out of Gaza’s 145 
wells, only 55 are functional. The World Health Or- 
ganization reported that 80% of the "drinking" water 
in Gaza is unsafe for consumption. Since the closure 
of Gaza's Public Monitoring Facility in Jan. 2009 the 
monitoring of water quality has stopped. This lack of 
one of the basic necessities for life has — as expected — 
created an ongoing public health disaster. Gaza has 
seen rises in typhoid fever and cholera — two diseases 
which occur when water supplies are contaminated 
with fecal matter. Treatment of cholera requires proper 
hydration. 

The water situation is but one example of 
the many hardships that the people of Gaza are 
forced to endure. With a population of 1.6 million, 
80% of the people are reliant on foreign aid, with 
roughly 50% of the population unemployed, and 
roughly 50% living in extreme poverty — mean- 
ing living on less than $ 2 a day. The root of these 
hardships goes back to Israel's ongoing policy 
to displace and exclude the Palestinian people 
from their own land — the most recent example of 
which is the brutal economic siege on Gaza. 

Waged after Hamas won free and fair elections in 
the Palestinian Authority, the blockade is a deliber- 
ate attempt by Israelis to wage "economic warfare" on 
Gazans. By controlling Gaza’s borders, airspace, and 
seas — in addition to regular invasion by the Israeli De- 
fense Forces — Israeli elites have managed to prevent all 
but the most essential necessities to flow into Gaza, and 
put its economy on life support. The UN Human Rights 
Council reported that before the 2007 blockade, in one 
year Gazans exported 1,380 truckloads of goods. After 
the blockade, from 2007 to 2009, only 134 truckloads of 
goods were exported. After the 2008-2009 invasion of 
Operation Cast Lead until September 2010 there was 
only one export of flowers out of Gaza. 

While Israeli officials condemned interna- 
tional efforts at boycott, divestment, and sanc- 
tions (BDS) against Israel, they have engaged in 
their own BDS campaign against the people of 
Gaza. It is a BDS campaign that is blanket, dehu- 
manizing, and a brass violation of both the laws 
of war and international human rights law. 

Fortunately, there are two rays of hope out of this 
morass of despair. The first is Egypt's announcement 
to no longer support Mubarak’s policy of enforcing the 
blockade on the Egyptian border. Egypt's new interim 
Foreign Minister, Nabil al-Arabi, described Egypt's 
support for the blockade as "disgraceful," and agreed to 
allow the free flow of goods between the two countries. 
The second is the effort by international activists to 
break the siege on Gaza by sea. Last year, internation- 
al solidarity activists sailed to Gaza with supplies and 
words of support. Their attempts to reach Palestinian 
shores were thwarted when activists on the Mavi Mar- 
mara were attacked with an "unacceptable level of bru- 
tality," killing activists in "summary execution" style, 
according to the UN Human Rights Council, which in- 
vestigated the matter. 

Despite this brutality people have not giv- 
en up. In late June a U.S. boat — the Audacity of 
Hope — is headed towards Gaza with other inter- 
nationals. This freedom flotilla plans to break the 
illegal and immoral Israeli blockade, sending a 
message to the world, that human rights will be 
protected and international laws followed. 

The organizers of the Audacity of Hope are looking 
for people to write letters of solidarity to the people of 
Gaza. Called "To Gaza With Love," it is a reference to 
Alice Walker's idea that the radical power of love can 
create social change. It is hoped that by tapping into 
this "radical power of love” the people of Palestine will 
realize their long dream of a just peace in their own 
land, of being able to control their lives, and of having 
the power to write their own futures. 

Please send letters of support to: Letters to Gaza, 
119 West 72nd St. #158, New York, NY 10023. 

— Marco Rosaire Rossi of the Chicago U.S. Boat To Gaza 
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On May 7, members of the Beit Ommar National Committee against the Wall and Settlements 
as well as international and Israeli solidarity activists, demonstrated on the land of Ahmed 
Abu Hashem, which had been partly annexed by the Israeli Karmei Tsur settlement. Signs 
read "Unity is Our Strength." Three protesters were injured by Israeli soldiers. 
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Big nations fiddle while climate heats up, poor starve 


You don't need a weatherman to know the wind has 
blown in another year of disasters: record flooding of 
the Lower Mississippi River, a record Texas drought, 
a record Arizona wildfire, the worst fire season in U.S. 
history. This comes after 2010, the planet's hottest year 
in history, which brought record flooding in Pakistan 
and Australia, and record heat in Russia, all of which 
slashed the year's grain harvest. "The term '100-year 
event' really lost its meaning this year," declared Craig 
Fugate, head of the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, last December. 

It is no coincidence that the world food crisis of 
three years ago is roaring back. All this year, the UN’s 
Food Price Index has been higher than ever before. 
Droughts and floods are already making an impact on 
food production, and as temperatures rise, yields tend 
to fall. That is amplified by other factors (see "World 
food crisis stirs revolt," June-July 2008 N&L). 

In mid-June — while fires were raging, flood and 
tornado survivors were trying to put their lives back 
together, nearly a billion people struggled with chron- 
ic hunger, and scientists issued reports on climate 
change's perils — the world's governments met in Bonn, 
Germany, for yet another UN Climate Change Confer- 
ence. One and a half years after the 2009 Copenhagen 
climate summit's collapse revealed the hollowness of 
capitalist states' negotiations, they keep going through 
the motions, full of sound and fury, signifying nothing. 

The negotiators' rhetoric of "common but dif- 
ferentiated responsibilities" — between developed 
(industrialized) and developing countries — can- 
not hide the ever-growing greenhouse gas emis- 
sions, and the disparity of costs and impacts hit- 
ting the poorest countries hardest. 

Over 60% of emissions cuts by 2020 are likely to 
come from developing countries, according to Oxfam. At 
the same time, they are also more vulnerable to harm- 
ful effects of global warming, and yet what little is be- 
ing spent to adapt to these effects is mostly within the 
richest countries. 

While the negotiators in Bonn spun their wheels 
in preparation for another hollow summit at the end 
of the year in Durban, South Africa, another meeting 
in Lima, Peru, told the tale of the dangerous road the 
rulers are taking. The week after the Bonn conference, 
the UN's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) held a meeting on geoengineering — that is, 
large-scale manipulation of the planet to modify the cli- 
mate. This extremely dangerous course looks more and 
more likely to be taken as the capitalist system fiddles 
with fruitless negotiations and pathetically inadequate 
national and local reforms, essentially giving up on 
achieving effective emission reductions. If trapped in 


Defying laws against public demonstrations, tens 
of thousands of protestors, self-described "indignados, " 
occupied Madrid's Puerta del Sol and gathered in 162 
squares in towns and cit- 
ies across Spain protesting 
unemployment, govern- 
ment austerity and a po- 
litical system that serves 
only the banks and big 
business. Following are 
excerpts from an in-person 
participant-observer sent 
to us by the editors of the 
Hindi publication, Farid- 
abad Majdoor Samachar. 

A friend says, "Now 
it's not a matter of taking 
the streets, it's a matter 
of creating the square." 

She’s pointing out a deci- 
sive difference we have to 
understand. 

What do we, in the 
square, have in common? 

Not a specific demand, more like sharing of a problem. 
The problem is representation. We don't want those 
who have the least, to pay for the crisis. But this is 
what is happening. People should rule, representation 
should be representative. That is why "They call it de- 
mocracy but it's not” and "They don't represent us” are 
the two hit slogans here. I wander around Sol and see 
three posters in a row: "Self-management," "Reform the 
electoral laws,” and "We don't want corrupt politicians, 
we want efficient managers." 

Another friend says: "Its like everyone is in love. 
Look, what smiles." From the first day I was impressed 
with the seriousness, the high degree of maturity and 
organization throughout the camp. There is abundant 
food and coffee (much donated by neighbors). Cleaning 
is done with care and we are continually reminded that 
"this is not a party.” On Thursday there were a couple of 
play areas for children with cardboard floors and lots of 
kids playing and painting. In the groups and the com- 
missions, which are meeting all over the place, there 


a burning house, you will take any desperate measure 
to save your hide, but it would have been better to put 
out the fire before it spread, instead of pretending that 
it didn't exist. 

Over 100 organizations, 
from Via Campesina to the 
Dogwood Alliance, signed a let- 
ter to the IPCC protesting the 
meeting, pointing out, "Inter- 
national peasant organizations, 
indigenous peoples, and social 
movements have all expressed 
outright opposition to such mea- 
sures as a false solution to the 
climate crisis." They objected 
to the exclusion of independent 
organizations, to the treatment of geoengineering as 
scientific and not political, and to the influential roles 
the meeting gave to scientists with financial interests 
in geoengineering. 

The Bonn meeting too drew much criticism 
from social movements. Brazilian Indigenous, en- 

Stop FBI Attacks! 

Los Angeles — On June 16, over 100 demonstrators 
gathered at the Alhambra court building in support of 
longtime Chicano community activist Carlos Montes. 
He is charged with six counts, mostly possession of fire- 
arms, though his guns are all registered. 

After the hearing, he spoke to his supporters out- 
side the court building. He said his arrest is a "broad- 
ening" of the Sept. 24, 2010, FBI raids when 23 Minne- 
apolis and Chicago anti-war activists were served with 
grand jury subpoenas. The pretext for the investigation 
is "material support of terrorism." All the activists 
were just exercising their First Amendment rights in 
a peaceful way. A week after the September raid, Car- 
los moderated a solidarity rally at the downtown Los 
Angeles Federal Building in support of the 23 anti-war 
activists. 

The attack on Carlos started in the early morn- 
ing of May 17 when the L.A. County Sheriff S.W.A.T. 
team and FBI agents broke down Carlos's front door 
and stormed into his home. They arrested him, took his 
computers, cell phones and paper documents, and ques- 
tioned him about his political affiliations. 

We demand return of all confiscated materials 
and an end to the repression and grand jury proceed- 
ings against anti-war activists. We ask that letters of 
support for Carlos be mailed to stopfbila@gmail.com. 
Call or write Attorney General Eric Holder, the White 
House and Congressional representatives. — Activist 


are astonishing levels of listening, as if it were clear to 
all that it is less important what each one brings with 
him or her than what we can create together. 

"Here a person can 
live!" says someone near 
me. The collective effort 
to take care of the space 
builds, during a few days, 
a little habitable world 
with room for all of us. It 
is what I read about Tah- 
rir Square a few months 
ago. 

It seems that in the pla- 
za in the center of Sol, where 
the working-groups operate, 
money is not accepted. Any 
collaboration or donation is 
welcome, but not money. 

"The democracy we 
want is already the organi- 
zation of the square itself. " 
Blessed be those who de- 
cided not to budge from Sol 
after the demonstration. I thought it was planned by 
those who called for the demonstration, but that was 
not so. It is one of those incredible gestures that make 
things happen against all predictions. 

— Amador Fernandez Savater 
It's true that we're indignant. But not just that. If 
it were just indignation that brought us together in the 
streets and squares of our cities, the movement would 
have less force. Once the moment of excitement had 
passed we would have gone home. That is not what is 
happening. After the demonstrations, groups — some 
larger, some smaller — have camped in the squares and 
after being evicted, have returned again and again. This 
shows a will to be heard which goes far beyond mere 
indignation, a will which is opening up new means of 
doing politics on the basis of the idea that "politics" is 
not only nor principally a profession — the "business" of 
the so-called political class — but rather that politics is 
the only way we have to resolve problems collectively. 

— Montserrat Galceran 


vironmental, peasant and social justice groups 
issued a letter demanding that Brazil's govern- 
ment reject market mechanisms as instruments 
to reduce emissions, such 
as REDD, which allows de- 
veloped countries to count 
as reductions certain pro- 
grams that claim to reduce 
deforestation in developing 
lands — their effectiveness is 
questionable, but they tend 
to turn forests into planta- 
tions and expel the tradi- 
tional inhabitants. 

A gathering of African 
groups issued the statement, 
"Stand up for Africa! Stand up for climate justice!” As 
against the industrialized countries embarking on the 
"destruction" of the Kyoto accord on climate change, 
they called for its extension, minus the market-oriented 
loopholes, along with a series of demands for "just tran- 
sition” to new "systems and methods of production and 
consumption.” 

One thing the movement deeply needs is to connect 
its calls for a new system of production and consump- 
tion with social revolution as the only way to achieve 
it, both in the deepening of ongoing revolutions in the 
Arab lands and in the need for social revolutions world- 
wide. Up to this point, the word "revolution" has too 
often been used by environmentalists as a bogeyman to 
scare the capitalists into doing something serious about 
the food crisis and climate change. 

— Franklin Dmitryev 

A divided Canada 

Following the May 2 federal elections, Canadians 
woke up to a very different Canada. In this "new" Cana- 
da the polarization of Canadian society has finally fully 
revealed itself, polarized by social class, between Eng- 
lish-speaking and French-speaking, and between the 
"Right” and "Left" ends of the political spectrum. The 
Conservatives, a true right-wing Party under Stephen 
Harper, are firmly in power for the next four years, with 
166 seats out of 308 in Parliament. The Liberal Party 
has shrunk to insignificance on the federal level, and 
the Bloc Quebecois even more so. The social democratic 
New Democratic Party (NDP/NPD) is now the official 
opposition for the first time in history, with 103 seats. 
Many French-Canadians see the Conservative victory 
as a racist result, and working people across Canada 
see the situation as very dangerous for them. 

Despite this surface appearance of hopelessness, a 
lot of movement and change is in the air. Michael Igna- 
tieff, the Liberal leader who championed the Iraq War 
and vaunts his aristocratic roots, is out of the picture. It 
is an indication that the Canadian people may be tired of 
"public intellectuals" like him, super-financed by corpo- 
rate, government, or other multi-millionaire "silent part- 
ners.” This is one way that Canada's rulers keep their 
grip on power, by sending academicians-for-hire into the 
fray to muddy the public discourse, much like the "confu- 
sionist" philosophers of the former Soviet Union. 

The other hopeful sign is that the NDP/NPD 
victory may open up the possibility for new coop- 
eration between English- and French-Canadian 
workers. 

The NDP/NPD is now thoroughly integrated; over 
half of its Members of Parliament are from Quebec (59, 
to 44 in all of the other provinces). Most of Quebec went 
for the NDP/NPD, but so also did many ridings in the 
Toronto area, especially inside the city itself, and there 
were a large number in British Columbia. 

The question of the "two solitudes,” French and 
English, of whether there will be equality across Cana- 
da or sovereignty for Quebec, is more urgent than ever. 
The error of the Bloc Quebecois, a social democratic 
party, may have been tail-ending the provincial Parti 
Quebecois, and failing to address the concerns of the 
large numbers of French-Canadians who now work out- 
side of Quebec in bilingual provinces. 

The war on the French language by Canada’s rul- 
ers continues unabated, but the real reason for their 
use of racism against Quebec may be economic, and it 
may really be the prelude to an all-out war on English- 
Canadian workers. In Canada, the destruction of the 
"middle class" has not been as intense as in the U. S., 
and especially not in Quebec. In Quebec, 40% of work- 
ers are unionized, one of the highest rates in the world, 
and the social safety net continues to be the best in the 
Western Hemisphere, despite its imperfections. The 
dimension of racism against French-Canadians and 
against Indigenous people remains key to Canadian 
history, and that pustule needs to burst soon. However 
the question of equality/sovereignty turns out, this new 
possibility of English, French, and Indigenous Canadi- 
ans working together for greater equality, in what on 
the surface looks like a grim situation, may give us a 
glimpse of what a new, truly human and free society, 
might be like. — D. Cheneville, Bay Area, and 

P. J., Quebec City 


Reports from Spain's Puerta del Sol Square 



Demonstrators continuing their assemblies and encampments in June 
against the Spanish Parliament. They marched on the Parliament dis- 
cussions of austerity measures, gesturing "No nos representan" (they 
don't represent us). 
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Greece: Tahrir Squared 


by Gerry Emmett 

The Arab Spring has galvanized resistance to Eu- 
ropean governments' aim of resolving capitalism's crisis 
on the backs of the working class. Revolutionary ideas 
communicate across greater barriers than the Mediter- 
ranean Sea. Across southern Europe, resistance to aus- 
terity has begun to express itself in terms learned from 
Tahrir Square. 

On May 15 a mass movement 
of Indignados (angry ones) began in 
Spain with the occupation of the Puer- 
ta del Sol in Madrid. (See "Greece, de- 
mocracy and the economic crisis," p. 5.) 

As in Tahrir Square the movement was 
marked by self-organization. One par- 
ticipant echoed the youth of Egypt: 

"We believe the best way forward 
is to be active participants, rather than 
simply restricted to listening and not 
acting. This movement is led by popu- 
lar means, by assemblies, through 
consensus. It's the people who decide 
where this is going; it's not one person 
who drags all the others with him — 
that's exactly what we want to avoid." 

After a month in which this move- 
ment spread to over 50 cities and 
towns, the Spanish squares are now emptying, as the 
movement attempts to find its next step. 

Peru elects Humala 

The presidential election in Peru is more important 
for who was not elected, Keiko Fujimori, than for who 
was, Ollanta Humala. Fujimori, daughter of the former 
president who now sits in jail, was narrowly defeated. 
She had surrounded herself with her father's advisers, 
bent on returning Peru to a repressive, rightist regime. 

The Indigenous of the mountains, the south and 
the Amazon, together with the poor workers of the 
north coast and radical intellectuals fearing a restora- 
tion of the dictatorship, united in backing Humala. The 
entrepreneur class, the urban middle class, racists and 
rightists — encouraged by the U.S. embassy — fearful of 
Humala as a radical, even a "revolutionary," voted for 
Fujimori. 

But who is Humala? Never a Leftist, he is a mili- 
tary man, somewhat a nationalist, and a moderate on 
Indigenous rights. 

Now, the poor and the Indigenous will surely mo- 
bilize for their just demands on the economic, social 
and ecological front. The question is whether Humala 
is willing or even able to challenge the interests of capi- 
tal, particularly foreign mining capital. The signs are 
not encouraging. 

On the international front, the U.S. will be un- 
happy that its right-wing grip along the Pacific Coast, 
Colombia to Chile, has been weakened by the election. 
Peru will be looking to deal with Brazil, the U.S.'s 
South American rival. 

However, it will not be Humala who will carry 
out transformative social changes. Only if the Ayma- 
ras, Quechuas and other Indigenous, following the ex- 
amples of their sisters and brothers in Bolivia, come 
together with poor workers and the urban poor, plus 
a more developed Left than currently exists, can the 
masses find the means to coalesce and push the new 
president. Only then, can an authentic new beginning 
be made. — Eugene Walker 


On May 25, inspired by the Indignados, the move- 
ment again sprang up (via a Facebook call) in Athens, 
Greece's Syntagma Square. Tens of thousands continue 
to occupy this square outside the Greek Parliament. 
Similar occupations have sprung up in cities around 
the country, becoming known as "the democracy of the 
squares.” 

This new movement is planning to come together 
with labor in a two-day general strike against auster- 
ity on June 
27-28. The 
Greek union 
bureaucracy 
won't call 
for an open- 
ended general 
strike. The 
ruling class 
remains bone- 
terrified by 
the prospect. 

In both 
Spain and 
Greece, work- 
ers, women, 
youth, LG- 
BTQ people 
have partici- 
pated as part of the People's Assemblies debating how 
things could change, and what kind of society they 
want to live in. 

There's a similarity here to the way the Civil Rights 
Movement influenced other freedom movements in the 
U.S. For example, the Free Speech Movement, which 
sprang up in Berkeley at the University of California 
in 1964, was directly inspired by the non-violent civil 
disobedience learned from the Black freedom struggle. 
Many Berkeley students participated in the Mississippi 
Freedom Summer. 

Similarly, a delegation of Egyptian workers was 
heartily cheered in Syntagma Square. 

There has also been a presence in the squares of 
the Right, in both Spain and Greece, attempting to cap- 
italize on the mass disillusion with established political 
parties. In any genuine mass movement this will hap- 
pen. The Young Republicans were also participants in 
the Free Speech Movement, at the very moment when 
the Barry Goldwater and George Wallace presidential 
campaigns were introducing a whole new level of retro- 
gression into U.S. politics — what later became a reac- 
tionary onslaught that the world is still fighting today. 

To wit: it isn't enough for revolutionaries to focus 
only on what we are against. The movement of the 
squares searches for a positive vision of freedom. 


After 50 years in which millions have died, South- 
ern Sudan becomes an independent nation on July 9. 
It is a momentous occasion marked by contradictions. 

In Southern Sudan: While the Sudanese People's 
Liberation Movement has been the primary organiza- 
tion in the liberation struggle, a number of splits oc- 
curred recently, and it remains to be seen how these 
different factions will co-exist in the new nation, not 
excluding armed struggle. 

In Sudan: President Omar al-Bashir, the archi- 
tect of genocidal wars against the South and Darfur, 
remains in power despite being indicted for war crimes. 
His latest "ethnic cleansing" operation is in Abyei, a 
disputed border area between Sudan and Southern 


China's migrant revolt 

Thousands of migrant workers exploded onto the 
streets in the industrial suburb of Zengcheng in Guang- 
dong province and vented their rage for a week. Secu- 
rity forces had thrown to the pavement a 20-year-old 
pregnant migrant worker from Sichuan, while clearing 
the street and removing her peddler's cart. 

Migrant workers walked out of factories and dem- 
onstrated, burning down government buildings. Police 
used violence to try to rein in the workers. The state- 
capitalist regime also demanded from their partners, 
the owners of factories, that they keep workers locked 
inside and prevent them from continuing the protests. 

Repressing the internet, authorities tried to 
isolate the migrant workers. They have blocked 
even the city's name, Zengcheng, from searches, 
although they have not been able to stop all cell- 
phone video of the uprising. 

Migrant workers from interior provinces like Si- 
chuan are China's undocumented workers because 
they lack residence permits for the coastal factory ar- 
eas where they work. They have been indispensible to 
the two-decades-long transformation of China into the 
world’s workshop, which gives them leverage within 
production that their legal status does not. 

It cannot have escaped China's rulers that the 
abuse of one peddler in Tunisia, and his public suicide, 
was the spark for the revolt that began Arab Spring. 
A sociologist at Beijing’s prestigious Tsinghua Univer- 
sity calculated that there were 180,000 mass incidents 
within China in 2010. That doubles the already re- 
markable number of strikes, demonstrations and peas- 
ant protests each year five to ten years ago, but protests 
have sharpened in 2011. 

China's rulers fear workers' revolt, but have 
also acted strongly against stirrings in strategic 
border ethnic "autonomous regions" — engineer- 
ing bloody repression in Tibet and Xinjiang. 

But when a Han Chinese truck driver ran down 
and killed a Mongolian trying to block coal trucks tak- 
ing shortcuts across the grazing land of Inner Mongo- 
lia, the resulting outrage and protest marches of thou- 
sands on May 26 were far more threatening. 

Inner Mongolia is the chief source of coal for the 
energy-starved Chinese economy. More importantly it 
is close to home — the regional capital of Hohhot is bare- 
ly 100 miles from Beijing. Mongolian rights to life and 
land became the basis for protests even though Mon- 
golians now make up only one-fifth of the population, 
overwhelmed by Han Chinese immigration. The num- 
bers of Han Chinese who joined in protest should dou- 
bly concern authorities. The government locked down 
campuses and otherwise disrupted the day of protest of 
May 31, and hastily sentenced to death the coal truck 
driver. — Bob McGuire 


Sudan, and in the southern states of Sudan where the 
Dinka and Nuba peoples live. 

Sudan in the north is predominantly Arab and 
Muslim, but many of the non-Arab populations in its 
southern states support Southern Sudan's self-deter- 
mination. Bashir is attempting to hold that area by 
driving these populations out. 

Bashir's rule in the Arab-majority north is authori- 
tarian, and he has used the Arab-African ethnic division 
to pursue his aims in the south. His occupation of Abyei 
is about oil reserves, not solely territory and peoples. 

Authentic self-determination for the peoples of Su- 
dan and Southern Sudan — African and Arab alike — re- 
mains a task to be done. — E.W. 



Challenges for independent Southern Sudan 


NEWS AND LETTERS COMMITTEES 

Who We Are And What We Stand For 


News and Letters Committees is an 
organization of Marxist-Humanists that 
since its birth has stood for the abolition 
of capitalism, both in its private property 
form as in the U.S., and its state prop- 
erty form, as it has historically appeared 
in state-capitalist regimes calling them- 
selves Communist as in Russia and Chi- 
na. We stand for the development of new 
human relations, what Marx first called 
a new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, 
the year of the Detroit wildcat strikes 
against Automation and the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott against segregation — activi- 
ties which signaled a new movement from 
practice that was itself a form of theory. 
News & Letters was created so that the 
voices of revolt from below could be heard 
unseparated from the articulation of a 
philosophy of liberation. 

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910-1987), 
founder of the body of ideas of Marxist- 
Humanism, became Chairwoman of the 


National Editorial Board and National 
Chairwoman of the Committees from its 
founding to 1987. Charles Denby (1907- 
83), a Black production worker, author 
of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's 
Journal, became editor of the paper from 
1955 to 1983. Dunayevskaya's works, 
Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until 
Today (1958), Philosophy and Revolu- 
tion: From Hegel to Sartre and from 
Marx to Mao (1973), and Rosa Luxem- 
burg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution (1982) spell out 
the philosophic ground of Marx's Hu- 
manism internationally, as American 
Civilization on Trial concretizes it on the 
American scene and shows the two-way 
road between the U.S. and Africa. 

This body of ideas challenges all 
those desiring freedom to transcend the 
limitations of post-Marx Marxism, be- 
ginning with Engels. In light of the crises 
of our nuclearly armed world, it becomes 
imperative not only to reject what is, but 


to reveal and further develop the revolu- 
tionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present. The new visions of the future 
which Dunayevskaya left us in her work 
from the 1940s to the 1980s are rooted in 
her discovery of Marx's Marxism in its 
original form as a new Humanism and 
in her re-creation of that philosophy for 
our age as Marxist-Humanism. This is 
recorded in the documents on microfilm 
and open to all under the title The Raya 
Dunayevskaya Collection — Marxist-Hu- 
manism: A Half-Century of Its World De- 
velopment. 

Dunayevskaya's philosophic com- 
prehension of her creation and develop- 
ment of Marxist-Humanism, especially 
as expressed in her 1980s writings, pres- 
ents the vantage point for re-creating 
her ideas anew. Seeking to grasp that 
vantage point for ourselves and make 
it available to all who struggle for free- 
dom, we have published Dunayevskaya's 
original 1953 philosophic breakthrough 


and her final 1987 Presentation on the 
Dialectics of Organization and Philoso- 
phy in The Philosophic Moment of Marx- 
ist-Humanism (1989), and donated new 
supplementary volumes to the Raya Du- 
nayevskaya Collection. News and Letters 
Committees aims at developing and con- 
cretizing this body of ideas for our time. 

In opposing this capitalistic, racist, 
sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have organized ourselves into a com- 
mittee form of organization rather than 
any elitist party "to lead." We partici- 
pate in all class and freedom struggles, 
nationally and internationally. As our 
Constitution states: "It is our aim... to 
promote the firmest unity among work- 
ers, Blacks and other minorities, women, 
youth and those intellectuals who have 
broken with the ruling bureaucracy of 
both capital and labor.” We do not sepa- 
rate mass activities from the activity of 
thinking. Send for a copy of the Constitu- 
tion of News and Letters Committees. 






WORKSHOPTALKS 


ER certainties: 
death and co-pays 

by Htun Lin 

A patient shows up in the emergency room, expect- 
ing care, and wanting to be seen by a doctor. But the 
gulf between the patient's expectations and the reality 
of HMO practice is right out of "The Twilight Zone." 

Even before the patient gets to see the doctor, a 
healthcare worker like me walks in as part of a whole 
army of HMO personnel, setting in motion a battery 
of incomprehensible protocols — just doing our jobs as 
they were designed by the HMO bureaucracy. "Sir, we 
have a few questions..." the interview begins. Big ques- 
tions before admittance are, "What other insurance do 
you carry? How are you going to pay for your co-pay- 
ment?" The befuddled patient often asks, "Can't you 
just bill me?" "No sir, our policy is that your co-pay is 
due at the time of service, which is now." 

No sooner than a whole gamut of admitting ques- 
tionnaires is completed, in comes a discharge planner. 
"Sir, do you have a living trust?... If your heart stops or 
breathing stops, do you want us to resuscitate you?" 

The patient, sometimes not even fully conscious, 
often looks bewildered, as if to ask, "Gee, I guess so. 
Doesn't my coming to the emergency room speak for 
itself? Of course I want something done. And why am 
I being discharged before I’m even admitted?" We tell 
them this is just required protocol. That protocol puts 
discharge ahead of diagnosis and treatment. 

continued on p. 3 
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Revolts 
shake Libya, Syria 


While the world's attention focused on the long- 
expected fall of Libyan dictator Muammar al-Qaddafi, 
the Syrian regime of President Bashar al-Assad has 
conducted a Ramadan massacre that ranks as one of 
the greatest atrocities of the counter-revolutionary re- 
action to the Arab Spring. The Syrian masses will cer- 
tainly take heart at Qaddafi’s defeat, however he might 
manage to protract it with his military and financial 
resources. He and Assad are one in their hatred and 
contempt for their own peoples. 

Qaddafi’s influence has been reduced to Sirte, the 
center of his tribe, and a few other places. The basis of 
his rule was, in the end, as narrow as that of Saddam 
Hussein in Iraq. The most that he can hope for now, if 
his "resistance" continues, is to produce a mindless ter- 
rorism similar to Saddam's. It is simply the other side 
of his rule, the terror without the state power. 

ARAB SPRING DESTROYS OLD ATTITUDES 


Like Assad’s brutality, which is directed at one of 
the most sustained, inspiring and non-violent mass 
movements that the modern world has witnessed — a 
movement which should make any one of us proud to 
be human — Qaddafi's madness incarnates all the con- 
tempt with which the masses of the Middle East have 
been viewed, a cynical, old attitude which the Arab 
Spring has destroyed utterly. 

At the same time, it is important to see the dif- 
ference between the situations in Libya and Syria. In 
Syria the Arab Spring has brought us back to the most 
basic of all understandings: the opposite of war is 
revolution. This is as profound a question as any that 
has been opened in this year of revolutions. 

Qaddafi had a certain symbolic importance, limited 

continued on p. 8 
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Political spectacles cannot hide 
reality of deranged capitalism 


by Ron Kelch 

At the end of a months-long political spectacle in 
Washington — manufactured over irrelevancies con- 
cerning what should have been a routine raising of the 
national debt limit before the Aug. 2 deadline — reality 
struck with a bombshell: the anemic "jobless” recovery 
in the U.S. has stalled. The economy is getting worse 
and there is no solution under capitalism. Revised data 
revealed that the economy grew at less than 1% in the 
first half of the year. The 9.1% unemployment rate is 
really over 16% when you consider that at 63.9% the 
level of labor par- 
ticipation in the 
economy is the low- 
est since the Great 
Recession started in 
2007. 

Economists wor- 
ry that the global 
economy is poised 
for a double dip re- 
cession. Most agree 
that, for the foresee- 
able future, at best 
there will be low or 
no growth — namely, 
a prolonged depres- 
sion in employment. 

The government 
spared no expense in 
immediately rescu- 
ing the finance sec- 
tor in the face of a 
total meltdown in 2008. A completely inadequate stim- 
ulus package, which is about to run out, barely made a 
dent in mass unemployment. Now, in the face of a new 
downturn, there is the highest long-term unemploy- 
ment since the Great Depression. 

FANATICAL TEA PARTY POLITICS 

Republican Tea Party fanatics, who control the 
U.S. House of Representatives, were willing to risk a 
default on the national debt by refusing to raise the 
debt limit. A default would have triggered a "financial 
Armageddon” and pushed the already weak U.S. and 
world economies into an abyss. The mass misery this 
would have generated was of no consequence to the 
Tea Party, for whom nothing mattered except gutting 
spending on all social programs and stopping any tax 
increases for the wealthy. 

The tax structure in the U.S. is so outrageous that 
billionaire Warren Buffett pleaded with the politicians 
to stop "coddling" the rich like him whose tax burden, 
at 17.4%, is less than half of the average 36% paid by 


the other 20 employees in his office. Inequality in the 
U.S., where the top fifth has 84% of the national wealth 
while the bottom two fifths have a mere 0.3%, is one of 
the most extreme in the world. One fifth of children 
in this richest country on earth grow up in poverty. 
Thus, as the Aug. 2 deadline approached, without a 
care to these facts or the consequences of their actions, 
the Republicans got what they wanted. Standard & 
Poors (S&P) promptly lowered the U.S. credit rating 
from AAA to AA+, not because of a U.S. inability to pay 
its debts, but because such a deranged political system 
can no longer be counted on to do so. 

The religious fa- 
natics who control the 
Republican Party like 
Michele Bachmann 
and Texas governor 
Rick Perry adhere to 
"Dominionism," which 
holds that certain 
Christians should not 
let anything get in the 
way of fulfilling their 
destiny: to run the 
government accord- 
ing to their strictures 
and in turn impose 
them throughout so- 
ciety. Dominionist 
views are totally di- 
vorced from reality — 
whether on evolution, 
global warming or the 
nature of homosexual- 
ity — but, when they include ruining the economy, then 
many capitalists get scared. Such a deranged single- 
minded reach for power on the part of these ideologues 
can't be dismissed, however, precisely because capi- 
talists are still so willing to use them to force cuts on 
workers' pensions, healthcare and education to pay for 
deficits from wars, tax cuts for the rich, and specula- 
tive excesses that caused the downturn. 
KEYNESIANISM AND AUSTERITY-INDUCED 
DOWNWARD SPIRAL 

The capitalist dilemma is that austerity has also 
revealed itself as a deranged policy that makes the 
deficits worse because it drives down economic growth. 
In Europe, an austerity-induced downward spiral in 
employment and living conditions has been met with 
mass strikes, riots and "Take the Square" movements 
inspired by the Arab Spring and demands for "Real 
Democracy." Nationalism is tearing apart Europe's 

continued on p. 10 



Verizon workers ail across the U.S. went out on strike for 1 5 days to force the company 
to bargain in good faith. Represented by the Communications Workers of America and 
the international Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, they agreed not to strike again for 
30 days. Verizon called for draconian measures that would have destroyed the union. 
The workers are ready to resume their strike when necessary. 


Somalia famine, climate and capitalism 


The famine in the Horn of Africa is finally getting 
attention, though it has been years in the making, now 
that shocking pictures of starving Somali children have 
become a regular feature on the nightly news. So far 
tens of thousands of people have died, half of them chil- 
dren under the age of five. 

The suffering of nearly 12 million people in the 
Horn who could starve without aid, and the flight of 
nearly one million Somalis to other countries, are not 
just products of climate change — let alone of just "na- 
ture” — but of the way the crumbling global capitalist 
order is responding to climate change. 

The failure in the last two years of what used to 
be the region's normal rains, bringing about the worst 
drought in six decades, coincides with rising food prices 
across the world. This is in a land that has suffered 20 
years of war, and general neglect by the rich countries 
that have profited at the expense of Africans and others 
while pouring greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. 

Washington is pointing fingers at A1 Shabab, the 
reactionary Islamist militia that controls southern So- 
malia, where the famine is worst. U.S. sanctions, cou- 
pled with threats from A1 Shabab, have kept aid agen- 
cies out of that area. 

For their part, A1 Shabab cares more about their 
struggle for power than the people they lord over. While 


denying there is a famine, they blocked starving peo- 
ple from leaving their territory, on pain of death. They 
banned immunizations as a "Western plot," increasing 
the threat of a measles epidemic that has now begun. 
Villagers report that A1 Shabab has blocked rivers to 
divert their water to commercial farmers. 
GOVERNMENT STEALS, PEOPLE STARVE 

Nor does the U.S. -supported Transitional Federal 
Government (TFG) have clean hands. Up to half of aid 
deliveries are being stolen and resold in Mogadishu. So- 
mali government troops have looted sacks of grain and 
killed several people in camps where fighting erupted 
as food was distributed. 

An Aug. 14 Human Rights Watch report, "You 
Don’t Know Who to Blame,'" describes routine viola- 
tions of civilians' human rights by Somali troops, in- 
cluding indiscriminate shelling and summary killings. 
The report chronicles similar abuses by militias set up 
in Somalia by neighboring Ethiopia and Kenya and by 
the TFG's Ugandan and Burundian allies, fighting un- 
der the African Union banner, as well as by A1 Shabab. 

Those starving people who survived A1 Shabab 
threats and a trek through the desert to cross the bor- 
der into Kenya have been herded into the area in and 
around the Dadaab refugee camp — over 400,000 people 

continued on p. 10 
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No power for bishops or mullahs! 


by Terry Moon 

The racist U.S. Right has used the specter of ter- 
rorism in attacking Muslim religious law, Sharia, as a 
way to build and deepen fear of all Muslims and for- 
ward their reactionary agenda of racism against all 
minorities, sexism, and anti-immigrationism. Genuine 
feminist organizations like the decades-old Women Liv- 
ing Under Muslim Laws and the Britain-based One 
Law for All make sure to distinguish themselves from 
such anti-human organizations. 

A new One Law publication, Enemies Not Allies: 
The Far-Right, shows how right-wing British anti- 
Sharia groups "betray an unwillingness to distinguish 
between Muslims and Islamists and reveal a desire to 
target Muslims en masse." 1 

It exposes a racist U.S. group, led by Pamela Geller 
and Robert Spencer: "In 2010 Spencer defended his 
and Geller's colleague Joseph John Jay, who had rec- 
ommended the wholesale slaughter' of Muslim civil- 
ians, including children. Spencer has also written that 
1. "Enemies Not Allies: The Far-Right," published by One Law 
for All, August 2011, pp. 5-8. 


by Artemis 



Unite Here, a union for service workers, has filed 
charges against the management of Hyatt Hotels for 
turning heat lamps on hotel housekeepers picketing the 
Chicago Hyatt for safer jobs in July in near 100 degree 
temperatures. Nearly all hotel housekeepers are wom- 
en and most are women of color and immigrants. After 
downsizing, they face even more health and safety risks 
from increasing workloads involving lifting 100-pound 
mattresses and cleaning with toxic chemicals. They 
have the highest injury rate of all service workers, and 
most report work-related pain that can become physi- 
cal disabilities. They also report a pattern of sexual ha- 
rassment from male guests. 

* * * 

In Birmingham, England, about 500 people at- 
tended UK Feminista's two-day "2011 Summer School" 
in August, which trained new feminist activists in 
campaigning and direct action. UK Feminista is a new 
organization created in response to a "massive resur- 
gence" in feminism and designed to link "ordinary peo- 
ple" with existing feminist groups. 

* * * 

Ultraconservative members of the U.S. Congress 
have introduced legislation to reinstate the "Global 
Gag Rule." Previously enacted as an executive order 
by Republican Presidents and rescinded by Democratic 
ones, it would cause foreign health organizations that 
inform their patients about abortion to lose U.S. fund- 
ing. In the past, this policy caused thousands of deaths 
from illegal abortions and prevented women from re- 
ceiving contraception and healthcare. The House has 
also proposed a 39% cut to Obama's funding request for 
international family planning and reproductive health 
services as well as an end to U.S. support for the UN 
Population Fund. 

* * * 

Between 1929 and 1974, the state of North Caro- 
lina forcibly sterilized over 7,600 victims, most of whom 
were young, poor, Black, and female. In June, Elaine 
Riddick, who has fought the legal system for repara- 
tions for 40 years, testified before the Governor's Task 
Force to Determine the Method of Compensation for 
Victims of North Carolina's Eugenics Board about her 
own unconsenting sterilization at the age of 14. The 
taskforce, formed by Gov. Beverly Perdue in 2009, es- 
timates that there are over 2,000 victims still living. 

* * * 

On Aug. 31 Survivors of Institutional Abuse (SIA) 
will hold its first press conference at the Center for In- 
quiry-West in Los Angeles to call attention to damage 
suffered by survivors of fundamentalist facilities for 
troubled teens. These cult-like facilities, also including 
so-called "ex-gay therapy" programs, inflict severe psy- 
chological abuse and often physical and sexual abuse. 
Legislation against them has been defeated in Con- 
gress in spite of the deaths that have occurred. An SIA 
conference for survivors is planned for February 2012. 


there is 'no distinction' between American Muslims 
and Jihadists.... Geller and Spencer have also defend- 
ed Serbian war criminals.... 

Islamism and the far-Right 
are two sides of the same coin 
using similar methods, ide- 
ologies and tactics in order to 
promote their bleak and inhu- 
man worldview.” 

Clearly it is not fear of re- 
ligious law trumping secular 
laws that animates such crea- 
tures, as they have not one word to say against another 
actual religious doctrine seeking global hegemony. 

CATHOLIC HIERARCHY DANGEROUS TO 
WOMEN AND CHILDREN 

U.S. Catholic medical institutions now treat one in 
every six hospital patients and refuse to do abortions or 
direct sterilizations, honor patients' end of life wishes, 
give rape victims the morning after pill, or dispense 
any birth control. They are particularly dangerous to 
women experiencing miscarriages and ectopic pregnan- 
cies — which are always life-threatening — because they 
delay or outright refuse treatment if there is even a 
hint of a fetal heartbeat, even when the woman's life 
is endangered and the fetus is bound to die regardless. 

Imagine the outcry if Muslim fundamentalists es- 
tablished a hospital that would allow a woman to die 
because there were no women doctors available at the 
time to treat her and they forbade the male doctors to 
help. Yet we know about the young woman in 2009, only 
11 weeks pregnant and suffering such severe pulmo- 
nary hypertension that she would die without an im- 
mediate abortion. St. Joseph's Hospital broke Catholic 
policy and the woman received the life-saving abortion. 
But the Phoenix diocese bishop was so incensed he de- 
clared the hospital no longer Catholic, and excommu- 
nicated the only nun on the ethics committee. He was 
sending a message: even if both the fetus and woman 
will die without an abortion, Catholic law must be 
obeyed. 

No imam or Muslim religious order has permanent 
observer status at the UN, but the Holy See — the gov- 
ernment of the Roman Catholic Church ruled by the 
Pope — does. In most UN conferences they are granted 
UN member status, including voice and vote. This has 
been most problematic at conferences on population, 
where they partnered with Sudan, Libya, Morocco and 
others to oppose emergency contraception for refugees, 
the promotion of condoms as protection against HIV/ 
AIDS, sex education, and making sure that legal abor- 
tion is safe and accessible. 

The Catholic hierarchy's power, rivaling state/na- 
tional/international governments, is also manifest in 
their decades-long cover-up of pedophile rapist priests. 
The recently published Cloyne Report revealed a 1997 
confidential letter from the Vatican's ambassador 
in Ireland to Irish bishops. It warned them that new 
Irish child protection policies violated canon law, which 
states that, instead of turning abusive priests over to 
civil authorities, they should appeal their cases to the 
Vatican. Furthermore, the letter dismissed the Irish 
guidelines as "a study document." 

NEED FOR NEW HUMAN SOCIETY 

It is far from an isolated incident. As Anne Bar- 
rett Doyle, co-director of BishopAccountability.org, put 
it, the report of "the Cloyne diocese in Ireland is eerily 
similar to the grand jury report released earlier this 
year by the district attorney of Philadelphia. Like Phil- 
adelphia archdiocesan officials, Catholic church leaders 
in the Cloyne diocese continue to show a brazen disre- 
gard for both civil law and the church's own internal 
policies." 2 

It is telling that the racist Muslim-haters never 
come out for the separation of church and state be- 
cause they have no problem with their interpretation of 
Christianity being the law of the land. What the whole 
rotten debate reveals — be it the bogus threat of Sharia 
taking hold in the U.S. or the real problem of a Catholic 
hierarchy determined to keep the power they have and 
take more — is the need for a total uprooting of such dis- 
gusting racism and sexism and the creation of a society 
based on new actual human relationships. 

2. "Reactions to the Cloyne Report," http://www.bishop-ac- 
countability.org/news2011/07_08/2011_07_14_Coday_Reac- 
tionsTo.htm 
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'A Strange Stirring’ 

A Strange Stirring: 'The Feminine Mystique' and 
American Women at the Dawn of the 1960s, by 

Stephanie Coontz (Basic Books, New York), 2011. 

A Strange Stirring is an examination of the situ- 
ation of U.S. women during the years surrounding the 
1963 publication of Betty Friedan's book The Feminine 
Mystique and how it helped the feminist movement 
change our culture. Friedan coined the term "Feminine 
Mystique" to describe what was going on in the lives 
of middle-class women diagnosed with the mysterious 
ailment psychologists called "the housewife syndrome." 
Friedan explained that women suffered depression be- 
cause they did not have the ideal lives that patriarchal 
society claimed. They had no opportunity to engage in 
creative, meaningful work. 

Coontz says it's hard today to understand the 
level of contempt aimed at women in the 1950s and 
1960s as well as the negative image that women had 
of themselves. The book describes some of that pe- 
riod’s brutally anti-woman laws. Also, psychologist 
Sigmund Freud’s popular theories of psychoanalysis 
caused women to live in fear that, whatever they did, 
they would "emasculate” men and make their children 
"neurotic.” Both the legal system and psychoanalysis 
assumed that women and men were like two different 
species, marked not only by completely different abili- 
ties and interests but by a supposed psychological need 
for male dominance and female submission. 

WHY FRIEDAN'S BOOK WAS A MUCKRAKER 

White middle-class women felt guilty even about 
feeling frustrated because they had materially better 
lives than their parents had during the Depression and 
were aware that African Americans were going through 
a much harder time struggling for their rights. Friedan 
countered this by discussing psychologist Abraham 
Maslow's theory of the hierarchy of needs, which states 
that self-actualization is a true need after basic surviv- 
al needs are met. Freidan also pointed out that men's 
need for self-development is routinely recognized and 
celebrated. 

Coontz says Friedan "turned Freud on his 
head" by stating that any women who did try to 
control their husbands or sons really needed to 
control their own lives (rather than accept a sub- 
missive, "feminine role") in order to have healthy 
relationships with men. Simplistic, conservative 
marriage "experts" thought that women's indepen- 
dence and participation in the workforce would 
damage marriages, but 
Coontz, an expert on 
the U.S. family, states 
that, after initially ris- 
ing when more women 
entered the workforce, 
divorce rates fell. To- 
day, they are lowest in 
states with over 70% 
of married women in 
the workforce. Couples 
with egalitarian gen- 
der views report higher 
marital quality. 

Critics complain that 
Friedan's book did not dis- 
cuss working-class women who were in the workforce by 
necessity. Friedan did not want to mention her past as 
a labor activist because she had seen the damage done 
to Leftists by McCarthyism. When she founded the Na- 
tional Organization for Women (NOW) and became its 
first president, most of NOW's early court cases focused 
on the rights of working-class and African-American 
women. Coontz discusses mail Friedan received from 
women stating they did feel they were contributing to 
society with working-class jobs and that their main rea- 
son for quitting was overwork because their husbands 
refused to do housework or childcare. 

THE FEMININE MYSTIQUE STILL LIBERATES 

Coontz also tackles Friedan's own myth that she 
had single-handedly revived the feminist movement. 
It was still there in organized form as professional 
women's groups that pressured Presidents behind the 
scenes on issues such as equal pay. These earlier groups 
allowed feminists to network and later form NOW. 

Coontz asks whether "men and women can, as 
Friedan predicted, 'finally see each other as they are' 
rather than through the distorted lens of gender ste- 
reotypes?" She briefly discusses new mystiques such as 
the Motherhood Mystique, in which mothers are afraid 
they are not doing enough for their children when they 
are actually spending more time with them than did 
housewives of the 1950s and 1960s. 

Although The Feminine Mystique is outdated by its 
reactionary fears that repressed housewives caused ho- 
mosexuality and female promiscuity in their children, 
it still liberates modern readers, especially those living 
in conservative areas. The rhetoric aimed at women in 
the 1950s and 1960s is eerily similar to that of the reli- 
gious Right today. The situation for women described in 
both books is one that our society could slip back into, 
but both Coontz and Friedan show a way out. 

— Adele 
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Car wash workers unionizing 


Editor's note: On Aug. 6, 15 young Mexican workers 
and student activists picketed the Robertson Car Wash 
for seven hours in support of low-wage immigrant car 
wash workers. They again picketed on Aug. 14, along 
with additional students from the AFL-CIO Union 
Summer program. 

Of the very few drivers who came to have their cars 
washed, over half of them turned away, taking flyers de- 
scribing the reason for the boycott. A janitor who has 
been picketing here for two years said that at the begin- 
ning the car wash was very busy, but since then business 
has declined. 

The CLEAN (Community -Labor-Environmental 
Action Network) Carwash Campaign is a coalition of la- 
bor unions, immigrant rights, environmental and other 
progressive organizations in support of 7,000 to 10,000 
car wash workers struggling to improve the substandard 
working conditions in the greater Los Angeles area. Its 
goal is also to help keep the environment clean and keep 
wastewater from polluting rivers and the ocean. Erik, a 
youth, writer, student and CLEAN Carwash Campaign 
organizer, told News & Letters: 

Los Angeles — When the Campaign first started 
talking to the workers three years ago, the workers told 
them what was going on, then said, "We want your help 
in fixing this.” For instance, an owner would have a car 
washer work ten hours, but maybe pay them for only 
five or six. The workers needed the money, so they ac- 
cepted it. There's a lot of that. 

The struggle includes having the boss provide 
clean drinking water, clean and proper restrooms, work 
in the shade, and rest and lunch breaks. California law 
says all workers are entitled to such breaks, regardless 
of their immigration status, but they aren't provided 
by owners. 

There is no standard for how car wash employers 
operate and treat the workers. Car wash owners oper- 
ate against existing labor laws. Workers have to handle 
toxic chemicals, sometimes acids and waxes. Owners 
try to gain as much money as possible by exploiting the 
workers. With some workers, there are language barri- 
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continued from p. 1 

Some days I’m not sure whether it is the patients, 
or those of us who have to impose these kinds of pres- 
sures on them, who are most troubled by that. Health- 
care workers don't like to be reduced to mere robots in 
an assembly line designed by the HMO. Both patients 
and workers feel dehumanized. 

It is a natural human tendency to want to help 
heal those who are ill. In today's HMOs, in "this econo- 
my,” that is not the bottom line. We rank and file in the 
ER feel a certain disquiet and apprehension, as well as 
indignation, as we see ourselves transformed into au- 
tomatons, feeding the computer with useless informa- 
tion, just to earn a paycheck. 

Everything we do at work is now dictated by the 
computer, turning healthcare workers into data entry 
appendages to the machine. Marx's admonition about 
the factory taking "all the human interest out of work" 
with its deadly drone of endless repetition and speedup, 
is gradually permeating the healthcare assembly line. 

The unions who are supposed to represent us are 
no help. Often their mantra is, we should be glad just to 
have a job "in this economy.” Why do we have to become 
something we don't like in order to keep our job? 

MANACLES ON OUR COLLECTIVE THINKING 

All the experts and labor "leaders" tell us daily 
there's a serious recession out there. But I feel the real 
recession persists in our heads. It is more like a depres- 
sion, a manacle on our collective thinking. Our society 
has made choices that dehumanize all of us. Those of 
us who still have a job feel scarcely more at ease than 
those who are chronically unemployed. Dehumaniza- 
tion is felt inside and outside the shop floor. 

The HMO's bottom line is not about how well the 
patient's illness is treated, but how to minimize costs. 
They remind us employees daily that we're a business. 
The corporate ethos is the survival of the business 
above all, over anyone else's survival. The work is de- 
signed to efficiently get out of committing further re- 
sources to keep patients alive or get them well. 

Human beings do not naturally conform to behav- 
ing like robots. In order to make this happen, the com- 
pany now offers all kinds of bonuses and incentives. 
Managers and workers alike have to be bribed to act 
unnaturally. Company executives are all too happy to 
factor this kind of cost into the budget. 

Managers get fat bonuses for keeping staffing as 
low as possible. The rank and file are also tantalized 
with the same carrot, if we achieve the goal of cost con- 
trol according to the metrics prescribed by computers. 

Metrics "in this economy," is to enhance the busi- 
ness's bottom line. It compels us to "downsize" our 
natural desire to care for others. We will not get out of 
this Twilight Zone unless we collectively deal with the 
recession inside our minds, reclaiming our own human- 
ity in our everyday working lives. 


ers. Sometimes, immigration status is involved. 

A lot of times, not understanding that they're en- 
titled to their rights, they fear the authorities. So it's 
hard for them to understand that their legal status has 
nothing to do with them as workers. The owners exploit 
this, threatening them and saying, if you don't cooper- 
ate, we're calling the police, or immigration; or, if you 
don't like this job, go somewhere else. People need to 
support themselves or their family, so out of that need 
they stay and put up with all that goes on. 

When businesses offer specials at bargain prices, it 
usually comes at a cost to the worker. There have been 
times when workers complained about not getting paid 
or not getting a break. They tell them to go home, or 
not to come back to work for a month. If the owners 
are really bad, they'll fire them, saying there are plenty 
of people who want the job, willing to put up with the 
abuse and not complain. 

Our goal is to reach an agreement with the own- 
ers, for them to sign a contract with the CLEAN Car- 
wash Campaign that unionizes the industry and brings 
about standard working conditions for all car washers. 

— Erik, CLEAN Car Wash Campaign 

Permanent army of 
the unemployed 

Detroit — The unemployment crisis is reaching far 
into the future. Whereas many government and private 
economists have been predicting that the economy will 
pick up in the next 
quarter or the next 
year, new reports 
conclude that in 50 
U.S. metropolitan 
areas, it will take 
at least a decade to 
regain employment 
lost since the 2008 
economic meltdown. 

In Detroit, 
which lost 323,400 jobs, the projection is that it will be 
2021 before those jobs are recovered; in Los Angeles, 
which lost 537,100 jobs, the recovery year is projected 
to be 2018 — and the data do not include the number of 
new jobs that would have to be created to fill the needs 
of new workers coming into the job market. The number 
of jobs required to hire new workers entering the work- 
force is 100,000 a month, a figure that is unlikely to be 
met under existing conditions. 

What this means is that "the permanent army of 
the unemployed," that Marx analyzed as being a con- 
sistent feature of capitalism, has at no time been more 
prevalent than today. This is what is keeping the po- 
litical leaders in this country — from President Obama 
to Congress and state and local politicians — awake at 
night as they grapple with the reality of over 20 million 
Americans unemployed or underemployed. 

But even this 20 million is inaccurate when tens 
of thousands of workers are not counted, both workers 
unemployed for years who have given up on getting a 
job, and youth who can't get a job. 

The present official 9.1% unemployment rate will 
not change much, if at all, and there is no time, even 
in the distant future, that anyone is predicting that the 
previous unemployment rate of 4.4% before the melt- 
down will be reached. As a matter of fact, the Washing- 
ton politicians are now talking about raising the "nor- 
mal unemployment rate" to 7% or 8%. 

Under present conditions of dismal job growth and 
a housing market consistently losing value due to fore- 
closures and lack of construction, both major growth 
factors under capitalism, there is nothing but increas- 
ing misery in store for unemployed workers and their 
families. For many millions, the only thing keeping 
them from literal starvation and homelessness is their 
unemployment compensation. 

This too is beginning to create nightmares for 
national and local politicians, because extended un- 
employment compensation, even after being extended 
many times to 99 weeks (almost two years), is to expire 
at the end of 2011. Government payments for all of its 
benefit programs amounted to $2.3 trillion in 2010, up 
from $1.7 trillion in 2007. 

This reflects the increasing dependency of millions 
of Americans on government payouts due to the eco- 
nomic meltdown and the virtual stalling of the econo- 
my, over two years after the Great Recession was offi- 
cially declared dead. For those unemployed during this 
period, it has been a Great Depression all over again. 

These economic and social dislocations, along with 
the disgust with a paralyzed government incapable 
of solving the crises, are generating much discontent 
among the whole population, but especially among 
workers and their families. Fears are growing that this 
discontent cannot be controlled. Proposals for another 
extension of unemployment benefits are an attempt to 
keep the lid on what may become a social explosion that 
challenges the continuing existence of the status quo. 

— Andy Phillips 



Image by Mike Licht, NotionsCapital.com, 
http: //www. flickr. com /photos/ hotionscapi- 
tai/ 4258319634/ 



Charles Denby/Simon Owens 


As Others See Us 

Indignant Heart: A 
Black Worker's Journal 

I recently finished the first part of Indignant Heart: 
A Black Worker's Journal by Charles Denby, and have 
to say that it is a great, great read. 

The book is a written account of his life as orally 
told by Denby (or rather, by Si Owens, who original- 
ly wrote under the pseudonym of Matthew Ward and 

later under the pseud- 

onym of Charles Denby). 

Denby was originally born 
in Alabama in the early 
20th century to a family of 
sharecroppers and farm- 
ers. He joined a massive 
migration northbound in 
1924 when he moved to 
Detroit to find work in the 
factories. 

During the Depres- 
sion he was laid off, so he 
temporarily moved back 
South, first to Alabama 
with his family and then 
to Montgomery when he 
found the farm work un- 
bearable. He would even- 
tually return to Detroit in the 1940s to work in the auto 
plants. He was a rank-and-file militant, and recounts 
numerous episodes of the everyday resistance among 
Black workers against the white racists of the rural 
South, against the bosses in the northern factories and 
the growing union bureaucracy. 

From what I can gather from Part I, Denby got in- 
volved with a Trotskyist group in the 1940s, which is 
how he met and came to work with the Johnson-Forest 
Tendency until it eventually split. He helped build a 
new formation with Raya Dunayevskaya resulting from 
that split, known as News and Letters Committees, and 
later become editor of its newspaper [News & Letters ]. 

There's a lot to take away from Part I of the book. 
I highly recommend it as a really accessible reading 
on working-class resistance, the relationship of race 
& class, critiques of the union bureaucracy, and much, 
much more. Now that I think about it, it is not really 
an autobiography about Denby; 
rather, it is an account of social 
life and working-class self-activ- 
ity during a particular histori- 
cal period (1920s-1940s).... 
EVERYDAY RESISTANCE & 
SELF-ACTIVITY 

Denby highlights the ev- 
eryday resistance of workers 
around him to their oppres- 
sion. The book is a solid re- 
minder of the fact that the 
essence of our day-to-day life 
is struggle! In one sense, 
this struggle can (and 
should!) take the form of organizing, collective 
struggle with others. In another sense, there is a lot of 
individual struggle and self-overcoming that happens 
as people have to fight just to preserve their self-respect 
in the face of constant attack. 

Existence within a white supremacist, patriarchal 
capitalist society comes at the cost of unceasing battle 
against the relations that try to twist us and turn us 
into objects, things that are less than human. 

This recurring theme in the text really made me 
think of how right now, as a young twenty-something 
militant, I look to struggle with excitement, some fear 
or self-doubt but mostly positive anticipation. But 
imagine spending 20, 30, or 40 years engaged in that 
day-to-day struggle? 

That shit wears you down, it absorbs so much en- 
ergy and can age us much quicker than we might other- 
wise feel. It takes a lot to keep fighting, and I imagine it 
is really only the collective struggle, vibrant movements 
and revolutions that can revive us and help maintain 
us over time. 

Denby's reflections on growing up in the Jim Crow 
South capture very well this day-to-day struggle. But 
he does so in a way that is really positive and high- 
lights how most Black folks of his generation didn't 
take no shit! Fuck the textbook histories of slavery 
and Jim Crow that portray us as walking around with 
our heads down all the time, all scared and timid un- 
til some big Leader comes along and brings change 
(MLK, Malcolm, etc.). Denby shows a strong commu- 
nity with many individuals who were "meaner than 
hell" and who put fear into the hearts of the bosses 
and racists.... 

— From Nothing but a Human, by L Boogie 

To see the entire post on L Boogie's blog, visit: 
http:/ / nothingbutahuman.wordpress.com / 2011 1081 
21 / themes-from-indignant-heart-a-black-workers-jour- 
nal-part-1/ 
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Deep recession, rate of profit and the 
supreme commodity, labor power 


FROM THE WRITINGS OF 

RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA 


Editor's note: Written in the midst of the last 
double-dip recession in the U.S., the piece excerpted 
here was originally titled, "In the U.S. and globally: 
deep recession, military buildup and the pulling 
apart of political alliances." It was published as the 
lead article in the April 1982 N&L. 

The depth of the economic crisis has sent capital- 
ist ideologues to search for a new expression rather 
than to face the truth that the U.S. is on the brink of a 
Depression. The front page of the Business Section of 
the March 14, 1982, New York Times has come up with 
the expression, "The Great 
Repression." It also names 
"who” is responsible: "The 
Government caused it." This 
is an apt description of the 
crisis both economically and 
politically, at a time when 
the genocidal war in El Sal- 
vador is being propped up by 
the Reagan Administration. 

While the New York Times 
hardly meant to point to the 
capitalist system itself as 
the culprit, it is impossible 
to avoid confrontation with 
the irreversible decline of 
capitalism. 

The parallelism be- 
tween the ever-deepening 
chronic unemployment, the 
industrial stagnation and 
the political repression — in 
Latin America, in the Mid- 
dle East, and indeed glob- 
ally — characterizes both the 
U.S. and that other nuclear 
Titan, Russia, who are fight- 
ing for single world domina- 
tion to the brink of a nuclear 
holocaust. The determinant 
that has so far halted their drive to a war that would 
put a question mark over the very survival of human- 
ity is the global mass discontent — which is seen not 
only in the Polish rebellion behind the Iron Curtain, 
and the open revolt of the masses in Latin America, 
but also in the undercurrent of revolt in the U.S. 

THE MILITARY BUILDUP 

The frantic militarization — not just for this year 
and next, but over a whole five-year period — adds up 
to the hallucinatory sum of $1.6 trillion. It speaks 
loudly and clearly about the coexistence of two total 
opposites: limitless, unconscionable expenditures for 
the military, on the one hand; and outright poverty for 
the millions, on the other.... 

U.S. scientists have pointed to a corollary to this 
fantastic expenditure: the military has drained no less 
than 25% of all scientists worldwide and 60% of overall 
scientific research. They have also shown that for every 
billion dollars spent for the military 36,000 fewer jobs 
are generated than would be generated if that billion 
were expended in the civilian sector.... 

So massive have been the anti-nuclear demonstra- 
tions, both in the U.S. and in the West in general, that 
this opposition is the element that has the government 
leaders throughout the world, and their ideologues, 
so concerned that they are trying to hide the relation- 
ship between the militarization and the state of the 
economy.... 

It isn't only the Reagan Administration but the 
whole capitalist system that seems to know nothing 
but how to go from war to depression and back again. 
We can see the integrality of capitalist economy and 
actual war not only in general, but very specifically 
during the last decade. Although the quadrupling of 
oil prices following the 1973 Arab-Israeli War enabled 
Western imperialism to blame the whole, deep 1974 
economic crisis and soaring inflation rates on the oil 
sheiks, the truth is that, as much as the quadrupling 
exacerbated it, it was the Vietnam War that was the 
main cause of the crisis. 1 ... 

In a word, short of war, business goes on as usual. 
Economics remains the gut question, and it helps not 
a whit that Ronald Reagan's ideological twin, Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher, also practices "supply- 
side economics." On the contrary, in both cases their 
policy further deepened the economic crises in each 
country. 

As Robert Solomon, the former advisor to 
the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve 

1. For our analysis of the relationship of the economy to the 
Vietnam War, showing both that war's degeneracy and its 
repercussions on the U.S. economy, see the section "U.S. 
Imperialism-Capitalism in the Throes of Many Crises: Eco- 
nomic, Political, Labor, Racial, Sexist" in our Perspectives 
1977-78. See also Marx's Capital and Today's Global Crisis, 
published by News & Letters, 1978. 


Board, put it in summing up the year, 'Demand 
and supply are the bread and butter of the econo- 
mists, but the supply-siders would like us to ig- 
nore the demand effects of tax cuts. This would 
be myopic. ...The classical remedy is a lengthy 
recession in which workers accept lower wage 
increases out of fear of losing their jobs." The 
labor bureaucracy's bowing to these capitalist 
demands with the massive cuts in wages as well 
as hard-won health and retirement benefits, only 
spells out the beginning of the end of its leader- 
ship, even as it points to the disintegration of 
capitalism itself. 

Instead of Reagan’s tax 
cuts unleashing a vigorous 
expansion of the economy, 
we are now confronted with 
a prolonged slowdown in 
growth. David Stockman, Di- 
rector of Reagan’s Office of 
Management and Budget, in 
his confessional in the Atlan- 
tic Monthly, put it most suc- 
cinctly when he proved that 
supply-side economics was 
simply "a cover for the reduc- 
tion of income taxes in the up- 
per bracket." 2 

THAT SUPREME COM- 
MODITY, LABOR POWER, 
AND ACCUMULATION OF 
CAPITAL 

The most massive re- 
structuring of industry since 
the Depression has brought 
about the most prolonged pe- 
riod of capital shortage. Capi- 
tal investment fell so greatly 
that in the non-energy sector 
there was an under-invest- 
ment by $50 billion in 1980. 
With high technology as the 
main factor, only the biggest monopolies, whether in 
agriculture or industry, will survive. This, of course, 
leads to ever greater concentration and centralization 
of capital in ever fewer hands. Strange as it may sound 
to those looking only at the lush profits of the few, there 
is a shortage of capital to sustain the boom that isn't. 
But the rate of profit, or what the capitalists call "the 
average rate of return on equity," declines. 

Without acknowledging that capitalism's 
profits come from the unpaid hours of labor of 
that supreme commodity, labor power, capital- 
ists see that the more machinery they invest in, 
and the fewer workers they need to run those 
computerized machines, the less surplus value 
do they have. In a word, no matter how lush the 
mass of profits — and only in oil and high technol- 
ogy are they that lush — the rate is less. 

The truth is that so large is the capital needed for 
new investment for each unit of production, that the 
amount of output in 1980 shrank 38% from what it was 
in 1978. At present, the average rate of return in indus- 
try is just under 8%, which is hardly more than one- 
half what it was for all U.S. companies only five years 
ago. We must repeat that what characterizes the global 
economy — the U.S. and West Europe, Russia and East 
Europe — is a permanent lower growth rate. 

And, despite all the ballyhoo about how people 
would be "rehired," as soon as they are retrained in ro- 
botics or hired in the service industries, the truth is 
that manufacturing, even with the economic base hav- 
ing been eroded, is the one that employs one-third of 
the nation's work-force. 

What they call "a wild ride for U.S. capital in the 
1980s" is actually a wild ride for the workers into the 
permanent army of the unemployed and their 
pauperization. This is what the economists try to hide 
by evoking the word "total," and speaking of the "total 
factor of productivity," as if indeed capital were pro- 
ductive. At the same time, these capitalist ideologues 
themselves call non-productive investments "more like 
consumption expenditures than an investment." 

In a word, when it gets down to the actual facts, so 
great is the need for capital investment, per machine or 
per robotic, and so little is the demand for labor, that 
they fail to anticipate their rate of profit sinking lower. 
Since it's only from living labor that they get all their 
unpaid hours of labor, and since they do not want to 
admit any such thing, the cry for inclusion of capital 
productivity is just one more way to have the mass of 

profits hide the decline in the rate of profit. 

* * * 

Over 100 years ago, Karl Marx, who had removed 
political economy from an intellectualistic debate and 

2. See also John Kenneth Galbraith on "The Budget and the 
Bust," New Republic, March 17, 1982. 


centered it on the relations of capital and labor at the 
point of production, as well as in the political class 
struggle, had called the decline in the rate of profit the 
"pons asini" of capitalism: "The real barrier of capi- 
talist production is capital itself .” 3 

It is the inescapable result of that absolute contra- 
diction of capitalism: On the one hand, its technological 
revolutions are always calling for more and more con- 
stant capital, and less and less variable capital (work- 
ers); and, on the other hand, the only source of surplus 
value is from that supreme commodity, labor power. 

Ever since then, even those bourgeois ideo- 
logues who build their own business cycle theo- 
ries on this, have been busy pointing instead to 
what Marx called "counteracting factors," as if 
these were not just tendencies but the actual 
solution, one that would overcome the absolute 
general contradiction of capitalism and tran- 
scend it. The truth is there is no way out of the 
absolute contradiction. 

This does not mean that capitalism will "automati- 
cally" collapse. It needs a good, hefty, determined, revo- 
lutionary push from the masses of workers. At the pres- 
ent moment, the steelworkers in Belgium, who have 
already been on General Strike for weeks, are showing 
the way, but the undercurrent of revolt globally, includ- 
ing the U.S., will not be restricted to strikes. With the 
coming of Spring we are sure to see massive anti-nuke 
demonstrations, women's liberation struggles, the 
Black masses' intense opposition to Reaganism, and 
the outbursts of youth discontent in every field from the 
unconscionable cuts in education to being thrown into 
the ranks of the unemployed before they ever had a job. 
They will surely coalesce not only in expressing their 
opposition to Reaganism and its immoral minority call- 
ing itself the "Moral Majority," but in working out so 
new a relationship of theory to practice as to become 
the foundation for truly new human relations. 

3. Karl Marx, Capital, Vol. Ill, p. 293 (Kerr edition), emphasis 
in the original. See, indeed, the entire Part III on "The Law 
of the Falling Tendency of the Rate of Profit," pp. 247-313. 


In this year of revolts across the 
Middle East and North Africa... 

Now available in 
Arabic translation: 
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Marxism and Freedom, 
from 1776 until Today 

the classic book by Raya Dunayevskaya. 
Made possible by the Victor Serge Founda- 
tion, the new translation can be found in pdf 
form on the web at 

http://newsandletters. org/ 
Announce/MF Arabic, asp 

"Dunayevskaya [translated] the young Marx's essays on 
alienation and humanism. ..on which she based her new 
interpretation of Marx. In 1956 the Hungarian revolu- 
tion of workers and intellectuals against statist Commu- 
nism, under the banner of Marxist humanism, confirmed 
Dunayevskaya's hypothesis. In 1958, she summed up 
her work to that point in Marxism and Freedom, an 
essential book that we present to Arabic-speaking read- 
ers thanks to the care of our great friend Maati Monjib." 
— from Richard Greeman's Preface to the Arabic 
edition of Marxism and Freedom 

For paper copies, please contact: Maati Monjib, Enseignant- 
Chercheur / Institut des Etudes Africaines, Avenue Allal El 
Fassi / BP: 8968, Code postal:10100 / Rabat, MOROCCO 
Tel 212(0) 37 77 12 74 or/37 77 12 72, Fax: 212(0) 37 77 84 25 
mmonjib@yahoo.fr 
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Needed: debate on education in era of cutbacks 


by Erica Rae 

From college level all the way down to pre-school, 
education is in crisis across the U.S. Teachers are 
made the scapegoats for why students are not "mea- 
suring up" to keep our country competitive in a glob- 


al market that is falling apart across the globe. But, 
what is the reality? 

At the college level: many students are facing 
unemployment and are moving back with their par- 
ents. The average student is starting off adult life 
approximately $30,000 in debt, $24,000 due to edu- 
cational loans. Close to 20% of college seniors carry 
monthly credit card balances greater than $7,000 and 
can easily slip into debt, destroying their credit rat- 
ings for life and the ability to use credit to secure basic 
needs like an apartment or a car. In Chicago, where 
I live, two-year city colleges have among the lowest 
graduation rates in the nation. Of the seven city col- 
leges, Harold Washington holds the highest rate with 
9.8% of its students actually making it to graduation. 
Olive-Harvey has the lowest rate with 3.3%. 

At the high school level: the recent Programme 
of International Student Assessment comparing 34 
countries, shows the U.S. ranks 14th in reading, 17th 
in science and 25th in math. The focus of this assess- 
ment is not memorization of facts, but the application 
of acquired knowledge to problem solving. 

At the grade school level: "60 Minutes" recently 
shined the spotlight on the impact of poverty on the 
education of homeless students. Based on our own 
government projections of unemployment, the pover- 
ty rate for children in this country will soon hit 25%. 
Those children will be the largest U.S. generation to 
be raised in hard times since the Great Depression. 
Many go to bed hungry and cannot sleep because their 
stomachs hurt from lack of food. 

During the last five years in Illinois every- 
thing imaginable has been cut, cut, cut from 
education funding. What is left? School buses! 
Because of the cuts in transportation funding nation- 
ally, the delays from the state in reimbursing school 
districts, and the increased cost of gas, the state is 
now considering doing away with bus service in vari- 
ous districts. State officials recently told many super- 
intendents that they may not receive final reimburse- 
ment for the past year's transportation costs until the 
end of this year. 

Many districts are delaying the purchase of new 
buses to replace many that are questionable, includ- 



ing some that have logged over 140,000 miles. As a 
result, many students will lose their school buses and/ 
or walk farther, and have to go through dangerous 
neighborhoods, and unsafe intersections on their own. 
Those who do get picked up will be on buses longer 
(right now the limit is one hour 
each way, including kindergar- 
ten children), and suffer over- 
crowding as more students will 
be jammed on each bus. 

In a show of parent sup- 
port for teachers, one mother of 
a fourth grade student in Will 
County, who sits on her dis- 
trict's transportation commit- 
tee, said, "I'm not a fan," when 
asked about cutting the bus 
service in a rural area where 
there are limited sidewalks 
for her son to walk on, "but if 
they're firing a music and an 
art teacher, just so I can have 
a bus, that doesn't make sense 
to me." 

HOW DID IT GET SO BAD? 

The beginning of the crisis 
in education started a genera- 
tion ago when then President 
Ronald Reagan began serious 
cuts in education and social 
services. That was furthered by 
the first George Bush. With the institutionalization of 
"No Child Left Behind" under the second George Bush, 
the entire educational system was thrown into chaos. 
Triggering a maze of paperwork and lack of organiza- 
tion, this was a direct attack on poor school districts 
where suddenly everything from teacher salaries, to 
textbook selection, to non-union charter schools, to 
for-profit institutions of higher learning, to standard- 
ized "testing, testing, testing" of anything that moves, 
threw the entire educational system into complete dis- 
array. 

A generation of research in the field of early 
education, emphasizing the need for developing 
critical thinkers to address the serious problems 
our world faces, was thrown out in favor of cre- 
ating a hatred of reading and reducing literacy 
to knowing the letters of the alphabet and their 
corresponding sounds. 

Scientific study of evolution going back to Dar- 
win was thrown out in favor of "intelligent design.” 
Prayer was brought back into the public school 
system. Funding was taken away for school 
lunch programs, after-school programs — 
which literally saved children's lives in 
dangerous neighborhoods — field trips, 
capital campaigns to fix collapsing 
buildings, scholarships for minority 
students (who have become the ma- 
jority in public schools), forget about 
the immigrant and second language 
learning community, physical edu- 
cation, art, music, and special edu- 
cation programs... the list goes on 
and on. 

With the election of Presi- 
dent Barack Obama there was 
a sense of hope in many people, 
including teachers. But with the 
installment of Arne Duncan as 
the Secretary of Education and 
the focus on "Race to the Top," 
progressive people in the field of education be- 
lieve we're looking at a wolf in sheep's clothing. 

The fundamental problem with "Race to the Top" 
is that it is based on a capitalist economic model ap- 
plied to the field of education. Educational funding 
is based on competition. In a speech to the National 
Urban League in July 2010, Obama said that that pro- 
gram was the "most important thing he had done in of- 
fice." But there was scathing critique from many of the 
nation's leading civil rights organizations, such as the 
NAACR New York University History Professor Diane 
Ravitch had this to say: 

Evaluating teachers in relation to student test 
scores will have many adverse consequences. 

It will make the current standardized tests 
of basic skills more important than ever, and 
even more time and resources will be devoted 
to raising scores on these tests. The curriculum 
will be narrowed even more than under George 
W. Bush's No Child Left Behind, because of 
the link between wages and scores. There will 
be even less time available for the arts, science, 
history, civics, foreign language, even physi- 
cal education. Teachers will teach to the test. 
There will be more cheating, more gaming the 
system... (Huffpost Politics, "Obama's Race 
to the Top Will Not Improve Education," Aug. 

1 , 2010 ). 


Earlier this summer, there was a great deal of fan- 
fare in Illinois, as Senate Bill 7 was signed into law by 
Governor Quinn. It was hailed as a "model'' of coopera- 
tion and good will that the whole country could follow. 
We heard of the wish to "not have all the drama” that 
happened during the Wisconsin winter. At the table 
for this heavenly collaboration were state legislators 
from the right and left, the Chicago Teachers' Union, 
the National Education Association, the Illinois Edu- 
cation Association, the Illinois Federation of Teachers, 
the new mayor of Chicago, community activists, par- 
ents, etc. The goal was focused on the best interests 
of children. Everyone would be an equal partner and 
move forward in educational harmony and a spirit of 
good will. 

But then, details started to emerge: a 75% "yes” 
vote to strike is now required from the entire union 
membership; a 4% raise for Chicago teachers is gone; 
tenure is gone; pensions are gone; healthcare premi- 
ums will increase; longer school days will be mandated; 
home visits will be mandated for all teachers (whether 
traveling alone to safe neighborhoods or crack houses); 
the school year will be extended; a five-year perfor- 
mance contract focused on student test scores will be 
established for teachers, and will provide the basis for 
raises, tenure, and dismissal. 

The icing on the cake was when the Chicago 
Board of Education, on June 22, voted to give the new 
CEO, Jean-Claude Brizard, a salary of $250,000. The 
Board approved the highest salaries ever for Chicago 
Public School (CPS) administrators. This was done 
while the CPS system enjoys a $720 million deficit. 
The Illinois budget for the coming year, adopted by the 
legislature, is $3 billion less than that requested by 
Governor Quinn. This resulted in an immediate reduc- 
tion of $200 million in funding for pre-K-12 programs 
across the state in 2011-12. This was on top of an ad- 
ditional loss of $415 million in federal funding. This is 
the "model" that Illinois wants to present for the rest 
of the nation to follow? 

THE ARAB SPRING AND CHICAGO SUMMER 

The Arab Spring burst onto the scene and 
galvanized many across the world hoping for a 
new way of life. It helped inspire those in Wis- 
consin who took matters into their own hands 
and held the state capitol and government at 
bay for weeks, opposing a move, spearheaded 
by Governor Scott Walker, to set the clock back 
on all labor unions, especially teachers, who he 
claimed are known to be "troublemakers." 

We Illinois teachers wonder whether we will 
experience the first teachers' strike since 1995. 
There is much debate. Some of us talk of forc- 
ing a re-opening of the contract on certain 
pertinent issues; of more sacrifices and 
belt tightening needed by everyone 
and that extending the school day 
will only benefit the children; of 
broadening the discussion so that 
a strike is not merely called over 
the take-back of a 4% raise and the 
gutting of a pension plan but the at- 
tack on labor nationwide. Others of 
us talk of the hard work of teach- 
ers to form relationships with the 
families of the children they teach 
and community organizations so 
that parent/community support for 
a teacher's strike will be stronger. 

One retired teacher talked of 
teachers being made scapegoats for 
all of society's ills and said, "Teach- 
ers need a new strategy to re-establish themselves as 
professionals rather than just accepting the definition 
of a management-worker relationship." One columnist 
and former Board of Education member from the Kent 
(Ohio) Ravenna Record-Courier said: 

Controlling our common schools down 
from a corporate top, up from a budgetary 
bottom line, or sideways by slandering and 
mistrusting one another is not democracy and 
it is not sustainable. If we as citizens, school 
boards and unions are not all at the table 
where decisions are made about our schools, 
our children and communities will be lunch 
for the rich and powerful. 

Under capitalism, the meaning of what is defined 
as education has been narrow: you go to school, take 
tests, memorize, take more tests, get good grades, do 
this many more times, maybe get a job making a de- 
cent wage, pay taxes, and then you die. Occasionally, 
new ways in thinking about education rise to the top, 
such as with the Paris Commune or what is strug- 
gling to happen within the Middle East. Discussing 
new ideas in education through News & Letters is criti- 
cal, not just as blips on the radar screen of history but 
as long-term reality where "education” promotes the 
development of students, from early childhood to old 
age, and will not separate the individual human being 
from the community and world in which s/he lives. 



Students, teachers and community members protesting recent education budget cuts in California. 



Save Our Schools 
March and National 
Call to Action 
July 28 to 31, 2011 

www.saveourschoolsmarch.org 
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REVOLUTION AND COUNTER-REVOLUTION: 
ARAB SPRING AS CROSSROADS IN HISTORY 


The West supports any revolution 
where they benefit from it financially. 
Libya has oil reserves — much like Iraq — 
so of course the U.S. is going to support 
a revolution in that country. That "sup- 
port" is not for moral purposes — because 
if that were truly the case then every 
revolution, big and small, in every coun- 
try, would receive the same support. 
That support is based on the capitalist 
nature of the West and on hopes that 
any new leadership will be more sus- 
ceptible to Western graft and corruption 
(called business) when it comes to that 
country's resources. 

African-American revolutionary 
Wisconsin 

Teenage unemployment is always 
higher than any other group, but the 
conditions are so bad now that it has 
reached 25.5%, the highest number 
since records on teenage unemployment 
started to be kept in 1948. That affects 
about 1.64 million teenagers 16-19 years 
old. This is about three times the na- 
tional average of 9.1%. One of the main 
reasons for this problem is that older 
workers, many of whom have been un- 
employed for years, are taking any job 
available. Retiree 

Detroit 

The article on the Civil War last is- 
sue hits close to home. Racism in this 
society is so horrific I don't know how 
people survive it. I have a cousin from 
the South who is worried about the 
narrow-mindedness there. She is disap- 
pointed in Obama, but can't talk about 
it because so many people hate him be- 
cause of his color. The South is the key 
to the U.S. South Carolina, where Boe- 
ing is going, was one of the last states to 
have chain gangs. 

Working-class white 
Bay Area, Cal. 

Gerry Emmett's lead on the Israeli 
right-wing connections changed my mind 
about the Tea Party. I used to think they 
were just white buffoons. But when the 
Israeli right wing promotes settlements, 
calls for death to all liberals, Arabs, etc., 
its relation to the Tea Party shows how 
pernicious Tea Party' ers are. 

Disgusted Voter 
West Coast 

I’m concerned that the Arab Spring 
becomes a crossroads in history that 
both defines revolution in motion and 
the effect that individuals can have on 
viable change; and which defines how 
easily a positive moral and philosophi- 
cal change supported by the masses 


may become a nightmare, without truly 
compelling discussion that sparks action 
about what comes next, after revolution. 

History has shown that there has to 
be a balance, especially in emerging de- 
mocracies, that allows the radicalism of 
youth to be transmitted throughout the 
new doctrines that are created in order 
to avoid the process of creating a new 
conservative attitude that is worse than 
what was overthrown in the first place. 

Student of Marxism 
Wisconsin 

The lead in the July-August N&L 
was exciting because it showed the deep 
connection between the Arab Spring and 
the Gaza youth 
who started a 
new revolution 
by searching for 
hope. That spir- 
it pressured the 
ruling factions 
of the Palestinians to unite. The Black 
revolutionary who said the revolution 
will not be televised expressed the frus- 
tration the Black youth felt in inner cit- 
ies everywhere. And the vision of mass 
non-violent protest among Palestinian 
youth has shaken the Israeli rulers. 

Also excited 
Northern California 

I enjoyed Ron Kelch's article on 
"Greece, democracy and the economic 
crisis" (July-August N&L), with one ca- 
veat. I do not think "Obama fervently 
believes" in anything. I find it entirely 
likely that he knows full well that capi- 
tal's all-pervading need for continual 
expansion has hit the wall of a finite 
market — the planet — and it will be capi- 
talist dog eat dog from here on in. 

Observer 

Michigan 

I disagree with the Editorial head- 
line in the July-August N&L. These are 
not Obama's wars. He inherited them 
and he is carrying on the duties of the 
office he ran for. I don't defend Obama 
on healthcare, and all the other things, 
but these are not his wars. 

Subscriber 

California 

The conflicting ways in which the 
U.S. government is bound up in the cri- 
ses makes it the time to talk about revo- 
lution, not as abstraction, but as what 
the movements on the ground are rais- 
ing: what is real democracy. Obama is 
beholden to a reactionary discourse on 
the debt, rather than speaking of the re- 
lentless class war that is driving it. We 



WHERE IS HUMAN IT YP 
FREE OAZA & PALESTINE 


KARL MARX AND WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 


It should be 
noted that 2011 
is the 400th 
anniversary of 
Shakespeare's 
last full-length 
play, The Tem- 
pest. Nobody was 
more steeped 
in Shakespeare than Karl Marx, and 
he would not have let an occasion like 
that pass unremarked. According to his 
daughter Eleanor, "As to Shakespeare, 
he was the Bible of our house, seldom 
out of our hands or mouths. By the 
time I was six, I knew scene upon scene 
of Shakespeare by heart.” 

Marx was also the most Shake- 
spearean of writers and thinkers, and 
there is a great study still to be written 
on the many resonances between Marx, 
Hegel and Shakespeare. Not least of 
Marx's references to Shakespeare's 
poetry is the great phrase in the Com- 
munist Manifesto that describes the 
impact of the rising bourgeoisie on so- 
ciety: "All that is solid melts into air...." 

Or as The Tempest's Prospero, 
whose magic anticipated the new bour- 
geois order, has it: 

Our revels now are ended. These our 


actors, 

As I foretold you, were all spirits, and 

Are melted into air, into thin air: 

And like the baseless fabric of this vi- 
sion, 

The cloud-capp ’d tow rs, the gorgeous 
palaces, 

The solemn temples, the great globe 
itself, 

Yea, all which it inherit, shall dis- 
solve, 

And, like this insubstantial pageant 
faded, 

Leave not a rack behind. We are such 
stuff 

As dreams are made on; and our lit- 
tle life 

Is rounded with a sleep. 

This still repays endless thought. 
And Marx's great Manifesto : "All fixed, 
fast-frozen relations, with their train 
of ancient and venerable prejudices 
and opinions, are swept away, all new- 
formed ones become antiquated before 
they can ossify. All that is solid melts 
into air, all that is holy is profaned, and 
man is at last compelled to face with 
sober senses his real conditions of life 
and his relations with his kind." 

Tim Finnigan 
Chicago 




need to get beyond the illusions of politi- 
cal freedom and reach for a real freedom, 
for which there are now new openings. 

Ron Kelch 
Oakland 

The criminal nature of politics re- 
garding the Aug. 2 deadline for raising 
the debt limit was playing with the lives 
of real people. It is time for a revolution 
of the voters to call the politicians to 
task and to start demanding a true de- 
mocracy. To talk about not mailing out 
Social Security checks, Veteran's ben- 
efits, salaries for troops, etc., meant not 
caring that people — real people — would 
not have been able to pay rent, buy food, 
pay car notes, and would even default on 
their homes. That is criminal and proves 
this nation needs a revolutionary over- 
haul. Outraged 

Midwest USA 

Hillary Clinton urged the Burmese 
Generals to "take steps to regain the 
trust of their people." Who is she kid- 
ding? Can we afford to trust a bunch 
of military thugs who decide to bunker 
themselves in a "capital” (in exile), and 
purchase missiles which they intend 
to use on its dissidents? She concludes 
with this: "The choice is clear. They can 
take these steps and gain back the con- 
fidence of their people and the trust of 
the international community or they can 
continue down the path they've been on." 

Isn't it crystal clear to all but the 
Obama/Clinton foreign policy team that 
the Generals will gladly continue to ac- 
cept the latter option? Especially when 
Americans and Europeans are willing to 
look the other way while their trading 
"partners” (like China, Korea, Japan, 
Indonesia) continue to also trade with a 
country that practices slave labor of its 
ethnic minorities. 

Burmese American 
California 

We dream together of a better world 
for all, where individual drive and ambi- 
tion is focused on society rather than pri- 
vate goals. Where humanity becomes a 
single living organism. The self becomes 
all and the all becomes self. Socialism 
must be established before any of that 
can come about with a proletarian lib- 
eration movement. Under capitalism we 
face the Crackerjacks who praise piracy, 
private property, and private wealth 
at the expense of others. We must first 
sweep away the old system with revolu- 
tion. World economic events will swell 
our ranks to the point where one day 
revolution will be here. 

Sid Rasmussen 
Iowa 

The July-August "Woman As Rea- 
son" column takes up the Arab Spring, 
focusing on women. Women have been 
a crucial dimension to extending the 
revolution. However, when Terry Moon 
concludes that the key is independence 
of the women's movement, I am not con- 
vinced that autonomy is enough to get to 
full revolution. The question that needs 
to be answered is what is revolution. It 
is clearly on the agenda in Egypt when 
the first act of counter-revolution was 
the attack on women on March 8. 

Instead, now many intellectuals 
and various tendencies are being put on 
the stage as "credible” spokespeople for 
the revolution. Urszula Wislanka 

Oakland 

Gerry Emmett's reportage and as- 
sessment of the Arab Spring vis a vis 
the Palestinian youth, Greece and Spain 
was impeccable. We all need a "positive 
vision of freedom." And in order to at- 
tain one, we should start by redefining 
"freedom" in human terms, not capital's. 

Steady Reader 
Michigan 


REMEMBERING 
CHRISTINA SANTIAGO 

Queer rights advocate Christina 
Santiago was killed when the concert 
stage collapsed at the Indiana State 
Fair in August. Ms. Santiago worked 
tirelessly to better the lives of all Queer 
people, especially women. She earned 
her degree in women's studies and soci- 
ology from the University of New York at 
Albany. In 2006, she began working at 
Howard Brown Health Center (HBHC) 
and in 2008 became the Lesbian Com- 
munity Care Project's (LCCP) program- 
ming manager. 

Ms. Santiago helped greatly in ex- 
panding health services for HBHC, for 
which she received the Spirit Award in 
2010. She was in the midst of leading 
HBHC's new LifeCycle Project to meet 
the healthcare needs of the entire Queer 
community. She was also the Program- 
ming Chair for Amigas Latinas — which 
advocates for Latina Lesbians, Bisexual, 
Transgender and questioning women. 

Christina Santiago is already 
missed and will always be remembered 
as one of the LGBT community's "fiercest 
and brightest warriors," as said by Ami- 
gas Latinas. Donations may be made in 
her memory at the Amigas Latinas site, 
www.amigaslatinas.org, or donations 
may be sent for her family's expenses or 
for the LCCP to Howard Brown Health 
Center at 4025 N. Sheridan Rd., Chi- 
cago, IL 60613. See http://howardbrown. 
org/hb_services.asp?id=1900. 

Elise 

Chicago 



THEL0NI0US MONK 

Paul Geist captures something 
important about being human in his 
review of the documentary "Straight, 
No Chaser" (July-August N&L). He re- 
marks that The- 
lonious Monk 
disliked doing 
more than two 
takes because 
"after that the spirit dissipates as you 
imitate your own performance." But 
record producers pushed for as many 
takes as needed to achieve the buying 
public’s perception of "genuine" Theloni- 
ous Monk. 

Monk probably didn't mind selling 
records so long as people caught the 
spirit of creativity. Otherwise we col- 
lapse into imitations of others or of our- 
selves. D.M. 

Bay Area 


CANADA AS 'CONTESTATAIRE 1 
SOCIETY 

I'm not sure how much Canada has 
changed with the last federal election. 
Voters tend to throw out the party in 
power no matter who it is, so the elec- 
tion of the Conservatives may not mean 
much real support for them. 

The problem is that we remain a 
" contestataire" society, always fighting 
over every individual ill without getting 
anywhere in the broader picture. There 
are strikes every day with little resolved; 
people focus their anger on one issue at 
a time without connecting them, and we 
move from crisis to crisis to crisis. 

Until we have an overall view and 
a deeper idea, a real understanding of 
the kind of society we want Canada to 
be, we will continue to spin our wheels. 
Nonetheless, the fact that English and 
French are now finally working together 
in some ways is encouraging. We’ll see 
what comes of it. 

Retired dairy farmer 
Comte de Berthier, Quebec 
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MAN-MADE DISASTERS: NUCLEAR POWER AND WORLD WAR 


I agree with Narihiko Ito in his ar- 
ticle on "Fukushima's man-made disas- 
ter" (July-August N&L) that Tokyo Elec- 
tric Power Co. is completely corrupt, as 
are promoters of nuclear power all over 
the world. They, along with the pro-nu- 
clear scientists, have lied to themselves 
and to us about nuclear power being 
safe, clean and green. There is no safe 
way to dispose of nuclear power’s deadly 
waste with tens of thousands of years of 
half-life. There is, however, technology 
to process waste into nuclear bombs. 

Everything pro- 
duced under capital- 
ism, including nuclear 
power plants, are com- 
modities, and there is 
a drive to constantly 
expand the production 
of more commodities. 
The only way to abol- 
ish that (and eliminate unemployment) 
is to replace capitalist production with a 
new society of freely associated workers 
who will abolish what Marx called the 
"law of value." That would be the foun- 
dation of a new society of new human 
relations. 

Japanese American 
Los Angeles 

Dear comrades, 

We send you an Overseas Appeal 
for the annual Antiwar Assembly in Ja- 
pan. Japanese working masses are still 
faced with terrible radiation from the 
Fukushima nuclear plant, as well as 
enormous damages from the earthquake 
and tsunami. On the occasion of the an- 
nual antiwar meeting, we the Executive 
Committee call on you to promote an 
international struggle together with us 
against the imperialist and other rul- 
ers continuing nuclear development for 
their economic greed and stronger war 
capabilities. 

We ask you to send a message of sol- 
idarity, as you have every year since our 
first Assembly. The 49th International 
Antiwar Assembly will be held this year 
on August 7th, between the days of Hiro- 
shima and Nagasaki. Solidarity, 

Masao Yoshida for the Executive Committee 


*** 

Editor's note: Our solidarity mes- 
sage, which was translated into Japa- 
nese and read out at meetings in several 
cities, began as follows: 

News and Letters Committees — 
the Marxist-Humanist organization 
founded by Raya Dunayevskaya in the 
United States 56 years ago — sends our 
revolutionary greetings.... In calling to 
your attention our longstanding solidar- 
ity with you in the international antiwar 
struggle, we, once again, are proud to 
quote our fundamental opposition to im- 
perialist war, established in the Consti- 
tution of News and Letters Committees 
adopted in 1956: 

"The age of state-capitalism, wheth- 
er in its single-party totalitarian form or 
its parliamentary form, can offer nothing 
to humanity but the prospect of another 
war. The advent of nuclear weapons, 
possessed by all contenders for world 
power, seriously raises the question of 
the survival of humanity in the advent 
of such a struggle. We believe that the 
working people are the only force in the 
world today capable of changing pres- 
ent-day society and of evolving the forms 
and shape of future society.”... 


LABOR STRUGGLES IN 2011 

As schools open, unprecedented 
moves against education workers contin- 
ue to weaken the quality of public edu- 
cation. In New York, 19 "failing" schools 
have been kept open at the price of 40% 
of their teachers' evaluations to be based 
on student test scores. (Widely known, 
but too little discussed, is the gross un- 
reliability of measuring teacher perfor- 
mance with test scores.) 

And in Detroit, Michigan Public Act 
4 of 2011 — the new emergency manager 
law — has been used to modify school em- 
ployee collective bargaining agreements. 

Two separate lawsuits have been 
filed against the 10% wage cuts and 
increases in healthcare costs. But why 
didn't the Detroit Federation of Teach- 
ers and AFSCME Council 25 file one 
single suit, to prevent management from 


dividing teachers from other employees? 
It's not only the teachers who create a 
quality education. 

Retired Teacher 
Detroit 

The 300 foreign exchange students 
who went on strike to protest their con- 
ditions of work and life were working 
in a Hershey's warehouse in Palmyra, 
Penn., and got a real dose of life in the 
U.S. Not only were their working con- 
ditions horrible, including standing all 
day and lifting heavy boxes, they were 
also charged a $400 monthly rent fee. 

They all had to pay for their visas, 
as much as $6,000, and were paid at or 
near the minimum wage, which meant 
that some of them did not make enough 
to pay for their visas. So they did what 
workers all over the world do when work- 
ing under unbearable conditions — they 
went on strike. You can bet that some 
heads will roll for this now international 
incident. Observer 

Michigan 

There are many concessions in the 
United Auto Workers current contracts 
with the auto companies that the rank- 
and-file autoworkers want to have re- 
voked, but their top priority is the di- 
visive two-tier wage structure. At an 
autoworkers conference held in Detroit 
last month, this provision received the 
most attention and the workers made 
crystal clear that they knew how poison- 
ous two-tier was and their opposition 
to it. They are now waiting to see if the 
union leadership will act on this vital 
demand. Andy Phillips 

Detroit 


WHY WRITE FOR N&L1 

I like writing for N&L because the 
writing has great company with the con- 
tent of the publication as a whole. Quite 
frankly, it is one of the few papers that 
I read that always has something to say 
from cover to cover that is both intelli- 
gent and informative. Robert Taliaferro 

Wisconsin 


VOICES FROM BEHIND THE BARS 

Thanks to 
News & Letters 
for covering the 
Georgia, Ohio, 
and now the 
Pelican Bay 
SHU prisoner 
protests. 

The sad 
truth is none 
of us (prisoners or non-prisoners) can 
ignore the reality of the loss of civil and 
human rights over the past decade. 

What was considered inhuman 
treatment limited to psychopaths like 
Hitler's SS is now defended as official 
U.S. policy (kidnapping, torture, denial 
of effective counsel). In fact many of the 
contract employees for the U.S. military 
prison system (both official and hidden) 
are U.S. state and federal prison em- 
ployees. 

The cross-fertilization of the U.S. 
international torture network with do- 
mestic prisons has and will have an 
impact on the deterioration of the civil 
and human rights of prisoners and the 
general U.S. populations alike. 

At some point freedom-loving peo- 
ple will need to design a justice system 
worthy of its name by promoting reha- 
bilitation of citizens, not retribution. 

Prisoner 

Texas 

*** 

I'd like the paper to highlight how 
the "one party" capitalists pretend to be 
two parties, one for the rich and one for 
the poor. Yet the poor keep getting poor- 
er and the rich richer. And the slogan of 
"lesser of two evils" isn't human. 

Prisoner 
Youngstown, Ohio 

I really like the way the paper is put 
together. My only request is that some 
sports would be good to include. 

Prisoner 
Corcoran, Cal. 

TO OUR READERS: Can you do- 
nate the price of one sub ($5) for a pris- 
oner who cannot pay for one ? It will be 
shared with many others. 
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Mainstreaming of hate leads to Norway's tragedy 


The death toll currently stands at 77 in the mass 
murder carried out by Norwegian Rightist Anders 
Behring Breivik on July 22. Most of the victims were 
young people attending the Norwegian Labor Party's 
summer camp. Breivik cold-bloodedly fired upon hun- 
dreds of innocent teens for at least 90 minutes before 
surrendering to police. 

This was the worst incident of mass murder by a 
single gunman in modern history, and it was entirely 
motivated by a very specific and widespread ideology. 

Breivik was opposed to the governing Norwegian 
Labor Party's policies on immigration. He hated Mus- 
lims. That the Utoya summer camp included anti-xe- 
nophobia workshops would have helped drive his rage. 

If Breivik had been unknown to Norwegian po- 
lice — who carefully track local neo-Nazi groups — it is 
because he was hidden in plain sight. He had made no 
secret of his anti-Muslim, anti-immigrant views, pub- 


EDITORIAL 


continued from p. 1 

by his eccentricity and absolute lack of principle. Histo- 
ry will not forgive this "revolutionary" for attacking the 
first true revolution he encountered, inviting NATO's 
intervention in the Arab Spring. The Libyan people are 
right to celebrate his downfall. 

In Syria the masses now confront the entire logic 
of the oppressive state system that has developed into 
a regional Cold War between Iran and Israel (and their 
various patrons and allies of convenience) and has at- 
tempted to co-opt the legitimate freedom struggles of 
Palestinians, Lebanese Shi'a, Kurds and others. This 
Syrian movement can't be separated from the new stir- 
rings of Palestinian youth in the West Bank and Gaza. 

This stage of the Arab Spring sets out as criti- 
cal a challenge to the existing world order as Tahrir 
Square. It presents a great opportunity for revolution- 
ary thought. The Arab Spring has had a profound effect 
in regard to the question of Palestine and Israel. When 
terrorists murdered seven Israeli civilians on Aug. 18, 
the Israeli government's response was far more limited 
than would previously have been the case. The reac- 
tionaries in power there now have to take account of 
public opinion — of Egyptians, especially. 

SYRIAN REVOLT IMPACTS ISRAEL/PALESTINE 

The Gaza leaders of Hamas are also walking a 
fine line. They have been pressed to take the pressure 
off Assad by attacking Israel and inviting retaliation 
which Israel's reactionary rulers would usually be hap- 
py to provide. But the Arab Spring has also changed 
their equation. 

Thus, the Aug. 18 terrorist attacks were conducted, 
not by Hamas, but by the Popular Resistance Commit- 
tees (PRC), an armed group with ties to Hezbollah in 
Lebanon and through them to Iran. Meanwhile, Iran's 
government cut subsidies to Hamas in retaliation for 
their reluctance to launch attacks on Israel which could 
distract world attention from Assad’s brutal crackdown. 

The division between the local Hamas political 
leadership and their military leadership in Syria that 
became clear during the 2008 Gaza war is clearly still 
operative. Palestinians have no more wish to be bombed 
in support of Assad’s murderous dictatorship than do 
the Lebanese people. In this light, the speed and accu- 
racy of the Israeli Air Force's targeting of the PRC's top 
command personnel is also very telling, and the mur- 
derous shelling of Palestinian refugees in Latakia, as 
part of Assad's Ramadan massacre, was lost on nobody. 

Arab Spring has also impacted the hundreds of 
thousands of Israelis demonstrating for economic re- 
form determined to "walk like Egyptians," in their own 
words. (See "Israel: Egypt is here,"' p. 12.) 

These new openings in thought and reality are 
real, are what the world has long hungered for. We rev- 
olutionaries bear a huge responsibility. New paths are 
opening. We say we are about the new — here it is. 


lishing them over the internet and advocating them at 
public meetings. He was not a fan of Hitler, but rather 
of the supposedly more "respectable" U.S. Tea Party, 
and Geert Wilders' Dutch Party for Freedom. This is 
hatred become "mainstream." 

This mainstreaming of hate is an excrescence of 
capitalism in deep crisis. A system that can only pro- 
duce a future of endless war, austerity and alienation 
will find its fit ideologies. This happened in Yugoslavia, 
for instance, when the crisis of state-capitalism calling 
itself Communism wasn't met with a revolutionary al- 
ternative. 

FROM BOSNIA TO UTOYA ISLAND 

Behind Anders Behring Breivik's cold-blooded 
rampage is an ideological campaign that reaches back 
to the Bosnian genocide of the 1990s and straight into 
the politics of the modern Right. Breivik was acting out 
the exterminationist rhetoric that fills right-wing web- 
sites and rallies. He hated "multiculturalism." 

"Before we can start our crusade we must do our 
duty by decimating cultural Marxism," he wrote. (He 
explicitly echoes the "Obama is a Marxist" Tea Party 
crowds.) 

Breivik is a devout follower of the so-called "coun- 
ter-jihadi" websites and authors who specialize in de- 
monizing all Muslims. His rhetoric is their rhetoric. 
These figures include authors like Robert Spencer, 
Pamela Geller, and the pseudonymous "Fjordman" 
(Breivik's favorite author). They include websites like 
Gates of Vienna and Document.no (where Breivik often 
posted his own writings). These are the same circles 
that created the false "Ground Zero mosque” controver- 
sy before the 2010 elections. They are all defenders and 
apologists of the Bosnian genocide. 

Geert Wilders runs from the "Ground Zero mosque" 
to the illegal Israeli settlements of the West Bank, pro- 
moting the international spread of this filth. When 
Republican Presidential hopeful Herman Cain attacks 
long-established mosques in Tennessee, he is tapping 
this same vein of poison. 

What Breivik hoped to achieve through this mas- 
sacre was to publicize his genocidal body of ideas. He 
wants to promote his book through the medium of his 
trial, calling for a million deaths in Europe. He actually 
called his mass murder a "marketing method." As unbe- 
lievable as the events in Norway seem, Breivik was only 
acting out the genocidal violence that is implicit in the 
anti-Muslim (and often, by extension, anti-immigrant, 
anti-”other" in general) arguments that are heard com- 
monly from today's Right. It is reminiscent as well of 
U.S. white supremacists like Timothy McVeigh, forever 
fantasizing about the genocidal "race war" they intend 
to spark. 

THERE MUST BE ACCOUNTABILITY 

It is only too common to hear people say that the 
issue in Bosnia was that the "Muslims" had better pub- 
lic relations than the "Serbs," as if there was never a 
struggle to defend a multi-ethnic Bosnian identity and 
as if there were two sides equally at fault. 

This was never true, and it becomes vitally neces- 
sary to keep the record straight as time passes. 

As we wrote in News & Letters in May 1993: 

"Nothing more exposes the lie of this fabrication 
than the fact that the very first shots fired in Sarajevo on 
April 6, 1992, were those fired against a mass demon- 
stration of Serb, Croat and Muslim Slavs standing to- 
gether against Milosevic's designs. No less than 200,000 
marched together that month shouting, 'We want to live 
together!' Nor was it only in Sarajevo that mass opposi- 
tion to the war erupted. In June there were huge dem- 
onstrations — nearly half a million — against Milosevic 
in Belgrade itself." (Bosnia-Herzegovina: Achilles Heel 
of Western 'Civilization,' pp. 21-22; News and Letters 
Committees, 1996.) 

The indecisive character of Serbian President Slo- 
bodan Milosevic's trial, the contradictory judgments 
by the International Criminal Court on genocide, and 
the example of a convicted war criminal like Veselin 


Sljivancanin serving eight days in prison for each per- 
son murdered, indicate that Europe has so far failed 
to come to terms with the meaning of the genocide in 
Bosnia. The recent arrests of war crimes fugitives Rat- 
ko Mladic and Goran Hadzic in Serbia, along with the 
mass murders in Norway, will test that further. 

The truth about the Srebrenica genocide? It is seen 
in Anders Behring Breivik murdering scores of youth 
on Utoya island. This retrogressive, neo-fascist ideology 
of a capitalism in deep crisis must be opposed every- 
where, on every level. 

— Gerry Emmett, for the Resident Editorial Board of 
News and Letters Committees 
24 July 2011 


Save Social Security, 
Medicaid, Medicare! 



Chicago — On a blistering hot July 21, over 200 se- 
niors, disabled people, and outraged citizens demon- 
strated downtown in front of the Social Security office 
to express anger over proposed cuts to Social Security, 
Medicare and Medicaid. Called by several groups, in- 
cluding Community Renewal Society, Illinois Alliance 
of Retired Americans, Lakeview Action Coalition, Jane 
Addams Senior Caucus and several unions, the demon- 
stration was mostly made up of people in their 60s and 
older, several in wheelchairs, and younger supporters. 

It was sobering to see so many older people con- 
cerned about being able to survive, demonstrating on 
a day so hot that it was dangerous to our health. Or- 
ganizers, aware of the fragile nature of many of the 
participants, made sure to have water available and 
promised a demonstration shorter than usual. Even so, 
many had to take turns going into the air-conditioned 
building lobby for a few minutes to be able to continue 
participating. 

Not despite disability and age, but because of it, 
the demonstration was militant and spirited. We chant- 
ed and yelled: "Whose money? Our money!" "Banks 
got bailed out; we got sold out!" and the one that got the 
most enthusiasm: "Don't put seniors in the ditch. There 
is money: Tax the rich!" 

We were there to pressure Illinois Senators Mark 
Kirk and Dick Durbin to preserve funding for life-sav- 
ing programs that capitalists are anxious to destroy. 
Despite the unusual nature of the demonstrators and 
the urgency of their message, this demonstration got 
little coverage. But that will not stop either the outrage 
or the protests to come. — Marxist-Humanist participant 

G-8/NAT0 vs. Chicago 

Chicago — In a first, both the G-8 and NATO sum- 
mits will be held in Chicago at the same time, May 
15-22, 2012. Chicago’s Police Superintendent Garry 
McCarthy has already threatened to restrict the civil 
liberties of demonstrators who will converge from 
around the world to confront the tottering high priests 
of capitalism and their dogs of war. 

This situation does present an unprecedented op- 
portunity to confront the ruling class, not only with 
more demonstrations, but with the perspective of the 
revolutionary history of the modern age. The rulers 
that have devastated lives and communities with their 
bottomless austerity programs will be coming to the 
home of the struggle for the eight-hour day, with all its 
revolutionary implications: the city of Haymarket. That 
should be thrown back in their faces. 

They will be coming to the city where the most 
revolutionary of labor organizations, the Industrial 
Workers of the World, was founded. The city of great 
Black revolutionaries like Lovett Fort-Whiteman and 
Richard Wright. That is the history that we will claim 
as our inheritance, seizing the opportunity to create 
new international (and local) links and support net- 
works, seizing the opportunity to make history. 

Further, the G-8/NATO summit protests will be 
happening in the wake of the Arab Spring, the most sig- 
nificant revolutionary movement in decades. It will be 
the perfect moment for discussing and clarifying ideas 
on how to end the cycle of austerity, repression and war 
that has gripped the capitalist order for decades and 
which, as the masses in the Middle East have shown, 
demands nothing less than revolutionary change. 

— Gerry Emmett 


Participate in a series of four classes on 

Dialectics of organization and philosophy in today's 
freedom struggles , Karl Marx , and Marxist- Humanism 



From Tunisia to Egypt, Yemen to 
Syria, Spain to Greece, new forms 
of organization have appeared in 
the world, posing challenges to the 
rulers, but also to Left groups and 
theoreticians. Struggles like that 
of workers in Wisconsin and the 
hunger strike of California prisoners show that these chal- 
lenges are alive in the U.S. too. Without action by masses 
in motion, no revolution could take place, nor could there 
be any fundamental change in the direction the world is 
moving, dictated by capitalism. 

History has shown how retrogression follows move- 
ments that fall short of revolution, and revolutions that 


stop halfway, or are transformed into opposite. This series 
of classes explores the missing link: the inseparability of 
organization and the philosophy of total uprooting, of 
revolution in permanence, that is, Marx's philosophy of 
revolution. Each class revolves around one or two of the 
pieces in the forthcoming book of selected writings by 
Raya Dunayevskaya on Marx, as a way of letting these 
ideas and us as individuals be 
part of transforming the world. 

Take part in the work on this 
new book as an integral part 
of the work of creating a new 
world. Contact us for details — 
see p. 5 for contact information. 
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Hunger striker speaks 


Pelican Bay SHU struggle continues! 


July 4, 2011 

Pelican Bay, Calif. — Here in Pelican Bay State Pris- 
on's Security Housing Unit (SHU), a number of us pris- 
oners decided to launch a peaceful collective protest in 
the form of a hunger strike starting July 1. This action 
is necessary due to the anti-human, draconian institu- 
tional policies implemented by the California Depart- 
ment of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR). 

According to those policies, our confinement and 
length of time in SHU are by no stretch of the imagina- 
tion an extralegal death sentence. The use of the term 
"extralegal" is quite correct. The court ruling that es- 
tablished the active/inactive gang status review has 
amounted to a comic process that clearly undermines 
its original judicial intent. It was supposed to be an im- 
partial review of a prisoner’s past and present institu- 
tional behavior in determining his alleged gang status. 
It has turned into a re-designation of gang status. 

Since the Institutional Gang Investigators cannot 
find any criminal activity in furthering the objectives of 
a gang, they use a boiler-plate term, such as "a threat 
to inmates, staff, and institutional security." It is their 
way of maintaining their forced interrogation policy: 
one has to debrief (snitch) or die in the SHU. 

It is this issue, more than any other, that has 
galvanized the overwhelming support of us pris- 
oners. The hunger strike is intended to bring 
about a process where we are judged impartially 
and on an individual basis to determine alleged 
gang status, one that affords us a real opportu- 
nity of being released from the SHU to fully par- 
ticipate in whatever rehabilitation programs are 
still available to California prisoners. 

We are not asking for anything special in our 
treatment, only the due process of law that has been 
enshrined in the U.S. Constitution. What the hunger 
strike is about, in essence, is a fundamental plea that 
our humanity and dignity as men be respected. 

* * * 


Pelican Bay, Calif. — The hunger strike among Cali- 
fornia prisoners, consigned to perpetual solitary con- 
finement in Security Housing Units (SHU), was sus- 
pended on July 20. The conditions that drove many 
prisoners to severely endanger their health by not eat- 
ing for three weeks persist. According to prison offi- 
cials themselves, at one point 6,600 inmates in at least 
13 California prisons had joined the strike. 

The hunger strikers discovered their own 
power when the authorities did something they 
said they would never do, that is, openly nego- 
tiate across the table with the prisoners' strike 
committee. 

The prison authorities begged the 
prisoners to give up their strike, pri- 
vately promising them they would ad- 
dress some of the core issues, while pub- 
licy claiming they would offer prisoners 
some tokens they had no right to take 
away in the first place like a hat to help 
them keep warm in their cold cells and 
the right to have a wall calendar. 

The prisoners decided to give the 
prison officials a few weeks to show 
their good faith out of concern for some, 
including those on solidarity hunger 
strikes in other prisons, who were at 
the point of doing real damage to their 
health. None believe the prison admin- 
istrators will deliver. If they don't, after 
prisoners rebuild their strength they 
plan to continue the strike. 

The success of the strike is that 
it drew widespread attention to the 
torturous isolation from which many prisoners 
have no exit, caught in a hell in which there is no 
way to overcome the designation "gang member" 
which put them in the SHU. 

An African-American prisoner in the SHU for 17 
years said all he has to do is to speak with another 
African American to be "validated" as an active gang 
member. The only way out of the SHU is to go through 
a "debriefing" where one implicates someone else. He 
said, even if he wanted to do such a thing, now he 
would have to make things up because he doesn't know 
anyone anymore. 

Prolonged isolation and sensory deprivation forced 
on prisoners by a "snitch or die in the SHU" policy, are 
in fact internationally recognized as torture. Dorsey 
Nunn, an ex-prisoner who testified in Sacramento on 
Aug. 23 before a specially called legislative hearing on 
the Pelican Bay SHU, caught the essence of the multi- 
racial, non-violent strike when he said prisoners were 
demanding to be "validated" as human beings. 

An elderly SHU prisoner we visited on July 21 has 
been in the Pelican Bay SHU for 20 years. He has been 
continuously imprisoned on a seven-to-life sentence he 
started serving in 1968. When he was up for review 
in 1996, he was revalidated by a confidential source (a 
debriefer) who supposedly said 
he planned to blow up the Cali- 
fornia Department of Correc- 
tions in Sacramento — from his 
prison cell! 

On a more recent evalu- 
ation day he said a guard 
testified he heard him say 
he was still in a gang — a 
total fabrication that was 
enough to keep him in the 
SHU six more years! 

The doctor who saw him 
last January ordered him 
transferred out to the Folsom 
Prison medical facility, where they can care for his 
chronic heart failure, but the hated Chief Medical Of- 
ficer, Dr. Sayre, denied the transfer. 

A Latino prisoner, who lost 27 pounds in the 
strike, came directly from the medical facility and was 
very weak and unable to speak a few minutes into our 
visit because of a dry throat. We were not allowed to 
buy him a bottle of water, nor would the guards make 
any water available to him. After a few minutes this 
prisoner, who has been in the SHU for 26 years, con- 
tinued despite the difficulties because he so wanted to 
tell his story. Though he tried eating after hearing the 
strike was over he hadn't been able to keep any food 
down. He also had doubts about whether the strike was 
indeed over because he first heard about the end of the 
strike from an officer. He was determined to continue 
on, saying, "We knew this would not be easy, that 
we would have to continue until some die." 

The SHU is the heart of an inhuman California 
prison system designated by federal courts as commit- 
ting systemic medical abuse, and now under orders to 
cut its population of over 160,000 by 30,000. Guards’ 
power over prisoners with no real oversight re-creates 
the "Lucifer effect" in the extreme, so named by Stan- 
ford psychologist Dr. Zimbardo, who had to stop a two- 
week experiment after six days when students, as- 
signed the role of prison guards and selected for being 


well-balanced individuals, became sadistic while those 
assigned the role of prisoners displayed extreme stress. 

The collective action of California prisoners chal- 
lenges the foundations of a totally irrational prison 
system, which is evident to anyone willing to make 
even the scantiest comparison to the way other coun- 
tries, and even other states, deal with crime. Prison- 
ers also challenged the way the system, especially the 
guards' union, holds state resources hostage at the cost 
of education and healthcare. 

The African-American, Latino and white prison- 
ers who united in anti-SHU action raised a fundamen- 
tal human question with far deeper implications than 


political ones. 

Prisoners are risking their lives against their tor- 
turous isolation in order to utter, as one prisoner put 
it, "a fundamental plea that our humanity and dig- 
nity be respected” (see "Hunger striker speaks," this 
page). This unifying thread was heard throughout 
the prison system and the outside as acts of solidar- 
ity and demonstrations were held across the country 
and internationally. It totally contradicted the official 
mantra, issued daily by prison administration spokes- 
person Terry Thornton, that the hunger strikers were 
gang members who had to be separated because of the 
threat they pose to society. 

The criminal justice system loves the designation 
"gang” in order to denigrate that most human attribute, 
becoming who we are through our freely chosen asso- 
ciations with others. While a gang may perceive most 
others as the enemy, the prisoners' strike showed the 
opposite: that they considered all other prisoners a part 
of their "we." The hunger strike — as an association by 
prisoners in total opposition to the prison's inhumanity, 
even risking their own death — was, at the same time, 
asserting a new beginning in human relations. 

The prisoners' demand for human dignity in the 
belly of the beast of the California prison system, the 
SHU, is at the core of our struggle for a new human 
society. Stop the torture in California prisons! 

— Urszula Wislanka and Ron Kelch 

L.A. prisoner solidarity 

Los Angeles — On Aug. 13, 30 youths, mostly young 
women, gathered at the County Twin Towers Prison to 
support the Pelican Bay prisoners' hunger strike. With 
the drumbeat and the performance of Aztec dancers, 
the protesters held individually made signs that read: 
"Prisoners are human beings, give them their rights"; 
"We stand in solidarity for prisoners' human rights"; 
"L.A. Prisons = torture chambers"; "Calif. Dept, of Cor- 
rection's negotiations are not reasonable enough"; and 
"Justice for California prisoners — this is my brother, 
he's starving and being tortured in Corcoran SHU." 

As the July-August News & Letters article "Pelican 
Bay SHU on hunger strike” states: the prisoners are 
being physically and psychologically tortured. 

A Firedoglake flyer listed the five Basic Core De- 
mands From Pelican Bay Prisoners as: 

1. Eliminate group punishment of prisoners of a 
race when an individual of that race breaks a rule. 

2. Abolish "debriefing" (snitching, or forcing infor- 
mation on active/inactive prison gang status). 

3. End long-term (10-40 years) isolation/solitary 
confinement. 

4. Provide adequate (healthy) food and sanitary 
conditions. 

5. Provide and expand constructive programs in- 
cluding education, religious and other activities, allow 
self-help, and provide warm clothing in bitterly cold 
cells or exercise rooms. 

All these demands are already allowed in other 
Super max prisons. 

During the demonstration, a protester was also 
organizing a trip to Sacramento to protest and address 
the legislators and the governor on the violation of 
prisoners' civil and human rights. 

— Human Rights Activist 


July 26, 2011 

On July 22 the local Channel 3 News reported that 
the prisoners had declared the hunger strike a vic- 
tory. The claim of victory rests upon the prisoncrats' 
alleged acquiescence to the small, very basic prisoners' 
demands. For example, now SHU prisoners will be al- 
lowed watch caps and more educational opportunities. 

I don't discount or minimize these small gains, be- 
cause they lessen the degree of the overall torturous 
effects of being perpetually subjected to SHU confine- 
ment. Nonetheless the question remains what pris- 
oners — if any at all — actually declared such gains as 
victory? It's clear the media wasn't given access to the 
representatives of the hunger strike, where one-on-one 
interviews would reveal prisoners' true sentiments 
about the strike and its conclusion. Without this partic- 
ular input directly out of the mouths of prisoners, any 
kind of assessment of the hunger strike is one-sided. 

A day or so before, prisoncrats released a state- 
ment characterizing the prisoners' participation in the 
strike as misguided. They said that after a meeting 
with prisoners, in which CDCR articulated 
their projected strategic plan for next year, 
understanding and acceptance material- 
ized as prisoners realized that CDCR was 
already moving to address their vital con- 
cerns. Nothing could be further from the 
truth. 

However, that action by CDCR is the 
unintended recognition of the success of the 
hunger strike. The force of the strike, its 
large internal participation and its wide- 
spread external support, caught CDCR off 
guard as it went beyond their ability to 
control. The strike broke through the veil 
of vulgar deception that has continuously 
served CDCR in misleading the public. 

Now, perhaps, the veil has been lifted and rays of 
light shine on present-day prison operations and the 
policies governing SHU confinement. It isn't a secret 
to prisoners or their loved ones that for decades CDCR 
hasn't had a handle on administering internal prison 
policies that are humane and that return prisoners to 
the community at large as wholesome, productive in- 
dividuals. The basis for the hunger strike, in its most 
simple and undeniable interpretation, was to turn pris- 
ons toward such social functions. How can it be said 
prisoners are misguided? 

The ultimate success or failure of the strike will 
be shaped by individual’s perspective. The most impor- 
tant thing now is to not lose sight of the positive in the 
negative as we search for a way to begin anew. Prison- 
ers reach for the level of social conditions behind prison 
walls that give us the ability to express our humanity 
in opposition to the oppressive prison conditions. It is 
no different from the efforts in various countries today 
trying to lift the curse of capitalist social relations. 

At the heart of social movements is the funda- 
mental quest to unify subjectivity and objectivity — in 
other words, for an individual's thinking/feelings to be 
reflected in their given reality. With such a full expres- 
sion of humanism, society can be reconstructed on hu- 
man foundations. — Faruq 



Image by Pete Collins, imprisoned at Bath 
Prison, Ontario, Canada, in solidarity with 
the Pelican Bay strikers. 
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Political spectacles can't hide reality of deranged system 



Student "guest workers" walked off the job packing Hershey's chocolates in Palmyra, Penn., 
in August. They worked long hours at pay lower than promised, many of them doing heavy 
lifting, and were gouged for housing, in what was supposed to be an educational experience. 
The students protested exploitative conditions as well as the fact that they were being used 
to eliminate union jobs for local workers — who are supporting the students' action. 


continued from p. 1 

economic union as countries like Germany, with finan- 
cial prowess due to an export-driven economy, have dic- 
tated harsh conditions for bailouts of other countries. 
Bailouts became necessary after bond dealers, who 
were rescued from their own speculative bubble, forced 
one country after another to face exorbitant interest 
rates on their debt. The contagion spread from margin- 
al countries like Ireland, Portugal and Greece to Spain 
and even Italy. Now economic growth in Germany it- 
self has collapsed to almost nothing. Economists fear 
not just another global recession but another financial 
meltdown like 2008. 

After S&P's downgrade, far from fleeing from U.S. 
debt, investors demanded more of it, making it even 
cheaper for the government to borrow. The interest rate 
on ten-year Treasuries fell to historic lows of under 2%. 
U.S. capitalists have a huge cash hoard of nearly $2 
trillion that is not being invested in the real economy. 
It gets lent to the government for almost nothing. The 
near religious faith that capital creates jobs has 
met the reality of stalled capital accumulation 
creating permanent mass unemployment. 

As economists like Paul Krugman and Robert 
Reich keep saying, Keynesian economics arose in the 
1930s to deal with a similar deranged moment when 
capitalism kept dig- 
ging itself into a 
deeper hole. Today 
is said to be akin to 
1937, when Presi- 
dent Roosevelt lis- 
tened to those who 
wanted to cut the 
deficit and the De- 
pression returned 
with a vengeance. 

Only when 
Roosevelt turned 
to several years of 
what would in to- 
day's dollars be $3 
trillion deficits in 
the buildup and 
execution of World 
War II did the U.S. 
exit the Depression. 

Krugman claims 

the economic impact of the war — the massive physical 
destruction of capital, which left the U.S. as the lone 
economic superpower — wasn't necessary for ending the 
Depression and restarting capital accumulation. 

But total war was not separate from the Depres- 
sion. War was preceded by the monstrosity of Nazism 
arising in an advanced capitalist country. A more 
thoughtful evaluation came from another renowned 
academic economist, Simon Kuznets, who also saw 
only "transient difficulties" in the collapse in the rate of 
capital accumulation, but nevertheless questioned the 
capitalist basis of economic growth if it is "susceptible 
to such a barbaric deformation" ( Postwar Economic 
Growth, Harvard University Press, 1964). 
CAPITALISM'S FALLING RATE OF PROFIT 

Karl Marx showed that the collapse in capital- 
ist growth is no "transient difficulty," but is rather a 
reflection, despite many countervailing tendencies, of 
an overall tendency for the rate of profit to decline. 
(See "Deep recession, rate of profit and the supreme 
commodity, labor power," p. 4.) A financial meltdown 
reveals a dramatically lower rate of profit in the real 
economy where capitalists balk at investment and pro- 
duce not jobs but a growing army of unemployed and 
mass pauperization. 

Profit can only come from surplus value extracted 
from living labor, and the rate of profit falls when there 
is relatively less living labor in proportion to dead labor 
or capital. Capital's self-contradictory motivation is to 
diminish living labor as much as possible — this goose 
that lays their golden eggs — by constantly revolutioniz- 
ing production with new dead labor or machines. With 
a given level of technological development and ratio of 
capital to living labor, the only way to boost profit is 
to lower the cost of labor through a class war on labor 
rights, wages, benefits and pensions. 

The capitalist system will not collapse on its own, 
but will continue as long as it can in a protracted painful 
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decline. There are persistent new revolts on the ground 
searching for a new path as when mass demonstrations 
and sit-ins in Wisconsin confronted Governor Walker — 
not only because of his huge take-backs but because of 
the repeal of public workers' basic labor rights. The op- 
position to Walker also came within one vote of taking 
control of the State Senate in recall elections and ef- 
fectively ended his majority for the most extreme of his 
agenda items. The political arena of elections, however, 
is where capitalists have infinite cash to spin facts in 
the media according to their inverted reality. 

President Obama, who was elected on a promise 
of change that inspired masses of new people to work 
for his election, behaves as if he also believes fervent- 
ly in the political process that operates on a different 
plane than the conditions of life and labor of those who 
elected him. Obama kept exclaiming that high unem- 
ployment is unacceptable and a prime concern, but the 
political process, divorced from the aspirations of those 
who elected him, revolved around deficit cuts that un- 
dermined employment. His new promise to introduce a 
jobs program has little credibility. 

Workers experience the process of accumulating 
capital as an alien one, where the object, capital in 
the form of a machine, dominates the subject, the liv- 
ing laborer. The capitalist begins from total costs and 

views labor not as 
the source of value 
but only as an ex- 
pense. In this way, 
says Marx, "the 
extortion of sur- 
plus-value loses its 
specific character." 
For the capital- 
ists it always ap- 
pears as though 
an increase in 
value results 
from technology. 
New technology 
lowers socially nec- 
essary labor-time 
and makes those 
commodities issu- 
ing from it tempo- 
rarily sell above 
their value, which 
is determined by the average socially necessary labor- 
time. The "crisis" hits when all capitalists get the same 
technology (or are driven out of business) and all com- 
modities sell for their now lower value, the amount of 
labor-time "in” them. What pervades the totally dys- 
functional political system is the capitalist's fantasy 
thinking that treats capital as the generator not only of 
jobs but of value itself. 

The appearance of creating value from nothing 
through speculative finance capital is twice removed 
from the "specific character" of creating value in pro- 
duction and greatly amplifies the hallucinatory think- 
ing of capitalists and their political allies. Production 
is the source of both profit and the illusions of 
finance capital. Under finance capital, as Marx put 
it, "the way that surplus-value is transformed into the 
form of profit... is only further extension of that inver- 
sion of subject and object which already occurs in the 
course of the production process itself. We saw in that 
case how all the subjective forces of labor present them- 
selves as productive forces of capital” ( Capital , Vol. 3, 
Fernbach trans, p. 136). 

DIGGING HUMANITY OUT OF A MENTAL HOLE 

Ideologues never tire of projecting anew this dis- 
ordered consciousness in which humans begin from 
reality not as our own creative powers in metabolism 
with nature, but bow to technology as capital. In For- 
eign Affairs (July/ August, 2011), Michael Spence warns 
of "structural underpinnings" driving a divergence be- 
tween "growth and employment," which means "the 
United States should brace itself for a long period of 
high unemployment" because of the impending loss of 
even "high-value-added" jobs that revolutionize tech- 
nology. "Value-added" fantastically becomes "capital 
and labor that turn the inputs into outputs." Capital 
produces no new value. Only living labor, whose pro- 
portion diminishes relative to dead labor, creates new 
value even as it transfers the value of the machine over 
its lifetime in production. 

Apple Corp. came to be the iconic center of high- 
tech jobs and briefly the company with the largest mar- 
ket capitalization in the world based on an abundance 
of alienated, sweated labor. Foxconn, which employs a 
million workers in China manufacturing high-tech gad- 
gets for Apple and others, has an ignominious reputa- 
tion for workplace injuries and a rash of suicides from 
long hours and high production quotas. Workers, who 
make at most $200 a month, must sign a promise to not 
commit suicide. Safety nets have been placed outside 
factory windows. Foxconn chairman Terry Gou wants 
to deal with these erratic humans by replacing as many 
as possible with a million robots by 2013. This is in the 
name of wanting his employees to move "higher up the 


value chain" ("Cheap Robots vs. Cheap Labor”, New 
York Times, Aug. 14, 2011) in a country which still has 
300 million peasants. Nothing will stop China, rife with 
worker revolts, from a reckoning, not only with specula- 
tive excesses in finance, but with its own internal bar- 
riers to accumulation. 

New revolts, emerging outside the familiar players 
like political parties and labor unions — including the 
mass demonstrations that forced the shutdown of an 
ecologically disastrous chemical plant in Dalian, China, 
or the new people's assemblies that have filled the pub- 
lic squares in Europe — reveal masses of people search- 
ing for a way out of capitalism’s upside-down thinking. 
It’s time to stop digging ourselves into not only deeper 
economic stagnation but also the stagnation of the 
mental hole that just reproduces capitalist illusions. 
For Marx, the only way to wipe away those illusions is 
when production is run by freely associated laborers, a 
conceptual guide-rail for all the new spontaneous and 
self-organized revolts. 

Famine in Somalia 

continued from p. 1 

at a camp built for 90,000, where they are prey to rape 
by police and others, attacks by bandits, and spread- 
ing epidemics of cholera and measles. For months the 
Kenyan government has rejected urgent calls by aid 
agencies to allow them to expand the permanent infra- 
structure. 

Humanitarian agencies have been making urgent 
appeals all this year, but assistance from the U.S. actu- 
ally dropped by 90% since 2008. Instead, the U.S. has 
tried to have the UN take up climate change as a secu- 
rity matter. 

That is the crux of the rulers' approach to the grow- 
ing damage from climate change. With great fanfare, 
fruitless negotiations are held and feckless measures 
pretend to limit greenhouse gas emissions, while the 
real action resides in quiet military planning to repel 
future waves of climate refugees and contain resource 
wars from impinging on strategic interests of the state 
and transnational capital. 

CONTROLLING NOT ENDING CLIMATE CHANGE 

This truth is obscured by the myth of U.S. fear of 
involvement in Somalia since its disastrous militarized 
"humanitarian” intervention of 1992-93 — whose his- 
tory was rewritten in the jingoistic movie Black Hawk 
Down. The U.S. is in fact heavily involved in current 
fighting there, orchestrating the outsourcing of the 
bulk of the TFG's defense to private contractors and 
African Union troops, supplemented by drone attacks 
and Special Operations strikes. 

As revealed by Jeremy Scahill in The Nation, the 
CIA is operating a secret prison in Mogadishu, complete 
with rendition, interrogation, torture, and the absence 
of any due process, court proceedings, representation 
by lawyers or visits by the Red Cross/Red Crescent. At 
the same time, the CIA is building and funding the So- 
mali National Security Agency as a power base inde- 
pendent of the TFG. 

In short, from the collision of the climate's desta- 
bilization with social destabilization spills the plight 
of Somalia's starving people. Six years ago, the mili- 
tarization of New Orleans during and after Hurricane 
Katrina, the herding of the poor into the Superdome 
and the police murders of African Americans on the 
Danziger Bridge uncloaked capitalism's stance toward 
climate disasters in the industrialized lands. Today the 
Horn of Africa hints at how much bloodier, how much 
crueler and more brutal it can become, if humanity 
does not replace it with a new way of life. 

— Franklin Dmitryev 



Bosnia-Herzegovina: 
Achilles Heel of Western 
'Civilization' (expanded) 

Our statement on the massacre 
in Norway (p. 8) states: "Behind An- 
ders Behring Breivik's cold-blooded 
rampage is an ideological campaign that 
reaches back to the Bosnian genocide of the 1990s and 
straight into the politics of the modern Right. Breivik was 
acting out the exterminationist rhetoric that fills right-wing 
websites and rallies." 

Learn about the ideas raised by the Bosnian struggle 
in an age when capitalism is making every effort to divert 
attention from its deep crises by trying to define life along 
the contours of racism, ethnic hatred, misogyny, and 
homophobia. The ideas raised by and in the Bosnian 
struggle are a serious challenge to the system. The 
book contains Raya Dunayevskaya's "A Post-World 
War II View of Marx's Humanism, 1843-83; Marxist- 
Humanism in the 1950s and 1980s." 

Only $5 + postage. To order, see page 7. 
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Expose demonization of Black Gay youth 


Chicago — Editor's note: News and Letters Commit- 
tees hosted a forum in our Chicago office on Aug. 8 on 
the response within the Gay community to the Face- 
book page Take Back Boystown posting videos of Blacks 
fighting as a way to demonize "outsiders" coming to Gay 
institutions and bars. Below is part of the discussion 
among panelists and audience. 

Ed Negron, AIDS Foundation of Chicago: It is 
unfortunate that certain incidents were caught on tape, 
but the silver lining is that the true racism and the true 
ageism that has always gone on in Boystown is now out 
in the public. The Gay community doesn't like to air its 
dirty laundry, they did it unintentionally, but it's not 
going to be brushed under the rug anymore. 

Because of the internet, we can see in writing what 
people have been feeling 
about people of color and the 
younger generation. When 
I first came out in the early 
1990s and raised these is- 
sues, people would say that's 
just in your head, your inter- 
nalized racism and homopho- 
bia. Now it is on Facebook. 

Back when crystal meth 
was the big thing in the 
neighborhood, business own- 
ers were actually talking 
about hosing the youth off 
the front of their property. They really got up in arms: 
"Don't even think about coming here." The group Affin- 
ity is trying to build a youth center on the South Side. 
Would it help to gather our energies to support them, or 
would it sound to Take Back Boystown supporters like, 
fine, we're leaving, we're going somewhere else? 

Darrell Gordon, Queer, Gay, anarchist activ- 
ist: From an historical perspective, an openly African- 
American Queer bar on Halsted at Belmont opened 
in 1985. There was controversy from the start. It was 
closed in 1989 by then Alderman Bernie Hansen. The 
sentiment from Gay guys in Lakeview was that they 
were glad the bar was closed because then there would 
be fewer African-Americans around. The same type of 
force we're talking about wants the Night Ministry, 
which hands out food and other material to youth, to 
move from the Lakeview neighborhood. 

As the face of AIDS has changed, the interest 
among white Gay men around the AIDS issue in Lakev- 
iew has declined since the mid-1990s. We need to do 

No 'Secure Community' 

Los Angeles — On Aug. 13 the Coalition for Humane 
Immigrant Rights, Los Angeles (CHIRLA), held a press 
conference against Secure Community (SC), the federal 
government program that allows local police to act as 
federal immigration agents. Under the program, over 
a million immigrants have been deported, most after 
being stopped for minor offenses. 

According to CHIRLA: "From the beginning, SC 
has been shrouded in lies and deception — and was a 
smokescreen for achieving record numbers of deporta- 
tions. Both the New York Times and the Los Angeles 
Times called for its shelving." 

Protest signs read: "Stop ripping families apart!” 
One sign said, "R.I.P. S.O. 40." "Special Order 40" is 
the L.A. Police Department's 30-year policy of non-co- 
operation with immigration agents is now dead because 
of SC. Isaura Garcia said she was a victim of domes- 
tic violence who called the police. The police arrested, 
handcuffed and detained her for seven days. 

Many street vendors are under attack because of 
SC. A young man was arrested in South Gate while 
selling ice cream because he had no ID. While detained, 
he resisted strong pressure to sign a confession because 
he knew his rights. He said, "Obama, the Latino Com- 
munity voted for you, and you need to end this.” 

That evening the Homeland Security Task Force 
Advisory Council to ICE held a hearing on SC. An hour 
before it started, hundreds of youths marched from 
CHIRLA's office with signs reading, "Terminate Secure 
Community," "Legalization or no reelection," "No more 
lies, terminate the program,” and "The Border is ille- 
gal, not the workers." 

The Southern California Immigration Coalition re- 
ported that police at checkpoints have impounded cars 
for minor traffic violations or for expired drivers licens- 
es. It's lose your car or pay $500 to get it back. 

At the hearing, a student told of how his ten-year- 
old brother was taken to foster care after his parents 
were detained. A spokesman for Mayor Villaraigosa 
said, "Terminate the program." An activist followed 
with, "Tell Villaraigosa to stop stealing our cars too!" 

A youth who was arrested by the San Bernardino 
Police told the task force, "Over one million people have 
been deported. You need to resign!" A task force person 
responded, "We have an opportunity to reform SC." The 
audience erupted with chants of "No More Lies! Termi- 
nate the program! " Hundreds of youths walked out and 
rallied in the streets chanting, "We don't need a hear- 
ing, we need to end the program." — Basho 


more than just address the issue of racism in Lakeview. 
We also need to confront heterosexism and homopho- 
bia on the West and South Sides of Chicago and create 
meeting places for community and political organizing. 

Benjamin Perry, Gender JUST: We are current- 
ly involved with Center on Halsted. We are trying to set 
up a better structure for them. I felt we were building 
a relationship with the Northalsted Business Alliance. 
We showed them how traveling is one of the biggest is- 
sues for the youth, because a lot of resources are on the 
North Side and we really don't have a lot of resources on 
the South and West Sides. 

They were receiving $50,000, and using it as they 
had for the past couple years for policing the youth. 
They could use the money in a better form like a jobs 

program, or some after- 
hours spot for the youth. 
They wonder why a lot of 
the youth go up and down 
the Lakeview-Boystown 
strip. It is because we do 
not have a place to go. 

Darrell said that 
there had been African- 
American clubs in the 
area, and residents just 
went hooray, those clubs 
are gone, we don't have 
to worry about them any- 
more. That kind of transitions to Take Back Boystown. 

Betty Akins, formerly of Center on Halsted: 
I saw what was going on over the past year going to 
and from work. I'm concerned not only with class and 
race, but as someone living outside of Boystown. I hope 
resources aren't being pulled out of neighborhoods that 
really need them. On 82nd St. last week, very close to 
where I live, a young girl was shot. We found out only 
because the METRA Line was stopped. 

Racists are like sharks. They smell blood and they 
will come in and send this message. I remember seeing 
comments on the internet that "they" are messing up 
Boystown, using the n word and the f word. They have 
been doing that for a long time, but now they are stok- 
ing the fires. My fear is that those sharks will start cir- 
cling, trying to create this ugly emotional atmosphere. 

Fred: At the CAPS meeting I recognized I was 
seeing the same racism as in Marquette Park in the 
1970s. There was no connection to a rising crime rate 
because there was no rising crime rate. The police ad- 
mitted that the crime rate has fallen every year since 
2007. The alderman himself should be put on the spot. 
To counter these loose racist charges with their own 
voices, the Black youth could put out a newsletter. 

Ahkia: Whoever Take Back Boystown is, it is not a 
person, and is not an organization. I feel that Northal- 
sted Business Alliance might just be Take Back Boys- 
town. If you take your butt up to Lakeview, you know 
what you are getting yourself into. Because they have 
thousands of rainbow flags everywhere, it obviously 
means the Queer community. 

If you own property there, then you are accepted. 
But if you are not a white homosexual man, then you 
are out. Women kind of slide. But anything else, Trans, 
oh my goodness. Community to them does not mean 
Queer, it means owning property. 


QUEERNOTES 


by Suzanne Rose 

While returning from a bar last month in Yaounde, 
the capital of Cameroon, three men were detained by 
the police because they thought two of them looked fem- 
inine. The three were jailed for a week and two were tor- 
tured and abused by the police. One man was released, 
but the other two were charged with "homosexuality." 
People working on their behalf say the charges violate 

Cameroon's constitution, as well as international law. 

* * * 

A discrimination complaint against Philadelphia's 
Youth Study Center was resolved by Lambda Legal for 
a now 18-year-old Transgender woman. While living at 
the facility, she was physically attacked by other resi- 
dents and verbally abused by the staff every day for al- 
most a year and a half. Their actions violated the Phila- 
delphia Fair Practices Ordinance. 

* * * 

Denver immigration judge Mimi Tsankov halted 
the deportation of Sujey Pando and scheduled a new 
hearing based on her marriage to U.S. citizen Violeta 
Pando. Sujey is an undocumented immigrant from 
Mexico who came to the U.S. as a minor. She married 
longtime partner Violeta last year in Iowa. 

* * * 

Gay rights activist Kasha Jacqueline Nabagesera, 
Executive Director of Freedom and Roam Uganda, was 
denied a visa by the UK. After many protesters signed a 
petition objecting to the denial, she has been welcomed 
and will now speak at Northern Ireland's Foyle Pride 
Festival. — Information from: Pink News 


Illinois 'care' a disaster 

Chicago — The Illinois Department of Healthcare 
and Family Services on May 1 implemented a five-year 
pilot program and the state's first Integrated Care Pro- 
gram for older adults and adults with disabilities eli- 
gible for Medicaid but not Medicare. 

The program is mandatory, no exceptions. You 
have to choose between two "medical homes," Aetna 
and IlliniCare, and use only the doctors and hospitals 
in that "medical home." The program promises "better 
coordination of care, as members work with a team of 
providers to give them the best possible healthcare." 
TAKING THE 'HEALTH' OUT OF 'HEALTHCARE' 

The program is supposed to save the state millions 
of dollars. One way it purports to do this is by offering 
the doctors a set payment whether they see a patient or 
not, as opposed to the usual pay per visit. In my daugh- 
ter's and my experience, the program takes the "health" 
out of healthcare. 

"Team of providers?" In our experience there 
is no team. Our Primary Care Provider said that 
she has no idea who else is in the Aetna network 
and does not have the time to look at the book 
Aetna sent her that lists all the providers. She is 
unable to refer us to a specialist within the Aetna 
system. We are on our own finding them. Team- 
work is crucial for people with complicated med- 
ical needs. The doctors must communicate with 
each other and coordinate their care. That is not 
happening. 

My disabled daughter needs many specialists to 
manage her complex medical needs. When I called to 
find doctors for her, they didn't have any that were 
reasonably close to us. The most important doctor my 
daughter needs is a neurosurgeon. The only neurosur- 
geon both Aetna and IlliniCare have is in Kankakee! It 
is unreasonable to expect people to drive from Chicago 
to Kankakee to see a specialist (from where I live that 
would be a 150-mile round trip). 

Every time over a two-month period that I called 
Aetna to find providers they simply did not have, I was 
told that "new providers are being added every day.” 
That was not our experience. 

ILL PATIENTS PANIC IDIOT DOCTORS 

The most disturbing part of this program is some of 
the doctors. The first Primary Care Provider we visited 
had a complete look of panic on her face when I wheeled 
my daughter into the room. She did not examine her, 
ask any questions, or even acknowledge her presence in 
the room. What should have been a double appointment 
(at my request) turned into five minutes with the doctor 
talking about her "waiting room full of patients" and 
escorting us out of the exam room. 

Our visit to an orthopedic surgeon was even worse. 
My daughter has multiple leg and hip problems from 
cerebral palsy (CP). She has painful arthritis and bur- 
sitis in her knees and hips. She has had multiple sur- 
geries on her legs including the removal of a femur bone 
from one leg. She has had a spinal fusion and has metal 
rods in her back. 

What I was expecting from that doctor was for him 
to examine her legs, check her range of motion and or- 
der X-rays to check the progress of her arthritis and 
bursitis. I also expected him to deal with her constant 
complaints of pain in her leg, which requires heavy- 
duty pain medicine. He did nothing. He could not seem 
to understand why we were there. 

When I asked him about examining her, he 
said that, since we didn't have an "immediate 
problem," he didn't need to. I again listed all her 
problems and asked him what about all of them 
wasn't "immediate" and he had no answer. We 
ran into this attitude again and again with every 
doctor we visited in the Aetna system. This is not 
healthcare. 

People with disabilities and those with chronic 
health conditions require more attention at the doctor's 
office. Part of the problem is the nature of managed 
care itself. The "managed" part is doctors being told 
how long to see a patient, how many patients to see in 
a day, etc. Many good doctors don't want to sign up for 
this program, which limits their ability to offer compre- 
hensive healthcare to the people who need it the most. 
NEW PROGRAM ENDANGERS LIVES 

I am worried about my daughter's life. She needs 
a neurosurgeon to monitor the shunts in her brain that 
drain excess spinal fluid from it. She could easily die 
quickly from a shunt malfunction if it is not caught 
ahead of time. She needs an orthopedic surgeon who 
will monitor her many needs from the CP in her legs 
and do X-rays to check for the many fractures she gets, 
just from sitting in her wheelchair all the time. 

This program is a disaster for the many people who 
are now forced to depend on it. Quality healthcare does 
not come from herding everyone with disabilities and 
chronic health problems into a program with seemingly 
incompetent doctors, third-tier hospitals and an atti- 
tude of uncaring from the people at Aetna. The State of 
Illinois has five years to prove that this program saves 
them money. I wonder how many people have to die for 
them to meet their goal. — Suzanne Klug 
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by Gerry Emmett 

The killing of 24-year-old Mark Duggan by Lon- 
don police on Aug. 6 set off the largest urban rebellion 
in Britain in decades. The situation was made worse 
by police lies that Duggan had pointed a gun at them, 
and by their rude, smirking 
response to family and com- 
munity members who came 
to the police station to de- 
mand justice and truth. 

Honest commentators 
had long predicted such re- 
bellions. Duggan's killing, 
plus the attempted murder 
of his reputation, was a fur- 
ther provocation to a Tot- 
tenham community that is 
targeted for racist searches 
and has suffered such po- 
lice crimes in the past as 
the death of Cynthia Jar- 
rett in 1985, which sparked a rebellion then; and the 

Students awaken Chile 

Hundreds of thousands of students — teenagers, 
and college students — have taken to the streets of San- 
tiago, the capital, and the cities of Concepcion, Val- 
paraiso and Temuco, among others, to demand a decent 
public education. Hundreds of schools have been taken 
over. Students have been joined by parents and friends. 
Now workers have joined the fight, adding their own de- 
mands. Rallies, a hunger strike, and sit-ins have been 
their methods. They demand educational reform from 
pre-school through the university. 

The protest is against the rightist government of 
Sebastian Pinera, who mouths words of support but 
sends in riot police to beat and arrest students. The 
government has also resorted to provocateurs. 

In months of demonstrations, the students refused 
to yield. While education is central, protests have also 
involved transportation and the environment, particu- 
larly hydroelectric projects which threaten Patagonia. 

Only last year, students were accused of being apa- 
thetic because they had not voted in the last presiden- 
tial election. The "Socialists” were defeated, allowing 
the right wing to regain power for the first time since 
the ouster of dictator General Augusto Pinochet, who 
had led a bloody 1973 coup against a genuine Socialist 
president, Salvador Allende. But the students saw little 
reason to vote. Socialists had won the two presidential 
terms post-Pinochet, but the policies that followed were 
a continuation of neoliberalism imposed by Pinochet 
under the army's boot heel. 

Pinochet launched the great privatization of Chil- 
ean education, resulting in huge school inequalities 
and high costs for families who wanted their children 
to have a decent education. Pinochet also closed several 
"radical" departments at the public university. 

Students have dared to break the shadow of fear, 
launching a movement that begins with education re- 
form, but opens the door for challenging the neoliberal- 
ism that has been Chile's hallmark since the 1980s. 

The great Latin American writer Eduardo Galeano 
sent the students greetings: "A million thanks to the 
students, who, in the streets of Chile, are returning us 
to a faith that at times had fallen away from us, or we 
had lost. A faith that tomorrow is not another name for 
today; the faith that the best of our days are those that 
we have not yet lived." — Eugene Walker 


British youth revolt 

police brutality which led to the Brixton rebellion of 
1981. Over 300 people have died in British police custo- 
dy since 1998, and not one officer has been prosecuted. 

Beyond this is decades of anger at endless attacks 
on the British working-class and Black communities, 
most recently in the closing of youth centers in Totten- 
ham and other inner city communities, and draconian 

cuts in social services. As 
a statement by the pub- 
lic service workers' union 
Unison put it, "The answer 
does not lie in David Cam- 
eron's Big Society' but in 
the defence of public ser- 
vices from a reckless attack 
■| by a Government which is 
indifferent to the social 
damage being wrought by 
their economic policies..." 

Clashes with police 
also broke out in cities 
across Britain, including 
Brighton, Birmingham, Manchester, Liverpool and Not- 
tingham. Police stations were targeted and a number of 
police vehicles burned. As in Los Angeles in 1992, the 
rebellion was multi-racial, which incensed the Right. 

Bourgeois opinion reeled with horror, as it 
always does when the class struggle shows itself 
to be a two-way street. The decades since for- 
mer Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher declared 
"there is no alternative" to capitalism have seen 
an effort to erase the very idea of working-class 
power and poor peoples' human rights. 

Epithets were launched from the Right, the media, 
and even parts of the Left against "thugs" and "feral 
youth.” Murdoch's late racist tabloid News of the World 
was hardly missed. The hatred expressed for "multi- 
culturalism" was close to Norwegian butcher Breivik's 
neofascist manifesto. 

Marxist economist David Harvey observed, "It re- 
minded me of how the communards in Paris in 1871 
were depicted as wild animals, as hyenas, that de- 
served to be (and often were) summarily executed in 
the name of the sanctity of private property, morality, 
religion, and the family." The outrageous sentences be- 
ing given for small "offenses" like posting pro-rebellion 
messages on Facebook, or possessing a possibly looted 
pair of shorts, bear this out. Conservative Prime Min- 
ister Cameron shows every sign of wanting to import 
the worst excesses of the U.S.'s racist criminal injustice 
system. As it has for decades, the Labour Party is will- 
ing to follow the logic, if not to the letter. 

Some even wished to counterpose the words of a 
Black woman in Hackney, London, to the rebellion it- 
self, although she really represented its own class con- 
sciousness when she urged the rebellious youth to focus 
their attacks against the authorities: "This is about a 
man who got shot in Tottenham. This ain't about hav- 
ing fun on the road and burning up the place. Get it 
real, Black people. Get real. Do it for a cause. If you're 
fighting for a cause then fight for a fucking cause.” 

The contradictions in these British rebellions in- 
here in such events, which send a powerful message but 
do not overthrow capitalism and build the new society 
as they destroy the old. That requires alliances with all 
forces seeking freedom and the serious philosophic labor 
required to work out what one is for, not only against. 

News & Letters will send a copy of A Philosophic 
Handbook of Urban Rebellion, articles and essays from 
Detroit, 1967; Los Angeles, 1992; and beyond, for $7. 
Please write for a copy. 


Israel: 'Egypt is here 1 

Israel has seen an unprecedented protest move- 
ment grow in the wake of the Arab Spring. Around 
250,000 people marched through Tel Aviv, Israel, on 
Aug. 6 in the biggest protest rally the country has ever 
experienced. Another 50,000 participated in other cit- 
ies and towns. It is being seen as a direct challenge to 
the right-wing government of Prime Minister Benja- 
min Netanyahu and his ultra-reactionary allies. 

The movement began in July when a young woman 
named Daphni Leef pitched a tent in Tel Aviv to protest 
against the unaffordable cost of housing. The protesters 
are also calling for a fairer tax system, free schooling, 
ending privatization of state-owned enterprises, and 
higher spending on public housing and transportation. 

Besides the tent city on Rothschild Boulevard in 
Tel Aviv, demonstrations have taken place in such lo- 
cales as Beersheba and Haifa, with efforts to include 
all parts of Israeli society, especially Arabs. Leftist, la- 
bor and student groups are represented. Palestinian- 
Israelis have raised their own perspective in Tel Aviv 
by setting up Tent #1948. 

It would be easy to be cynical about these protests, 
in that they have not directly raised the issues of Is- 
rael’s brutal occupation of Palestine, the blockade of 
Gaza, or the illegal West Bank settlements. But some 
of this is implicit in the criticism of the government's 
defense spending versus social spending. 

However, what really opens up new possibili- 
ties is the Arab Spring. The depth of the freedom 
movement in the region, in Egypt, Syria and Pal- 
estine, is a challenge to all that is old and oppres- 
sive in life and thought. It is now finding a hope- 
ful, if yet very fragile echo within Israel. 

In the words of Israeli war resister Matan Kamin- 
er, "...the articulation of the current movement with the 
Palestinian movement for liberation is certainly difficult 
to imagine. But it is unnecessary to point out how many 
of the events of the past year in the Middle East were 
completely unimaginable a year ago.... the events in Is- 
rael are, at least at the level of discourse, deeply inspired 
by those of the Arab Spring. The very idea of borrowing 
any progressive concept from an Arab country was un- 
imaginable here until quite recently. ...When, at the huge 
rally last Saturday, I saw a giant sign plastered with 
the Arabic irhal! (go!) and subtitled in Hebrew 'Egypt 
is here' — I was hardly surprised. We should not overlook 
the profundity of this change because of its apparently 
rhetorical nature." 

Malawi crackdown 

Protests against deteriorating economic condi- 
tions, fuel shortages and government repression were 
met with brutal force by authorities in Malawi on June 
20-21. Police fired on large crowds in a number of cit- 
ies, attacking with tear gas, and forcing protest leaders 
into hiding. At least 19 people were killed in two days of 
clashes and many more were injured. 

As discontent has risen, the government of Presi- 
dent Bingu wa Mutharika has passed laws restricting 
freedom of speech and press, and other civil liberties, 
and allowing for warrantless searches. The June 20 
protests were organized by labor unions and dozens of 
civil society organizations. 

Malawi, one of the world’s poorest countries, is 
heavily dependent on foreign aid. Much of that aid 
has been suspended in light of President Mutharika's 
extravagant personal spending and his government's 
repressive measures. Demonstrators have promised 
that they will return to the streets if their demands are 
not addressed. Mutharika promises further repressive 
measures if they do so. 



NEWS AND LETTERS COMMITTEES 

Who We Are And What We Stand For 


News and Letters Committees is an 
organization of Marxist-Humanists that 
since its birth has stood for the abolition 
of capitalism, both in its private property 
form as in the U.S., and its state prop- 
erty form, as it has historically appeared 
in state-capitalist regimes calling them- 
selves Communist as in Russia and Chi- 
na. We stand for the development of new 
human relations, what Marx first called 
a new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, 
the year of the Detroit wildcat strikes 
against Automation and the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott against segregation — activi- 
ties which signaled a new movement from 
practice that was itself a form of theory. 
News & Letters was created so that the 
voices of revolt from below could be heard 
unseparated from the articulation of a 
philosophy of liberation. 

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910-1987), 
founder of the body of ideas of Marxist- 
Humanism, became Chairwoman of the 


National Editorial Board and National 
Chairwoman of the Committees from its 
founding to 1987. Charles Denby (1907- 
83), a Black production worker, author 
of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's 
Journal, became editor of the paper from 
1955 to 1983. Dunayevskaya's works, 
Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until 
Today (1958), Philosophy and Revolu- 
tion: From Hegel to Sartre and from 
Marx to Mao (1973), and Rosa Luxem- 
burg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution (1982) spell out 
the philosophic ground of Marx's Hu- 
manism internationally, as American 
Civilization on Trial concretizes it on the 
American scene and shows the two-way 
road between the U.S. and Africa. 

This body of ideas challenges all 
those desiring freedom to transcend the 
limitations of post-Marx Marxism, be- 
ginning with Engels. In light of the crises 
of our nuclearly armed world, it becomes 
imperative not only to reject what is, but 


to reveal and further develop the revolu- 
tionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present. The new visions of the future 
which Dunayevskaya left us in her work 
from the 1940s to the 1980s are rooted in 
her discovery of Marx's Marxism in its 
original form as a new Humanism and 
in her re-creation of that philosophy for 
our age as Marxist-Humanism. This is 
recorded in the documents on microfilm 
and open to all under the title The Raya 
Dunayevskaya Collection — Marxist-Hu- 
manism: A Half-Century of Its World De- 
velopment. 

Dunayevskaya's philosophic com- 
prehension of her creation and develop- 
ment of Marxist-Humanism, especially 
as expressed in her 1980s writings, pres- 
ents the vantage point for re-creating 
her ideas anew. Seeking to grasp that 
vantage point for ourselves and make 
it available to all who struggle for free- 
dom, we have published Dunayevskaya's 
original 1953 philosophic breakthrough 


and her final 1987 Presentation on the 
Dialectics of Organization and Philoso- 
phy in The Philosophic Moment of Marx- 
ist-Humanism (1989), and donated new 
supplementary volumes to the Raya Du- 
nayevskaya Collection. News and Letters 
Committees aims at developing and con- 
cretizing this body of ideas for our time. 

In opposing this capitalistic, racist, 
sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have organized ourselves into a com- 
mittee form of organization rather than 
any elitist party "to lead." We partici- 
pate in all class and freedom struggles, 
nationally and internationally. As our 
Constitution states: "It is our aim... to 
promote the firmest unity among work- 
ers, Blacks and other minorities, women, 
youth and those intellectuals who have 
broken with the ruling bureaucracy of 
both capital and labor.” We do not sepa- 
rate mass activities from the activity of 
thinking. Send for a copy of the Constitu- 
tion of News and Letters Committees. 






WORKSHOPTALKS 


Class enemies in 
union clothing 

by Htun Lin 

The spreading Occupy Wall Street (OWS) move- 
ment has gripped the attention of the country. Some 
signs in these tent cities say "Occupy Everything!" The 
police continue to look for leaders while city leaders try 
to figure out a way to remove the tent cities. 

The California Nurses Association (CNA) declared 
its support for the occupiers with its own slogan, "Tax 
Wall Street, Not Workers." In Oakland, CNA set up a 
health tent for the demonstrators. While the news fo- 
cuses on the occupations, it is important not to forget 
other actions of those expressing discontent from below. 

In the East Bay there was a one-day strike of 
healthcare workers, which included Kaiser HMO as 
well as Summit and Alta-Bates of the Sutter Hospi- 
tal Chain. In all, 29,000 workers from multiple unions 
and various locales were involved in one of the largest 
healthcare strikes ever. (See "Sutter Nurses Strike," p. 
3.) 

This strike occurred just before the OWS move- 
ment took off in Zuccotti Park in Manhattan. We 
healthcare workers of California took to the streets to 
protest the attacks against patients and workers alike. 
At issue was not only healthcare, pension and sick day 
take-aways demanded by the employers, but standard- 
of-care issues for patients. 

Management wanted to impose a gag order against 
nurses who advocate for their patients. The Service 

continued on p. 3 


EDITORIAL 


Failed 
Iraq occupation 


President Obama's announcement on Oct. 20 that 
all troops in Iraq would be "home for the holidays” came 
as a surprise only against the steady leaks from the 
administration, and the Pentagon in particular, of pres- 
sure to maintain a uniformed military presence there. 
By all accounts, the administration had heard demands 
from generals to continue to garrison 18,000 troops — 
nearly half the 40,000 that remain in Iraq — and was 
pressing Iraq’s al-Maliki government to keep 3,000 to 
5,000 troops in place. 

Facing a political consensus among Iraqis — Kurds, 
Shia and Sunni alike — who viewed the U.S. occupation 
of their country as unwelcome, Obama did an about- 
face: "Today, I can report that, as promised, the rest of 
our troops in Iraq will come home by the end of the year." 


PRESSURE AT HOME TO END THE WARS 


It might have been Obama’s second choice, but by 
announcing withdrawal from Iraq he grudgingly ac- 
knowledged the strength of U.S. public opinion against 
war, especially the war in Iraq. There was already a 
national consensus against Bush's invasion of Iraq and 
now polls show more than 70% approval for withdrawal 
from both Iraq and Afghanistan. 

There is enough consensus that, even as the names 
of soldiers killed in Iraq and Afghanistan continued to 
be broadcast weekly, war policy was largely off the table 
in the 2010 Congressional elections and in the run-up 
to 2012. Republicans criticized Obama immediately af- 
ter announcing withdrawal, but in a knee-jerk fashion, 
since he has faithfully continued George W. Bush's in- 
vasion of Iraq for three additional years. 

To the consternation of the people who voted for 

continued on p. 1 1 
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Occupy Wall Street strikes deep 
chord, challenges rulers 


by Gerry Emmett and Susan Van Gelder 

The Occupy Wall Street (OWS) movement, since 
beginning in New York City's Zuccotti Park — renamed 
Liberty Plaza — on Sept. 17, has spread to hundreds of 
cities and towns across the U.S. and linked with the 
occupation movements in Europe. On Oct. 15, Occupy 
demonstrations took place in 951 cities in 82 countries. 

The occupations are open manifestations of long- 
simmering discontent over growing economic inequal- 
ity, no end in sight to Depression-level joblessness, 
looming environmental collapse, and a political sys- 
tem totally hostile 
to the cries from be- 
low. Wall Street be- 
came a symbol of the 
unity of economics 
and politics under 
the domination of a 
small elite. 

Behind the slo- 
gan, "We are the 
99%, " lies the real- 
ity of state-capitalist 
warfare against the 
working class that 
has grown more 
brutal for each new 
generation of young 
people. These slo- 
gans represent a 
widespread, visceral 
rejection of what ex- 
ists — a world of dehumanization and pain. 

The movement strikes a deep chord in a U.S. so- 
ciety that has suffered under capitalism's ongoing cri- 
sis for decades. The brutal police assault on Occupy 
Oakland, Oct. 25, said it all. In a disgusting editorial 
"justifying" the assault, in which Iraq war veteran 
Scott Olsen was critically injured by a police projec- 
tile, The Oakland Tribune pointed out that the move- 
ment's demands were expanding to include justice for 
Oscar Grant (see "Remember Oscar Grant," p. 10) and 
support for the Pelican Bay hunger strikers (see SHU 
prisoners articles, p. 9). 

This is the ruling class's nightmare. In response, 
local governments from Oakland to Atlanta have 
shown themselves hardly different from Tunisian or 
Egyptian autocrats. When challenged by their own 
people, they are informed by no democratic tradition, 
and respect no human rights. 

CREATING A NEW COMMUNITY 

Bay Area revolutionary Ken Knabb caught some- 
thing important about this moment of history in writ- 


ing about Occupy Oakland's response to the police at- 
tacks: "...even under these brutal conditions, the mood 
was not entirely grim.... Somewhat like in the early civil 
rights movement, there is a feeling that the old order is 
now on the defensive and that its ignorant and brutal 
reactions are a reflection of its inability to grasp the 
new community that we and countless others around 
the world are trying to create, and that we are already 
feeling in our hearts." ( "Yesterday in Oakland," Ken 
Knabb, Bureau of Public Secrets, Oct. 26.) 

The extension of OWS to Occupy the Hood, Occupy 
Harlem, Occupy Public Education and support of pris- 
oner strikes — the Georgia 
prison strike, alongside 
Arab Spring, ushered in 
this year when revolu- 
tion returned to the world 
stage — is an electrifying 
development. What began 
as a disproportionately 
white movement, in con- 
trast to the actual popu- 
lation of cities like New 
York and Chicago, has 
become increasingly rep- 
resentative, though it still 
has a ways to go. 

As great as the new 
stage of activism is, the 
many contradictions 
which have arisen in the 
movements in Egypt, Tu- 
nisia and Libya show the need for theory and a full 
philosophy of revolution. The unity of philosophy and 
revolution can mean all the difference in creating a 
long-term, viable movement to humanize this planet, a 
truly epochal new beginning. 

AUTUMN IN NEW YORK 

The spirit of Egypt's Tahrir Square continues to in- 
spire Occupy Wall Street. In New York, the self-organi- 
zation of protesters extends to a tent city with a supply 
of food, daily General Assemblies at which ideas and 
activities are discussed and voted on in an exercise of 
direct democracy, and a newspaper, The Occupied Wall 
Street Journal. In the words of one New York partici- 
pant, Steve: 

"I'm impressed with the self-organization. People 
are taking responsibility. Sixty to 100 stay all night. 
What is crucial is the self-activity, the absence of a hier- 
archy. It will have to become 'sustainable' but in a way 
different from the party-to-lead. There is a diversity of 
views on the problems and the solutions. They are now 

continued on p. 10 



Tar sands pipeline vs. human future 


The battle over the Keystone XL pipeline reveals 
two opposite futures. The push to complete the pipeline, 
which is to carry tar sands oil 1,980 miles from Alberta 
to the Gulf of Mexico, represents capital's drive to keep 
expanding production for production's sake, no matter 
how disastrous it may be to life on earth. The tar sands 
contain an estimated 1.7 trillion barrels of bitumen, 
comparable to the total world reserves of conventional 
oil. Mining the tar sands amounts to stomping on the 
gas pedal of climate change. The pipeline would also 
risk spills over the Ogallala Aquifer, source of drinking 
water for 2 million people and the main source of irriga- 
tion water in the High Plains. 

A second world, however, is fighting for a fu- 
ture conducive to truly human development, for 
the well-being of present and future humanity to 
be the basis for decisions on energy, environment, 
production, transportation and consumption. 

From Aug. 20 to Sept. 3, Keystone opponents held 
sit-ins at the White House with 1,252 arrests, one of the 
biggest civil disobedience events in decades. Participants 
included Indigenous groups from the U.S. and Canada, 
climate scientists, environmentalists, residents of areas 
on the pipeline route. Some were former Obama cam- 
paign staffers, hoping in vain to shame the President 
into meeting his 2008 promise to "end the tyranny of oil. " 

The White House sit-in was one of many actions 


this year against capital's drive to extract every last 
drop of fossil fuel from the ground. More actions are to 
come. Canada saw one of its biggest civil disobedience 
acts in September, with over 200 arrested at Ottawa sit- 
ins protesting the exploitation of Alberta's tar sands. 

That same month, a blockade by women of 
the Blood Nation in Alberta led to the arrest of 
three as they tried to stop fracking (hydraulic 
fracturing) on their people's land. "The actual 
people who live on this land were both ignored 
and lied to," said one of the women, Elle-Maija 
Tailfeathers. "We are about to kill the one thing 
that has given us life since the very beginning." 

Bowing to the tyranny of oil, both the Obama and 
the Bush-Cheney administrations let the energy indus- 
try make the decisions. The pipeline's owner, Trans- 
Canada, picked one of its client companies, Cardno 
Entrix, to write the U.S. State Department's environ- 
mental impact statements, to run its public hearings 
and to collect public comments. TransCanada hired a 
former campaign staffer for Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton, to lobby her State Department. A former lob- 
byist for TransCanada was hired as a top adviser of the 
Obama 2012 campaign. 

The environmental impact statements claimed that 
the pipeline would have "limited adverse environmental 

continued on p. 4 
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To Yemenis 'rape is 

Editor's note: " Woman as Reason" is being turned 
over to Shatha Al-Harazi who has written for News & 
Letters before (see '"Women in Yemen show revolution- 
ary way" May -June 2011). She offered us her important 
column, excerpted here, which was first published in 
Yemen Times. 


by Shatha Al-Harazi 

"I would rather she died than be raped," said Um 
Ahmed Alam angrily. A woman in her fifties, she fears 
the chaos the country will suffer if 
civil war breaks out in Yemen. 

Her fear of sexual harassment 
is bigger than her fear of losing 
any of her four daughters. "Death 

is death, we all will die eventually, but the shame of 
rape is what we cannot handle,” she said sadly. 

Unfortunately, this is a common worry among 
Yemenis. Fear that sexual harassment and rape 
could become a big problem if the state loses con- 
trol and war breaks out is a growing concern for 
Yemeni men and women alike. 

Mothers have begun to exchange advice on how to 
protect their daughters from rape if the country slips 
into civil war. "I would kill my daughter with my bare 
hands if this happened," said Alam's husband, even 
though he acknowledged that the girl would be the vic- 
tim in this situation. 

"At the very least we make sure she [the daughter] 
is covered from top to toe when she sleeps, since the 
shelling usually starts at night," said Alam. 

Nuha Saleem, 23, is a resident of Hail area. She 
told the Yemen Times that her mother wakes up at 
night when she hears explosions and makes her cover 
her body to protect her from rape. 

BE PREPARED AND COVER UP 

Zainab Al-Ahdel, 23, lives in the Al-Hassaba neigh- 
borhood, where the warfare between the Hashid tribal 
confederation and the regime forces has been fierce. 
She described her own — and her mother's — fears and 
thoughts when the area was shelled. 

Al-Ahdel said that she was in her pajamas, a pair 
of trousers and T-shirt, when the sound of explosions 
became closer and more frightening. "I felt the house 
shaking,” she said. Then her mother began shouting at 
her to wear her abayya (a traditional black dress that 
Yemeni women wear while out to cover their bodies). 

"We were scared, we could become victims of the 
random shelling and then become one of the daily 
deaths," said Al-Ahdel. "When our fear reached its 
maximum, my mother began shouting at us to dress in 
our abayya — that was not at all logical for us." 

In Sana'a, the capital of Yemen — where all women 
wear an abayya and scarf to cover their face and body — 
families fear their community's reaction if the shelling 
forced their daughters to escape without being able to 
cover themselves appropriately. 

'1 believe my mother wants us to make it a pri- 
ority to cover our bodies the whole time in case 
we need to escape. But by saying so she makes me 
feel as though I have no value in life other than 
those society gave us," said Reem Ali, a 25-year- 
old from Hail Street. 

She lives in an area where the regime forces have 
been fighting the defected First Armored Division. 
Hail Street it is also at the entrance to Change Square, 
where the anti-government protests and continued 
fighting have been taking place. 

SOCIETY NOT READY TO FORGIVE 

Some girls even do not go to the bathroom during 
shelling. In a heroic way Samah Ahmed bragged to 
friends how she managed not to use the bathroom for 

Palestinian women 

Ramallah, Palestine — The Palestinian Working 
Woman Society for Development (PWWSD) organized 
a political discussion on the UN approach to Palestin- 
ian statehood. Mrs. Amal Khreishe, the general direc- 
tor, facilitated the meeting, which hosted Mr. Bassan 
Essalhi, the secretary of the Palestinian Popular Party, 
and Mr. Hanna Eissa, an expert in international law. 

Khreishe explained that such a political meeting 
is an important means of spreading awareness among 
Palestinians on the UN bid. She asked: What is the Sep- 
tember battle, and what are our demands? What comes 
after addressing the Security Council? Why do we ad- 
dress the international community? What do women 
want from this bid and which kind of state do we seek? 

Dr. Francois Dawoud, the president of the 
PWWSD, spoke about Palestinian aspirations 
and concerns of this approach, pointing out Mah- 
moud Abbas's speech, which emphasized gender 
equality as an important pillar on which to build 
a democratic Palestinian state. She accentuated 
women's important participation in planning the 
national strategies, and their significant role in 
the political life and the decision-making cycle. 


worse than death 1 

five hours while they shelled in Kentucky Roundabout. 

"Whenever I panic I need to pee; it is how I am and 
I cannot help it,” she said. "But during the shelling in 
our area, even though I was scared I might die, I was 
more afraid of going to the bathroom in case a blast hit 
and people saw my body." 

"Society is not ready to forgive females for be- 
ing victims. Families will consider getting rid of their 
daughters, killing them or hiding them from society if 
they are victims of sexual harassment" said Al-Ahdel. 

In the violence in Sana’a in September, two women 
were shot in the legs by snip- 
ers while walking in Hail 
Street. Although hundreds of 
men have also been shot, Ye- 
meni society was particularly 
offended by these shootings. 

"These thugs reached the lowest place you can- 
reach," a female assistant in the field hospital told the 
Yemen Times. "They sniped women — they did not kill 
them but shot them in the legs so their bodies would be 
seen by the men rescuing them or the doctors treating 
them." 

The assistant, a woman over 50, cared more about 
keeping victims' bodies covered than the risk to their 
lives. Unfortunately she symbolizes the mentality of 
our society. 



by Artemis 

Over 300 people packed the Capitol Rotunda in 
Harrisburg, Penn., on Sept. 28 calling for the defeat 
of two bills, one requiring abortion clinics to become 
outpatient surgery clinics and one banning state-run 
health insurance providers from covering abortion. 
Feminist Majority President Eleanor Smeal told the 
crowd, "This (legislation) is not about protecting wom- 
en's health. It is about controlling women's lives." The 
bills would drive the cost of an abortion from $400 to 
over $1,000 and would close most abortion clinics, many 
that provide birth control and screening for cancer and 
STIs, putting this out of reach for even more uninsured 
and poor women. 

* * * 

The Amazing Meeting, an annual conference for 
skeptics held by the James Randi Educational Founda- 
tion based in Virginia, printed a strong policy against 
sexual harassment in its 2011 program and announced 
that over half of its talks will be by women. This is a 
response to "Elevatorgate," in which prominent skeptic, 
Rebecca Watson, was sexually harassed in an elevator 
after giving a speech denouncing the sexual harass- 
ment and unwelcoming atmosphere towards women in 
much of the skeptical movement. Watson continues to 
be persistently harassed on the internet, but she, and 
many female commentators, stated that they now con- 
sider themselves feminists and will work for change in 
the skeptic movement. 

* * * 

In a victory for feminist groups in Afghanistan, 
President Hamid Karzai's Cabinet approved new draft 
regulations allowing battered women’s shelters to re- 
main independent and not come under government 
control. The shelters can receive money from donors 
without government intervention. In February, the 
government proposed to take over the shelters which 
are run by nonprofit women's organizations. The regu- 
lations would have forced a woman seeking shelter to 
appear before a government panel that would decide 
whether to admit her, imprison her, or send her back to 
her abusive family. 

discuss statehood 

Dr. Hanna Eissa explained laws and international 
resolutions issued in regards to the Palestinian cause 
and the Israeli-Palestinian struggle, hinting that 126 
countries are willing to recognize Palestine as an in- 
dependent state in the UN. He touched on future UN 
scenarios. He sees another struggle which requires the 
reunification of all Palestinian fronts and the reconcili- 
ation between the political parties in order to reinforce 
the position of the Palestine Liberation Organization 
and the cause it represents: the achievement of free- 
dom, the right of return, and the independence of a Pal- 
estinian state with Jerusalem as its capital. 

Bassam Essalhi claimed that the demand for UN 
recognition of Palestinian statehood will reinforce the 
Palestinian position, and end a phase of U.S. hegemony 
over the peace process, through bringing it back into the 
UN. He explained recognition of statehood at the UN 
will change the status of the occupied Palestinian ter- 
ritories to the occupied country of Palestine. Therefore, 
there will be a need to redefine the Israeli-Palestinian 
struggle, addressing the new developments, changing 
the rules of the negotiations to revolve around ending 
the occupation and not the borders. 

—PWWSD 


Radium girls honored 

Ottawa, III. — Madeline Piller became interested in 
the Radium Girls of Ottawa, Illinois, in 2006 when she 
was 12, for 
her class 
project. 

She talked 
to Ottawa 
leaders 
and helped 
raise money 
for a per- 
manent me- 
morial ded- 
icated on 
Labor Day, 
which now 
sits on the 
site of the 
Luminous 
Processes 
Factory 
where the 
girls had 
worked. 

Madeline's dad, Bill Piller, a Mendota sculptor, designed 
the statue, a life size figure dressed in the fashion of the 
day, 1920-1930. The paint brushes in her left hand were 
used by the women on their jobs and are what poisoned 
them, and the tulip in her right hand represents re- 
birth. The figure stands on a clock as the girls painted 
radium-infused paint on the face and hands of clocks, 
which is what caused them to become sick. They were 
known at the time of the trial against the company as 
"The Society of the Living Dead. " 

Even though it was known in 1925 that radium was 
harmful, the workers painted glow-in-the-dark dials on 
the clocks. To get a good brush stroke, they placed the 
brushes in their mouths to make a point on the end. 

The workers were dying and were lied to by the 
doctors. Lawyer Leonard Grossman Sr. represented 
seven of the women in 1934 when the truth came out. 
Their case went all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court, 
and the workers finally won a modest settlement. 

The case affected U.S. labor law, workers compen- 
sation, and the creation of radiation safety standards. 
However, with the Depression, these workers were 
blamed for job losses and the topic became taboo. 

Radium was found in the soil and groundwater 
around the plant. Clean-up, begun by the U. S. Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency in the 1980s, is still un- 
derway. 

Survivors joined the hundreds who attended the 
ceremony including Rose Baima, Pauline "Toots" Fuller 
and June Menne. Family members of those who died 
attended, as did the son of the lawyer who represented 
the girls in their lawsuit. 

The ceremony was hosted by Laborers' Local 393 
of Marseilles. Many of their members volunteered and 
worked with city workers to help put the memorial site 
area in shape with landscaping and a fountain. During 
the ceremony white carnations were handed out and 
some were placed at the foot of the statue. 

— Sue 

I Wangari Maathai I 

"By planting trees, my colleagues in this grass- 
roots movement and 1 planted ideas. The ideas, like the 
trees, grew. " — Wangari Maathai ( 1940-2011) 

Dr. Wangari Maathai never forgot the power of 
ideas or individuals in grassroots movements. In her 
memoir, Unbowed, she wrote, "A tree... tells us that in 
order to aspire we need to be grounded... a reminder to 
all who have had success that we cannot forget where 
we came from... our power and strength and our ability 
to reach our goals depend on the people, those whose 
work remains unseen, who are the soil out of which we 
grow, the shoulders on which we stand" (p.293). 

Born in rural Kenya, Maathai became the first 
woman in Central and East Africa to earn a PhD. A 
few years later she learned that malnutrition had es- 
calated in her home region, one of Kenya's most fertile. 
Because so much land had been deforested to grow cash 
crops, coffee and tea, children were fed white bread and 
white rice. The scarcity of firewood had made the cost 
of cooking traditional nutritious foods prohibitive. She 
founded the Green Belt Movement in 1977, a program 
to pay rural women to plant trees. Despite setbacks, 
including strong opposition from Kenya's government, 
over 30 million trees have been planted. 

Maathai's own words honor and perpetuate her 
legacy: "The rural women of Kenya ... have been key 
to the success of the Green Belt Movement... women 
have become aware that planting trees or fighting to 
save forests from being chopped down is part of a larger 
mission to create a society that respects democracy, de- 
cency, adherence to the rule of law, human rights, and 
the rights of women. ...I also have a lot of hope in youth. 
Their minds do not have to be held back by old thinking 
about the environment... We are called to do the best 
we can!" — Susan Van Gelder 


WOMANS REASON 
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UAW and Big 3 still fear rank and file 


Detroit — The new auto industry contract just ap- 
proved by the autoworkers created a huge well of dis- 
content among the rank and file that will surely mani- 
fest itself in many ways during the four-year contract. 
Indications of this were evident during the ratification 
process, when it became apparent in the early voting 
at GM, Ford and Chrysler that many local unions, and 
some large ones, were voting to reject the contract. 

In the national contracts, wages for second-tier 
workers will rise $4 an hour over four years, but vet- 
eran workers will now go 13 years without a wage in- 
crease. Their signing bonuses — $6,000 at Ford, $5,000 
at GM and $3,500 at Chrysler — will save the companies 
millions, since many benefits are tied to wages. Fear of 
defeat of the contract resulted in an immediate mobili- 
zation, by the corporations, the media and, most impor- 
tantly, the United Auto Workers (UAW) bureaucracy. 

They launched an all-out propaganda offensive 
against the rank and file, emphasizing the "great” gains 
made in the contract. While the workers rejected the 
appeals from the companies and the media, the UAW 
bureaucracy sent out representatives to local unions, 
and also used social networks like Twitter and Face- 
book, to convince the workers to approve the contract. 

In addition to lauding the gains made in the con- 
tract, the union warned that failure to approve the 
contract at GM and Chrysler would lead to arbitration, 
since the workers could not strike these two companies 
under the terms of the bankruptcy proceedings. This 
meant that everything negotiated would be off the table 
and negotiations would start from scratch. 

Another element that weighed heavily on workers 
was the current dismal economy that has resulted in 
more than 9% national unemployment and dim pros- 
pects of finding a job that everyone knows. Even with 
this situation, there was great fear that Ford workers 
would reject the contract. They could strike Ford since 
it did not have to go into bankruptcy and was not bound 
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by the arbitration restriction at GM and Chrysler. 

At Ford, there was a serious question about con- 
tract rejection until the end of the voting — which was 
at Ford Local 600, the largest Ford local in the country 
near Detroit with 6,000 members and a long history 
of opposition to the UAW bureaucracy. This local vote 
sealed the contract's approval at Ford. 

The approval of the national contract does not nec- 
essarily mean peace in the industry. There is still the 
matter of local contracts with management, which have 
often been the source of wildcat strikes. It is the local 
contracts that deal with grievances involving everyday 
working conditions in the shops. These grievances can 
be more important to rank-and-file workers than wages. 

Many wildcat strikes over local contracts have oc- 
curred. With the reservoir of resentment among the 
workers over the national contract, which is huge, this 
anger may well express itself in local contract strikes. 

The majority of skilled workers at Chrysler reject- 
ed the contract, but UAW President Bob King declared 
the contract ratified since a majority of Chrysler work- 
ers, both production and skilled, had voted approval. 
Angry reactions from the workers indicated that King's 
declaration of approval might be challenged. When 
auto executives and the media praise the contracts, the 
workers got the worst of the deal. — Andy Phillips 


Sutter nurses strike 
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Employees (SEIU) opposed the strike, even repeating 
Kaiser's unlawful threat to discipline employees, in- 
cluding termination, if they honored the picket line. 

One of CNA's flyers declared: "Kaiser — Stop Acting 
like Wall Street, Side with Main Street." The National 
Union of Healthcare Workers (NUHW) and CNA flyers 
detailed the multi-million dollar bonuses and salaries 
Kaiser executives lavish on themselves, while they de- 
mand cutbacks from workers and patients, all in the 
name of cost control. We union workers are offered 
performance bonuses as an incentive for us to get with 
their program to restrict care. 

Last October, in an historic California statewide 
Kaiser election, both Kaiser management and SEIU 
threatened to take away our performance bonuses if 
workers voted out SEIU in favor of NUHW. (See "Unions 
battle, workers suffer,” Sept. -Oct. 2010 N&L.) This Sep- 
tember, an NLRB judge ruled that SEIU's campaign 
of disinformation and fear was so pervasive that she 
threw out the election results. 

SEIU CREATES FEAR AND INTIMIDATION 

The NLRB judge said, "SEIU's tactics created a cli- 
mate of misplaced fear and intimidation... Kaiser unlaw- 
fully withheld benefits of NUHW members after NUHW 
won three elections in Southern California. SEIU then 
turned the employer's illegal actions into threats." 

The judge argued that the "robocalls and flyers 
were menacing reminders that Kaiser not only could 
but already had unilaterally withheld benefits when 
other employees had chosen to be represented by 
NUHW." A San Jose Mercury opinion column rightly 
called this "election fraud and union corruption," which 
"puts at risk the integrity of the labor movement, and 
confidence in union governance." 

Union workers at Kaiser lost confidence in their 
unions long ago. We workers realized that Kaiser man- 
agement preferred SEIU so much during the election 
that it was willing to do anything, even break the law, 
in order to get their partner re-elected. 

LET'S RE-OCCUPY OUR OWN LABOR 

We workers have known what the NUHW officials 
are only now coming around to articulate and what media 
pundits have yet to realize: that Kaiser and SEIU are in 
partnership with each other, not with us. They promote 
the corporate interests of the two partners: Kaiser's rev- 
enue flow, and SEIU's union dues flow. The corrupt be- 
havior of Kaiser and SEIU during the election was not an 
aberration, but only revealed who they really are. 

Beyond occupying Wall Street, what is at stake is 
our own relationships with each other and our own la- 
bor. It is high time we "re-occupy” our own labor, not 
just with our bodies, but with our minds. Everything 
else then will follow: from the labor movement to union 
democracy to healthcare to economic justice. Only 
when we re-occupy our own concrete laboring activity 
can we "Occupy Everything!" 


Oakland, Calif. — Sutter Healthcare nurses were joined by sympathizing 
Kaiser nurses for a rally outside Summit Medical Center on Sept. 22. Sut- 
ter nurses called the one-day strike because of proposed cuts In patient 
staffing, sick pay and other benefits. The Summit administration argued 
that employee illness/injury is not necessarily work-related and there- 
fore does not warrant as much recompense. One speaker noted that It is 
the first time she had ever heard that argument but was not surprised it 
was used against a woman-dominated workforce. Some strikers wore 
T-shirts reading, "Save one life and you're a hero. Save a hundred lives 
and you're a nurse." 


V am Troy Davis' 

The State of Georgia murdered Troy Davis at 11:08 
p.m., Sept. 21. His execution was carried out in the face 
of world outrage — large demonstrations throughout the 
U.S. and Europe, which called attention to the wealth 
of evidence casting doubt upon Davis’ guilt in the shoot- 
ing death of a white police officer in 1989. 

Seven of the nine trial witnesses against Davis 
recanted their testimony, five of them saying it was 
coerced by law enforcement at the time. There was no 
physical evidence connecting him to the shooting. As 
his attorney said, "This night the state of Georgia legal- 
ly lynched a brave, a good and indeed an innocent man." 

The invocation of lynching is accurate. Georgia pio- 
neered the disgusting "three strikes” laws of today with 
its statute from the 1700s which said that any slave 
convicted a third time of striking a white person would 
be put to death. Before the Civil War, simply publish- 
ing a paper like News & Letters in Georgia, advocating 
the uprising of the oppressed, would also have been a 
capital offense. In 1972, it was the Furman v. Georgia 
case demonstrating the racist application of the death 
penalty which led to its brief prohibition in the U.S. 

Troy Davis' execution was part of a long history of 
racist injustice. The modern history of the death pen- 
alty is also a measure of the racist wrong turn this 
country took in the 1970s. Again, Georgia provides the 
illustration in the case of Warren McClesky, who was 
executed in 1991. 

His lawyer argued that institutionalized racism 
made a Black defendant more likely to receive a death 
sentence than a white — which is supported by all sta- 
tistics. But the Supreme Court held that McClesky 
would have to prove that only his individual rights were 
violated, the absurdity of which was pointed out by Jus- 
tice William Brennan in his dissenting opinion. 

It was a defense of institutional racism that has 
been used to deal with capitalism's intractable prob- 
lems in this period, the criminalizing of poverty and 
the warehousing of millions in the criminal injustice 
system. The aggressive presence of riot police Sept. 21 
to intimidate the peaceful demonstration outside the 
Georgia Diagnostic and Classification Prison where ex- 
ecutions are carried out shows that the State means to 
continue down this totalitarian path. — Abolitionist 


Chicago city workers 
defy new thug mayor 

Chicago — Mayor Rahm Emanuel has made no se- 
cret of his contempt for City workers and his desire to 
weaken their unions. His attitude was perfectly cap- 
tured in early September when he screamed "F — k you, 
Lewis!" at Chicago Teachers Union (CTU) President 
Karen Lewis during a meeting in his office. 

Since then Emanuel and his public school hench- 
man Jean-Claude Brizard have gone out of their way 
to undermine the CTU. They tried to coerce individu- 
al schools to break with Union rules by agreeing to a 
90-minute extension of the school day without Union 
approval. 

They've done this with vague promises of raises 
and extra funding that will likely never be seen. This 
shell game has now been blocked by the Illinois Educa- 
tional Labor Relations Board. 

Legislation has already been passed to bring in 
a longer school day in 2013, so these maneuvers are 
strictly designed to undercut the City's public work- 
ers unions. The Mayor is indicating that he will pull 
similar power grabs on the Chicago Transit Workers 
Union as his public bullying campaign begins against 
bus drivers and mechanics in what promises to be a 
never-ending series of cutbacks. 

When Emanuel screamed at Lewis, she still ended 
the meeting by hugging him because she is a warm, 
decent human being. But it would have been preferable 
had she cut the meeting short and walked out, and the 
entire Chicago labor leadership demanded an apology 
before any discussions were held with the Mayor. 

If he can’t hold himself to the level of civility that 
would be expected from any public school student or 
teacher, then he needs to be disciplined. 

— Teachers supporter 

Farmworker solidarity 

New York City — Three young members of the Com- 
munity/Farmworker Alliance (NYC), a local coalition 
organized in solidarity with the Coalition of Immokalee 
Workers (CIW), spoke at Bluestockings Bookstore here 
on Oct. 14. They discussed the Campaign for Fair Food. 

Fair Food activists are urging Trader Joe’s to en- 
sure their tomatoes are picked by workers who earn a 
decent wage and work in humane conditions. Trader 
Joe’s refusal to sign such an agreement disgusted cus- 
tomers nationwide. Many criticize Trader Joe’s usage 
of the "Wal-Mart Model" of low prices and low wages. 

Lupe said 90% of tomatoes from September to 
April are grown in Immokalee, Fla. Workers earn 45-50 
cents per 32-lb. bucket; annual wages average $10,000. 
There is widespread sexual harassment, no breaks, 
wage theft, locking workers into trucks. Our ultimate 
goal is to inspire other workers to organize and get cor- 
porations to be more responsible, she said. 

Audrey explained their strategy is to target corpo- 
rations at the top of the food chain; work on college cam- 
puses with allies like Dine With Dignity, which seeks 
compliance from food-service vendors like Aramark, 
Sodexo and Marriott, and make the invisible visible. 

Loren stated one of their approaches was "Brand 
Busting" — to deconstruct corporate marketing. "We use 
’Traitor Joe’s’ against Trader Joe’s, and ’Tell Publix to 
do the right thing,’ because their CEO has said, Don’t 
let profit get in the way of doing the right thing.’” 

To support these struggles, visit www.ciw-online. 
org or www.cfa-nyc.org or call: 239-657-8311. 

— Marxist-Humanist supporter 
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FROM THE WRITINGS OF 

RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA 


Editor's note: As the world experiences a new 
stage of revolt — from the Arab Spring to Wall Street — 
and seeks ways to make it a revolutionary new be- 
ginning, we present excerpts of Raya Dunayevskaya's 
Perspectives Report to the 1977 national gathering of 
News and Letters Committees. Originally titled, "IT'S 
LATER, ALWAYS LATER — except when spontaneity 
upsurges and you realize it is here and now, and you 
aren't there and ready," the full report can be found 
in the Raya Dunayevskaya Collection #5726-5748. 

Introduction: Facing reality on the question of 
the difference between totally new beginnings, 
and a new stage 

Today, our task is overwhelming. We need to work 
out what to do to uproot this imperialist-capitalist, ex- 
ploitative, racist, sexist, degenerate system with its de- 
humanized thinking that declares the latest, most mon- 
strous ever mass killer — the neutron bomb — "humane" 
since it leaves property intact and kills only people! 

More than a mere refusal to think the unthink- 
able — nuclear war — is needed for this staggering mass 
job when you have as few as are in this room. And yet 
the very totality of the task demands each be a whole — 
mind as well as body, heart as well as grit; in a word, 
Reason as well as force, that is to say, philosophy and 
revolution. At the same time, we need to know where 
we came from — not genealogy, but history; and where 
we are going to — perspectives of totally new human re- 
lations. 

In turning to this most concrete year and the one 
ahead, we need, therefore, to hold before us, at one and 
the same time, the past 25 years in a time when the new 
epoch of revolts first started in East Germany on June 
17, 1953, and then go forward 25 years from today, not 
because we believe in prophecy which Hegel had, some 
200 years ago, designated as the "arbitrary caprice of 
prophetic utterance," but because the year 2000 is what 
Mao's China (as well as post-Mao China) had, ever 
since 1975, designated as the year China will be "fully 
modernized," i.e., become a goliath industrial nation. 

NOW, WHETHER YOU TURN the clock back 
a whole quarter of a century to East Germany, when 
the first revolt from under totalitarian Communism 
erupted, or go back only a decade to Paris, May 1968, 
when the Western proletariat which had been "written 
off appeared a million-strong with the students and 
created that high-point of the 1960s revolts; whether 
you consider Soweto, South Africa, now, or go back to 
the Johannesburg demonstration in 1960, when I en- 
titled my description of that great event as "Revolution 
and Counter-Revolution in South Africa" because "In 
a society where revolt walks always in the shadow of 
massacre. ..change and revolution have become finally 
inseparable” ( Africa South) 1 — the whole point is that 
not all great events which mark new stages of revolt 
are also epochal new beginnings, initiating an historic 
new in thought as well as in fact, and cannot be driven 
out of history even when defeated. 

Thus, whereas East Germany not only achieved 
the first revolt from under totalitarian Communism, 
but also raised the question of the Humanism of Marx- 
ism for our age, Paris, May 1968 (which certainly was 
a dramatic high-point as a near-revolution), did not 
initiate a new epoch in thought. Rather, it ended the 
epoch of the 1960s, which held that activity, and more 
activity, and still more activity, will bring about the 
new society without any need for "old theory." 

The 1956 Hungarian Revolution of those East Eu- 
ropean Revolts took place as Marxism and Freedom, 
from 1776 until Today went to press. I immediately in- 
cluded those revolts as well as the Vorkuta uprising in 
Russia itself and the Montgomery Bus Boycott as the 
three new pages of freedom. (For that matter, we had 
turned our eyes to East Europe, specifically Poland, [in 
the great ghetto uprising of 1943 and] when Stalin's 
army stood outside the gates of Warsaw and let [the 
1944] uprising be slaughtered by the Nazis. It is then 
that we began talking about the beginning of the end 
of Russian totalitarian Communism, and the rise of a 
new generation of revolutionaries to overthrow it.) 

THE 1960S SIGNALED THE BIRTH of a new 
generation of revolutionaries on every subject, from 
anti-Vietnam War to Women's Liberation, with the 
Black Dimension making it global both in Africa and 
in the U.S. Nevertheless, once the near-revolution in 
Paris 1968 aborted, it became necessary to draw a bal- 
ance sheet between what were truly new, epochal be- 
ginnings, and what were only new stages of revolt. 

The very fact that we had to declare that "1969 
is not 1968" meant that not only had near-revolutions 

1. The quotation is from Ronald M. Segal writing in the jour- 
nal Africa South. "Revolution and Counter-Revolution in 
South Africa" was reprinted in Women 's Liberation and the 
Dialectics of Revolution. See also "Soweto — New Stage of 
Revolt," by John Alan, May 1977 N&L. For Dunayevskaya's 
assessment of the near-revolution in France, May 1968, see 
Philosophy and Revolution, pp. 273-75. 
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sans philosophy proven their incompleteness, but that 
responsibility for unfurling the new banner was ours. 
The wait for co-authorship of the fusion of philosophy 
and revolution in all the places — from West Europe to 
Hong Kong, and from Africa to Japan — was over. 

WE HAD TO TAKE revolutionary responsibility 
for picking up the link with Lenin's philosophic reorga- 
nization and height of both activity and theoretic pro- 
duction in 1915-24 that we pointed to in Marxism and 
Freedom. We had to get down to this place, this time, 
this world, this era, singling out the new not only from 
the movement from practice (as we had done ever since 
1953) but also the development from theory to the phi- 
losophy of revolution. 

The date of publication of Philosophy and Revolu- 
tion: From Hegel to Sartre and from Marx to Mao, 1973 
(which coincided with a new global economic crisis), 
has led to the internationalization of its publication 
this year in Spanish, in Italian, in German, in Portu- 
guese, and in Japanese. By no accident at all this in- 
ternationalization also led to the update with the chap- 
ter on post-Mao China which marks also new relations 
with the "ultra-Left" in China itself, that is to say with 
the very group — about the only one — we thought could 
be the co-author, which made us include its manifesto 
Whither China ? in Philosophy and Revolution. Since, 
however, as American revolutionaries, we are most in- 
tensely concerned with the American revolution, and 
since this is the mammoth global imperialism (so that 
its crises suck in the whole world), we will begin with 
the objective situation here. 

A. U.S. imperialism-capitalism in the throes of 
many crises: economic, political, labor, racial, 
sexist 

So total is the crisis that even the labor bureau- 
cracy, even petty-bourgeois consumer groups, even 
the Americans for Democratic Action, not to mention 
churches grouped under the name of National Full Em- 
ployment Action Council, have felt compelled to plan for 
a whole week of meetings, rallies, demonstrations, in 
300 communities, from Detroit to Newark, from Boston 
to Milwaukee, from Atlanta to San Diego, and, oh yes, 
including the State of Ohio that never gives up trying 
to erase its pro-Vietnam War stand and anti-American 
youth murderous activities from May 1970 to this very 
day, trying to bury the whole historic revolution under 
the counter-revolutionary euphemism — a gym! 2 

The fact that the Employment Action Council still 
thinks that they could prevail upon the government to 
recognize, as Irving Bluestone 3 expressed it, that since 
"persistently high unemployment plagues our country, 
a Government policy of full employment is essential for 
our national well-being," is their illusion, not ours. 

WHAT IS IMPORTANT IS THAT because the 
masses aren't taking high unemployment lying down, 
the leaders must at least look [as if they are] initiating 
a movement in opposition to the Carter administration. 

From the beginning of the year when we asked 
"Is A New World Recession Coming?" (Jan. -Feb. 1977 
N&L) and argued against Ernest Mandel’s analysis 4 
that "there can be no doubt that the generalized reces- 
sion came to an end in 1975" (Intercontinental Press 11- 
24-76), we stressed the fact that not only is this the fifth 
and worst of the post-War recessions, but, far from its 
end being generalized, what is "generalized" is its non- 
ending stagnation. 

We held that no bourgeois phraseology, like "pre- 
mature cyclical downturn," could possibly hide the 
fact of the fully new stage of capitalist disintegration. 
That is so all-pervasive that, even when the production 
"grows,” it just keeps pace with population growth; the 
investment drought is so deep that capitalists them- 
selves, despite the high "mass" profits, have begun wor- 
rying over Marx's analysis of the decline in the rate of 
profit as the true Achilles heel of capitalist production. 

ALONG WITH THIS ACHILLES HEEL is the 
one that will really bring down capitalism — labor, es- 
pecially the massively unemployed that by now have 
become a permanent feature of capitalism.... 

In the Draft Perspectives we showed that there 
has actually been a fundamental structural transfor- 
mation of the U.S. economy. First, the longest period 
of stagnation since the late 1950s demonstrates these 
hard facts: (1) slower growth; (2) lower investments; (3) 
higher unemployment; and (4) hard-core inflation of 6% 
as against the 1-2% inflation characteristic of most of 
the 1960s.... 

Secondly, and inseparable from that pivotal "in- 
vestment drought” even when there is some growth, is 
the rise in energy cost which means that, along with 
the rising cost of automated equipment, too much val- 
ue is invested, compared to labor productivity, when so 
little living labor is being used in production. 

Government statistics show good cause for those 

2. On May 4, 1970, four students protesting the Vietnam War 
were killed at Kent State University by the Ohio National 
Guard. When the University announced plans to build a 
gym annex on the site, students and others who viewed it as 
a cover-up of that history began years-long protests. 

3. Bluestone was a vice president of the United Auto Workers. 

4. Mandel was a Trotskyist economist. See Dunayevskaya's 
critique of him in Marx's Capital and Today's Global Crisis. 
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capitalistic headaches: the biggest increase in poverty 
since 1959 occurred in 1975 and has persisted — no less 
than a rise of 10% in the number of the poor, totaling 
now 25.9 million below poverty level. That means no 
less than 12% of all Americans — and the government 
"poverty level" is $5,500 annually for a family of four! 

Thirdly, they, on the one hand, keep complaining 
about the workers', especially the young workers', at- 
titude to labor — "the blue collar blues" — and, on the 
other hand, admit that, with a massive 34.1% youth un- 
employment, the very survival of the capitalist system 
is in question.... 

What caused the double-digit inflation — the Viet- 
nam War — remains with us in the form of the ever- 
expanding armaments expenditures which continue 
along with the decline in the rate of profit. When all is 
said and done, profits can come only from living labor, 
not from dead bodies. . . . 

Raya Dunayevskaya 
Detroit, Mich., Sept. 3, 1977 


Tar sands battle 



Top, part of the Occupy State Department action, Oct. 7. Bottom, Tar 
Sands Students, a group of high school students, rallying Oct. 7. 


continued from p. 1 

impacts.” In reality no study has been done to deter- 
mine what effects the tar sands oil has on pipelines. 

The oil is more acidic and corrosive than standard 
oil, and contains quartz sand. Pumped at high pres- 
sure, it can sandblast pipes from within. 

HIGH PRESSURE, HIGH RISK 

Leaked emails revealed that TransCanada had 
withdrawn a request to use higher pressure than al- 
lowed by regulations, in order to sneak the waiver re- 
quest in after the State Department issues a permit. 

Moreover, regulation of hazardous-liquid pipelines 
is practically nonexistent. Accidents are mounting, such 
as the gas pipeline explosion that killed eight people in 
San Bruno, Calif., last year, and the spill of one million 
gallons of tar sands crude into the Kalamazoo River in 
July 2010. The first phase of the Keystone project has 
leaked 14 times since it began operating in June 2010. 

Similarly, the Canadian government has effective- 
ly abandoned oversight of tar sands operations, accord- 
ing to the Royal Society of Canada. Both the federal and 
provincial governments act primarily as boosters of the 
tar sands, prompting Canada to abandon its Kyoto com- 
mitment to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

It takes three times as much energy to extract and 
refine tar sands oil as conventional oil. Hence the utter 
irrationality of bringing in massive amounts of natural 
gas to burn just to extract oil — a perfect symbol of pro- 
duction for production's sake. 

SUICIDE FOR PRODUCTION'S SAKE 

The irrationality of capitalism is brought into stark 
relief by the contradiction between the growing toll tak- 
en by climate change and official estimates that oil, coal 
and gas use will continue to increase every year. 

Alberta's energy minister is already calling for two 
more pipelines comparable to Keystone XL. One would 
cross the Rockies to the Pacific to be sent to Asia, and 
is being fought by First Nations along the route in Brit- 
ish Columbia, who have declared that they will not al- 
low tar sands oil to pass through their land and waters. 
That is being built by Enbridge, the polluter of the Ka- 
lamazoo River. Further south, a new marine terminal 
is planned in Bellingham, Wash., to export coal to Asia. 
That too is being fought by both local residents and the 
national movement to halt climate change. 

What is needed is a transformation so deep as to 
replace capitalism’s never-ending appetite for fossil fu- 
els with a totally different social direction determined 
by human self-development. That is the basis of the two 
worlds clashing today. — Franklin Dmitryev 


http://www.flickr.com/photos/tarsandsaction 
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AS OTHERS SEE US 


The masses as Reason 


This review by Abe Cabrera is excerpted from a 
Sept. 20, 2011, post on his blog, The Rose in the Cross: 
http: 1 1 elblogdelpelon. wordpress. com / 2011 / 09 / 20 / 
the-masses-as-reason / 

Raya Dunayevskaya's book, Marxism and Free- 
dom: From 1776 Until Today, is the founding document 
of a small political movement, Marxist-Humanism. 
Opposed equally to the tyranny of "ordinary” capital- 
ism and its counterpart in the Soviet Union, China, 
and other Stalinist states, Marxist-Humanism states 
that the Hegelian struggle for freedom is primary in 
the movements of the masses against oppression. Set 
against the backdrop of the Hungarian Revolution in 
1956 as well as the Civil Rights Movement in the U.S., 
this book was Dunayevskaya’s call for the masses to 
arm themselves with philosophy and for intellectuals 
to genuinely engage in contemplation of the struggles 
unfolding all around them. I believe her thought is very 
relevant today in addressing the political tasks of pro- 
gressive people faced with the current economic crisis. 
THE AGE OF REVOLUTIONS 

The structure of Dunayevskaya's Marxism and 
Freedom is chronological, yet covers historical, eco- 
nomic, and philosophical trends with much depth and 
acumen. It begins in 1776 with the age of revolutions, 
which for Dunayevskaya culminated in the birth of the 
Hegelian dialectic as the "algebra" of revolution and 
history. From there she tackles the thought and de- 
velopment of Karl Marx, and shows how his thought 
evolved as a response to the various flashpoints of the 
class struggle that took place in his lifetime: 1848, the 
American Civil War, the Paris Commune, and so on. 

The book shows Marx to be a follower of Hegel, 
though eager to correct his mystical distortions. A 
lack of appreciation of the dialectical heart of Marx- 
ism plagued the revolutionary movement even during 
its apex in Germany and the rest of Europe before the 
First World War. According to Dunayevskaya, it was 
only Lenin after the collapse of German Social Democ- 
racy in the Great War who returned to the dialectic in 
his study of Hegel’s Science of Logic. It is to this that 
Dunayevskaya attributes Lenin’s success in leading the 
1917 Revolution. This lack of appreciation for the dia- 
lectic made Stalinist counterrevolution inevitable. 
DIALECTICS IN HEGEL AND DUNAYEVSKAYA 

Here we must pause to summarize what the dialec- 
tic is for Dunayevskaya. For her, Hegel's turgid tomes 
contain the revolutions of real people struggling for 
freedom. The dialectic is the theoretical distillation 
of the masses in motion. As she says in one of the key 
passages: "The masses, to Lenin, were not a 'means' to 
reach an 'end': socialism. Their self-activity is social- 
ism." (Author's emphasis.) There can thus be no lib- 
eration or betterment of the conditions of humanity 
without the free actions of human beings. No system, 
no party, no god, and no ideology can free humanity 
without human beings in control, and direct control, of 
it. The Hegelian dialectic, even in its most abstract, is 
nothing more than humanity's struggle for freedom, a 
tarrying with the negative to achieve Absolute Knowl- 
edge, or rather, liberation, in which the free development 
of each is the condition of the free development of all. 

As Dunayevskaya explains: "That 'individualistic' 
element is the soul of Marxism. That is why from the 
start Marx warned, 'We must above all avoid setting 
up "the society" as an abstraction opposed to the indi- 
vidual. The individual is the social entity.' [Marx] was 
always watching what he called the 'spontaneous class 


organizations of the proletariat.' With these he aligned 
himself. . . .The point here that needs stressing, in the de- 
velopment of Marx himself, is that with Marx we touch 
a new intellectual dimension — an intellectual whose 
whole intellectual, social, political activity and creativ- 
ity become the expression of precise social forces.” 

In proclaiming a new "Marxist-Humanism," Du- 
nayevskaya was not being redundant or flippant in 
the face of other self-proclaimed Marxists, or what she 
would later denominate, "post-Marx Marxists" start- 
ing with Engels himself. In many of these alternative 
versions from Engels, and Kautsky's Social Democracy, 
to Stalin and Mao, the actual agent of revolution was 
something other than the masses: the vanguard Party, 
the "workers' party,” the People's Army, economic devel- 
opment, the "socialist" Motherland, and so on. Much of 
the book is devoted to how these leaders would openly 
distort Marxism in order to usurp the power of people 
to govern themselves. What often resulted was not "so- 
cialism" but merely state-capitalism as a higher stage 
of exploitation, and even outright regression as in the 
case of Mao's failed economic experiments. Marxism's 
humanist side is thus not optional; neglect of it leads 
to the gulags, genocides, show trials, and mass famines 
that gave socialism a bad name in the 20th century. 

Dunayevskaya recounts how workers' struggle 
against automation in the early 1950s gave birth to 
her own small movement. Both in the coal mines and 
on the automotive manufacturing lines, she found that 
workers were not merely demanding changes in their 
material conditions of work, but were asking questions 
concerning the nature of work itself. Similarly, Black 
people in the South fighting against Jim Crow were 
not only lighting for bourgeois "civil rights," but pos- 
ing questions as to what it means to be a human being 
under capitalism. For Dunayevskaya, these were not 
only questions of concrete demands, but philosophical 
questions — philosophy in the fullest sense of the word. 
THE NEW SOCIETY A HUMAN ENDEAVOR 

As Dunayevskaya puts it: " What they all forget is 
that a new society is the human endeavor, or it is noth- 
ing. It cannot be brought in behind the backs of the peo- 
ple, neither by the 'vanguard' nor by the 'scientific indi- 
viduals.' The working people will build it, or it will not 
be built. There is a crying need for a new unity of theory 
and practice which begins with where the working peo- 
ple are — their thoughts, their struggles, their aspira- 
tions." (Author's emphasis.) 

As we have continued to pass through the baptism 
by fire that history has given us since the writing of 
this book, we can ask, "What went wrong?" Why did 
the masses not continue to rise up against Stalinism 
to create an authentic socialism? Why did the workers 
not overthrow capitalism in the West? The issue has 
never been one of self-proclaimed Marxists convincing 
the masses of what they should do, since they always do 
this badly. The issue is the masses realizing that they 
must be agents who will determine humanity's fate. 

I should reiterate that capitalism does not solve 
problems, but defers them or moves them around. Our 
current economic crisis is an urgent case in point. When 
speaking of crises in Social Security, entitlements, job 
creation, the national debt, and so on, especially from 
the U.S. right-wing, the issue is no longer cutting this 
or that government program or spending bill, it is what 
sort of society we want to live in. Similarly, in Greece, 
when they are facing austerity demanded by their in- 
ternational creditors, the issue is one of democracy and 
national sovereignty: will they let their country fall un- 
der the dictatorship of international finance capital? 
When Chinese factories put up nets to prevent workers 
from committing suicide when they can't endure work- 
ing conditions, we are no longer dealing with "quality of 
life" issues on the vulgar materialist level. Perhaps be- 
fore, with the relative prosperity of imperialist nations, 
we could hide it, but increasingly this will no longer be 
the case. What we need is a new humanism; either hu- 
man society will be more just, or it will not be. As the 
old shibboleth goes, "Socialism or barbarism". 

NEED FOR NEW HUMAN SOCIETY 

I think that Dunayevskaya's thought, in spite of its 
prose filled with lacunae and self-referencing jargon, 
is a valuable tool. People need to start disassociating 
Marxism from its totalitarian distortions, and begin to 
see it as the inheritor of the unadulterated values of 
the revolutionary Enlightenment: liberty, equality, and 
fraternity. The masses need to see in Marxism again 
the culmination of the long struggle of humankind for 
Freedom as shown in such works as Hegel’s Philosophy 
of History and the Phenomenology of Spirit. This is a 
long process that has had many starts and stops along 
the way, but the idea that all are free and must choose 
their own fate is the only one by which humanity can 
prosper and survive. It is the only idea that satisfies the 
insatiable hunger of the human mind for the Absolute; 
all else will lead to intellectual and spiritual starvation. 

In this endeavor, those who consider themselves 
intellectuals must be humble in the face of the masses 
who make history. Either they are Reason, or life is ir- 
rational. On this, there can be no compromise. 
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Marxism and 
Freedom, from 
1776 until 
Today 
by Raya 
Dunayevskaya 


What happens after revolution? 

What is the philosophic founda- 
tion of Marxism in Hegel? 

How is Marxism a Humanism? 

How does the methodology of 
Marxism speak to the compulsion 
of our age of total crisis for a 
total outlook? 


To order, see page 7. 


Portrait of Alice Neel 



Book jacket art for The Art of Not Sitting Pretty shows Alice Neel in 1940. 


by Robert Taliaferro 

Alice Neel: The Art of Not Sitting Pretty by Phoebe 
Hoban (St. Martin's Press, New York, 2010). 

There are many ways to be involved in a revolution. 
Written words defining theory and practice, and mass 
social protests are two ways. Creating art outside of the 
norm is another. 

Unfortunately, for many years revolutionary ideas 
in art were often dictated by the male-dominated spec- 
trum that defined a palette of beliefs that colored the 
vision of those who viewed art. Because of this, we hear 
very little about women artists and the revolutions they 
sparked through their creations. 

Phoebe Hoban's 2010 biography of Alice Neel is an 
exceptional book about the artist's life, and also an es- 
sential reader on the art culture of the U.S. throughout 
Neel's life which spanned nearly all of the 20th century. 

Up until the late 20th century women artists often 
had their creativity stifled by the male-driven view that 
"proper women" should not (and perhaps could not) be 
artists of substance. It is fortunate that U.S. -born art- 
ists like Mary Cassatt were pioneers for change. Even 
so, the social doctrines of the time were centered on the 
puritanical concept that Victorian women, even accom- 
plished artists, should be painting things they under- 
stood — pretty things like flowers and children. 

Neel, born in 1900, was subjected to this banality 
for much of her early life, and when she decided on art 
as a career, she was harangued by her grandmother be- 
cause she was "only a girl." Hoban writes that this criti- 
cism only served to make Neel more ambitious. 

Neel was known as an iconoclast, and a friend gave 
her the nickname "Malice Neel" because of her propen- 
sity towards a Bohemian lifestyle. A social realist, her 
approach to art was not subtle, and Hoban gives a vi- 
brant view of her raw style, extraordinary talent, and 
humanity in a way that is as honest as was Neel. 

Hoban writes of three core strands of Neel's painter 
sensibility: her radicalism, her extensive knowledge of 
vulnerability and breakdown gleaned from her time in a 
mental hospital early in her career, and the Depression 
which reinforced her social conscience. Hoban writes, 
"Her inclusion in the WPA easel program... would forge 
these separate threads into Neel’s signature style." 
Around this time Neel was introduced to Marxism and, 
in 1935, she joined the Communist Party. 

Neel was, Hoban writes, the "de facto artist 
of the feminist movement" and the first American 
feminist multicultural artist. She was "[H]ighly 
conscious of herself as a protagonist in her own 
drama," and her canvasses were "a membrane 
through which the artist experienced the world." 
Hoban makes sure that we arrive back to the rea- 
son for the book's existence: Neel, the revolution- 
ary; a human being who, despite her fragility, 
refused to be considered a victim; a paradigm of 
the Bohemian, yet a woman with a profound so- 
cial conscience shared with the world. 

The feminist movement embraced Neel in her 60s 
and 70s for her unconventional paths, even though 
"Neel’s attitude toward feminism was conflicted and 
complex." Her images of women, mothers and children, 
and her unprecedented depictions of pregnant nudes 
were considered pivotal aspects of feminist iconography. 
Although Neel was fascinated by people’s exterior ap- 
pearance, it was their interior life she sought to reflect. 
She did this by focusing on individual psychology as it 
manifested itself in body language and physiognomy.” 

At 80 Neel created her final self-portrait. It is beau- 
tiful and irreverently all about Neel: Neel maintained 
that honesty and vision in the last portrait of herself at 
80. She is nude in a chair, sagging breasts with a paint- 
brush in one hand and small rag in the other. Despite 
her nudity, the roles seemed reversed, and one expects 
her to rise from her chair, step in front of a canvas, and 
start painting a picture of the viewer. Hoban writes 
that this painting was "...one of Neel's masterworks, 
breaking genre barriers, inverting the gaze of subject 
and artist, and radically subverting the female form." 

Hoban's biography is a compelling and poignant 
portrait of Neel, and 84 years of the 20th century that 
not only helped to create Neel as an artist, but showed 
us an in-depth look at the world in which she lived. 


Credit Sam Brody@the Estate of Alice Neel 
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QUESTIONS FOR THE OCCUPY MOVEMENT 



I noticed, at 
the Occupy demon- 
stration I attend- 
ed here, that the 
crowd was mainly 
white at the begin- 
ning — college stu- 
dents, professors, 
the Kalamazoo "activist community." 
But as it progressed, a contingent of 
Black people joined up. Many motorists 
honked as they passed, including sev- 
eral semi-trailer trucks, with their big 
horns, which got the crowd going. The 
Kalamazoo Gazette reported that 400 
were there. Participant 

Battle Creek, Michigan 

I've been visiting your site and read- 
ing Raya Dunayevskaya's texts. I like 
the way she talked about Fidel Castro 
in 1960. The same applies to Mao in 
1966. Both texts have resisted the test 
of time and remain as bright as ever. I 
was surprised to find a writer like her. I 
discovered her in making a search about 
Marx's Capital, Chapter 1, and Hegel. 

Well, you have Occupy Wall Street 
happening now, and I’m sure you are 
very attentive to them. I consider myself 
a Marxist, but I think they should try 
something new. And not Mao deified or 
mummified, as Raya wrote. Thank you 
for your site (http:/ I www.newsan.dlet- 
ters.org), it's very, very good! 

New reader 
Brazil 

*** 

At the union march and rally in 
support of Occupy Wall Street here, 
one of the kids, knowing I was a lawyer, 
said we need new legislation for a bet- 
ter society. I told him he was asking for 
socialism, which will not come through 
legislation. Another voice spoke up: "So- 
cialism is a process rather than a thing. 
The process which develops free human 
beings in permanent revolution is so- 
cialism." It is certainly much more than 
simply nationalizing the banks. 

Revolutionary 
New York City 

The Chicago Tribune recently listed 
12 demands that had (supposedly) been 
made by the Occupiers. All would make 
for desirable reforms, but all were basi- 
cally looking at how to continue capital- 
ism. The demands were unattainable 
today but if you're making demands, un- 
attainable within the system, why not 
demand an end to the system? 

Occupation supporter 
Chicago 

The "99%" expression has caught 
on, but it is really a slogan, not a theo- 


retical analysis. That kind of analysis is 
needed as is some understanding about 
where race comes in. There has been a 
call by Blacks and Latinos to "occupy the 
hood" — not a rejection of the occupation 
as too white, but rather a way for people 
of color to make it their own. What is im- 
portant is how everything will be devel- 
oped. Participant 

Chicago 

I spent Oct. 4 as a legal observer at 
the Liberty Plaza Wall Street encamp- 
ment. The self-regulation and organi- 
zation was impressive. There are com- 
mittees for public safety, sanitation, 
food, and medical assistance. All issues 
are discussed and implemented with a 
9/10 vote. The people are trying to de- 
velop demands that can be articulated 
throughout society leading to immediate 
change. Teach-ins are starting to hap- 
pen. Solidarity marches happened Oct. 
5 and 20 for the Verizon workers and 
laid-off teachers. Steve Katz 

New York City 

The Right's effort to brand Occupy 
Wall Street as "anti-Semitic” is a Big 
Lie — yes, with all historic resonance 
intended. Chicago ABC's Chuck Goudie 
has been a particular offender. 

First, he took the right-wing slander 
campaign at face value; then, he com- 
plained of a Palestinian speaker, Hatem 
Abudayyeh, talking about "destroying 
Israel" at the Oct. 8 anti-war rally (noth- 
ing anyone else heard), which wasn't an 
Occupy event in any case; lastly he pre- 
sented a sign, "Bankers = Nazis," as if it 
referred to Jews. Presuming all Jews are 
bankers is a vile anti-Semitic canard. 
Goudie and ABC News should go play in 
the sandbox with the right-wing creeps 
who believe that and get the hell out of 
the news business. Fred 

Chicago 

Let’s not forget that there have been 
important occupations in Chicago over 
the last three years, from the Republic 
Windows and Doors workers' factory 
occupation to the Latina parents and 
community taking over La Casita at 
Whittier Elementary School. One of the 
challenges the new Occupy movement 
faces is to forge such deep roots with 
people of color and labor — rank-and-file 
workers, not the union bureaucrats — 
that it blossoms into a new round of 
workplace and community occupations. 

Occupation participant 
Chicago 

We are now starting to see "gurus” 
respond to Occupy Wall Street. Issue #2 
of The Occupied Wall Street Journal car- 


ried a speech by Naomi Klein and a short 
article by Chris Hedges; Noam Chomsky 
and Cornel West are also being looked to 
for theoretical guidance. The New York 
Times recently carried two articles on 
the Left, by Michael Kazin and by Todd 
Gitlin. Both were New Left participants 
in the 1960s, and leave out of their histo- 
ries the power of mass movements such 
as Civil Rights and Women's Liberation. 

It important to engage with the 
ideas coming into and out of this new 
movement as part of meeting in theory 
the movement's challenge. Many may 
be encountering the ideas or thinkers 
for the first time, and/or may be seeing 
them differently than before. 

Marxist-Humanist participant 
New York 

Despite following the Oakland Po- 
lice dispersal orders to Occupy Oakland, 
I got arrested the morning of Oct. 25 at 
Oscar Grant Plaza. As the cops were 
cuffing me, I told them that they may be 
arresting us and clearing out the plaza 
but they weren't going to win. I told them 
that by night, thousands of people would 
come and take over the Plaza again. On 
Thursday evening, prior to the General 
Strike meeting, standing among the 
masses of people was very powerful. 
This struggle has only just begun and, 
truly, the whole world is watching. 

Lisa 

Oakland, Calif. 


MUSIC APPRECIATION 

I appreciated Paul Geist’s article, 
"Straight, No Chaser" (July-Aug. 2011 
News & Letters). I saw the documentary 
but missed most of his points. I remem- 
ber the scene where Thelonious Monk 
stands and spins around but I didn’t 
know why. I purchased his CD The Es- 
sential Thelonious Monk, and gained a 
deeper appreciation for his creativity. 
Regarding Theodor Adorno's lack of ap- 
preciation for Black music, imagine how 
dull American music would be without 
the influences of the African beat and 
rhythm and the tremendous contribu- 
tion of Black music — from songs of slav- 
ery to Dixieland, and progressive jazz, 
gospel, rhythm & blues, rock & roll and 
American popular songs to hip hop. 


BOGUS 'CRISIS CENTERS' 

So-called 
"Crisis Preg- 
nancy Centers” 
are, in actuality, 
places set up to 
talk women out of 
having abortions, 
most often by telling lies, that they re- 
ally love babies (well, embryos and zy- 
gotes), at least until they are born. Then, 
they could not give a rat's ass about the 
baby. They’ll bend over backwards to 
ban abortion, and then turn around and 
back the dismantling of any social safety 
net. But abortion is "non-negotiable." 

Abe Cabrera 
Louisiana 


ONE LAW FOR ALL 

The recent murders of Syrian poet/ 
songwriter Ibrahim Qashoush and Iraqi 
playwright and filmmaker Hadi al- 
Mahdi, the one year jail sentence and 90 
lashes to actress Marzieh Vafamehr, the 
six-year jail sentence and 20-year film- 
making and travel ban against interna- 
tional award-winning Iranian director 
Jafar Panahi, all demand serious atten- 
tion. In the West, while artists are often 
free to express themselves, many face 
huge pressure for addressing matters 
deemed "offensive." Artists Sooreh Hera 
in the Netherlands and Australians Lee- 
Anne Raymond and Demetrios Vakras 
come to mind, raising serious questions 
about tolerance of dissent, particularly 
when it comes to criticizing religion. 

Open disagreement and the free- 
dom to criticize tradition, culture and 
religion are essential for social progress. 
Turning a blind eye to the threats and 
injustices committed by religion and re- 
ligious states and laws is unfair to the 
innumerable people who are threatened 
and treated unjustly. Maryam Namazie 

London 


MUMIA 

There's some great news about Mu- 
mia Abu-Jamal, imprisoned for alleg- 
edly killing Officer Daniel Faulkner in 
1981. The ruling by a federal court that 
this death sentence is unconstitutional 
stands, as the U.S. Supreme Court re- 
jected the Philadelphia D.A.'s request to 
overturn it. Mumia will either be sen- 
tenced to life in prison without possibil- 
ity of parole or the prosecution will have 
to conduct a jury trial on the question 
of the death penalty. This is great news, 
but I’m sure Abu-Jamal would agree 
that the struggle continues. Kaitlin 

Chicago 


DETROIT, THE AAA, AND 0WS 

Recently, I learned that AAA no 
longer finds it worthwhile to print a 
street map of Detroit, though it has de- 
tailed ones of every suburb. Yet with over 
700,000 people, Detroit is by far more 
populous than any of the surrounding 
suburbs. It looks to be race-related. 

On Oct. 17 I heard former Michi- 
gan Governor Jennifer Granholm speak 
in San Francisco about how she did great 
things to help the economy. I showed her 
a copy of the only map available of De- 
troit, which has only the downtown cen- 
ter. She seemed surprised, and said she 
would speak to AAA about it. 

She said she supports the Occupy 
Wall Street Movement, but for all her 
verbal support for OWS, she talked in- 
cessantly about the need to compete 
with China. D. Cheneville 

Bay Area 


Kei 

Los Angeles 


FROM SOUTH AFRICA: OCCUPY GRAHAMST0WN! RECAPITALIZE THE POOR! 


As a movement of the poor we 
have taken great inspiration from the 
rebellion that has spread from Tahrir 
Square in Cairo to Syntagma Square in 
Athens, the Puerta del Sol in Madrid 
and now Liberty Plaza in New York. 

On Oct. 13 we will occupy 
Grahamstown. The students will march 
into town from the Botanical Gardens. 
We will march from the township and 
the squatter camps. We will meet on 
the square at the Cathedral and turn 
the square into a people's university, a 
people's kitchen and a space of people's 
power. Our aim is to bring the rebellion 
of the poor, that has put thousands and 
thousands on the streets of South Af- 
rica in recent years, into dialogue with 
this global rebellion. 

Tahrir Square showed the world 
the strength of a united and determined 
people. It clearly told the bankers that 
their time of ruling the world is over. 
It clearly told the politicians that from 
Cairo to New York people are deter- 
mined to rule themselves and to build 
their own power from the ground up. 

We will occupy Grahamstown in 
the name of freedom. We insist that 
all people have the right to organize 
themselves according to their own free 
choices. We denounce the African Na- 


tional Congress (ANC) for the murder 
of Andries Tatane; for the repression of 
the Abahlali baseMjondolo, the Land- 
less People's Movement, the Anti-Evic- 
tion Campaign; and for their attempts 
to censor the media. We denounce the 
ANC for continuing to claim that the 
movements of the poor are a Third 
Force. The ANC insults us by making 
us live like pigs and excluding us from 
all decision-making and then, when we 
rebel, they insult us again by saying 
that it must be a white academic that 
is making us rebel. The ANC is inca- 
pable of understanding that poor Black 
people can, like all other people, think 
for ourselves. 

We will occupy Grahamstown in 
the name of real democracy. We join the 
people of the world in showing our an- 
ger at the way that the capitalists have 
bought the politicians and the whole 
system. We will join the people of the 
world in insisting that democracy will 
have to be rebuilt from the ground up. 
Democracy is something that you do. It 
is not something that you watch on TV. 
It is not something that experts like pol- 
iticians or NGOs must do for the people. 

We will occupy Grahamstown in 
the name of justice. South Africa is the 
most unequal society in the world. The 


predatory elite are publicly gorging 
themselves while the poor are starv- 
ing. Last week Transnet advertised 30 
jobs — 30 boring and badly paid jobs. 
Ten thousand people came to apply. 
Forty people were injured when the 
gates were opened. 

We are not anti-state. But our state 
is rotten to the core. Until we can build 
enough people's power to be able to 
discipline the state from below, we will 
have to treat it as what it is, a vehicle 
from the predatory elite to feed off soci- 
ety. The capitalists in Europe are say- 
ing that the people must pay for the 
banks to be recapitalized. We say that 
it is time to stop all public subsidies for 
the rich. The poor were made poor by 
the same economic system that made 
the rich rich. Therefore it is only logical 
that the billions and billions held in the 
banks on Wall Street must be used to 
recapitalize the poor. We are calling for 
a universal guaranteed income. 

We are, day by day, building a na- 
tional movement of the poor, by the 
poor and for the poor from the ground 
up. Every day our struggles and our 
movements are drawing closer. 

Sekwanele! Genoeg! Enough! 

Unemployed People's Movement 
Grahamstown, South Africa 
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A NEEDED DIALOGUE: EDUCATION FOR WHAT? 



The cutbacks 
in education are 
shocking. In Oak- 
land several pub- 
lic schools are 

closing. Tuition hikes are forcing many 
out of an education, especially in public- 
funded colleges; private schools are go- 
ing bankrupt. It is an assault on human 
development. That it is wars and Wall 
Street that are funded by cuts in edu- 
cation shows that the struggle against 
them is part of what makes us human. 

I hope the Essay by Erica Rae in the 
Sept. -Oct. N&L becomes an opening to 
much needed discussion. 

Urszula Wislanka 
Bay Area 


There is a lot of whittling away at 
the teachers union by Chicago Mayor 
Rahm Emanuel and Jean Claude Briz- 
ard, the new CEO of Chicago Public 
Schools. They're "promising" little perks 
(like laptops, an extra 2% one-time bo- 
nus) to schools that "vote" in favor of 
charter schools, waiving the union con- 
tract and signing on for another 1.5 
hours per day. 

I'm with those who are saying things 
like, "We have no working computers, no 
current books, no A/C in the summer 
and no heat in the winter, the ceiling is 
collapsing, etc. Why do we want to have 
kids sit in that for an extra hour and a 
half per day?” We'll see what happens 
but for right now no strike. 

Kindergarten Teacher 
Chicagoland 


Erica Rae did a good job in her Es- 
say on education showing what is wrong 
with making the failures of students a 
teacher’s problem to figure out. 

Supporter 

California 


There are two kinds of education. 
Capitalism’s attitude is that education 
is just to develop labor power. But the 
cuts we are seeing undermine even that. 
California is last in the quality of edu- 
cation, at the same time Silicon Valley 
could become another rust belt. 


Education is connected to all of life, 
and can't be reduced to the creation of 
capital. 

Worker 

California 


TRUTH AND CAPITALISM 

Even though the Sept. -Oct. 2011 
N&L went to press before Occupy Wall 
Street, the lead article, "Political spec- 
tacles cannot hide reality of deranged 
capitalism," and the column by Raya 
Dunayevskaya, "Deep recession, rate of 
profit and the supreme commodity, la- 
bor power," spoke profoundly to it. They 
addressed why we live in an inequitable 
society. Showing what capitalism is and 
why it is failing is crucial to grasp. With- 
out that knowledge, as Dunayevskaya 
pointed out, "there is no way out of the 
absolute contradiction" of capitalism, 
and a movement is in danger of trying 
to reform capitalism rather than over- 
throwing it and creating something new. 

Women's Liberationist 
Chicago 

As we participate in Occupy Oak- 
land demonstrations and discussions, 
the question of how a spontaneous or- 
ganization can reach beyond capitalism 
is again on the agenda. We saw it at a 
discussion following an Occupy Oakland 
presentation on Oakland's 1946 General 
Strike. People were asking, "How can we 
not make the same mistakes?" I see this 
as showing the timeliness of the cur- 
rent News and Letters four-part series 
of Classes on "Dialectics of organiza- 
tion and philosophy in today's freedom 
struggles, Karl Marx and Marxist-Hu- 
manism." 

Ron Kelch 
Bay Area 


MARXISM AND BUDDHISM 

What I call "Engaged Buddhism" is 
the fusion of Marxist and Buddhist tra- 
dition, intended to overcome the beast- 
like and alienated life under capitalist 


relations of social production — a Bud- 
dhism that mobilizes the secular wis- 
dom of revolutionary Marxism. 

In 1994 I was arrested for violating 
the infamous "Law of National Security," 
interrogated and tortured. The agents 
knew I had lectured to workers and stu- 
dents and had been preparing for na- 
tional examinations of would-be lawyers. 
They said they wouldn’t prosecute me if 
I announced the abandonment of Marx- 
ism. I refused and studied deeply during 
detention. One of my life-long mentors is 
Erich Fromm, a Humanist Marxist who 
accepted Buddhist teachings. 

Marxist tradition is indispensable 
but not sufficient; the Buddhist tradi- 
tion is also indispensable and makes 
revolutionary consciousness wiser and 
enduring. 

Engaged Buddhist 
Korea 


VOICES FROM THE INSIDE 

Welcome to America, home to V 
5% of the world’s people & 

25% of the world’s prisoners. A 


Let's build • better America together NAACP.org it 


I'm on death row with no means to 
purchase a subscription to N&L. Could 
I ask for a donated sub, or send stamps 
to pay the $5 price? I just read the Sept.- 
Oct. 2011 issue with the reports on SHU 
inmates. I would like to keep updated on 
this. Women like me don't get the kind of 
information covered in your paper. 

Woman prisoner 
Chowchilla, Calif. 

I have been in solitary since Octo- 
ber 2010 and could remain here much 
longer. Every time I’m about to get out 
some misconduct is fabricated. I would 
greatly appreciate it if you keep send- 
ing my subscription although I can't pay 
anything because of my situation. 

Prisoner 
Huntington, Penn. 

Reading N&L gives me a totally 
different perspective on current events 
from the disinformation I find available 
elsewhere. I find your articles objective 
and totally resourceful. You get to read 


the real facts in order to make your own 
conclusions. 

Prisoner 
Crescent City, Calif. 

You have been very helpful in keep- 
ing me connected to being a Human be- 
ing, while I am still serving a life sen- 
tence. Thank you, News & Letters'. 

Woman prisoner 
Chowchilla, Calif. 

It wouldn't be a bad idea to commit 
an entire section of "voices behind pris- 
on walls,” to the struggle out in Babylon, 
so as to unify those struggles with ours 
behind these walls. It would be especial- 
ly appropriate inasmuch as the captive 
class is an extension of every poor com- 
munity in Babylon. Prisoner 

Crescent City, Calif. 

This paper is greatly needed to help 
educate inmates on their individual, 
social and human rights, and to un- 
derstand the struggle of other people 
throughout the world. Please do keep 
this paper coming my way as I look for- 
ward to every issue. Prisoner 

Portsmouth, Virginia 


READERS, CAN YOU DONATE A 
SUBSCRIPTION FOR A PRISONER? 

I read the letter from the prisoner 
in Vacaville, Calif., sending thanks for 
his "donor sub." I was so moved that I 
am sending a check to pay for four more 
gift subs. One is for a former student, 
the other three are for prisoners. 

May N&L continue to inform with a 
much-needed truthful, critical and pro- 
gressive analysis of the world’s news. 

Gloria Joseph, a comrade in arms 
Virgin Islands 

I've enjoyed reading N&L online 
and would appreciate receiving it as a 
paper. I'm enclosing what will become 
an annual contribution to do that. The 
sweep of the Occupy Movement seems to 
support my thought that a critical mo- 
ment for Raya Dunayevskaya' s ideas is 
here. Reader 

Oakland, Calif. 
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30 years later 

AIDS activism and ACT UP Chicago 


Darrell Gordon, long-time African-American Gay 
anarchist activist, was one of the founders of AIDS ac- 
tivism in Chicago. 

Chicago — People in Chicago started dying from 
AIDS a year or two after the first nationally known 
cases. I started going to forums dealing with AIDS at 
City College campuses. In 1985 there was a vigil at St. 
Clement Church. In the 1980s there were "safe sex" par- 
ties that taught about AIDS and how to use a condom. 
These were common at the beginning of the outbreak. 

While dealing with the fight against the disease, 
we also had to confront the Reagan administration, 
which used it as a weapon against Gay rights. Since it 
was then mostly Gay and Bi men who were affected, it 
was easy to stigmatize people. 

The first political AIDS demonstration I attended 
was organized in 1986. A food store called Evergreen, at 
Belmont and Broadway, put out a newsletter calling for 
the quarantine of people with AIDS, and for them to be 
forced to wear AIDS ID bracelets. That was a common 
sentiment of people on the Right. 

I was a member of the anti-apartheid solidarity 
committee for South African Moses Mayekiso, formed 
by Earl Silbar. I decided to join with others to hold a 
press conference in front of Evergreen. The guy who ran 
the store also ran an art festival on Broadway. We de- 
cided not to boycott the art fair, but to picket the store. 

ACT UP grew out of an organization that began 
in 1984 of Dykes and Gay men against racism and re- 
pression. It was started mostly by folks from the John 
Brown Anti-Klan Committee and Prairie Fire. It con- 
centrated mostly on anti-racism work, the Pride Parade 
and U.S. oppression abroad. 

Then in 1987, before a March on Washington, there 
was legislation proposing mandatory HIV testing and 
quarantine. People were upset about this, but were still 
thinking in terms of just writing letters. 

We decided to do a 24-hour vigil and civil disobedi- 
ence action the next day at Gov. Thompson's home in 
Uptown, which was very successful. Some of the Illinois 
Gay and Lesbian Task Force initially said they would 
support our demonstration, but then decided not to. 
I guess they thought it would hurt their relationship 
with the establishment. 

ACCESS TO DRUGS 

Other activists in New York had similar experi- 
ences. So we became an AIDS activism organization, 
first Chicago For Our Rights, then by spring Chicago 
for AIDS Rights. We pushed for lowering the prices of 
AIDS drugs, and the release of more of them. By Oc- 
tober and the national action in Washington, D.C., we 
had become ACT UP Chicago. 

Right away there were two factions in the group. 
One was largely a single-issue group of mostly white 
Gay men. Prairie Fire also had its own ideology when it 
came to dealing with race and class. The group refused 
the idea of bringing more people of color into the group. 
Their argument was that Blacks and whites should or- 
ganize separately in their own communities, and that 
African Americans could go to social service agencies to 
meet their needs — at a time when the churches didn't 
want to deal with the issues of AIDS and Gay rights. 

Because I argued consistently over race and out- 
reach and class, there was a tension and an attempt to 
freeze me out. In 1989 I initiated the idea of a People 
of Color Caucus to do outreach to the other communi- 
ties. It was geared to both people of color and working 
class people. It wasn't an ego thing, but in support of 
the liberation of all Lesbian, Gay, Bi and Trans people, 
not just the privileged in the Lakeview neighborhood. 

Other organizations that started subsequent to 
this were the Coalition Against Bashing, the Coalition 
for Positive Sexuality — a guerrilla-style activist group 
concerned with getting safe sex and birth control in- 
formation to high school students — and Queer Nation. 

ACT UP Chicago ended in 1995. Lots of people 
in our group died, and others left because of the con- 
flicts. Some just wanted a single-issue movement with 
a white, Gay, male focus. As AIDS drugs became more 
available, and Clinton was elected president, the more 
liberal members of the Queer communities had the idea 
that a Democrat in the White House would save us, and 
we could retire from activism. The great message of the 
1993 March on Washington seemed to some to be, "We 
don't need to do this anymore." 

By 1994, the only active committee was the prison 
committee. If the group had continued, we would have 
had to face the question of relating to communities of 
color as being increasingly the casualties of the epi- 
demic. 

FACE OF AIDS CHANGED 

It would have had to become a multi-racial group 
instead of a predominantly white organization. We 
could have built on the demonstrations against insur- 
ance company policies, and public health issues at Cook 
County Hospital, where we fought to get more beds. 

AIDS, a death sentence 30 years ago, has changed. 
Many people are living longer, but we still haven't got to 
the root of the real problem with AIDS, which is hetero- 


sexism and homophobia. That is connected to the issue 
of race, class, sexism and the economy as drug program 
cuts close off access to medicine. 

At times Gay men and women did work side by side, 
but sexism needs to be addressed. Struggling against a 
misogynist society's definition of relationships should 
not be left up to women alone. 

AIDS is a global issue today. The Treatment Action 
Coalition in South Africa was influenced by ACT UP. 
This time around, I'd like to see an AIDS activist move- 
ment that's organized by poor, working-class people. 

That is a legacy for reviving the quest for taking 
control of our bodies as Gay men, too. That movement 
got co-opted in the late 1970s, but ACT UP essentially 
tried to reclaim tactics that were initiated by the Civil 
Rights Movement. No coincidence that it occurred dur- 
ing a lively climate of racism. — Darrell Gordon 

White House stormed 



Part of the hundreds of concerned people from over 90 disability, aging 
and civil rights groups which converged on Washington, D.C., for the My 
Medicaid Matters rally on Sept. 21. 


Washington, D.C. — As President Obama unveiled his 
debt plan, which includes reduced spending for Medi- 
care and Medicaid by $580 billion, hundreds of activists 
with disabilities stormed the White House demanding 
a voice in Medicaid reform. ADAPT, the national dis- 
ability rights direct action group, is asking the admin- 
istration to work with them to ensure that Medicaid 
dollars are invested in cost-saving community supports. 

'The President says that he expects all Ameri- 
cans to share the burden of controlling the bud- 
get, but Medicaid recipients are already shoul- 
dering the burden for balancing budgets at the 
state level," said Randy Alexander of Memphis 
ADAPT. "States have already made significant 
cuts to Medicaid. How many more people with 
disabilities and seniors must lose our basic free- 
doms and lives in order to have done our share?" 

Most states have already reduced or eliminated 
vital homecare services and forced seniors and people 
with disabilities into nursing facilities against their 
will. Bruce Darling, an ADAPT organizer from New 
York pointed out, "People are already experiencing re- 
duced or eliminated access to basic healthcare, includ- 
ing medications. Jobs have already been eliminated for 
homecare and direct care workers." 

Texas lawmakers underfunded Medicaid by about 
$5 billion, a move that homecare advocates say leaves 
the elderly and adults with disabilities unsure how 
their care at home will be provided. 

California eliminated funding for about 330 adult 
day centers, a move that will affect over 35,000 seniors 
who use them for medical care and socializing. Law- 
makers are hoping to restore about $85 million to tran- 
sition seniors into an as-yet-undetermined alternate 
program — about half the amount cut from the budget. 

Minnesota is considering cuts to home health 
aides and to a program that allows disabled people to 
live on their own. In Massachusetts, Governor Deval 
Patrick proposed cutting $55 million from the state's 
adult daycare program, two-thirds of its funding, affect- 
ing some 5,200 participants. 

The ADAPT community has identified four princi- 
ples for real Medicaid reform: 1. Expand the use of com- 
munity-based services 2. De-medicalize services 3. Ex- 
pand consumer directed service options 4. Reorganize 
Medicaid services to eliminate wasteful bureaucracy. 

I applaud ADAPT’s efforts and agree that some- 
thing needs to be done immediately. However, reforms 
aren't enough. Reforms are not going to result in the 
kind of lasting, continuous change that is needed; and 
it is unlikely they will take place under a system where 
healthcare is for profit. 

A capitalistic society that denies people a basic hu- 
man right like free healthcare will not willingly give 
up its power. ADAPT’s suggestions are based on human 
needs; to keep capitalism going, basic human needs 
come last, if at all. — Suzanne Rose 


Fukushima activists 
testify in New York 

New York City — A delegation of grassroots environ- 
mental activists from Japan came to share with their 
U.S. counterparts heart-rending eyewitness accounts 
of the health impact and continued contamination pro- 
duced by the Fukushima-Daiichi reactor units that 
suffered catastrophic damage on March 11. They met 
with the public at three different venues Sept. 22-23 at 
events co-sponsored by Shut Down Indian Point Now! 
(SDIPN), Indian Point Safe Energy (IPSEC), Beyond 
Nuclear, and other groups. 

The immense suffering of people affected by the 
Fukushima-Daiichi disaster can be given meaning if we 
learn from this catastrophe and those that preceded it 
at Hiroshima, Nagasaki, Three Mile Island, Chernobyl 
and elsewhere, said Kaori Izumi, director of Shut To- 
mari. She appealed to the world to end the age of nucle- 
ar power in the wake of Fukushima. Otherwise it could 
happen again, in Japan, at Indian Point on the Hudson 
River, or anywhere that reactors are still operating. 

Izumi discussed the unhealthy and corrupt pro- 
nuclear relationship among government, business, the 
media, pro-nuclear "intellectuals" and the judiciary. 
The Japanese delegation learned that the complicity 
of the U.S. Government regulators with energy corpo- 
rations is just as insidious as in Japan, with the U.S. 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission routinely lowering 
safety standards in order to keep aging plants in opera- 
tion. 

Aileen Mioko Smith, Executive Director of Green 
Action, spoke about the plight of Japan's children. The 
Japanese government refused to safely evacuate its 
citizens, including 300,000 children still in Fukushima, 
or adequately warn them of the radiation danger. 

The delegation delivered the message to the UN 
at a rally at Dag Hammarskjold Plaza on Sept. 24 that 
the Fukushima disaster made it clear that the world 
must shut down all nuclear power plants, and even con- 
fronted the Japanese Prime Minister. 

They visited the Indian Point nuclear plant to 
see its proximity to earthquake faults and to the larg- 
est concentration of people in the U.S.. 

Sachiko Sato, an organic farmer from Fukushima 
and a member of Fukushima Network for Saving Chil- 
dren from Radiation, and her children, 13 and 17, talk- 
ed of the disruption to their lives. Yukiko Anzai, who 
lives near the now re-started Tomari reactor, talked 
about the fate of farmers after the meltdowns. 

Strong bonds were formed between the activists of 
both countries and it was recognized that the struggle 
against nuclear power must be a global one. A video 
of this meeting is available at: http://politube.org/ 
show/3285. — Evan Giller and Tom Siracuse, 

Chair and Vice Chair, SDIPN www.SDIPN.net 

Stop leeches bleeding 
public schools dry 

New York City — "The Trial Is On! The People of 
NYC are gathering to put the perpetrators of education 
crimes and human and civil rights violations against 
our children on trial — in our own People's Court!” On 
Oct. 15, the Coalition for Public Education (www.for- 
publiced.org) took testimony from parents, teachers 
and school aides condemning Mayor Bloomberg's edu- 
cation policies, which supplant quality public education 
with for-profit charter schools. 

One teacher described the transformation of high 
schools as the surrounding neighborhoods become gen- 
trified. Brandeis High School was one of the first to 
educate Black and Latino immigrants in a full bilin- 
gual program. Prior to breaking it into smaller schools, 
access to the library and computers was discontinued. 
Experienced teachers and community-based parapro- 
fessionals were gone, along with knowledge of the his- 
tory of the struggle to provide relevant education. This 
kind of phase-out demoralizes the school community. 

Now, the 25 police officers — in addition to School 
Security — who patrol the building are told, "Your job 
is not to be social workers, but to arrest students." The 
new young principals and teachers cannot meet the 
special needs of these students who deserve a just, fair 
education. A mother, in tears, said, "My special-needs 
son struggles because of standardized testing... the stu- 
pid tests don't prove anything about the quality of these 
kids." 

A laid-off teacher's aide said that while programs 
like Teach for America pay young people to move to 
New York, live here and complete their training, there 
are no monies for paraprofessionals from the local com- 
munity to move into teaching positions. 

State Assemblywoman Inez Barron spoke against 
mayoral control: "The mayor wants to use our students 
to get profits. Since when is Wall Street interested in 
educating Black and Latino kids? Since it became prof- 
itable." 

To support reform efforts, contact the Grassroots 
Education Movement at: http://gemnyc.org. 

— Veteran teacher 
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SHU prisoners: We want to be treated like human beings! 


Pelican Bay, Calif. — On Sept. 26 Security Housing 
Unit (SHU) prisoners resumed their hunger strike, 
suspended on July 20, to give California prison au- 
thorities a chance to make good on their promises to 
address the prisoners demands (see "Pelican Bay SHU 
struggle continues!” Sept. -Oct. N&L). Especially im- 
portant to the prisoners was getting out of perpetual 
solitary confinement, starting with an objective review 
of their status as active/inactive gang member. 

As one prisoner put it on our Oct. 11 visit, "CDC 
(California Department of Corrections) has a history 
of breaking promises. Even when they put policies in 
writing, prisons violate them. We have no meaningful 
recourse to address those violations. This time, CDC 
was to make a good faith effort. They didn't." 

"They only conceded to superficial concerns, such 
as watch caps, sweats, calendars and art supplies, 
which they will not be giving us anyway, since they 
have been giving write-ups to everybody (being write- 
up free was a condition for receiving these ’privileges.') 
The officers have too much discretion. Appeal process is 
a joke. Wardens always side with the guards, they sign 
off on denials of appeals without even reading them. " 

The restarted strike again spread through 
the whole California prison system, with, ac- 
cording to the prisons' own estimate, over 12,000 
participants during the first week. 

The prisoners' passive resistance against interna- 
tionally recognized torturous isolation which prisoners 
call an "extralegal death sentence" was met with a new 
level of inhumanity. Authorities meted out collective 
punishment — everyone participating in the strike re- 
ceived a write-up for participating in a "major distur- 
bance," language usually used to designate a riot. The 
prison canceled medical, visiting, yard time and can- 
teen. Prisoners' cells were searched, all canteen items 
confiscated and in some instances at least, personal 
property, especially legal files, maliciously destroyed. 

Fifteen hunger strikers were placed in extremely 
cold Administrative Segregation Unit cells with noth- 
ing but a thin layer of clothes. A prisoner in ad-seg 
said, "This has been a very peaceful protest and we 
were stripped of everything; cold air is being pumped 
into already very cold rooms. It is a deliberate form 
of torture as cold temperatures affect metabolism, al- 


ready off balance when you are not eating. They tell us, 
'if you don't like the conditions, start eating.' 

"We've been getting the shaft for 25 years. In my 
10 years here I have never been written up. They have 
a bunch of comments from informants, but not a single 
incident. Some have been in the hole for 38 years, all 
on informants' say-so, with no proof, no corroboration. 

"All we want is to be treated like human be- 
ings. But they are so far gone, 
they can't see it.. .They want 
me to tell everything about my 
life. OK, I want to tell it. I am 
from Watts, I grew up father- 
less, surrounded by violence. 

This is the story of many of 
us in here. I am happy to tell 
it all. But I am not going to 
go into a closed room and tell 
them things to use against 
someone else." 

The prisoner we saw in 
the last few minutes was ex- 
tremely gaunt compared to 
when we saw him on July 20. 

The following is part of a cru- 
cial message he had for prison 
authorities from the prisoners' 
representatives: 

"As you are aware the peaceful hunger strike sus- 
pended July 20, resumed on Sept. 26. Your response 
to date has been to retaliate against the PBSP-SHU 
prisoners willing to engage in a respectful, reasonable 
dialog with you in July/ Aug., in order to resolve issues 
prior to permanent damage/death. 

"We acted in good faith when we agreed to suspend 
our hunger strike on July 20, and we assisted in get- 
ting the other prisoners to end their hunger strike as 
well. Your retaliatory acts have been to subject us to 
additional torture by ordering us moved to PBSP Ad- 
Seg Stand Alone Building on strip cell status, in ice box 
isolation cells, deprived of our property, including hy- 
giene items, vitamins, beverage items, address books, 
writing and reading material, and legal material (on 
Oct. 6, we received some legal stuff, not all of it), as 
well as denying many of us at least one legal visit, per- 


sonal visits, yard, TV, appliances, etc. etc. etc.... 

"Since arriving here on Sept. 29, Warden Lewis 
and others told us that you have been honoring your 
end of our July 20 and Aug. 19 agreements. Our posi- 
tion is you have not done so... the lack of any specifics 
regarding getting out of SHU is a big problem..." 

It was hunger strikers own words seeing the light 
of day that precipitated new talks between prison of- 
ficials, hunger strike rep- 
resentatives and their 
lawyers. The hunger 
strike was again sus- 
pended when prison of- 
ficials promised to review 
the status of every SHU 
prisoner on a new basis 
starting at the beginning 
of next year. 

Reflecting on both 
hunger strikes, one pris- 
oner writes: "There's a 
struggle in finding mean- 
ing in our suffering. In 
this last strike. ..prisoners 
have been awakened in 
here in solitary and united 
to the point where they're 
saying, how come we never 
protested this way in unity years ago, to let our voices 
be heard against the ongoing CDC abuse? You hear 
this talk a lot now, which is a good thing. In reality 
we add to our suffering in solitary when inmates don't 
stand up for our rights, banding together as one, pro- 
testing peacefully. We hurt ourselves when inmates 
resort to do violence against one another; that doesn't 
solve anything. 

"Human progress is measured in prison and 
outside when every person is treated with dig- 
nity and respect naturally, no less. I thought a lot 
about this during the strike.” 

Once again prisoners demonstrate the power of 
their own thinking and demands to be treated like hu- 
man beings in the darkest corners of a prison gulag of 
absolute control and arbitrary judgment. 

— Urszula Wislanka 


EuLIDRRITY 

WITH THE 

PELICRN BRY PRISON 
HUNGER STRIKERS! 



Prisoners in the Security Housing Unit (SHU) at 
Pelican Bay State Prison (California) are going on 
an indefinite hunger strike as of July 1 , 201 1 to protest 
the cruel, inhumane and tortuous conditions of their imprisonment. 


Voices from Pelican Bay SHU hunger strikers 


September 28, 2011 

Revolutionary Salutation, 

The SHU prisoners hunger strike started again as 
of Sept. 26.. ..Apparently the level of prisoner partici- 
pation surprised California Department of Corrections 
and Rehabilitation (CDCR)... .Despite the attempt to 
undermine and stigmatize the latest effort, the general 
consensus of the prisoners is that there is no stopping 
until some real quality changes are made to the policy 
that determines the length of SHU confinement. We do 
not accept the spin from CDCR official Scott Kernan, et. 
al., as if they intended to actually implement substan- 
tial changes. 

* * * 

October 5, 2011 

This is the tenth day of the resumption of the 
hunger strike here at Pelican Bay SHU short corridor. 
CDCR is trying to suppress it. They plan to do their 
best to manage the outside impact of the hunger strike. 
The strike of July 1 caught them off guard, they were 
forced into a defensive position attempting to publicly 
explain their atrocious treatment of SHU short corridor 
prisoners. It called into serious question CDCR's pub- 
lic trust. Certainly, CDCR cannot allow for an on-going 
serious public questioning of its capacity to administer 
the state's prison system. 



The CDCR Memorandum dated Sept. 27, 2011, 
addressed to the general prison population set forth 
specific retaliatory procedures CDCR will undertake 
to suppress hunger strikes in general and this hunger 
strike in particular. 

On Sept. 29, the correction staff descended upon 
one building allegedly to do door maintenance. Sever- 
al prisoners were grabbed and placed in ad-seg along 
with other prisoners from the other SHU short corri- 
dor building. One can conclude that all those prisoners 
subjected to the retaliatory action were designated by 
the administration as leaders. Placing them in ad-seg 
is extremely harsh treatment: they are denied their 
personal property, e.g., reading material, writing paper 
and TVs. The loss of writing paper and envelopes 
effectively cuts these prisoners ability to commu- 
nicate with their loved ones, families and attorneys. 
This practice — isolating and denying prisoners the 
right to communicate with the outside world — is so dra- 
conian in nature that it's beyond human imagination 
that things like this still exist in the 21st century. The 
public's right to know what exactly is happening 
behind these prison walls cannot be overstated. 

On Friday, Sept. 30, a phalanx of correction staff 
descended upon this building searching every cage — 
participants and non-participants alike — for all state 
food items that were not issued that day. All such food 
was trashed. Clearly, correctional staff were given a 
green light to continue the practice of collective punish- 
ment. This is in total disregard to one of the five core 
demands, i.e., individual accountability. In addition, 
hunger strike participants in possession of previously 
purchased canteen items had those items confiscated. 
The Department Operations Manual states that can- 
teen items are not to be confiscated, but instead moni- 
tored to determine if they are being eaten. 

There has not been daily monitoring of the men- 
tal and physical conditions of hunger strikers by medi- 
cal staff. Since the resumption of the hunger strike 
the medical staff has only made three appearances in 
this building, two times just asking questions: are you 
still not eating and are you drinking enough water to 
stay hydrated. The third time, yesterday, strikers were 
weighed and measured for the first time. Hunger strik- 
ers inquired why they were not given vitamins and salt 
tablets. The medical staff s response was that he or she 
isn't aware of procedure or haven't been told anything 
about it by their supervisors. CDCR has also started 
denying yard time to all hunger strikers. They will use 
whatever means possible to punish prisoners merely 
requesting to be treated as human beings. 

There is the parallel between the movement inside 


the prisons and movements in the larger society strug- 
gling to lift the curse of oppressive capitalist relations. 

— Faruq 


September 28, 2011 

Revolutionary Greetings! 

We prisoners at Pelican Bay State Prison have re- 
started our hunger strike, due to bad faith negotiations 
with CDCR's Sacramento prisoncrat officials, that con- 
sisted of lies, more lies and broken promises! 

I've written an article entitled: "Who Am I???” an 
analysis of how and why prisoners are validated as 
prison gang members and thus held in indefinite soli- 
tary confinement for 10 to 40 years and counting! (To 
obtain a copy write to: So. Chicago ABC Zine Distr., c/o 
Anthony Rayson, PO. Box 721, Homewood, IL 60430.) 
* * * 


What you and I need to do is learn to forget our dif- 
ferences. . . We have a common oppressor, a common 
exploiter and a common discriminator... once we all 
realize that we have a common enemy, then we can 
unite on the basis of what we have in common. 

Malcolm X 

It is a historical truth that repression breeds resis- 
tance, which is why we prisoners at Pelican Bay State 
Prison's SHU/CMU units, took the initiative to come 
together, and go on a hunger strike, in order to say to 
our oppressors that: ”20 plus years of state sponsored 
torture and persecution, in which our human rights 
have been routinely violated, for no other reason 
than to keep us prisoners confined in their mad- 
scientist like 'torture chambers' as alleged prison 
gang members is enough!!" 

But as we all know, repression evolves and devel- 
ops in cycles. So on Aug. 2, PBSP-CDCR officials threat- 
ened all hunger strike participants with punitive retal- 
iatory measures for the sole act of our hunger strike 
participation, in spite of the fact that we have a human 
right to peacefully protest any unjust laws. An unjust 
law, is no law at all!! The Struggle Continues!!! 

— Kijana Tashiri Askari 


A caged man is a spirit trapped in steel — leave 
Inim alone and his spirit becomes one with bis cage — 
it's all be knows. Motivate bim, nurture and socialize 
bim, and bis spirit soars. It's only then that tbe man 
realizes tbe difference between nim and bis cage — 
tbe reasons for it. Thus, allowing bim to finally be free 
from it. 

— Pelican Bay hunger striker, Oct. 11, 2011 
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Occupy movement strikes deep chord 


continued from p. 1 

looking for people to give 'teach-ins.'" 

Another participant, Sharon, described the sup- 
port from New Yorkers like herself: "The protesters in- 
clude a lot of unemployed college students. There is con- 
struction nearby, and the ironworkers have expressed 
sympathy for the protest." 

This sympathy is widespread and can be expected 
to grow. For each encamped protester, thousands more 
sympathize on social media or support it by partici- 
pating in daily actions 
and donating generously 
(over $400,000 to Occupy 
Wall Street alone, some 
of it from as far away 
as Egypt). Millions are 
fed up with decades of 
capitalist crisis which 
has been addressed only 
through cuts in every 
kind of human services, 
attacks on public educa- 
tion and transportation, 
and the growth of the 
prison-industrial com- 
plex. The Occupy move- 
ments are linking resis- 
tance groups together. 

The incident in 
which a Black veteran, 

Shamar Thomas, stood 
down a dozen white New 

York police officers in defense of occupiers is represen- 
tative of a broad and deep support for the movement. 
Thomas spoke absolute truth when he said to police of- 
ficers decked out in riot gear ready to confront unarmed 
non-violent protesters, 

"They don't have guns! It doesn't make any sense.... 
There is no honor in this! There is no honor in what 
you're doing to these people!" 

The racist Right, the Tea Party, Fox News, the Re- 
publicans (and Democrats!), the Koch brothers, and the 
neo-fascists that have arisen from history's underworld 
will not be going away soon. While racist and anti- 
Semitic Ron Paul's supporters have hung around the 
movement, they don't gain much hearing and are be- 
coming increasingly marginal. 

Clarifying our ideas and our vision of a needed 
new society beyond capitalism is crucial for fending off 
co-optation from any quarter. It will be important to 
continue that process. Ensuring the movement's self- 
development includes holding onto and developing the 
concept of "leaderlessness" as a way of reaching for a 
new relationship of theory, practice and organization. 

MIC CHECK! MIC CHECK! 



particular demands. Thus it comes together with the 
struggle of prisoners, with the homeless. ..with no lim- 
its but those of the imagination. While the movement is 
in part about reclaiming public space, it is also — in an 
even deeper sense — about reclaiming history. 

At the same time, occupations in different locali- 
ties, which are networked and yet autonomous, are de- 
bating specific demands. At Occupy Chicago the debate 
has touched on whether the road to universality moves 
through particular grievances, demands and goals. So 

a debate on an anti-war 
resolution becomes a 
discussion of slavery 
and racism in U.S. his- 
tory. Most important is 
to continue the process 
of self-development 
that does not allow any 
list of demands to be a 
limit or endpoint. 

Participating in 
the democratic debates 
at the General Assem- 
blies is a revolutionary 
experience. As one par- 
ticipant told N&L: 

"This is a differ- 
ent way of running an 
organization, partly 
because of the commit- 
ment we feel to being 
truly democratic. We 
are all a part of this, my voice is important, I’m part of 
making the decisions here. There is no hierarchy and 
we try not to separate any of this from discussing ideas. 
All of this becomes part of making the decisions." 

The participation of the occupiers in labor and 
peace demonstrations reflects a search for a total 
change. The Oct. 5 march of tens of thousands in New 
York was the first in which large contingents of labor 
union members joined occupiers. There and elsewhere, 
labor marchers have been inspired by the new possibili- 
ties they saw opening for workers. In the words of Paul 
Geist, a Marxist-Humanist from New York, 

"Today the unemployed person says, I’ll take any 
job.' The worker speaks of the meaninglessness of her 
work. Teachers are being treated like children, made 
less human as people try to quantify their work. Each 
element of society is affected differently, so dialectically 
there is no one magic word. But the moments are meet- 
ing up, these as well as gender and race — how can they 
be united? Each one's experience is part of the Univer- 
sal that has to concretely include all those moments. 
How do we make a totality, a concrete universal?" 

'ITS OWN WORKING EXISTENCE' 


Protesters marched in Tahrir Square, Cairo, Egypt, Oct. 25 supporting Occupy 
Oakland. This sign says, "From Egypt to Wall Street, don't afraid. Go ahead. 
#0ccupy Oakland, #0WS." 


The experience of freedom and self-determination 
found in the Occupy movement includes a tremendous 
sense of fun such as the "human microphone." Begun 
to cope with a New York City ordinance against ampli- 
fication, hundreds of people repeat what General As- 
sembly speakers say so the larger crowd can hear it. As 
Denise, a poet and participant in Chicago, said, "There 
is something really beautiful about people formulating 
their thoughts that way. And sometimes it falls into to- 
tal chaos, and that can be a wonderful thing, too." 

That sense of adventure and playfulness was evi- 
dent on Oct. 16 when the Chicago police were closing 
in to arrest hundreds of people from Occupy Chicago 
who had moved into Grant Park "after hours." Sud- 
denly, hundreds of people were singing Queen's "Bo- 
hemian Rhapsody" at the police lines: "Is this the real 
life, is this just fantasy...?" A beautiful way to put what 
was happening in perspective. It was a measure of how 
deeply humanist the movement is — its refusal to be 
"scripted," like its insistence on "leaderlessness," mark- 
ing an important advance in consciousness. 

The predominance of young people expresses anew 
what the Constitution of News and Letters Commit- 
tees holds: "...even though the youth are not directly in- 
volved in production, they are the ones whose idealism 
in the finest sense of the word combines with opposition 
to existing adult society in so unique a way that it liter- 
ally brings them alongside the workers as builders of 
the new society." 

The police brutality shown in New York, Oakland 
and elsewhere will dispel illusions about the role of the 
police as part of "the 99%. " Paul of Occupy Memphis 
was harassed simply for reaching out to the city's home- 
less. He said: "They provided no reason for our detain- 
ment other than that we were with 'them,' so we were 
getting checked out too. That's how many of our home- 
less brothers and sisters in the downtown area are 
treated by police all the time." 

REALITY AND THOUGHT 

The experience of radical freedom and self-deter- 
mination has been the root of all revolutionary, dialec- 
tical critique of the modern world. While many have 
criticized the Occupy movement for not having concrete 
demands, it would be truer to say that the movement 
has — to its great credit — refused to be limited by any 


It is necessary to see what is new. The importance 
of a happening like Occupy Wall Street is not bound by 
any specific demand that might be made, but by the 
experience of new human relations that it embodies, 
which can open pathways to a future beyond capital- 
ism, racism, sexism, homophobia, and all the oppres- 
sions and bondages of class society. The dialectic of the 
needed American revolution depends on the coalescence 
of Black freedom struggle with labor's struggle against 
capitalism, and, as the desperate acts of Oakland’s po- 
lice have shown, even the authorities know that that 
coming together is now possible. 

This experience of new human relations is the 
same way in which Tahrir Square embodied a radical 
challenge to world capitalism that cut to the heart of 
modernity itself. (See "Revolutions in Tunisia, Egypt 
and Libya shake world order," News & Letters Mar. -Apr. 
2011.) Far from merely hypothetical, this challenge is 
embodied by headscarved young women from places 
like Yemen and Somalia who imagine the ending of 
capitalism and sexism; it is found in the words of Mitch 
from Occupy Chicago, who said, "What we're really 
dealing with is all the oppressiveness of 10,000 years 
of history. We're trying to work out a new way of living 
in freedom." 

In this sense, the significance of the Occupy move- 
ments is expressed in their own working existence, as 
Karl Marx wrote of the 1871 Paris Commune, "The 
great social measure of the Commune was its own 
working existence. Its special measures could but be- 
token the tendency of a government of the people by 
the people.” Raya Dunayevskaya pointed out the same 
thing of the 1955 Montgomery Bus Boycott, another ex- 
perience of human beings seizing their own freedom. 

While Occupy Wall Street isn't a repeat of the Paris 
Commune, nevertheless, the deep affinity is real. For it 
to flourish, we must resist all the forces that would stifle 
our movement, from police attacks to the idea that the 
masses are backward. We need no condescending "sav- 
iors." Self-emancipation is the task of the masses alone. 
It is equally important for the Occupy movement to rec- 
ognize that the masses' self-development and search for 
deep social transformation, new organizational forms 
and philosophical grounding are reaching for so totally 
new a relationship of practice to theory as to forge a 
unity of philosophy and revolution. 


Remember Oscar Grant 

Oakland, Calif. — The Oscar Grant Committee held 
its first public forum on Sept. 13 at the main hall of 
Niebyl-Proctor Marxist Library to a packed audience of 
activists and family members-turned-activists. The fol- 
lowing is a summary of statements made there. 

Organizers Gerald and Lesley said: Oscar Grant 
was shot in the back while he was lying on the ground 
of a BART platform on Jan. 1, 2009. What made a dif- 
ference was that other BART riders took pictures of the 
incident. The response from police everywhere to the 
semi-successful prosecution of the shooter has been to 
prevent people from taking pictures of them. 

A couple states passed laws that make it ille- 
gal to take pictures of cops. So far all those laws 
have been overturned when challenged in court, 
but given the Supreme Court we have, they could 
find it legal. 

When the International Longshore and Warehouse 
Union struck for a day last October to protest Grant's 
murder, it was the first time in recent memory that a 
labor union went on strike for a Black person killed by 
police. Families of other police victims came together 
during Officer Mehserle’s trial. They inspired us to 
make Grant's commemoration an ongoing movement. 

Cary Downs told how his stepson James Rive- 
ra, Jr., was killed by Stockton police a day before his 
17th birthday in July 2010: There were 48 rounds fired 
at our son, of which 16 entered our son's small body. 
He posed no threat. He was unarmed. The police were 
seen to be high-fiving each other after the shooting, as 
though they thought what they did was an accomplish- 
ment. We need to come together, to speak about police 
violence, not just in Oakland, but many other places. 
Too many times the police are found "justified" in kill- 
ing our children. We the parents, we the people, will 
not stay silent anymore while police kill our children! 
We stand united with many other families who mourn 
the death of their loved one at the hands of the police. 

Sharena Curley spoke on behalf of her brother, 
Antoine Thomas, who was wrongly convicted: Police 
gunning people down, she said, is not the only injustice 
they commit. My brother was framed. He was sexually 
assaulted by police while being arrested. They stomped 
on his head. The gun he supposedly used had someone 
else's fingerprints, not his. Security cameras showed 
it was not him. His whole trial was a miscarriage of 
justice. It lasted three days and resulted in a 65-year 
sentence! He is filing an appeal, but if it does not work, 
he'll spend a lifetime in prison. 

Anita Wills spoke about her son and grandson, 
both victimized by police: My son, Kerry Baxter, Sr., 
was in a bar fight in 2001 with Jones, who had a blanket 
immunity for testifying for police. Jones has been com- 
ing up from Merced, robbing people, etc., because he 
had this blanket immunity. He has no strikes, though 
he recently beat his wife almost to death. They blamed 
Jones' crimes on my son! A public pretender (can't call 
him a defender) said, "take the 40-year plea or we’ll go 
after you!" He was set up and is now in prison for 65 
years. We're fighting it, but we can't do it alone! 

My grandson was killed in January 2007. The 
same officer who accused my son is in charge of 
investigating this murder. He refused to give me 
any information and called my grandson's mother 
to tell her I am impeding the investigation! There 
has not been any investigation in my grandson's 
death. Police are getting our tax money, but they 
don't protect us. They are killing us! 

Rosemary Duenez spoke of her son Ernest 
Duenez, who was killed in Manteca on June 8: He 
was fighting drug addiction, but was also achieving his 
dream: he was married and had a one-year-old son. Po- 
lice hated him. He tested dirty on June 8. Police pulled 
in behind his car. He would have done 90 days for a 
dirty drug test. But as he came out of the car, with his 
hands up, they emptied their guns into him. 

Police claimed he was advancing on them, 
but their own report tells that they had to cut a 
seat belt, in which his foot was entangled as he 
was trying to leave the back seat. They hand- 
cuffed him as he lay on the ground. They did not 
administer any first aid, just waited. We know 
there is a police video of the incident, but they 
won't release it. The police took my son! He was 
not garbage, none of our children are. He loved 
his child. He was a human being. 

Verbena of Cop Watch in Eureka spoke of Mar- 
tin Cotton, beaten to death by Eureka police in 2007, 
in broad daylight, in view of 40 people: It's as though 
they were saying, "Look at what we can do! Nothing 
will happen to us." [A federal jury awarded his family 
several millions ten days after the event.] Martin Cot- 
ton, Sr., said: We are all one. We got to stick together. 
Power to all of us. 

During the discussion some appreciated that the 
families humanized the persons who were not perfect. 
They may have done bad things, but it does not give the 
police the right to kill them. Future meetings of the Os- 
car Grant Committee will continue on the first Tuesday 
of the month at 7:00 pm at the library. 

— Marxist-Humanist supporter 
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Occupy everywhere, the whole world is watching! 


Occupy Oakland 

Oakland, Calif. — As part of the autonomous but con- 
nected "Occupy Wall Street" movement, we organized 
here on Oct. 10, a rainy Monday evening. About 500 
people, the great majority under 30 years old and a very 
diverse group (race, gender, age, etc.), met in a general 
assembly and collectively decided to occupy and camp 



out in a small park in front of City Hall. Over the next 
five days, this park became packed with many dozens 
of tents, with an unknown but large number of (mainly 
young) people camping out. A wider circle of supporters 
visit regularly, coming with various material and other 
expressions of solidarity. 

The Occupy Oakland movement is, like those 
around the U.S. and the world, arguably the beginning 
of a new and exciting revolutionary movement of class 
conscious youth who want fundamental change. They 
are a part of the hundreds of millions of unemployed 
and underemployed people worldwide who want a com- 
pletely new and democratic political, economic and so- 
cial system, one that is the opposite of the current hi- 
erarchies operated by a corporate capitalist system run 
by and for a small ruling class of top income and wealth 
holders. A main chant is: "We are the 99%. " 

Participatory and transparent democracy is the 
practice, with no formal leadership; general assemblies 
and committees run the encampment and its activities. 
Anyone who shows up can participate. This example 
threatens all existing hierarchies, pointing out that de- 
mocracy is a verb, not a noun, it is something we all do 
together or it is not real. 

One is reminded of how all great revolutions began 
with the uncompromising actions of relatively small 
groups of people, completely fed up with the existing 
system and sick to death of the "same old crap." No one 
can say where this will go, if the movement will spread, 
and if the U.S. working class, a class in itself, is rap- 
idly becoming a class for itself with nothing to lose but 
its chains. But we can all hope and begin to act on the 
belief that the age of acquiescence in an unjust, alien- 
ating, and corrupt capitalist system is finally over and 
that we are all the revolutionaries that we have been 
waiting for. — Larry Shoup 

* * * 

Early morning Oct. 25, a massive police contingent, 
at great cost, came to tear down the orderly assemblage 
of occupiers camped on the plaza in front of Oakland's 
City Hall. Eighty people were arrested and all equip- 
ment trashed by police. Later that day Occupy Oakland 


QUEERNOTES 


by Elise 

Queer rights activist Frank Kameny died at the age 
of 86. He had sued the U.S. Civil Service Commission 
for firing him in 1957 from his astronomer position as 
"automatically a security risk” and a "disruptive person- 
nel factor” because he was Gay. The Supreme Court af- 
firmed the discriminatory firing. Kameny later founded 
the Mattachine Society of Washington, one of the earliest 
Gay rights organizations, was a participant in the LGBT 
rights protest in 1965, and was the first openly Gay can- 
didate for Congress in 1971. Mr. Kameny was finally is- 
sued an official apology from the U.S. government. 

* * * 

Frank Mugisha, advocate and activist through his 
organization Sexual Minorities Uganda, will receive the 
Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights Award. Mr. Mugisha 
puts his life on the line by working tirelessly for Queer 
rights in Uganda. Uganda's legislature is considering 

a law to imprison and even put to death LGBT people. 

* * 

The Netherlands insults human dignity by de- 
manding in their Civil Code that, in order to have their 
gender reassignment recognized by law, Transgender 
people must take hormones, have their bodies surgi- 
cally altered and be permanently sterilized. 

— Information from Human Rights Watch 


reassembled at the Oakland Public Library and sev- 
eral thousand marched to City Hall, determined not to 
let officials wipe out their presence. The police rioted 
against the demonstrators, firing rubber bullets, sand 
bags, flash-bang grenades and lots of tear gas canisters 
directly at the marchers. One projectile hit Scott Olsen, 
an Iraq war veteran, in the head, critically wounding 
him. Vigils were held for him across the country. Occu- 
py Oakland retook the plaza and a General Assembly of 
over 1,500 put out a call for a solidarity general strike 
on Nov. 2. — Urszula Wislanka 


Occupy Minnesota 

In Minnesota, winter is setting in very early this 
year. And winter here is severe. In Duluth, we occupiers 
have been marching back and forth from Civic Center 
Square and a very old statue of "Patriotism” — which 
for generations was the traditional place for protests 
and demonstrations — and Lake Superior Plaza, which 
we’ve been trying to make a new place for protest. 

The big building of Minnesota Power (MP) sits 
beside Lake Superior Plaza, and MP has gone berserk 
with all this public talk of the greed of corporations. MP 
has been broadcasting a lot of ads describing themselves 
as "responsible,” "good environmentalists," etc. The son 
of a friend of mine was killed several months ago in a 
workplace accident involving one of MP's power-plants. 
They denied any responsibility. There were indications 
that they had the time and liberty to tamper with the 
death scene. 

Union members have joined the occupiers in 
Duluth. Mike Kuitu, the president of the Carlton 
County Labor Assembly, has shown solidarity with the 
occupiers very publicly. Tom Gilliam, of an old Garment 
Workers local, has been active with the occupiers on a 
daily basis and some days around the clock. 

In Minneapolis, we occupiers were herded off to a 
privately owned park to get us out of the way. Now the 
park owner is trying to evict us. The occupiers have been 
sleeping overnight in tents, refusing to be removed. 
Every day there have been public statements against 
the bankers and corporate greed. In both Minneapolis 
and Duluth, the protests have been continuing around 
the clock. In Siberian Minnesota, you really have to 
mean business if you engage in meaningful protest! 

— Seamas Cain 


Occupy Memphis 

Memphis — The Occupation here officially started on 
Oct. 15 in coordination with many other solidarity oc- 
cupations going on throughout the U.S. Most Memphis 
occupiers are new to activism. Many attended direct 
action training. It’s encouraging to have new activ- 
ists from the working class getting involved with the 
struggle. 

Tennessee has some of the lowest corporate taxes 
in the country, but the jobs have not shown up. Most 
Memphis police and firefighters have seen a pay cut of 
4.6%. The occupiers have symbolically taken over the 
park in front of the City Government building. It's re- 
freshing to see the city's unions are joining in solidarity. 

About 25 people maintain the occupation nightly 
and many supporters drop in and out throughout the 
day to bring supplies and/or participate. Nearly 150 
are in attendance throughout the weekends. Memphis 
was supported by many visitors from the Gandhi-King 
Conference Oct. 20-23. Occupiers were even treated to 
a free concert by David Rovics. — Mario Zuluaga 


Occupy Los Angeles 

Los Angeles — Inspired by Occupy Wall Street, Oc- 
cupy L.A. started on Oct. 1 on the south lawn of Los 
Angeles City Hall. Over 350 tents and 700 occupants 
are camped out on the south and north lawns. The 
occupation is made up of a wide range of groups, in- 
cluding anti-war, immigrant rights, women's rights, 
Black, environmentalists, anti-capitalists, Chicanos, 
many young whites, anti-police brutality and individu- 
als fed up with their situation. Many committees were 
formed, to keep the occupation running smoothly, and 
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to discuss various topics such as education and politics. 
Many protests link with or originated from Occupy LA. 
For example, on Oct. 15 15,000 people, mostly immi- 
grant workers, demonstrated in a "We are the 99%" 
theme. On Oct. 18 "Occupy Los Angeles Unified School 
District" protested against the layoff of 1,200 teachers. 

From Arab Spring to Wisconsin to Spain, a lot of 
people are starting to realize they're not alone. We see 
things happening all over and it inspires us to act lo- 
cally. — Basho 


EDITORIAL 


Failed 

U.S. occupation of Iraq 

continued from p. 1 

an avowedly anti-Iraq war candidate, Obama will have 
withdrawn troops not one month earlier than Bush 
agreed to do in 2008 in the Status of Forces Agreement 
with Baghdad. He has continued indefinite detention at 
Guantanamo for prisoners that Bush had rounded up, 
and he renewed the Patriot Act. 


ASTONISHING 13 YEARS AT WAR 

Obama put in writing that the U.S. invasion of Af- 
ghanistan will last an astonishing 13 years. The consen- 
sus for endless war among political leaders, regardless of 
party, has so far trumped the consensus among the mass- 
es to bring all the troops home now. 

In Iraq he will continue one of the worst practices 
of Bush-Cheney: the proliferation of a private for-prof- 
it corporate army. Some of the same contractors with 
insider ties will employ 6,000 mercenaries out of the 
bloated embassy in Baghdad, and thousands more in 
other consulates. 

Republicans like Romney have thus had to resort 
to blaming Obama for whatever happens in the future. 
They view with alarm the threat that they won't ap- 
prove the next Iraqi government. What alarms them 
more is their lack of control over contracts for exploiting 
Iraq's estimated 150 billion barrels of oil. 

U.S. OUT OF IRAQ -IS IRAN NEXT? 

Neoconservatives pretend — after over 4,000 U.S. 
and 100,000 Iraqi lives lost — that Obama is withdraw- 
ing from an Iraq that was a bastion of U.S. influence 
for transforming the entire Middle East. They are now 
building up Iran as the ultimate threat. 

Iraq appears to be untouched by Arab Spring, nor 
is it likely to be while still under the stifling U.S. occu- 
pation. Deputy Prime Minister Shaways calls it unlike- 
ly that Arab Spring could find a foothold even after U.S. 
withdrawal. But very few are happy with the blatantly 
corrupt al-Maliki government, and every uprising, from 
Tunisia to Egypt to Libya to Yemen and beyond, has 
been unlikely. 

The right-wing war drums are now beating for con- 
frontation with Iran. War is probably the only way that 
the mullahs could crush the forces of revolt, the youth, 
women and workers whose voices have not been totally 
stilled since 1979, even under the most brutal condi- 
tions. The Iranian masses still seethe, even since a new 
crackdown in 2009. War with the U.S. would give Iran's 
rulers an excuse to wipe out those who oppose them. 
Given the bloody history of the U.S. ruling class, we 
cannot dismiss its drumbeat for war with Iran. This is 
no time for anti-war voices to be silent. 


Stop all wars! 

Chicago — Thousands demonstrated against U.S. 
wars and occupations on Oct. 8, the tenth anniversary 
of the Afghanistan war. Speakers included Mary Dean 
of Voices for Creative Non-Violence; Hatem Abudayyeh 
of the Arab American Action Network; Alejandro Vil- 
latoro of Iraq Veterans Against the War; Bruce Dixon of 
Black Agenda Report; Vicky Cervantes of La Voz de Los 
de Abajo; Andy Thayer of the Gay Liberation Network; 
and Joe Iosbaker, one of 24 anti-war activists targeted 
by FBI raids and the threat of grand jury subpoenas. 

When Occupy Chicago showed up en masse it was 
like, this ain't no business as usual! At that moment the 
chant "This is what democracy looks like!" felt very true. 

It was another sign of the times that besides the 
usual Chicago police, there were some obnoxious, ag- 
gressive armed bozos walking around with cameras 
taking people's pictures. After the march I challenged 
them, "Hey, what's your story? Are you real police offi- 
cers?” One of them said, "No, we're fake police officers.” 
His partner said, "We’re the police that disappear.” 

Oh, how spooky! Checking further, they represent 
a private 501(c)(3) agency called Illinois Law Enforce- 
ment Alarm System that receives Homeland Security 
funds to do various things, including sending personnel 
to the 2008 Republican National Convention protests 
and the 2009 Pittsburgh G-20 summit protests. 

In other words, they are paid with taxpayer dollars 
to harass citizens exercising the right to dissent. Way 
over the line into a police state. We'll see more of them 
in the lead-up to 2012's NATO/G-8 summits in Chicago, 
according to the Chicago police. — Oct. 8 organizer 
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Greeks fight austerity 


by Gerry Emmett 

As Greek lawmakers passed a new austerity pack- 
age on Oct. 19, rage boiled over in cities and towns 
throughout the country. A two-day general strike saw 
hundreds of thousands dem- 
onstrating against measures 
demanded by the European 
Union and the International 
Monetary Fund. Protesters 
included public workers and 
those already involved in oc- 
cupying the squares. 

The Greek economy has 
contracted by 12% since 2009. 

This will continue, driven fur- 
ther by these austerity mea- 
sures. (See "Greece, democ- 
racy and the economic crisis," 

July- August News & Letters.) 

Unemployment has continued 
to increase, now at 16.5% , and 
will worsen as the government lays off state employees. 
The Papandreou government has shown itself commit- 
ted to further, endless rounds of severe cutbacks. The 

Bolivia's two roads 

Indigenous protestors from the Bolivian Amazon 
won a victory when they forced President Evo Morales' 
government to cancel a road-building project through 
the Isiboro Secure National Park and Indigenous Ter- 
ritory (TIPNIS), a supposedly protected region in east- 
ern Bolivia. The victory was won after a 300-mile, two- 
month march from TIPNIS to La Paz by the Guarani 
people and people of the Chaco and Beni regions. 

They were attacked by police on Sept. 25, with 
many arrested and injured. Government officials spread 
rumors of a right-wing plot to take advantage of the 
marchers. But outrage over the bloody confrontation 
spread across the country, with Bolivia’s main trade 
union, Central Obrera Boliviana (COB), declaring a 24- 
hour general strike in protest. Roadblocks were set up 
in La Paz. Several officials resigned over the incident. 

The government promised a consultative referen- 
dum on the road-building project, but insisted it would 
continue. The Indigenous marchers occupied the cen- 
tral square in La Paz. Only after the occupation con- 
tinued did Morales announce the project s cancellation, 
saying he would "lead by obeying,” though it took two 
months of protest, injuries and arrests for him to do so. 

The struggle posed the dilemma facing Bolivia 
since the downfall of the old oligarchy and Morales' 
election: Neo-development or an alternative to capital- 
ism? How can a small impoverished country, the second 
poorest in Latin America, construct an independent 
path? A mass rebellion of workers, peasants and the 
urban population led to a more representative elected 
congress, an Aymara-speaking Indigenous president 
and a new constitution, but has not changed the social 
system nor stopped its continued integration into the 
capitalist world market. 

Indigenous groups in the Amazon know develop- 
ment is necessary. They oppose the kind of develop- 
ment — done without consulting those who live where 
it will occur — that continues centuries-old extractive 
practices for foreign enrichment, while leaving impov- 
erished peoples and despoiled land. For the moment 
they have stayed the hand of capitalist neo-develop- 
ment that Morales and his government have been seek- 
ing to impose in TIPNIS. — Eugene Walker 


anger in the streets indicates how deeply the pain of 
capitalism’s debacle has inscribed itself on the Greek 
body politic. 

Dimitris Kotzaridis, 53, a secretary in the Con- 
struction Workers' Union, died Oct. 20 of a heart attack 
after being tear-gassed during clashes outside Parlia- 
ment between police 
and demonstrators. 
At first the Commu- 
nist Party blamed his 
death on alleged at- 
tacks by "anarchists," 
which brought this 
statement from the 
popular assembly of 
Syntagma Square: 

"...Reality once 
again came to reveal 
the role of a party 
that systematically 
betrays popular strug- 
gles.... This is what 
they did yesterday.... 
They guarded the smooth operation of Parliament and 
instead of surrounding it they acted even more barba- 
rously than the police, cracking skulls open and hand- 
ing over demonstrators to the forces of repression. The 
worst of all that they did was that they legitimized the 
state, which murdered one of their comrades, blaming 
the murder on some para-statist violence. 

"From yesterday on. ..the so-called 'Communist Par- 
ty' is no more than a barrier against the attempt to bury 
the parliamentary corpse. ...This proposition should 
not be read as a split in the movement. We might have 
common problems and common targets with the plain 
voters of the Communist Party, but the politics and the 
practice of the leadership... follows the orders of the gov- 
ernment and the envoys of the IMF, EU and European 
Central Bank... the Communist Party will act as a fifth 
column of the dictatorial regime, hoping once again to 
grab some crumbs off the parliamentary table... 

"From May 25, when we first gathered at the 
square, we revealed direct democracy as the capacity 
of each one of us to participate, to consult with one an- 
other, to shape ideas together autonomously.... We are 
taking our lives into our own hands! Direct democracy 
now!" 

Switzerland's racism 

Last year, Switzerland was disgraced by an elec- 
tion campaign that demonized its Muslim inhabitants. 
Ironically, most Swiss Muslims have been refugees 
from genocide and persecution in Bosnia and Kosova. 

Now the Federal Commission Against Racism has 
accused some Swiss communes (municipalities) of in- 
troducing forms of apartheid against asylum seekers, 
many from Nigeria, Eritrea and Tunisia. In Birmend- 
sorf, Zurich, some streets are closed to them, and in Zug 
politicians want to introduce a restricted zone. 

Commission head Georg Kreuz said, "Though these 
measures may not be apartheid per se, they're definitely 
stigmatizing and starting to isolate what we consider 
as 'the other.'” 

This is in line with the rise of European racism 
and religious bigotry that finds expression in attacks 
on Roma across Europe, and exploded in anti-Muslim- 
motivated mass murders in Norway. Expect a new Lib- 
yan government to be pressured to continue Qaddafi's 
restrictions on African immigration to Europe, which 
was one of his well-paid services to Europe's rulers. 


Kenya in Somalia 

Reportedly backed by French and U.S. air strikes, 
Kenyan troops entered south Somalia to attack posi- 
tions of the Islamist al-Shabaab militia which con- 
trols much of the region. Somali Transitional Federal 
Government (TFG) forces and allied militias have also 
taken part. They aim to attack Kismayu, a coastal city 
controlled by al-Shabaab. Kenya blames the group for 
recent cross-border kidnappings and firelights. 

The al-Shabaab are notorious for their cruelties 
against women, aid workers and traditional African 
elders. They have even outlawed the centuries-old 
staple food, the sambuza (samosa), claiming its triangle 
shape is a reference to the Christian trinity. 

Despite recent losses they are still estimated to 
control over 10,000 fighters. Kismayu is a center of 
their power and finances, and they will be unlikely to 
give it up without a fight. 

Coupled with some U.S. forces being sent to 
Uganda, ostensibly aimed at the equally insane Chris- 
tian terrorist group, the Lord’s Resistance Army, this 
has escalated direct involvement in East African con- 
flicts to a new level which should be closely watched. 

Cherokee freedmen 

A minority among the Cherokee Nation has pushed 
to exclude the descendants of the Nation's Black freed- 
men from tribal membership. It is a move long in the 
works, since the Reagan era, often accompanied by 
crudely racist arguments. It is being challenged in court. 
Previously such moves have been overturned legally. 

The current effort involves a bureaucratic 2006 
rewriting of the Cherokee Constitution to accept the 
racist 1887 Dawes Commission's definitions of tribal 
membership, and a low-turnout 2007 vote — in which 
only 6,702 out of 35,000 registered voters voted to dis- 
enfranchise their fellow tribal members. 

U.S. history leaves a continuing opening for this, as 
the Dawes Commission (itself designed to destroy trib- 
al self-government) counted freedmen separately from 
both full-blooded Cherokees and intermarried whites. 

The effort to exclude Black Cherokee tribal 
members is reflective of the unique position the 
Cherokee occupy in U.S. history. As a "civilized" 
tribe, wealthier Cherokee were sometimes slave- 
holders; but, as Native Americans, they were 
also subjected to the genocidal Trail of Tears on 
which thousands died when they were uprooted 
from their Eastern homes and marched to Okla- 
homa. Many of their slaves made the same trip, 
facing the same hardships. 

During the Civil War some Cherokee became allies 
of the Confederacy. But on Feb. 18, 1863, the pro-Union 
Cherokee National Council abolished slavery in the Na- 
tion. This division has continued among the Cherokee 
just as it has continued in the U.S. 

In the late 19th and early 20th century, the Chero- 
kee Nation was a cultural and economic influence on 
working-class Black culture. The essence of whatever it 
means to be an American will continue to be haunted 
by the great Black Cherokee Charlie Patton's angry 
words: "I feel like choppin’, chips (lyin' everywhere / I 
went to the Nation, Lord, but I couldn’t stay there." 

Many great blues singers, in fact, had some Chero- 
kee roots, from Leadbelly to Scrapper Blackwell and 
Champion Jack Dupree. The minority of the Cherokee 
Nation who voted to exclude the freedmen shows an 
amazing lack of understanding of one of the great con- 
tributions the Cherokee have made to world culture. In 
the words of Cherokee David Cornsilk, who supports 
the freedmen, "We as a people must look back to where 
we have been to know where we are today.” 



NEWS AND LETTERS COMMITTEES 

Who We Are And What We Stand For 


News and Letters Committees is an 
organization of Marxist-Humanists that 
since its birth has stood for the abolition 
of capitalism, both in its private property 
form as in the U.S., and its state prop- 
erty form, as it has historically appeared 
in state-capitalist regimes calling them- 
selves Communist as in Russia and Chi- 
na. We stand for the development of new 
human relations, what Marx first called 
a new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, 
the year of the Detroit wildcat strikes 
against Automation and the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott against segregation — activi- 
ties which signaled a new movement from 
practice that was itself a form of theory. 
News & Letters was created so that the 
voices of revolt from below could be heard 
unseparated from the articulation of a 
philosophy of liberation. 

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910-1987), 
founder of the body of ideas of Marxist- 
Humanism, became Chairwoman of the 


National Editorial Board and National 
Chairwoman of the Committees from its 
founding to 1987. Charles Denby (1907- 
83), a Black production worker, author 
of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's 
Journal, became editor of the paper from 
1955 to 1983. Dunayevskaya's works, 
Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until 
Today (1958), Philosophy and Revolu- 
tion: From Hegel to Sartre and from 
Marx to Mao (1973), and Rosa Luxem- 
burg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution (1982) spell out 
the philosophic ground of Marx's Hu- 
manism internationally, as American 
Civilization on Trial concretizes it on the 
American scene and shows the two-way 
road between the U.S. and Africa. 

This body of ideas challenges all 
those desiring freedom to transcend the 
limitations of post-Marx Marxism, be- 
ginning with Engels. In light of the crises 
of our nuclearly armed world, it becomes 
imperative not only to reject what is, but 


to reveal and further develop the revolu- 
tionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present. The new visions of the future 
which Dunayevskaya left us in her work 
from the 1940s to the 1980s are rooted in 
her discovery of Marx's Marxism in its 
original form as a new Humanism and 
in her re-creation of that philosophy for 
our age as Marxist-Humanism. This is 
recorded in the documents on microfilm 
and open to all under the title The Raya 
Dunayevskaya Collection — Marxist-Hu- 
manism: A Half-Century of Its World De- 
velopment. 

Dunayevskaya's philosophic com- 
prehension of her creation and develop- 
ment of Marxist-Humanism, especially 
as expressed in her 1980s writings, pres- 
ents the vantage point for re-creating 
her ideas anew. Seeking to grasp that 
vantage point for ourselves and make 
it available to all who struggle for free- 
dom, we have published Dunayevskaya's 
original 1953 philosophic breakthrough 


and her final 1987 Presentation on the 
Dialectics of Organization and Philoso- 
phy in The Philosophic Moment of Marx- 
ist-Humanism (1989), and donated new 
supplementary volumes to the Raya Du- 
nayevskaya Collection. News and Letters 
Committees aims at developing and con- 
cretizing this body of ideas for our time. 

In opposing this capitalistic, racist, 
sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have organized ourselves into a com- 
mittee form of organization rather than 
any elitist party "to lead." We partici- 
pate in all class and freedom struggles, 
nationally and internationally. As our 
Constitution states: "It is our aim... to 
promote the firmest unity among work- 
ers, Blacks and other minorities, women, 
youth and those intellectuals who have 
broken with the ruling bureaucracy of 
both capital and labor.” We do not sepa- 
rate mass activities from the activity of 
thinking. Send for a copy of the Constitu- 
tion of News and Letters Committees. 





